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5 Laconiblet, vol. i. p. 251. See below (p. cxix, note 1). 

c The record of the appointment of twenty-three men as fishers at Worms by 
Bbhop Adalbert circa annum 1106 (Sehannat in Cod. Probat. Hist. Wormat. 

Num. ii. p. 62), seems to f-peak rather of the creation of one of those companies 
atnon^ bond-handicraftsmen, mentioned in the text, than of a free-Craft-Gild. It 
is utterly unlike the manner in which all other Craft-Gilds have been chartered. 
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that it was merely confirmed in the said year. At Spire 
the Gild of the Wool-weavers existed at the beginning" of the 
twelfth century. At Mayence the Weavers are mentioned as 
early as 1099; at Worms in 1114. At Frankfort-on- Main 
also, wool-weaving ranked first among the crafts l * . It was, 
however, in the first manufacturing country of the Middle Ages, 
in Flanders and Brabant, that the influence of the Wool-weavers' 
Gild was the most prominent : it appears there as almost the 
sole leader in all the revolutions of the handicraft class. And 
when we consider the early flourishing state of the Belgian 
woollen manufactures — for as early as the first century the clothes 
of coarse wool woven in Belgium found a greedy market in 
Home 3 ; also, that the necessity of defending their coasts against 
the inroads of the sea and of pirates 3 always kept most keenly 
alive in the minds of the people the fundamental idea of all 
Gilds, the brotherly solidarity and community of interests ; lastly, 
the hold spirit of independence which led even serfs here to 
confederate into Gilds 4 , — we may infer that here, among these 
extremely industrious and stubborn weavers of Flanders and 
Brabant, did the first Craft-Gild originate. 

Although the Craft-Gilds arose first among the most eminent 
of the handicraft class, among those who were free, — just as in 
earlier times the most ancient Gilds originated among the old 
freemen, and later on the Trade-Unions among the best situated 
working men and ci-devant small masters, — to stop the dete- 
rioration of their condition and encroachments on their rights 
and interests, yet this new organization was also soon made use 
of by the lower members of their class as a means of elevation. 
With the liberation of the bond handicraftsmen from bondage 
proper, many of the companies into which they had been ranged 
passed gradually over into the number of free Craft-Gilds. The 
latter appear, therefore, everywhere in greater number about 
the time when the last traces of bondage disappear. Craft-Gilds 
of this kind, when obtaining their privileges, were frequently 
put under obligation to pay certain fixed imposts in return for 
their greater independence in labour and trade, and for the 
remission of the fines on inheriting property 5 , to which their 

1 Arnold, vol. i. p. 254, &c. 2 Moke, vol. i. p. 58. 3 Ibid. p. 51. 

4 See Part I. of this Essay, pp. Ixxvi, Ixxviii, Ixxix. 

5 I find in the Vila Gebeliardi Episcopi Constanticnsis (Pertz, Scriptorcs, vol. x. 
p. 588, lines 32-59: “Post hsec convocatis servis suis elegit ex eis optiinos 
quosque, et constituit ex eis coquos et pistores, caupones et fullones, su tores et 
hortulanos, carpentarios et singularum artium magistros, et constituit eis, ut eo 

die, quo fratribus deservirent, de annona quoque fratrum in patre reficerentur, 

quia dignus est operarius cibo suo. Ut autem bono animo suis ministrarent 
dominis, huiusmodi donario ipsos cumulavit, scilicet ut cum quis prsesentium vel 
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ipiM jvil or l:i\ lorxls woro out it loci, ns woll for ntlior matters. 
Ami in projvirtion to the dcjjnv of incJejiemlcMiee which they 
obtninotl Aivonlin^ to circumstances, these imposts were greater 
or smnlhr. Such, for instance, was the 0:1 m* at BAlc, (’on^tance, 
\'c. K\erv where, however, these societies were changed alter 
the model of the Gild* of t lios*o farther advanced craftsmen which 
have been spoken of. The latter impregnated them with an 
altogether dilferent spirit and a new life. A similar process may 
have taken place, in certain eases ', in fraternities originally 
religions, which, after the origin of Craft-Gilds, framed trade 
regulations alter the latter’s example, and — as in later times 
certain friendly soeiet ies changed into Trade-Unions — so gradually 
trail-formed themselves into Craft-Gilds. The time of the origin 
of Craft-Gilds in general may he said to extend from the be- 
ginning of the eleventh to the middle of the thirteenth century 2 . 
The origin of certain Craft-Gilds depended of course on the 
gradual rise of the various trades in a town. 

The organization of the free craftsmen into Gilds, we thus sec, 
was called forth by their want of protection against the abuse of 
power on the part of the lords of the town, who tried to reduce the 
free to the dependence of the unfree, and, by imposts and otherwise, 
to encroach on the freemen’s earnings. Being organized, the Craft- 
Gildmcn provided for the maintenance of the customs of their 
Craft, framed further ordinances fur its regulation, saw these ordin- 
ances properly executed, and punished the Gild brothers who in- 
fringed them. The maintenance of their independence against the 
city authorities, and the possibility of carrying out and making 
efficient their trade-rules, depended, however, on the condition 
that all who carried on the trade should belong to the Gild. 
And though the first Gilds, at their formation, included doubtless 
all men of the trade, yet in course of time some one or more 
craftsmen must have turned up, who, unwilling to submit to the 
rules framed for insuring good work and lor protecting the 
interests of the trade, would carry on his trade without be- 
longing to the Gild. It was impossible either to check this, 
and prevent detriment arising from it, or to enforce their 

eorum Buccessorum, qui de progenie illorum esset, moreretur, exuviae de eo non 
Bumerentur, sed hieredes relict;ira haereditatem indivisam possiderent ; si vero de 
alia progenie aliquis accessisset, ab hoc donativo alienus exstitisset.” For the 
bond-handicraftsmen in towns and their societies, see Additional Notes, No. 3. 

1 Perhaps the many religious regulations, and the many relations to the cathe- 
dral, of some of the Gilds at Bale (compare, for instance, Berlepsch, vol. ii. pp. 18, 
19), as well as of the Fullers at Lincoln (compare Mr. T. Smith's collection, 
I*. 179), refer to such a process, though it seems rather doubtful to me. But 
sco also Mr. Ludlow in the Fortnightly Review, October, 1869, p 393. 

2 Compare Arnold, 1 . c. 
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regulation of the trade in a legitimate manner, unless the Gild 
had been previously acknowledged by the lord of the town or the 
body of citizens. And thus, though the Craft-Gilds as voluntary 
societies did not need confirmation by the authorities at their 
birth, yet this confirmation became afterwards of the greatest 
importance when these Gilds wanted to be recognized as special 
and independent associations, which were thenceforth to regulate 
the trade instead of the authorities of the town. This once 
obtained, all further protective measures would follow as a matter 
of course. 

This transfer of all trade concerns to the management and 
jurisdiction of the Craft-Gild was generally accomplished by a 
confirmation of their ordinance, that every one carrying on the 
trade within the town or a certain district, should join and 
belong to the Gild b And in return for this privilege the Gild 
was yearly to pay certain taxes 1 2 . In London these taxes went to 
the king. Thus, under Henry I. (a.d. 1100-33) and every suc- 
ceeding king, the London Weavers paid to the crown a rent or 
ferme for their Gild; and Madox 3 enumerates eighteen Gilds 
which, under Henry II. (a. d. 1 t 54-89), were amerced as adult- 
erine, for neglecting to pay this tax. But as, in consequence of 
these privileges of the Craft-Gilds, the citizens no longer enjoyed 
undivided sway in the towns, they showed themselves every- 
where extremely jealous of the jurisdiction which had thus 
sprung up in their midst, to their own detriment. They there- 
fore opposed with all their might the establishment of Craft- 
Gilds; and the whole history of these Gilds, till they obtained 
the mastery in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, appears as 
nothing else than one continual struggle of the handicraftsmen 
with the town for these privileges. The Norman kings however, 
equally ready to make the most of both these clashing interests 

1 Lacomblet, vol. i. p. 251. Record of the confirmation of the Gild of the textorcs 
culcitrcirum jmhinarium at Cologne in 1 149 : “ fraternitatem .... confirmatam 
suscepisse, hac videlicet ratione, ut omnes textorici operis cultores (scilicet culci- 
trarum pulvinarium), qui infra nrbis ambitum continentur, sive indigene sive 
alienigene huic fraternitati quo jure a supra memoratis fratribus constat disposita 
sponte subiciantur. Ei vero aliqua enormitate obviantes et subire non coacti 
nolentes, judiciaria severitate refrenati, cum rerum suarum detrimento, subire et 
obsecundari tandem compellantur. ,, For the London Weavers see note 1, p. cxx. 
In the charter of the Oxford Weavers in Madox’s History of the Exch. vol. i. p. 339, 
we read : “ nemo operaretur de ministerio eorum infra quinque leucatas circa 
Eurgum Oxonue.” See also below, p. exxi, note 7, the charter of the Magdeburg 
Shoemakers. That this ordinance merely enforced a custom which already existed 
in the craft before the confirmation, may be seen there in the passage beginning, 
“ Cum enim jus et distinctio, que inter eos est,” etc. ; as well as in the passage 
in Italics in this note. 

2 Compare also, below, the charter of the Magdeburg Shoemakers, p. exxi, note 7. 

3 History of the Exch. vol. i. pp. 390, 391. 
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f.ir tin' henefit of their exchequer, kviii to have put up to 
miction tin* » nlirmation nml the Mippnwdon of these ( .'iidh-. 

Tin* e»mU-t ol'tln* Weavers with the* City of London furnishes 
lit; with » vrrv striking example of this struggle between tin* 
ri *-i n lt Craft-( !ihl» and tin* body of tin* old citizens. flic Weavers 
had obtained from Henry 1 . the privilege that “ nohody, except 
by tin m i. e. by l»ce»>ming a mcmlicr of their Gild), shall in- 
troduce hiuwlf. within the City, into their mystery, and nobody 
within Southwark or other places belonging to London, except lie 
be a member of their (iild 1 2 and these privileges were confirmed 
to them by Henry 11 . Kxemption from the jurisdiction of 
the City exeited the jealousy of the citizens to such a degree, 
that the Weavers’ Clild had to maintain the most violent struggles 
with them for its privileges and property. King John had 
to promise the citizens, in answer to their prayer, “ that the 
Cild of Weavers shall not from henceforth be in the City of 
London, neither shall be at all maintained but as the Gild had 
been accustomed to pay the king eighteen marks per annum, the 
citizens “should pay twenty marks in money for a gilt” instead. 
It appears, however, that this suppression of the Craft-Gilds was 
a< inellletive here as in the like ease in Belgium and Germany; 
for as tally as the sixth year of Henry III. (a.d. 1221-22) we 
find the Weavers and the City again at strife ; and “ the Weavers 
of London/’ as Madox relates. “ fearing lest the mayor and 
citizens of London should extort from them their charter and 
liberties granted to them by King Henry II., delivered that 
charter into the Exchequer, to be kept in the treasury there, and 
to be delivered to them again when they should want it, and 
afterwards to be laid up in the treasury.” Even in the four- 
teenth year of Edward II. (a.d. 1320-1) the privileges of the 
Weavers remained still a point of contention between them and 
the towm ; but in this case it was before a court of justice. On 
occasion, as it appears, of a complaint for transgression and 
abuse of their privileges, the Weavers had to prove their right to 
have a Gild, as well as the legality of every single ordinance 
framed by them for the regulation of their trade. Their privi- 
leges could not, however, be impugned as a w'liole, but several 
regulations were pointed out which had crept in after the grant of 
their charter Among the documents contained in Mr. 'foul min 
Smith’s collection, those referring to the Tailors’ Gild at Exeter 

1 Madox, Firrna Buryi , p. 286 : “nullus nisi per illos se intromittat infra civi- 
tatem de eorum ministerio et nisi sit in eorum Gilda neque in Sudworc neque in 
aliis locis Londonise pertinentibu3.” The words t( ministerium ” or “ officium ” 
were used in medieval Latin for mystery, trade, craft-gild. 

2 Compare Madox, Firma Buryi , p. 192, &e. ; Herbert, vol. i. pp. 17, 24. 
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showeven in the fifteenth century the existence of the same struggle 
between this Gild and the authorities of the town 1 . Sometimes, as 
in the case of the Bakers' Gild at Bale, these conflicts, which the 
new organization of the handicraftsmen called forth between their 
wardens and the police authorities of the towns, were the chief 
cause of fixing the rights of the Craft-Gild in a charter 2 * . 

To the complete independence of the Craft-Gilds, it was indis- 
pensable that they should have the right of freely electing a 
warden for regulating their trade and for managing the Gild. 
In England this freedom was never restricted ; at least, I know 
nothing to the contrary from the accounts of English Craft- 
Gilds But on the Continent the right of appointing the warden 
of a Craft-Gild varied according to the nature of the origin of 
the Gild, or the degree of independence which the particular 
handicraft enjoyed at the time when its Gild was recognized. 
Thus the Craft-Gilds which the free handicraftsmen formed 
amongst themselves possessed, of old, absolute independence in 
the election of their warden, as, for instance, the Weavers' Gild 
at Cologne 4 , and the Craft-Gilds in Flanders 5 . At Bale, on 
the contrary, where the Craft-Gilds sprang from the companies 
of bondmen above-mentioned (p. cxiv), the bishop appointed the 
warden, according to the oldest charters, and in the probably 
less important trades ( SpinnweUem and Butchers, 1248); whilst 
in 1260 the Tailors (who were at the same time cloth-merchants) 
elected their own warden 6 . In 1 1 57 Archbishop Wichmann of 
Magdeburg had, from truly generous motives, granted to the 
Shoemakers the right of free election of their warden. This 
instance was, however, probably as unique, as the disposition was 
rare 7 . In Paris, the provost in the thirteenth century appointed 


1 Mr. Toulmin Smith’s collection, pp. 299-316. 2 Compare Wilda, p. 310. 

3 The governor, however, of the fraternity of the Porters in London, constituted 

in 1646, is always an alderman, whose appointment is vested in the Court of 
Aldermen. (Allen’s History arid Antiquities of London, vol. ii. p. 412.) 

4 Lacomblet, vol. ii. p. 250. Award of arbitration between the archbishop and 

the town of Cologne, &c., 1258: “ Quod ab antiquo consuetudine fraternitates 
eligunt sibi quosdam, qui magistri fraternitatum dicuntur, per quos insolentes fra- 
ternitatum compescuntur,” &c. 5 Moke, vol. ii. p. 95. 

6 Berlepsch, Chronik der GewerJce, St. Gall (no date), vol. ix. p. 19, vol. v. 
p. 18, vol. ii. p. 18. 

7 The charter runs thus : “ In omnibus actibus nostris, in quibus aliquid de 
honore et utilitate Magdeburgensis ecclesie agere studuimus, libertatem matrem 
actionis nostre esse volumus, ut, cum honor et utilitas in disputatione nostra 
accuirerit, libertas suprema semper existeret, quia honor et utilitas sine libertate 
vilis servitus estimatur. Noturn itaque esse volumus universis tarn futuris quam 
presentibus, quod officia civitatis nostre magna sive parva, quodlibet in suo honore 
secundum jus suum integrum esse volentes, jus et magisterium sutoriun ita con- 
sistere volumus, ut nullus magistratum super eos habeat, nisi quem ipsi ex com- 
muni consensu magistrum sibi eligerint. Cum enim jus et distinctio, que inter 
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ami dopo««od, ns ho pleaded, tin* wardens of (ho C'on/irrs (ropc- 
mukcr*), urn! tlu* Uuilrrs (jmultoror?. ; hut tin 1 ftuvishs (batli- 
hivporv elooWtl freely and indepcndentlv three /trrm/'/iomim -i fur 
regulating thoir trade '. l'n-e olootioii tlion hooamo the rulo in 
all ti.uhs, till C'harhs IV. of I'nnioo ( i 1 — 1 }i<S) deprived the 
P.mri.m craftsmen of the right of freely fleeting their wardens *. 
Charles VI. in the year 140s, whilst eonfirtning the statutes of 
a Craft-Gild, actually appointed one of his valets to the warden- 
ship 1 . In other countries, even in the thirteenth century, it 
heeyimo the rule for Crnft-Gilds to elect their wardens them- 
selves ; and it was only during the contests between the crafts 
and the hereditary ruling families in the German and Belgian 
towns that the craftsmen had to acquiesce in the appointment 
of their wanlens by the patricians. But this of course changed 
at once with the triumph of the handicraftsmen. 

This triumph, as has been shown in Part ill., was won every- 
where in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, though sooner 
or later, according to circumstances, in London the Craft- 
Gilds appear in full possession of the mastery in the reign 
of iul ward iii. The privileges which they had till then exer- 
cised only on sufferance, or on payment of their formes, were 
now for the first time generally confirmed to them by charter by 
Edward Hi. ; the authorities of the City of London, who had in 
former times contended with all their might against the Craft- 
Gilds, now approved of their statutes; and in the fourteenth 
century a large majority of the trades appeared before the mayor 
and aldermen to get their ordinances enrolled. At the same 
time they adopted a particular livery, and were hence called 
Livery Companies. Edward III. himself actually became a 
member of one of them, that of the Linen-armourers, and his 
example found numerous imitators amongst his successors and 
the nobility of the kingdom 4 . 

eos est, cos, qui eo jure participle non debent, ita excludat. quod opus operatum 
alienigene infra jus coinmunis fori vendere non debeant, constituimus, nc alienigeno 
opus Hiium operatum ad forum non deferant, nisi cuin omnium eorum voluntate, qui 
jure illo quod Inninge appellatur, participes existunt. Itaque ad recognoscendurn 
se annuatiro Magdeburgensi archiepiseopo duo talon ta solvent, que magister eorum 
presentabit, prout archiepiscopus mandavit,” &c. (Eerlepscb, vol. v. p. 30.) 

1 Ou in-Lacroix, Ilistoire dcs Ancicnncs Corporations d' Arts ct Metiers, dc. de la 
Capitate de la Normandie , Rouen, 1850; Statuts dcs Cordiers dc Paris, art. 10, 
(p. 73S) ; Statats dcs Poulaillers dc Paris , Art. 11 (p. 747) ; Statuts dcs Eiuvistcs 
de Paris , art. 5 (p. 739). 2 Wilda, p. 324. 

3 Ouin-LacroLx, p. 734 — Statats dcs Barbiers de Tours en 1408, art. 1 : “Notre 
premier barbier et varlet de chambre est et sera garde du diet mestier, auquel tous 
devront ob^ir.” 

4 Compare Herbert, vol. i. pp. 28, 29 ; Delpit, p. lxxx., and the numerous rati- 
fications of ordinances by the City authorities from 1344 — 1418 in Kiley’s 
Memorials . 
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Though political power, as has been already stated, did not 
continue everywhere in the hands of the handicraftsmen, they 
yet retained everywhere the independent government and juris- 
diction over their trade ; and everywhere the fundamental prin- 
ciple of their trade-policy prevailed, namely, the protection to 
live freely and independently on an industry based on small 
capital and labour. This was shown in England by the Act 
37 Edward III. c. 5 (a. d. 1363). In the nineteenth year of 
Edward III. (a. d. 1345), a part of the Pepperers had separated 
themselves from their old Gild and had formed a society of their 
own. The account 1 of what took place at tlie formation of this 
society, — how “ twenty-two persons, carrying on the business 
of Pepperers, agree to meet together at a dinner” (for defraying 
the expense of which each had to pay twelve pence), “ and 
commit the particulars of their formation into a trading society 
to writing,” and then immediately after the meal elect their 
warden, and decide on their periodical contributions, — shows 
great similarity with the proceedings at the formation of modern 
working - men's associations ; as, for instance, those of the 
Bookbinders' Trade Society, according to Dunning's excellent 
account 2 . But these twenty-two Pepperers — altogether unlike 
their Bookbinder imitators — were the richest of their trade 3 , and 
had probably belonged formerly to the old-citizen class, and had, 
like all citizens under Edward II., been obliged to join a Trade- 
Gild. Well, these seceding Pepperers now formed themselves 
into a separate society, exercised still cle facto the freedom of 
trade which had formerly belonged to them as full citizens, and 
thus threatened to crush, by their riches, the numerous other 
Trade-Gilds. At least a petition brought against them in the 
36th Edward III. complains “ that great mischiefs had newly 
arisen, as well to the king as to the great men and commons, 
from the merchants called Grocers (grossers), who engrossed 
all manner of merchandize vendible, and who suddenly raised 
the prices of such merchandize within the realm ; putting to 
sale by covin, and by ordinances made amongst themselves, in 
their own society, which they call f the Fraternity and Gild of 
Merchants,’ such merchandizes as were most dear, and keeping 
in stores the others until times of dearth and scarcity.” In con- 
sequence of this, the Act 37th Edward III. c. 5 decreed f< that all 
artificers and people of mysteries shall each choose his own 

1 See the detailed account of the proceedings in Herbert, vol. i. pp. 43-45, also 
PP- 304-308. 

2 Trades' Societies and Strikes . Report of the Committee on Trades' Societies 
appointed by tlie Social Science Association, p. 93, &c. London, i860. 

* Compare Herbert, vol. i. pp. 304-308. 


I \\l\ 


£ i\ . tin (ii vn-oiui.*-. 


mystery before the next C.iml lemn^s ; ami that having so chnccnil, 
ho .''hall hnuvlorth u«*e iio oilier This was a legal recognition 
ot the principle of the trade policy of the craftsmen, namely, that 
provision should he made to enable every one, with a small capital 
and his lalnnir, to earn his daily bread in his trade freely and 
indejH’odintlv, in opposition to the principle of the rich, “ free- 
dom ol trade. ” In like manner this principle liecanie pre- 
vnlent in all the Cmfl-Gihls on the Continent, and we find it 
formulated with special clearness in the Fmperor SigismumPs 
cxtiemely original “ Secular Reformation " of 1434 1 2 . 

fhis jH'riod of development of the Craft-Gilds was followed 
by a further extension of them in the beginning of the fourteenth 
e ntnry, and soon afterwards by their degeneration. Rut before 
I enter upon this (piestion, and upon the abuses which undisputed 
]x»ssession of their privileges and the full sway in all trade 
matters produced in them, 1 wish to speak more fully of the 
constitution of the Craft-Gilds (lurin<; the first stage of their 
growth *. This constitution was but t lie perfect expression of 
the wants which called forth the Craft-Gilds, and of the task 
which they had to perform. Their fundamental principle was 
the same as that of the Frith-Gilds, that is, of those artificial 
unions which sprang up to replace the natural family compact, 
and to secure the protection which the latter aflorded to their 
members in former times (see Part I.). The Craft-Gilds them- 
selves first sprang up amongst the free craftsmen, when they 
were excluded from the fraternities which had taken the place 
of the family unions, and later among the bondmen, when 
they ceased to belong to the fam'iiia of their lord. Like those 
Frith-Gilds, the object of the early Craft-Gilds was to create 
relations as if among brothers; and above all things, to grant 
to their members that assistance which the member of a family 

1 Herl>ert, vol. i. pp. 29, 30. 

2 G ol dasti, Co m tit utioncs Imperialcs> tom. iv. p. 189, Franco f. 1713. Aft' r much 
complaining “ that one person carries on more trades than belong to him,” it is said 
in cap. v., “ Will you bear however what is ordained by Imperial law? Our fore- 
fathers have not been fools. The crafts have been devised for this purpose, that 
everybody by them should earn his daily bread, and nobody shall interfere with the 
craft of another. I>y this the world gets rid of its misery, and every one may find 
his livelihood. If there be one who is a wineman, lie shall have to do with this 
(i. e. the wine trade), and shall not practise another thing besides. Is he a bread- 
baker, the same, &c., no craft excepted. And it is to be prevented on Imperial 
c mimand, and to be fined with forty marks of gold, where it is heard that 
the Imj»erial towns do not attend to this, that nobody of any trade whatever 
shall interfere with the craft of another,” tfec. Compare also cap. viii. 

1 For the sake of completeness, and to avoid repetitions, I have sometimes also 
availed myself in the following statements of Gild-Statutes of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, except as to such points of course in which the degeneration had already 
begun in the fourteenth century. 
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might expect from that family. As men's wants had become 
different, this assistance no longer concerned the protection of 
life, limbs, and property, for this was provided for by the Frith- 
Gilds, now recognized as the legitimate authority; but the 
principal object of the Craft-Gilds was to secure their members 
in the independent, unimpaired, and regular earning of their 
daily bread by means of their craft. When then the Craft-Gilds, 
like the earlier Gilds for the maintenance of justice (Part I. pp. 
lxxiv, lxxv), were legally recognized, and were brought into the 
State organism as special associations for the regulation of their 
trade, a new fundamental element, namely, their quality as a police 
authority, was added to the element common to all Gilds. 

Both these elements are to be found in the Craft-Gilds of all 
countries ; indeed, in all they attained a development so similar, 
even in details, that whosoever knows the Gild-Statutes of one 
country, knows those of all. Only in certain concrete regula- 
tions do we find deviations which I will point out in the course 
of this treatise 1 . 

The very soul of the Craft- Gild was its meetings, which 
brought all the Gild-brothers together every week or quarter. 
These meetings were always held with certain ceremonies, for 
the sake of greater solemnity. The box, having several locks 
like that of the Trade-Unions, and containing the charters of 
the Gild, the statutes, the money, and other valuable articles, 
was opened on such occasions, and all present had to uncover 
their heads. These meetings possessed all the rights which 
they themselves had not chosen to delegate. They elected the 
Presidents (originally called Aldermen, afterwards Masters and 
Wardens) and other officials, except in those cases already men- 
tioned, in which the master was appointed by the king, the 
bishop, or the authorities of the town. As a rule, the Gilds 
were free to choose their masters, either from their own members, 
or from men of higher rank, though they were sometimes limited 
in their choice to the former' 2 . Did the election fall on a member 
who would not accept it, he was subjected to fines. Of a council. 


1 In order not to have to cite repeatedly the same sources for every individual 
statement, I refer here in general to Herbert, vol. i. pp. 40-102 ; also to the Ordin- 
ances in Riley’s Memorials , and to Mr. Toulmin Smith’s collection, especially to 
pp. 179, 182, 184, 208, 284, 312, 331, 334. Further, to the Gild-Statutes con- 
tained in Berlepsch, vols. ii-ix, and to the rich collection of Ouin-Lacroix ; also 
to Ortloff, Das Recht der HandwerJcer, Erlangen, 1818, to Schonberg’s article in 
Hildebrand’s Jahrbucher fur Nationalokonomie und Statistic, vol. ix. pp. i. &c., 
97 &c., as well as to Hunter’s History of Sheffield, p. 119, London, 1819. 

2 There was a contest on that account at Cologne in the year 1258 between 
the Archbishop and the Craft-Gilds. Lacomblet, vol. ii. p. 247 ; compare also 
Wilda, p. 324. See also Mr, T. Smith’s collection, p. 305. 
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\\ hii h . likt' that of the C'ourt of Assistants of later times) stood hy 
the side of the masters, we timl in airly days at most hut a (nice, 
in the quorum of members which had to co-operate with the 
ina-tor on various occasions, as, for in-tnneo, in the exercise of 
jurisdiction. In Germany we find something similar in the 
council of six or light men of some (Jilds at Hfde and Vienna 1 * 
cnrl er than in Kurland, where we first notice in 1397, in the 
records of the Grocers, that six persons of that company were 
eh -on to aid the wardens in the discharge of their duties. 'L'licse 
oa-e- exeipted. assistants are first met with in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. We al-o find in the Grocers, as early as 1348, four auditors 
'• to sujH'rinteml the accounts and delivery of the wardens.” 

The wartlens summoned and presided at the meetings, with 
tluir consent enacted ordinances for the regulation of the trade, 
saw these ordinances properly executed, and watched over the 
maintenance of the customs of the craft. They had the right 
to examine all manufactures, and a right of search for all un- 
lawful tools and products. They formed, with the assistance 
of a quorum of Gild-brothers, the highest authority in all the 
concerns of the Gild. No Gild-member could be arraigned about 
trade- matters before any other judge. A\ e have still numerous 
documentary proofs- of the severity and justice with which the 
wardens exercised their juridical duties. Whenever they held 
a court, it was under special forms and solemnities : thus, for 
in-tance, in 1275 the chief warden of the Masons building 
Strasburg Cathedral held a court sitting under a canopy. The 
local trades of the towns continued under a certain amount of 
control by the town authorities even after the Craft-Gilds had 
obtained power. The elected wardens had to be brought every 
year before the mayor, and had to swear “ faithfully to execute 
their oiliees.” The mayor also decided disputes between the 
several Gilds, and could fine and imprison the wardens of com- 
panies at his pleasure. The control of the sale of the most 
necessary provisions, such as bread, meat, drink, and fuel, was 
the special care of the town authorities, in order to prevent 
adulteration and overcharges 3 . 

The punishments which the Craft-Gilds decreed consisted in 
the payment of fines, or, in earlier times, of certain quantities 
of wax, or of beer or wine to be drunk at their feasts. In case 

1 See the Gardeners of Bale (Wilda, p. 325), the Spinmcetter at Bale 1271 
(Berlepsch, vol. ix. p. 20), the Tailors of Vienna 1340 (Berlepsch, vol. ii. p. 226). 

1 Compare, for instance, Mr. T. Smith’s collection, p. 321 ; Herbert, vol. i. 
p. 47. &c. 

3 Mr. T. Smith’s collection — The Office of the Mayor of Bristol, art. 1 4, 25, 26 
27, 28 (pp. 416, 420, isic .) ; Herbert, vol. i. p. 55, &c. ; Arnold, vol. ii. p. 282, &c. 
Ouin-Lacroix, p. 735 ; Wilda, p. 319; Riley, pp. 156-162, 174, &c. 
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of more serious offences, sucli as perjury, persistent disobedience, 
&c., exclusion from the Gild was the consequence ; and this was 
accompanied with loss of the right to carry on the craft 1 . 
Princes, churches, and city authorities frequently received a 
share in the fines, as well as in the entrance-fees and contri- 
butions of the members. This was especially the case in France 2 , 
where permission to carry on a trade had often to be purchased 
direct from the king. For enforcing payment of entrance- fees, 
contributions towards paying the fermes (dues), as well as of 
fines, the Craft-Gilds made use of the very means so much 
talked of in the case of the Sheffield Trade-Unions, namely, 
rattening , that is, they took away the tools of their debtors 3 . 
It is true that they, as their claims were legally recognized, 
could sell the tools and take what was due to them out of the 
proceeds, whilst the want of such recognition compelled the 
Trade-Unions to enforce payment of arrears by hiding and de- 
taining the objects seized upon. This coercive measure existed 
unchanged even in the seventeenth century 4 ; so that this rat- 

1 The Constitutions of Masonry published by Mr. Halliwell are very explicit 
as to the punishment of disobedient members. The 12th Punctus says that they 
shall be taken in charge by the lords, sheriff, mayor, and knights, &c. present 
(with the master and other masons) at the assembly where the ordinances are made ; 
and the 15th Punctus says that if they will not make amends for their disobedience, 
they shall be turned out of the craft and not allowed to carry it on, and 

“The scheref schal come hem sone to. 

And putte here bodyes yn duppe prison, 

For the trespasse that they hau y-don. 

And take here goodes and here cattelle 
Ynto the kynges hond, every delle, 

And lete hem dwelle here ful stylle, 

Tyl hyt be oure lege kynges wylle.” 

(1. 463-70.) — F. J. F. 

2 For instance, Ouin-Lacroix, p. 74 6 —^tatuts des Poulaillers de Paris (thirteenth 
century), art. 1 : u Nus ne puet estre poulaillier a Paris, se il n ’achate le mestier 
du roy, et le vent cil qu’il Pa achatd du roy, a Pun plus a Pautre mains, si 
comme il semble bon.” 

3 Compare Herbert, vol. i. p. 18. “Why the working implements of such of 
the mystery as were in arrears for their fermes might be distrained by the bailiffs 
of the Gild, to the amount it was computed they owed, and such distresses sold to 
pay the same ? . . . why on non-payment of a member’s share of the king’s ferme, 
his working tools to the amount should be sold, or detained in the custody of the 
bailiffs ; and also that any member offending against the liberties of the Gild, 
should be adjudged in like maimer to have his working implements seized and 
disposed of ? . . . also if any withheld from another of the Gild his proper wages, 
and would not pay him, the Gild had power by their bailiffs to distrain. ...” 

4 Compare Herbert, vol. i. pp. 191, 192. “If auie member, of his froward dis- 
position or otherwise, refuse to pay quarterage, penalties, arrearages, or other 
amerciaments, the master and wardens, with their officers, shall have power at 
lawful times to enter such member’s shop, and distrain the same.” The same 
measures, seizure of tools and closing a member’s shop, were also the means of 
coercion and punishment in the German Craft-Gilds, the so-called “ Handwerh - 
leyen ” (i.e. stopping of the craft of a member). Compare Politz und Biilau, Ncue 
Jahrbucher dcr Geschichte und Politik , 1843, vol. i. p. 359, &c. 
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which called forth Mich pliurif-uical indignal ion from the 
united i inploM r- press, probably enjoys :m uninterrupted descent 
from em|>lo\ti> asocial ion>; up to the time of Edward 11. Hut 
it is e\en tar older. It is the old right of distraint of the creditor 
a lintl the debtor, which neeurf in the earliest laws of all (ierman 
triln s t and w.i* lawfully exercised in Germany tip to the sixteenth 
century 1 * 3 . 

\ s the ohjc< t of the association of craftsmen was the regulation 
of their trade, it was a necessary condition of the ollicient working 
of their rules, that all who carried on the trade should belong to 
it. This was a matter of course, when they had been legally 
recognized as a special authority for lawful purposes. Hence it 
is altogether wrong to represent the constantly recurring ordin- 
ance. that every one earning on the trade should join the Gild, 
as a consequence of the monopolistic tendencies of the Crall- 
Gilds. There was, on the contrary, no question whatever of a 
monopoly in that time. It was not then as it was at the time of 
the degeneration of the Craft Gilds, when, as corporations with a 
limited number of members, they prohibited all non-members 
of the Gild from carrying on the trade. On the contrary, every 
person was at first permitted to carry on the trade, if only lie 
joined and submitted himself to the organism created for the 
purpose of regulati ng it, that is, if he entered the Craft-Gild; 
and then, as a member entitled to vote, he exercised influence 
on its decisions. The yearly formes (dues) too, which the crafts- 
men had to pay for their privileges, sufficiently explain their wish 
to draw' into their society all the men of their trade, in order to 
secure increased contributions; and when Edward III. granted 
a special Gild to the Flemish Weavers, the indignation of the 
London Weavers may be easily understood, as well as their effort 
to make the Flemish men participate in the payment of their 
formes -. 

The income of the Craft-Gilds consisted of small entrance- 
fees, of wax for the churches, and of taxes which were levied 
for special purposes as they occurred ; for instance, on the 
death, impoverishment, pilgrimage, &c. of a member. Regular 
periodical contributions are only met with at a later stage. 

The rules laid dow r n by the Gilds, and to which all men of the 
trade had to submit, had reference (i) partly to securing the good 
quality of the work, and ( 2 ) partly, like all Gild-Statutes, to the 
temporal and eternal welfare of their members. Both kinds of 


1 See Walter's Deutsche Iiechtsycschichte, Bonn, 1853, § 538, and Bluntschli’s 

Deutsches Privatrccht, § 102, No. 3. 

3 Compare Herbert, vol. i. p. 20, note ; Madox, Firma Buryi, pp. 194, 195. 
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rules were consequences of the fundamental principle of all Gilds, 
namely, care for the common interest by means of association. 
In the first kind, however, the function of the Gild, as a police 
authority on behalf of the public, possibly prevailed. But even 
in them the idea was present that by these measures they pro- 
tected themselves against loss of the honour and good repute of 
the trade, as well as against loss of custom. The latter motive 
may be especially attributed to those craftsmen who, like the 
Weavers, worked for a more extensive market. 

Wherever the Craft-Gilds were legally acknowledged, we find 
foremost, that the right to exercise their craft, and sell their 
manufactures, depended upon the freedom of their city, a fact 
which is sufficiently explained by the political tendencies of the 
Craft-Gilds. It is an exception when we find, as in the case of the 
Fullers of Lincoln, that strangers also were admitted on payment 
of special taxes to the Gild. On the Continent, after the four- 
teenth century, a system of reciprocity was frequently established 
between the several towns, as for instance in 1 365 at Tournay 1 . 

No one was admitted to any trade, even to the lowest, or 
tolerated in it, whose moral conduct and honour were not stain- 
less ; no one, also, who had not proved himself a proper workman ; 
and, therefore, no one who had not served a regular apprentice- 
ship. The duration of this apprenticeship differed in various trades. 
In England it generally lasted seven years, in France from three to 
four, sometimes six ; in Germany from two to four years. The 
admission of an apprentice was an act of special solemnity, 
corresponding to the important legal consequences it involved. 
As it was the beginning of a kind of novitiate to citizenship, it 
generally took place in the Town-hall, in the presence of the 
town authorities (in London, even in the present day 2 , it is 
performed in the Guildhall by the Chamberlain of the City), 
or in solemn meeting of the Craft-Gild. On this occasion the 
apprentice was specially instructed in his duties, both as to his 
moral conduct and the trade. At last, a record of the act — the 
indenture — was drawn up, which also contained the special con- 
ditions under which the apprentice was placed with his master. 
By this admission the apprentice became a member of the family 
of his master, who instructed him in his trade, and who, like a 

1 Ouin-Lacroix, p. 749 — StatiUs cles Tisserands de Tournay cn 1365, art. vi. : 
“ Ceux qui ne sont pas de Tournay ne pourront y exercer ce metier, que dans 
le cas ou les habitants de cette ville pourront exercer le meine metier, dans cellos 
d’ou ces Strangers sont originates.” 

2 Compare Arundell’s Reminiscences of the City of London and its Livery Com- 
panies, p. 162, London, 1869. For the instructions to apprentices from the 
sixteenth century, see S tow's Survey of London, Edit. 1720, p. 328. Compare too 
Moke, vol. i. p. 195, Berlepsch passim, for instance, vol. ix. p. 29. 
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father, lad to watch o\rr his morals, as well n.s his work, during; 
h's n)t|>rmtdcrshi|*. At the expiration of his apprenticeship the 
lad then n man was rn'riutl into the (iild again with spicial 
forms and delimit ii***, and heeaun* thereby a citizen of the town. 
On ln>th oceasiens a fee had to he paid : in London it was 
2 ». 6J. on bnvming an apprentice, and pv. 4 <1. on Incoming a 
memhi r of the (iild. 

Alter the <are for skilful workmen, the next concern of the 
di d was for the u>e of proper tools, and the application of well- 
adapted pnxvss< s of manufacture. No member of the Gild was 
allowed to possess tools “unless the same were testified to he 
gr*xl and honest;*’ and the statutes contained directions and 
prohibitions, entering 1 into the most minute details, with re- 
ference to the method of working;. It was specially forbidden, 
in the strongest terms, to mix inferior materials with a better 
sort, to the detriment of the buyer, or to sell patched-up 
articles as new. Measures were also taken to protect the public 
against the spoiling of materials entrusted to the craftsmen for 
manufacture. Thus, the statutes of the Whittawers 1 directed 
the Gild-brothers to assist a member who did not know how to 
go on with his work, in order that it might not be spoiled. 
Such directions are specially frequent among the Masons 2 , from 
whom customers received special guarantees for the proper com- 
pletion of their work. We also find sanitary regulations with 
regard to the observance of cleanliness in carrying on the craft. 
Subject to these measures of supervision, all Gild associates were 
allowed to sell all articles of the trade within the town, and 
without any other control than that of the Gild. 

Nominally, to insure the good quality of their wares, the Gild- 
Statutes always ordain that no one “ shall work longer than from 
the b« ginning of the day until curfew,” nor “ at night by candle- 
light.” I3ut doubtless the real ground for this ordinance was 
rather regard for the well-being of the Gild-brothers; it was the 
wish to give them leisure for fulfilling their domestic and 
political duties, and to prevent the collective body from being 
forced to over-exertions by the competition of a few too zealous 
for gain, and from being thus deprived of every enjoyment of 
life. Similar considerations were also sometimes the cause of 


1 Riley’s Memorials . p. 232. See also English Gilds, pp. 321 &c., 331. 

2 Riley’s Memorials , pp. 2S0-2S2 — Regulation* for the trade of Masons. 
According to them, he “ who wishes to undertake work in gross 55 has to bring 
forward four ancient men of hi-, trade as security for the proper execution of the 
work; and they, in the event of his not fulfilling his duty, have to execute the 
work themselves. Compare also the Code of the Rochlitz Stonemasons of 1462, 
art. 3-7 (Berlepsch, vol. viii. p. 196). 
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long- holidays; as for instance of the prohibition of the London 
Weavers 1 to work between Christmas and Purification-day 
(Feb. 2). The same considerations, supported by religious 
motives, caused the strict prohibition of work on Sundays and 
festivals, and “on Saturday or the eve of a double feast, after 
noon has been rung/ - ’ This last ordinance, forbidding work on 
the last- mentioned afternoons, was common to all countries, and 
had its origin in a custom of the Roman-Catholic Church to 
solemnize the eve of festivals and Sundays by religious services 2 . 
Hence it was lost at the Reformation ; and it was not till lately 
that English workmen were able to regain their lost holiday. 
There were also other measures arising from this general tendency 
to prevent a ruinous competition amongst Gild-brothers, as 
contrary to the spirit of brotherhood. Their ordinances were 
framed for the “ better relief and comodytie of the porer sorte.” 
No Gild-associate was to entice away a brother’s customers nor 
a brother’s servant. We frequently also meet with restrictions 
in the number of servants and apprentices which an individual 
member was allowed to have. And at an early period regula- 
tions as to prices, under the supervision of the town authorities, 
became common. The Gild-Statutes further forbad working 
for a customer who was still indebted to a brother. Any member 
becoming poor from “ adventures on the sea, or the advanced 
price of merchandize, or by borrowing and pledging, or by any 
other misfortunes,” might claim to be relieved in proportion to 
the fraternity’s funds. Even in 1723 the bye-laws of the Gild of 
the Joiners and Carpenters of Worcester ordained, “that wliere- 
ever any freeman buys any parcel of timber or boards coming to 
the city to be sold, and fit for the craits, every freeman may 
have a share therein, not exceeding a third, at cost price, on 
request, and paying ready money, under penalty of 20s. for 
refusing to share 3 .” As long as members of the Gild were out of 

1 Herbert, vol. i. p. 19. The acts and ordinances of the Company of Cutlers 
and makers of knives in Hallamshire prescribe in art. i. that no manufacturer, 
whether master, servant, or apprentice, shall perform “ any work apperteyninge 
to the said scyence and mystery e of Cutlers” for twenty-eight days next ensuing 
the 8th day of August in each year, nor from Christmas to the 23rd of January ; 
and in Art. iv., “ No person occupying any wheel for the grinding of knives to 
allow of any work being done there during the holiday months. Penalty as 
before.” (Hunter’s History of Sheffield, p. 119.) 

2 See, on the Saturday half-holiday in England in A. D. 1303, Robert of Brunne’s 
Handlyng Synne , ed. 1862. (Note by F. J. F.) 

3 English Gilds , p. 210. Mr Ludlow ( The Fortnightly Review , Oct. 1869, 
p. 405) very truly observes: “The spirit of this rule, as well as of that of the 
Berwick Gild as to sharing a load of herrings with one’s neighbours, is exactly the 
same as that of the rules of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, requiring 
members who take piecework to share equally any surplus made with all members 
working on the job. ’ 
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work, no number win to work with non-members. On the other 
liaml, n member w.b nlwav.s ullowctl to employ his wile, children, 
ami in.iiil in work; for tin* whole household of a (iihl-hrother 
belonged to the Gild*. This led unfortunately in later times to 
main «isings to the sons of Gild-brothers in lenming the trade 
and Requirin'* t lu* freedom of the (iihl, as well as to the degene- 
nition of the (iilds into family coteries. Another consequence 
of the-c law.s was, that after the death of a Gild-brother, his 
widow could carry on his trade, and could remain a member of 
the Gild. K\cn if she married Mgnin a man of the same trade 
who was not free of the Gild, she generally 2 conferred on her 
second husband that freedom bv manving him. If, on the 
other hand, she married a man who did not belong to the same 
trade, she was excluded from the Gild during that wedlock. The 
same brotherly spirit gave rise also to laws forbidding insults 
and ill-u.-age among Gild-brothers ; to the prohibition to appear 
before a court of justice for disputes about debts and other 
matters, unless every transaction had first, been examined by 
the Gild-wardens, and every compromise proved impossible; and 
also to a series of other rules referring to their domestic conduct 3 
mmmg each other, and the prevention of nnneighbourly tricks. 
The Gild-Statutes also, in conformity with the spirit of the 
times, often contain sumptuary laws for the members, and 
especially with reference to apprentices. As the Craft-Gilds did 
duty also as divisions of the military forces of the town, w’e find 
in their statutes many articles 4 referring to this matter; and 

1 This answers too the question of Mr. Toulmin Smith : "Why is lie (a fuller of 

Lincoln) not to work at the bar in company with an ordinary woman, while he 
may do so with a master's wife or her handmaid?” (Note on p. 180 of his 
collection.) In Hilev’s Memorial#, too, the rule is frequent, "that no one of the 
trade shall set any woman to work, other than his wedded wife and daughter” 
(for instance, pp. 216, 277, 547, &c.). Compare too Wilda, p. 329. 

3 The only exception known to me is art. vi. in the Statuts dcs Poulaillcrs de 
Penis : "The wife of a poulterer may cany on the said mystery after the death 
of her husband, quite as freely as if her sire was alive ; and if she marries a man 
not of the mystery, and wishes to carry it on, she must buy the (right of carrying 
on the) mystery, in the above described manner ; as she would he obliged to buy 
the mystery, if her husband was of the mystery, and had not yet bought it ; for 
the husband is not in the dominion of the wife, hut the wife is in the dominion of 
the husband” ("quar li homrne n’est pas cn la seignorie a la fame, mes la fame 
e>t en la seignorie k Thome”). — Ouin-Lacroix, p. 747. 

3 For instance, " that no man of the f rater nite take his neyghbor’s house y l Is 
of the same fraternite, or enhaunce the rent against the wille of the foresaid neigh- 
bor.” — Herbert, vol. i. p. 49; compare also Berlepsch, vol. v. p. 1 8, vol. ix. 
P-21. 

4 Wilda, p. 340. The Statutes of the J) chit curs de hois of Gant declare : “ Tuut 
meinbre qui ne se rend pas en armessous la bannit-re du metier, quand les bonnes 
gens de Gand se teunissent en equipage de guerre, forfaira le prix de plusieurs 
jours de travail pour chaque fois.” — Moke, vol. i. p. 196. Compare also the 
Statutes of the " Spinnwetter ” at Bale, 1271, Berlepsch, vol. ix. p. 21. 
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brilliant were the victories which some of the Gilds gained under 
their trade banners x . Naturally enough, the Craft-Gilds were 
not deficient in that element essential to all Gilds, the common 
meal, which in later times was held in their sometimes magni- 
ficent hall 1 2 . 

The Gild, which, as we have shown, stood like a loving mother, 
providing and assisting, at the side of her sons in every circum- 
stance of life, cared for her children even after death ; and the 
ordinances as to this last act breathe the same spirit of equality 
among her sons on which all her regulations were founded, 
and which constituted her strength. In cases of insolvency at 
death, the funerals of poor members were to be equally respected 
with those of the rich. 

Besides being brotherhoods for the care of the temporal 
welfare of their members, the Craft-Gilds were, like the rest of 
the Gilds, at the same time religious fraternities. In the account 
of the origin of the Company of Grocers 3 it is mentioned that, 
at the very first meeting, they fixed a stipend for the priest, who 
had to conduct their religious services, and to pray for their dead. 
In this respect the Craft-Gilds of all countries are alike ; and in 
reading their statutes, one might fancy sometimes that the old 
craftsmen cared only for the well-being of their souls. All had 
particular saints for patrons, after whom the society was fre- 
quently called; and where it was possible, they chose one who 
had some relation to their trade 4 . They founded masses, altars, 
and painted windows in cathedrals; and even at the present day 
their coats of arms and their gifts range proudly by the side of 
those of kings and barons. Sometimes individual Craft-Gilds 
appear to have stood in special relations to a particular church 5 , 
by virtue of which they had to perform special services, and 
received in return a special share in all the prayers of the clergy 
of that church. In later times the Craft-Gilds frequently went 
in solemn procession to their churches. We find innumerable 


1 For instance, the Journeymen-Bakers of Munich at Ampfing, 1322 (Berlepsch, 
vol. vi. p. 151), the Butchers of Liege at Steppes, 1213 (Moke, vol. ii. p. 66), the 
Furriers of Brussels at the siege of Malines, 1303 (Ibid. p. 124), above all, the 
Flemish Weavers at Courtrai, 1302 (Ibid. p. 146), &c. See . 

2 We have an account of the Tailors’ Hall in London existing already in the 
time of Edward III. (Herbert, vol. i. p. 87). 

3 Herbert, vol. i. pp. 43-45. 

4 For the names of the saints in certain trades, see Brand’s Popular Antiquities , 
vol. i. p. 202, ed. 1841. (Note of F. J. F.) 

5 Compare the London Saddlers (Herbert, vol. i. p. 16); but their Gild was 
probably a purely religious one ; see also the Fullers of Lincoln and their relation 
to the deanery of that city (Mr. T. Smith’s collection, p. t 79) ; and the Craft- 
Gilds at Bale and their relation to the cathedral (Berlepsch, vol. ii. p. 18, vol. v. 
p. 18, vol. ix. p. 19). 
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ordi»v)«*< nlsn :ij to (|i*» s’ipj'ort of the G. and |> or ; and to 
a I I n *-t 1 1 1 a**\ him f>r di tiv-s, tin* l/ondmi Compani s rarly 
built d\\ ling iv ar ll i ir lull". The ehi'T nuv lmwwrr of the 
(iddno M was always dirrot<*d to tin* welfare of tin* m>ii|s i f (he* 
dead. K\ cry year a requiem was Ming for all departe I Gild- 
1 roMier*, when th \ were all i ntioned bv name; and on tin* 
death of any meinlsT, speeial s'nie were held lor his soul, and 
distribution of aim* was made to the poor, who in return had to 
oil’ r up prayers for the dead, as is still the custom in Homnn- 
Catlndie e umtries h 

Som times we find in one and the same place a single trade, 
or kindred trades, organized into several Craft-Gilds ; as for 
instance in London, two Gilds of 'fanners, one without Newgate 
and one without Cripplogate ~ ; and the lour Weaver Gilds at 
Cologne in the thirteenth century a ; just as is still the case with 
the Trndc-lnk ns. And like the amalgamations of Trade- Unions, 
which are always heconrng more frequent in the present day, 
these different old Craft-Gilds frequently amalgamated in later 
times; as for instance the above-mentiom d four Weaver Gilds at 
C« logne in 1396, and the Fullers and Shearmen of London in 
3327 1 2 * 4 . Like the Trade-Societies embracing all Fngland, and 
even more, and like the early German Town-Confederations, these 
Gild-Unions in some trades were extended over whole countries. 
Thus we gather from the charter of the Tailors of Schweidnitz 
in 1361, that they formed a union of the tailoring trade in 
twenty-five Silesian towns 5 . And in the middle of the four- 
teenth century' the various Cutlers’ Gilds in Germany were 
united into four great fraternities, at Augsburg, Munich, Heidel- 
berg. and Bale, by whom all great differences, which could not be 
settled by the separate Gilds or their presidents, were legally 
decided c . But the most renowned of these confederations w r as 
that of the various building-lodges of Germany. It was 
brought about in 1452 by Dolzinger, chief-master at the building 
of Slrasburg Cathedral; and in 1454 common statutes were 
discussed and passed at a general meeting at liatisbon, and were 
revised and confirmed on several other lodge days. In accordance 

1 Thus, for instance, in the Statutes of the Fullers of Lincoln it is said ( Enylit<h 
Gihfa, p. 1^0) : “ When any of the bretheren ami sisteren dies, the rest shall give 
a halfpenny each to buy bread to be given to the poor, for the soul's sake of the 
dead.” These alms, in order that the poor should pray for the dead, sprang from 
the same belief as the causing masses to be said for the souls of the departed, 
and there is therefore no room for Mr. Touiioin Smith’s doubts and questions in 
bis note on p. 1 8 1 . 

2 Herbert, vol. i. p. 31. 3 Arnold, vol. i. p. 254, &c. 

4 Herbert, vol. ii. p. 654. 5 Lurlepsch, vol. ii. p. 230. 

6 Berlepsch, vol. vii. p. 123. 
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with these statutes, four central lodges were created, Strasburg, 
Cologne, Vienna, and Zurich, each with a separate district. 
Strasburg, however, had the precedence. The overseer of the 
cathedral works was Grand-Master of the Stonemasons’ fraternity, 
and according to its code, confirmed by the Emperor Matthias in 
1613, he was even then still considered as “ chief judge of stone- 
work/’ Even in the eighteenth century the Masters of the 
Stonemasons’ lodge at Strasburg demanded a goldfinch from the 
lodge at Rochlitz as a token of its dependence b And as late as 
1789, the Vienna lodge administered justice throughout the 
whole of its district, awarded punishment, and so forth. This 
union of the workmen in the building trades was followed by 
others amongst kindred or teehnically-identical crafts, especially 
amongst those which, on account of the trifling demand for their 
wares, could not exist in small towns at all, and only in limited 
numbers in large towns, as for instance the Locksmiths and 
Sword-cutlers 1 2 . The central societies were in the capitals, the 
branches in the small towns. Three masters in any one of the 
confederated towns formed a corporation, whose acts, if they 
were in conformity with the acts and statutes of the central 
society, were legally recognized by the other confederated 
societies. As the branch societies were subordinated to the 
central one, they were always obliged to send a couple of deputies 
to the meetings which took place at the abode of the central 
society ; and to give there the accounts of their branches. At 
these meetings the common good of the Gild was discussed ; and 
all concerns which could not be regulated by the branches were 
settled. Sometimes even the branches and central societies 
divided their money proportionately amongst themselves. The 
central societies of several crafts were at Niirnberg ; and masters 
from all parts of Germany — and even from Courland and Livonia 
— there purchased freedom and master’s credentials, and got 
their apprentices enrolled ; as, for instance, the Combmakers, File- 
cutters, Brushmakers, Coppersmiths, &c. 3 I would not enter into 
all these details, were it not for their great similarity to the 
circumstances of some Trade-Unions of the present day, for 
instance, the Amalgamated Engineers. 

Though in the preceding paragraph I have spoken partly of very 
late times, yet one relation, namely, that between workmen and 
masters before the degeneration of the Craft-Gilds, has not yet 
been touched on at all. The facts recorded concerning it, before the 


1 Berlepsch, vol. viii. pp. 186, 187. 

2 Politz and Biilau, 1842, vol. ii. pp. 341-343. 

3 Ortloff, liecht dev llandwcrker , pp. 82, 83. 


ex\x\ i 


§ i\ . Tin ( kai r-(.ii i>». 


middle of tho fourteenth century, are extremely meagre. They 
eoi»M-t rut i rely of prohibitions against engaging t lit' t'**r\ n n t of 
another In fore tin* expiration of his M*r\itinli*, or so long as his 
former master had :i claim on him ; of regulations a< to the nuin- 
1 >i r of sonant* allowed to n master ; of punishments incurred hy 
master* who kept hack their servants’ wages; and lastly, of tho 
ordinance that all disputes between masters and servants should 
be decided by the waidensol the Gild. Servants’ wages also were 
probably at that time fixed by the wardens. This slight notice 
of servants in the accounts of the early Graft-Gilds may however 
be sulhciently explained by the character of handicrafts in that 
age. They were for the most part merely local trades, and were 
mostly, if not entirely, carried on by natives of the towns, as 
many Gild-Statutes expressly declare. A great influx of labour, 
and an overstocking of the trade with hands, were therefore im- 
possible. Moreover, the Gilds were not yet close corporations, 
and in the then state of handicraft a large capital to carry 
it on as a master was not required. And if we consider, finally, 
that from the frequently recurring restriction of a master to 
only one servant ', a very insignificant number of them must be 
inferred, and that many Gild-Statutes do not even mention 
servants at all, but only apprentices, it appears very probable that 
the majority of apprentices would, as soon as their apprenticeship 
had expired, practise their handicraft on their own account, and 
that only a few* would work as servants, and these merely for a time. 
Of a real working-class, with separate interests and ideas, there 
was therefore at that time no question at all. We meet with an 
exception to this rule only in the cloth manufactures of the 
Belgian towns, which were carried on on a larger scale and for 
an extended market. Here servants took part, as delegates of 
their class, even in the supervision of labour -, gave their consent 
to the ordinances for regulating the trade, and received their 
pay in a definite proportion to that of their masters. In some 
places, as at Bruges, the servants received a real share in 
their masters’ profits 1 * 3 * 5 . Even where the supervision of woollen 


1 For instance, Statutz ties Chandeliers dc Rouen , rediyfscn 1360, Ouin-Lacroix, 
P- 5 C 9* 

5 Moke, vol. ii. p. 108 : “A Yprcs, nous voyons les valets adinis h partager la 
surveillance du travail. Ce dernier rfeglement, qui date de 1 280, divise ainsi les 
inspecteurs : il y aura dans la ville d'Ypres deux voies (e’est-h-dire deux inspec- 

tion*), l'inspcction du nord et Tinspection du sud. Dans cliacune six maltrcs et 

trois valets.” 

5 Moke, vol. ii. p. 99, says, speaking of the M Anciennes Ordonnanccs d'Yprcs ” 
of 12S0; “Void dans quelles proportions s’y trouvent calculus les salaires du 
inaltre et du valet dans le metier des tondeurs : — 
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manufactures was entirely in the hands of patricians, no regula- 
tions were framed without the servants having been previously 
heard '. 

Such harmonious relations, however, cannot be inferred from 
the accounts we have after the middle of the fourteenth century ; 
and this, it appears to me, was in consequence of the degenera- 
tion of the Craft-Gilds, which in certain places and in certain 
trades commenced with the fourteenth century. We must not 
forget that these Gilds were not unions of labourers in the pre- 
sent sense of the word, but of persons who, with the help of some 
stock, carried on their craft on their own account. The Gild 
contests were, consequently, not contests for acquiring political 
equality for labour and property, but for the recognition of 
political equality of trade-stock and real property in the towns. 
These contests, therefore, nowhere led to a participation of the 
masses in the government ; but in the place of an oligarchy of 
landed proprietors, an oligarchy of capitalists stept in 2 . If 
originally the capital required for carrying on a craft was but 
insignificant, and was possessed by the majority of the lower 
classes of the townsmen, so that the possession of small capital 
did not characterize the Gild in a higher degree than labour, yet 
this state of things was changed with the advance and flourishing 
of trade, and the increase of riches amongst craftsmen. But in 
proportion as a trade advanced and acquired wider markets, it 
afforded greater opportunities for the employment of capital ; 
and in the same proportion the Craft-Gild changed from a society 
for the protection of labour, into an opportunity for the invest- 
ment of capital. But at the same time this rise in the money- 
power of the Gilds — and especially of the cloth manufactures — 
drew the villeins in masses into the towns and into the trades h 
Concern for the productiveness of their investments aroused 
the spirit of monopoly in the craftsmen, and called forth a mul- 

L*e Valet. 

8 
8 

5 
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Les reglements du mdtier des Tisserands k Bruges (p. 14) ordonnent que de cinq 
deniers le maitre en ait trois, le valet deux (or le maitre fournissait le metier et 
le local). 

“ Plusieurs ordonnances rkglementaires portent pour clause, * du consentement 
des maitres et des valets.* *’ 

1 Thus at Brussels, see Moke, vol. ii. p. 108. 

2 Arnold, vol. ii. p. 292, &c. 

3 Compare Eden, State of the Poor', vol. i. pp. 30, 43, 57, 61. 
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tit lido of nMrV linns on (ho competition of (ho now n piling 
f.tunlic'. 1 ho entrance fec.s were raised; and on tho GoutiuenL 
nrvK* tho custom of requiring a costly nia*»torpii ec from every 
ouuider w lu> wanted leave to carry on a omit on his own account, 
whikt ontmnoo was made c:cy to tin* sons and sons-in-law of 
imnd^rs, ns woll as to those who marriod a widow belonging 
to a Gild 1 . At Bremen, whore, it appears, shoos wort 1 made 
for a larger market, as early as a. n. I 300, tin* metnhership of 
tho (lild among the Shoemakers was inherited hy both sons and 
daughters; and every one who became master had to pay a 
quarter of a mark. In 1308 it was decreed in (hat town that 
whoever wa* not born in the Gild, must before entering it be 
I>os-essed of a fortune of eight marks free of debt 2 . At Tournay •* 
it became necessary as early as 1365 to forbid usurers carrying 
on the Weavers' trade. The capitalist character of the Gild 
became preponderant to such an extent, that proof of the pos- 
sesion of capital, or of a house in which the trade was to be 
carritnl on \ was frequently made a requisite for a candidate’s 
admission. Often we find a forhiddancc to cany on trade 
with borrowed capital 5 ; and hence, even where the practice of 
inheriting the freedom of the Gild had not been established by 
the Gdd-Statutes c , the freedom became practically hereditary 
on account of the difficulty of complying with the conditions for 
entrance. Even the requisite of spotless honour for admission was 
abused hy the Gild-meetings in order to keep off competition, 
for they had the right of refusing admittance to anybody. Whole 
classes of persons were denied admission, as in Germany, all 
horn out of wedlock, the sons of peasants, & c. 7 In England 
also legitimate birth was a requisite of admission 8 . Besides, 

1 Ouin-Lacroix, p. 651 — Statuts dcs 1 vperonnier 8 de Bourn cn 1358, art. xi. p. 
655 ; Statute da Filas iers ct Filassiercs de Jiuucn, 1358 ct 1394, art. xvi., & c. 

3 Berlepsch, vol. iv. pp. 32, 34. 

3 Ouin-Lacroix, p. 749— Ftatuts dcs Txsscrnnds de Toumay cn 13 65, art. ii. ; 
“ Un usurier ne pourra exercer le metier de tisserand.” 

4 I.erlepsch, vol. vi. pp. 126, 127. 

5 Berlepsch, vol. ii. p. 229 — Charter of the Vienna Tailors, 1340. 

6 Ouin-Lacroix, p. 740 — Statuts da Fory crons d' outre la rivieres d'Orne ct Jure 
cn Xormanaie at 1405, art. i. : “Nul lie Lrgera s’il 11’est fils d’un ferron ou 
inari d'une de ses fiiles.” 

7 Berlepsch, vol. iv. p. 33 ; Pdlitz and Biilau, 1841, vol. ii., Stock’s article on 
Gilds, 

8 See the Constitutions of Masonry, piintcd by Mr. Ilalliwell from the MS. Bibl. 
Beg 17. A. I fol. 32, in the British Museum, second edition, 1844. Though 
these recognize the keeping of concubines by Masons, telling one, 

‘Thou schal not . . ly . . by thy felows concubyne. 

No more thou woldest he dede by thyne,” — ( 1 . 324-328) — 

yet by A rticidus quintus the apprentice is evidently to be of lawful birth : — 
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in this country in the fourteenth century every citizen had to 
swear, when he received the freedom of the City, that he would 
take no apprentice “ but if he be free-born, (that is to say) no 
bondsman’s son 1 ; ” and if after he was made free of the Gild 
and the City, it was known that he was of servile condition, 
he lost his freedom 2 . In short, in the fourteenth century com- 
menced the transformation of the trades into entails of a limited 
number of families, — though this number may have been large ; 
and the narrow-minded • spirit of capital, petty rivalries, and 
hateful egotism began to take the place of the great idea of as- 
sociation and solidarity under which the Craft-Gilds grew up and 
flourished. Sometimes the richer craftsmen withdrew from their 
poorer brethren into separate Gilds, as, for instance, the Shoe- 
makers from the Cobblers, the Tanners from the Shoemakers ;J ; 
and we frequently hear of disputes among the Craft-Gilds con- 
cerning what belonged to their trade 4 . The Emperor Sigismund 
also complains, in 1434, in his Secular Reformation 5 , that member- 
ship of the Gilds had then to be “'grossly bought/’ that in the 
town council the crafts followed with partiality their own advan- 
tage only, to the public detriment ; and he believes that the 
only remedy would be their abolition. Similar abuses of the 
craftsmen perhaps contributed to the ordinance requiring returns 
as to the aims, constitution, statutes and means of the Gilds, 

“ The fyfthe artycul ys swythe good, 

So that the prentes be of lawful blod.” — ( 1 . 147-8.) 

And the apprentice of higher degree is evidently also legally born : — 

“ By olde tyme wryten y finde, 

That the prentes schulde be of gentyl kynde ; 

And so sumtyme grete lordys blod 

Tokethys gemetry, that ys ful good.” — ( 1 . 143-6. F. J. F.) 

1 Compare the well-known passage in the Constitutions of Masonry (LIS. of the 
fifteenth century), ed. Halliwell, p. 16, Articulus quart us : — 

‘ ‘ The fowrthe artycul thys moste be, 

That the mayster hym wel bese 
That he no bonclemon prentys make, 

Ny for no covetyse do hym take ; 

For the lord that he ys bonde to, 

May fache the prentes whersever he go. 

3ef yn the logge [note the early use of the word lodge’] he 
were ytake, 

Muche desese hyt my3th ther make, 

And suche case hyt my^th befalle, 

That hyt my3th greve summe or alle.” — ( 1 . 127-136. F. J. F.) 

2 Stow’s Survey of London, p. 328, where examples are produced of citizens 
losing the freedom of the City in later times on account of their being born as 
bondsmen. 

3 Berlepsch, vol. iv. p. 41, &c. ; Ouin-Lacroix, p. 748 — Tanneurs de Sens , 1375, 
art. x. 

4 Berlepsch, ibid.; Riley, Memorials, pp. 156-162 ; Herbert, vol. i. p. 104. 

5 Goldasti, Constitutions Imperiale *, vol. iv. p. 189, cap. iv. 
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in 12 Rulinnl II.. to which wo tire imlcbtoil for most of the 
documents contained in M r. Smith's collection. At least, com- 
plaints ni^iiiM the Gilds were at other times* the occasion for 
such inquiries. Thus, in the ease of the London \\ cavers in 
14 Kdwnrd 11.. and later in 14^7, 15 Henry \ I., on a petition 1 
of the Commons to the kin”* declaring that the Craft -( Jilds aluised 
the privileges granted to them hy enacting ordinances hurtful 
to the common protit of the people ; and in our time also wo 
have seen, from the same cause, somethin”* similar in the Royal 
Commission on Trade-Unions. The Act which followed in con- 
sequence of the petition in 1437, the 15th Henry \ I. e. 6, 7, 
ordained, besides the returns just mentioned, “ that they [the 
Gilds] should not make or use any ordinance in disparity or 
diminution of the franchises of the kin”* or others, or against 
the common profit of the people, nor allow any other ordinances 
without their being first approved and enrolled before such 
Justices of the Peace, and that the same should be by them 
afterwards revoked and recalled, if not found to be wholly loyal 
and reasonable ,' ” kc. 

The last-mentioned restrictions in the Craft-Gilds at a time — 
the middle of the fourteenth century — when the villeins were 
rushing in great numbers into the towns to take up trades, must 
have prevented a great number, and in several trades the majority, 
of workmen, from themselves becoming independent masters ; 
and thus there arose a real working-class, with separate views and 
interests. Whilst the statutes before the fourteenth century 
frequently do not even mention the workmen, after the middle of 
the fourteenth century it became absolutely necessary to regulate 
their relations to their masters. Above all things, the provisions 
for the settlement of disputes between masters and workmen 
which recur in all countries, arc striking, as well as the care that 
both masters and workmen should fulfil their obligations to each 
other. The deciding authorities were here always the wardens 
of the Gild. Masters who withheld from the workmen the wages 
to which they were entitled were compelled to pay by the Gild 
authorities 2 . On the other hand, “ if any serving man shall 

1 Herbert, vol. i. pp io6, 107. 

2 Riley, Memorial*, p. 306 — Articles of the Alien Weavers, 1362: “If any 
workman has served his alien master by the day or by the week, and the said 
master will not pay the workman for his work, according as they shall have agreed, 
the good folks who shall be ordained or sworn to keep and rule the said trade, 
shall have power to forbid the said master to be so daring as to work at the said 
trade until he shall have paid his workman what he is bound to pay him. And if he 
shall do the contrary, and be convicted thereof, let him pay to the chamber the 
penalty that is underwritten. ” See also Ibid. p. 512 — Ordinances of the Founders, 
1389, and others. The Gild-Statutes of the Continent show the same fact, for 
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conduct himself in any other manner than properly towards his 
master, and act rebelliously towards him, no one of the trade shall 
set him to work until he shall have made amends before the 
mayor and aldermen, and before them such misprision shall be 
redressed 1 .” In the case of the Tailors of Vienna the rule became 
necessary that “ no workman shall be allowed to leave his master 
fourteen days before a festival,” that is, at a time when there 
would be the greatest demand for work 2 . Among the Tailors of 
Silesia we find that in 1361 the system of journeymen travelling 
in search of work was already completely organized 3 . Some of 
the Continental statutes— probably with the object of restricting 
competition — made it a requisite of mastership that every one 
should have worked as a journeyman for a certain number of 
years 4 . Moreover, all journeymen were strictly forbidden to work 
on their own account 5 ; and, where they were allowed to marry, 
their wives were forbidden to work 6 . These workmen had also 
frequently to become members of the Gild, and had to pay con- 
tributions 7 . But a great difference was evidently made between 
the workman who had no prospect of becoming a master, and the 
apprentice who took to the trade with that view 8 . Besides also, 
we meet with beneficent regulations in favour of the workmen. 
Thus, for instance, the articles of the Braelers 9 decree: “If any 
serving man of the said trade, who has behaved himself well and 
loyally towards his masters whom he has served, shall fall sick, 
or be unable to help or maintain himself, he shall be found by the 
good folks of the said trade until he shall have recovered and be 
able to help and maintain himself.” 


instance, Ouin-Lacroix, p. 748 — Statuts des Tailleurs de Montpellier en 1351, art. 
xi. : “ Si quelque maitre ne faisait pas justice h, ses ouvriers en leur refusant leur 
salaire, il sera tenu de les satisfaire k l’arbitrage des maitres.” Art. xii. : “Si quel- 
que ouvrier obligd envers quelq’un des maitres, ne voulait s’acquitter k Parbitrage 
des autres maitres, nul des maitres ne lui donnera plus d’emploi.” See also Ibid, 
p. 740 — Statuts des Forgerons, &c., en Normandie , 1405, art. i., and many other 
Gild-Statutes. 

1 See Riley’s Memorials — Ordinances of the Whittawers, 1346 (p. 232); Braelers, 
1355 (p- 277) ; Founders, 1389 (p.512) ; Brasiers, 1416 (p.624), & c. 

2 Berlepsch, vol. ii. p. 229. 

3 Ibid. pp. 230-233. 

4 See, for instance, Ouin-Lacroix, p. 735 — Statuts des Boulangers d\ Arras cn 1372, 
art. i. 

5 See, for instance, Ouin-Lacroix, p.748 — Tailleurs de Montpellier en 1351, art.xiii. 

6 For instance, Ouin-Lacroix, p. 584 — Cardiers de llouen en 1397, art. xii. p. 
675 ; Gainiers de Rouen en 1462, art. xiii. 

7 See Riley’s Memorials , p. 547 — Articles of the Leathersellers, 1 398 ; Ouin- 
Lacroix, Tailleurs de Montpellier en 1351, art. ii. 

8 For instance, Riley’s Memorials, p. 570 — Articles of the Bladesmiths, 1408 : 
“ And that no one of the said trade shall teach his journeymen the secret of his 
trade, as he would his apprentice, on the pain aforesaid.” 

9 Riley’s Memorials, p. 277. 
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The pingin' of 1 34S, and the o<-n-i <|u« nt d>- |x>|>nKit ion, brought 
ill-' opj.i »it«on Ik tw« i n t In* mti n st. of (In- working-elas*; and (In* 
rmpl«\ir* for tin* lirM tunooii a large ceiile ton eri-is. As t In* 
di'-'V took ndwintiige of tin- .small nuinl *-r of (Iiom* who oould 
*. \ 11 a>-os and | r . m rs in conformity with the intentions of the 
I ith ful in on!i r to inen*.i-e their lies, and as merchants and 
tr*d -Min n took advantage of the small supply of wares to raise 
tlnnr prici s in 1 ke manner the workmen endeavoured to use, (’< r 
a gen- ral rise in wains, the distress into which the propertii d class 
had been plunged through the universal dearth of la! our. The 
rons< iju» ne s of this were the notorious Statutes of Labourers 
(23 and 25 Kdward III.), in which it was ordained for workmen 
in general, 1 lit espeiiallv for agricultural lahourers and those cm- 
ployed in the building t Hides, that no workman should take more, 
ami no employer should give more, than had hern customary 
before the plague. It ha> hecome the fashion in our time to 
represent these wage-regulations as a policy contrived for the 
oppression of the labourer, and t hi< especially in explanations to 
working-men asking lor legal regulations of wages,— ns they 
frequently did towards the end of the last century and in the be- 
ginning 1 of the present, — of the superior value of modi rn legislation 
for the working-clas-. To give such a character to these statutes 
is however, in my judgment, a complete misrepresentation of the 
real state of the ease. These regulations of wages were but the ex- 
pression of the general policy of the Middle Ages, which .considered 
that the lirst duty of the State was to protect the weak against 
the strong, which not only knew of rights, hut also of duties of 
the iudhidual towards society, and condemned as usury every 
attempt to take unseemly advantage of the temporary distress of 
one s neighbour 1 . According to Knighton, there existed at the 
time of the plague such distress and such general loosening of the 
bonds of society as is only to be found in the descriptions of earth- 
quakes in South America. Whole villages died out; houses fell into 
ruins; nobody would work except for enormous wages. In con- 
sequence of this, whole flocks perished for want of herdsmen, and 
the corn-crops, which were unusually rich that year, perished on 
the ground, as no reapers could be found. All existing relations 
threatened to become dis-olved. To this was added an incursion 
of the Scots; and then the king, in order to bring something like 
order into the chaos, and to save the State and society from de- 
struction, issued the ordinance which compelled the labourers to 

1 From this policy sprang indeed all mediaeval price-regulations of wares, and 
especially of provisions, as well as th*» severe punishments and the frequent and well- 
meant, though mistaken, prohibitions of the engrossing of goods to re-sell them at 
higher prices in times of dearth. 
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work for fixed wages. In order to have something like a fixed 
standard, he naturally reverted to the scale of wages which ex- 
isted before the plague. But ordinances of this kind were by no 
means directed against the labourers alone, for similar measures 
struck at all who in a similar spirit of usury would enrich them- 
selves from the general misery, like those clergy who claimed 
larger fees for their prayers and masses, and like those merchants 
and tradesmen who raised the price of their goods. The purpose 
of the law, to protect especially the weak, may also be seen in the 
punishments which the rich incurred who paid higher wages, 
thereby raising the general rate, and thus preventing poorer men 
from hiring labourers 1 2 . However much this policy must be con- 
demned as unwise from an economical point of view, yet surely 
to render it suspected, as is the pharisaical wont in our days, is 
miserable ; for at all events its basis is more moral than ours, 
when we give up our workmen without protection to their 
employers, and they have to choose only between the conditions 
of their masters and the workhouse or starvation. 

In the towns the plague produced the same consequences as in 
the country, and accordingly, in 1350, we meet with a regula- 
tion by the mayor of London, of wages and prices in all trades 
in the City -. Likewise, in the ordinances of the Craft-Gilds 
agreed upon after the plague, we invariably find the rule that 
nobody l< shall take for working in the said trade more than 
they were wont heretofore 3 .” And when, in the year 1362, a 
tempest caused fearful ravages amongst the roofs of houses, there 
was issued a “ Royal order, that materials for roofing, and the 
wages of tilers, shall not be enhanced by reason of the damage 
done by the late tempest 4 ; ” an order whose title alone confirms 
my statement as to the motives of these laws. These endea- 
vours of the labourers to raise wages of course showed themselves 
first and most strongly in the trades in which, as in the cloth 
manufactures 5 , the new development had progressed the farthest, 
and in which there existed a large working-class. Thus we find, 
in the year 1350, a petition 6 from the Master-Shearmen to the 
City authorities of London, in which they complain that they 
could no longer have journeymen at the same rate of wages as 
formerly ; that “ now the men will not work otherwise than by 

1 See Knighton’s Chronicle in Historice Anglicance Scriptures decern , pp. 25 99- 
2601. Londini, 1652. — Consult generally on the Black Death of 1348, Mr.Seebohm’s 
excellent series of articles in the Fortnightly llcview about two years ago. — F. 

2 Riley’s Memorials , p. 253. 

3 For instance, Riley, pp. 245, 292, 330, &c. 4 Ibid. p. 308. 

5 In later times a Truck Act was also first required for the cloth manufacture, 

that of 4th Edward IV. c. 1 (1464-5). 

6 Riley, p. 251. 
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the doth, and tlnn s-< grr.illy hurry over (hi* same, that they do 
gn.il damage to tin* folk* to whom such cloths belong;” and 
that then lore the old customs slmuld he re-established under 
|s linitir*. One of their ordinances in the same year 1 shows that 
the journeymen in disputes hetween a master and his workmen had 
'• hereto!' re ” already availed themselves generally of strikes as a 
mean* of procuring satisfaction for their fellow-workers; it was 
therefore “ordained that from henceforth, if there he any’ dis- 
pute mo\ed letween any master and his man in the said 
trade, such dispute shall he settled by the warden of the trade.” 
If the workman did not submit to the warden, he was “to he 
punished by the mayor and aldermen at their discretion.” The 
statutes of the Alien Weavers of 1 362- contain the same enact- 
ment verbatim. 

\ceouuts at that time of strikes in the building-trade are 
particularly numerous; and this is easily’ explained by the pecu- 
liar circumstances of this trade, which differed from all others, 
'flic trade appears to have been of a twofold kind. \\ hen cathe- 
drals and palaces were built, there was but one master — the 
architect of the present day’. Between him and the workmen 
there were masters and foremen answering to the masters and 
foremen of modern factories’ 3 . The “lodge 4 ” itself of the archi- 
tect was very similar to our factories; it consisted of one or 
more workshops in which the workmen worked together; and 
the part of the Code of the Kochlitz Stonemasons referring to the 
workmen, hears a perfect resemblance, v ntlatis mutandis, to our 
factory rules In the building of dwelling-houses, however, it 
appears to me that the owner himself conducted the work, that 
he engaged both masters and workmen, and that the masters 
stood to him in the same intermediate position as the foremen 
above mentioned. lienee wc find in the legal regulation about 
wages, special directions liow much wages the masters in the 

1 Riley, p. 247. 2 Iljkl. p. 306. 

3 See in Berlepsch, vol. viii. pp. 194-209, the Code of the Rochlitz Stonemasons 
of 1462, which was formed after that of Strasburg ; also Ouin-Lacroix, 
p. 227, &c. 

1 The German word is “ lliitte.” It meant as well the workshop as the place 
of meeting, which in those days were identical. — -The seemingly different meaning 
of the word lodye in early (as in modern) England has been noticed above, p. 
cxxxix, nolc 1. Compare too from the same Constitutions of Mutsonry, p. 22, of 
the apprentice's duty : — 

“ The prevystye of the chamber telle he no mon, 

Ny yn the loyye whatsever they done ; 

Whatsever thou heryst, or systo hem do, 

Tell hyt no mon, whersever thou go.” — ( 1 . 279-282. F. J. F.) 

5 Berlepsch, vol. viii. pp. 204-209. 
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building 1 trades were to receive 1 ; and it was frequently defined 
how much the master might retain of the wages which were 
paid to him for the workmen 2 , or that he should deduct nothing 
for himself 3 . Sometimes also they undertook such buildings in 
gross, i. e. by contract 4 , as is proved by the statutes of the 
* London Masons of 1356. Thus these old building-trades show 
a great similarity in their institutions to those of our modern 
Great-Industry ; there were fewer persons who carried on the 
trade on their own account, and a greater number of dependent 
workmen, than in the other trades; and the last-mentioned 
ordinances point to relations, such as are still greatly abhorred 
by workmen of the present day. Naturally, those relations led 
then to the same differences between workmen and their em- 
ployers as they lead now. Thus in England the (t Royal man- 
date as to the workmen who have withdrawn from the works at 
the Palace of Westminster 5 ” tells us of a strike amongst the 
workmen in the building-trades ; and the two laws enacted there 
in the Middle Ages against combinations, congregations, and 
chapters of workmen, the 34th Edward III. c. 9 and 3rd 
Henry YI. c. 1, were directed against workmen in the building- 
trades only 6 7 . Moreover, the peculiar position of these trades is 
indicated by the fact that all the legal regulations of wages in 
the Middle Ages which are cited by Eden ?, refer — by the side of 
agricultural labourers — exclusively to the workmen in the build- 
ing-trades. About this time also there sprung up in the build- 
ing-trades in France the “ compagnonnage,” and for centuries it 
existed among workmen only employed in these trades 8 . 

Though the combinations and Trade-Unions in the building- 
trades of that age may be explained by the altogether peculiar 
circumstances of these trades, and though they must therefore 
be considered as an exceptional phenomenon, yet, on the other 
hand, the rise of a class of journeymen with special interests and 
views must have necessitated and called forth an organization of 

1 See Riley, p. 253 — Wage-regulations of the City of London ; also the 25th 
Edward III. c. 2 , as well as the 34th Edward III. c. 9. 

2 Berlepsch, vol. viii. p. 1 71. 3 Ibid. p. 197, art. 9. 

* Riley, p. 281. 5 Ibid. p. 271. 

6 Compare, too, the Ordinances of Worcester, art. 57 (Mr. Toulmin Smith’s 

collection, p. 397). The Act of Henry YI. (a.d. 1424-5) mentions “ the yearly 

congregations and confederacies made by the Masons in their general chapiters 
assembled.” 

7 Eden, State of the Poor , vol. i. See also Riley, Liber Albus, pp. 251, 288. 

8 See Simon, Etude historique et morale sur le Compagnonnage , Paris, 1853, p. 90, 
and others. This term meant originally, says the Diet . de V Academic, “ the time 
during which a young man who had finished his apprenticeship worked at his master’s 
before he could set up for himself. It is used now for the union of artisans in dif- 
ferent associations.” The latter is the souse in which it is employed in the text. 
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t . n \ irdincly, nii-rt on tin* Continent about this (iino 
wi'i, •)<« .) lr.it* n 1 1 it of journeymen, which wore formed alter 
tin uv**L 1 < tin' fr.it* riutie** of eraflxineu, just as the Cruft-Gilds 
«• ■ ii *r that of the Town-Gild-. Their statutes refer to eom- 
i, d»\»n«' *«’r\iiv at stated times, to cotnniou meals — with a 
p >d tn.], of duvet ion* about mnintuiiiing order on these oeca- 
»*'o. 40,1 Ht other nu'itiiur' — to burials, to support and nursing 

• a ii.r *.ieh, t«> i ntmnee-fi es, contributions, &c. Every journey - 
i, , i <>l tbi trade in a town bad to belong to it. AVc also find 
dimt on* for the journeymen to do their duty faithfully to their 
in- :* rs, md ineuleatmns of the rules of the Craft-Gild, as, for in- 

• t.iii* , that no one should summon another before a court of justice 
i t : 1 n e unpromi-e had been first attempted before the wardens 
of thi ir own journeymen's fraternity, and next before those of 
the Maxtor*’ (Jild. For these fraternities appear generally as sup- 
pi* m* ut- to the Masters' Gilds, providing 1 only especially for the 
s i. 1 and religious wants of their fellow-members of the journey- 
man c)as '. They were therefore recognized by the Masters’ Gilds, 
and e\en established by their consent. Thus the Journeymen- 
lbikers of Copenhagen 1 founded, in 1403, a Gild in honour of 
St. Catherine; and we have still the ordinances of the Journey- 
in, n- Hakers at Hamburg from 1481 -. Many others, no doubt, 
existed besides. In London also the same wants led the 
journei men to form the same organizations. But here the City 
authorities were evidently afraid of the workmen abusing their 
unions as a means of raising wages. At least, in 1383 they 
Fsued a proclamation J forbidding all congregations, covins, and 
conspiracies of workmen in general; and when, in 1387, three 
journeymen eordwainers, wishing to found a fraternity, combined 
with a Friar Preacher, in order that he might obtain for them a 
Confirmation from the Pope, and thus secure them against the 
la-t-mcntioned prohibition of the City, they were pounced down 
on. and carried oil' to Newgate, under the powers of the said 
prot Initiation, before their plan could be carried out 4 . A record 
of 1 y/> shows the existence of a religious fraternity of the 
serving-men of the Saddlers, <f called yomen V’ They had their 

' " p- 3 W 2 Berlcpsch, vol. vi. p. 125. 

1 K Affiwriah, p. 480. 4 Ibid. p. 495. 

1 Mr. Ii by o' serves in a note to this word, that tl it possibly may have been 
i r *' c b 1 ’ * abbreviation of the words * young man,* equivalent to garcio , and 

• »A 1 have no doubt that this is the right explanation of the word. The 
20' h Hi * d Ii h. 1 speaks of “ variety called yeomen.” The word is identical 

th«. U man 0 *f Uc t JunggcxdU, Junggcscllc means bachelor, a word which 

• . v-ry < ft< n use l for yeoman ; see, for instance, Herbert, vol. ii. p. 652. The 
r*- n Sr calling the journeymen of the craft yeomen and bachelors, was probably 
t * h y were at that time in England, as was the case in Germany, not allowed 
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own livery, and six governors; and had, in 1396, existed thirteen 
years. But as the Masters were of opinion that this fraternity 
might be made the means of raising wages, it was, at the 
Masters'* request, suppressed by the City authorities l . The same 
fate befell, in 1415, the brotherhood of “ yomen taillours,” who 
in like manner wore a livery, had their meetings and religious 
services, and lived in houses in common 2 . However, in spite of 
this attempt at suppression, the brotherhood continued to exist; 
for in 1417 they petitioned the City authorities to allow them 
to hold religious services for the souls of their departed fellow- 
members on the feast of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
(August 29), and “ to do other things which theretofore they 
had been wont to do.” We have no account as to the result of 
this petition, but it was most probably refused. 

As a substitute for these attempts to form an independent 
organization of the journeymen class, the City authorities always 
decreed, as in the above-mentioned case of the Shearmen, “ that 
the serving-men in the trade aforesaid should in future be under 
the governance and rule of the masters of such trade, the same 
as the serving-men in other trades in the same city are wont, 
and of right bound, to be.” To this was added, for their pro- 
tection, this precept, “ that the said masters must properly treat 
and govern their serving-men in the trade, in such manner 
as the serving-men in like trades in the city have been wont 
to be properly treated and governed ; ” and at the same time 
the means of appeal against the decisions of the Gild-masters is 
given to the workmen ; for it is ordained : “ And that if any 
serving-man should in future wish to make complaint to the 
Mayor and Aldermen, for the time being, as to any grievance 
unduly inflicted upon him by the masters aforesaid, such Mayor 
and Aldermen would give to him his due and speedy meed of 
justice as to the same 3 .” 

From the wording of these decisions, as well as of the regulations 
referring to workmen in the above-mentioned ordinances of the 
Shearmen, one might infer that the workmen in the just-named 
trades had not yet been under the control of the Gild-masters. 
But this is contradicted by the fact that in other cases the work- 
men were at that time generally subject to their authority; as 
well as by the fact that the City authorities in the year 1415 
expressly reproached the wardens of the Tailors' Gild that societies 


to marry before they were masters. (On the other hand, we must recollect that 
Spelman, and Wedgwood after him, hold the true derivation of yco- to be the 
Gothic cjaviy Fris. gao y gae y a district, county, village, whence Fris. gaeman, a 
villager. — F.) 

* 1 ltiley’s Memorials , p. 542, 2 Ibid. p. 609. 3 Ibid. p. 542. 
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, .in ,ng tin ir workmen, 1 1 those workmen wore 

,1 to tl.i ward. ns' control. It is |iossil»U‘, however, that 
in e^rt.i si tnnlis, mil i*.pccinlly in those trades in which — as 
in tlo- i lot h-in.inuf.teture — there was a large working-class, the 
\\«*rhini n, n ho themselves had no prospect of ever becoming 
i,. , ?,•?>, had up to that time not become apprentices, and 
did not t In n fore belong to the Gild; and that they were 
i ,w f,, r the first time subjected to the authority of the Gild- 
iii . -ttr**. lVrhaps the following enactment of the Leathersellcrs 
r . j, , to this; “That from /inter forth no one shall set any man, 
child or woman, to work in the same trade, if such person be not 
1 L / < -j prentice, amt enrolled in the trade; their wives and 
el i divn only excepted'. ’ 

It apjiars, however, that the way in which the affairs of 
the vu im-n were regulated by the masters of the Craft-Gild, 
to which the yeomen now' belonged as freemen on the ex- 
piration of their apprenticeship, satisfied their wants on the 
whole; for from thenceforth we know of no further accounts 
of such fraternities in London. From tw r o laws of Bichard II. 
one mav infer that fraternities of this kind existed in other parts 
of England ; for one of these laws enacts, “ that no varlets called 
yeomen ’ should wear liveries ; the other, “ that no livery should 
be givi n under colour of a Gild or fraternity, or of any other 
association, whether of gentry or servants, or of commonalty 2 * 4 .” 
The ordinances of the Gild of the Tailors at Exeter in the time 
of Edward 1\ . slioxv, moreover, that the servants there belonged 
to the Gild; but the ordinances speak also of a “ lleleshyppe of 
the Baclielerys 1 ,” which was probably a fraternity like that of the 
Journcymen-Bakers at Copenhagen, which w r e have already referred 
to; and it probably stood in the same relations to the Craft-Gild. 
But to tins fellowship there belonged also “ schoppe-holders,” 
probably such as bad become masters and bad not yet married. 
One instance that masters and wardens of Gilds really protected 
workmen against their masters, is furnished by the “Examples of 
the Control hv the Gild 1 ’’contained in Mr. Toulmin Smith’s col- 
lection. I n the Gild of the Cordwainers of Exeter a certain number 
of wardens was even regularly taken from the journeymen 5 . 

Tlie degeneration of Craft-Gilds — which began, as has already 
hi on shown, so soon after they had obtained independence and 
authority in trade matters in the towms — progressed, after it had 

1 Riley's Memorials, p. 547 — Ordinances of the Leathersellers, 1398. 

1 Herbert, vol. i. p. 60. Compare also Eden’s State of the Poor, vol. i. p. 597, note. 

1 Mr. Toulmin Smith’s collection, p. 313. 

4 ]l*i»l. p. 322, No. 6. 

4 ll.il. p. 332. 
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once begun, with increasing rapidity. In the fifteenth century 
the capitalist quality of the craftsmen becomes more and more 
prevalent among the requisites for obtaining membership; and 
ever more numerous become the restrictions by which they endea- 
voured to seclude themselves, and thus to make the handicrafts 
the monopolies of a few families. But this was even more the 
case in the following centuries, and therefore Lord Bacon, speak- 
ing of these Gilds, justly describes them as “ fraternities in 
evil.” 

Accordingly we find in 1503, in 19 Henry VII. cap. 7, a 
repetition of the restrictions on the “ masters and wardens from 
making any new bye-laws or ordinances concerning the prices of 
wares and other things, for their own singular profit, until first 
examined and approved of by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treasurer, 
or King’s Justices,” restrictions which had been attempted in 
vain, as it appears, by 1 5 Henry VI. cap. 6. But as the corpora- 
tions, again acting contrary to this law, arbitrarily raised the 
entrance-fee of apprentices to 405., the Act 22 Henry VIII. cap. 
40 (a.d. 1530) fixed it again at 2 s. 6 cl. on becoming an appren- 
tice, and at 3s. 4 d. on obtaining the freedom of the Gild. In 
1536 it became even necessary to pass a law (28 Henry VIII. 
cap. 5) forbidding the masters of the corporations to take an oath 
from the apprentices that they should not carry on the trade on 
their own account without the masters’ consent ; and also forbid- 
ding them to exact sums of money for granting the freedom of 
the Gild. How little these laws availed against the selfish endea- 
vours of the Craft-Gilds to prevent apprentices from becoming 
masters, and thus diminish competition, is shown in the account 
by Stow (edition of 1720, p. 329) : “It was a great matter in 
former times to give ,£10 to bind a youth apprentice ; but in 
King James I.’s time they gave £20, £40, £60, and sometimes 
£ 1 00 with an apprentice. But now these prices are vastly en- 
hanced to £500, or s£6co, or ^800.” In agreement with this is 
the account that Cromwell granted the Grocers a charter, by which 
they were empowered to levy a fine of ^30 on a member at his 
admission '. The ordinances of the Cutlers of Hallamshire 1 2 , of the 
sixteenth century, and of the Framework-knitters 3 , of the seven- 
teenth, show moreover, in the privileges enjoyed by the children 
of Gild-members, the same tendency to make the trade hereditary 
which prevailed among the Craft-Gilds on the Continent. 

Though the last sums mentioned by Stow probably merely 
refer to the twelve great companies, yet the general laws under 

1 Herbert, vol. i, p. 183. 

2 Hunter’s History of Sheffield, p. 119. 

3 Journals of the House of Commons , vol. xxvi. pp. 790-794. 
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H.nn \ III . which l'.ivc 1 cjuot . point to such grout difli- 

i' . I tic* hind* ring apprentice* in nil trades Iroiu becoming musters, 
t) x\ ,-.m i .-il\ under- tmul why they were so exasperated 
m *t miners, who, specially allured and favoured hv kings, 
t -«Mild i.vrrv on their craft* without these hindrances. 'I’his 
e\.* ■ j «’ ration 1< d to repiatid insurrections of the apprentices, the 
lir-t mi Evil May -day 1,17; another in 1586, against those 
f.nign tradespeople who for the sake of religion had sought 
rvi gv in England 1 * ; and in 1641 it gave rise to a petition 
from the apprentices to Parliament for measures against the 
strong* rs, who took away all their prospects of independent 
set t lenient, whilst they themselves had to struggle with so many 
hindrances 

In Germany also, after the sixteenth century, ordinances 
against the abuses of the Craft-Gildmen arc met with regularly 
in the laws of the Empire 3 , and especially against the exclusion of 
whole classes of persons from the Craft -Gilds on account of pre- 
tended infamy of birth. On admission to tin* Craft-Gild, real 
proofs of nobility — just as in the case of collegiate chapters — had 
to be furnished at the examination whether a candidate was 
worthy by his birth of the Gild or not 4 . In the ordinances of 
individual German States we meet with similar enactments 
against the heavy expenses 011 the admission of apprentices as wc 
do in England, and which were followed by similar results 5 . As 
the apprenticeship did not last seven years, as in England, but 
only from two to four years, the Craft-Gilds, in order to diminish 
competition, laid the journeymen under the obligation of travelling, 
sometimes for live years 6 . Moreover, after the end of the fifteenth 
century, the making of a masterpiece became a requisite for the 
right of the independent exercise of a craft. This was a very 
costly article, and, after all, unsaleable, as the tilings required 

1 Stow, e<l. 1720, p. 333. 

1 The A pprent ices <f London Pet. lion presented to the Honourable Court of Parlia- 
ment, 1641 (lJritisli Museum): “And first wc beseech your honours to take into 
consideration the intolerable abuse of our apprenticeship : for where wc by coercion 
are nece.-'-arily compelled to serve seven or eight years at least, before wc can 
have the immunity and freedom of this city to trade in : those which are mere 
s'rang.rs do snatch this freedom from us, and pull the trades out of our hands, so 
that bv these means, when our times arc fully expired, wc do then begin in a man- 
ner to suffer a second apprenticeship to them, who do thus domineer over us in our 
own trades," &c. 

* Reformat ion rjutcr Polled zu Augsburg, 1530, tit. 39; 1548, tit. 36, 37 ; Peccs- 
tus I mjtcrii , 1551, §§ 83, 84 ; 1559, §§ 75-80 ; 156b, § 178; 1570, § 152; Jlcich- 
tpoliz' iordnung , 1577, tit. 13, 37, 38; Rccessug Imperii, 1594, §$ 125-127; 1654, 
§ loO; Conduturn Imperii, 1731. 

* See Stock’s article on Gilds in Pblitz and Eiilau, vol. ii. 1841. 

1 See Berlepech, vol. ii. p. 235. 

* Ibid. vol. vi. p. 119. 
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were frequently altogether useless h Moreover, in spite of ordin- 
ances of individual German States to the contrary, the most 
luxurious inauguratory dinners 1 2 * were required, so that the few 
who found it possible to become masters, generally commenced 
business in debt. The sons of masters, however, were exempt ’ from 
all these restrictions, from the appointed term of apprenticeship 
and the travelling, as well as the masterpiece. Indeed, the tyranny 
of these family-clubs extended itself to the most intimate relations. 
Whilst the journeymen were generally forbidden to marry 4 , the 
masters were required to be married 5 ; and sometimes the candi- 
date for the mastership was even obliged to point out an “ honour- 
able and virtuous ” maiden as his future wife 6 . The descent of the 
bride or wife was then subjected to the same examination as that 
of the craftsman himself; but if the latter resolved to marry the 
daughter or widow of a master, special favours were in store for 
him. Corporations frequently traded with their freedom 7 , and 
the latter was often attached to particular houses. Stock says 
very justly indeed : “ A merchant’s shop, a brew- or bake-house, 
a stall in the shambles, the workshop of a smith or shoemaker, 
resembled a prebend; they were only more difficult to obtain; 
but they were also worth more than the latter, because they 
were hereditary 8 .” In Trance also the Craft-Gilds, after the 
middle of the fifteenth century, hardened into the same narrow- 
mindedness as in England and Germany, with the same favours 
to the sons of masters as regards the term of apprenticeship and 
of travelling, entrance-fees and masterpieces, so that as earty as 
1614 the Third Estate desired the suppression of these Gilds. 

The transformation of the Craft-Gilds into societies of capital- 
ists, exercised of course also an influence on their government ; 
and it appears altogether natural when, in the sixteenth century, 
we see that government entirely transferred into the hands of 
the richer Gild-Members. The Gild-Members were at that time 
in England divided into three classes : the livery, to which the 
richer masters were admitted ; the householders, to which the 
rest of the masters belonged ; and the journeymen belonging to 
the Gild, who were simply called “ freemen,” sometimes also 
“ yeomanry ” or “ bachelors/’ Instead of the former sovereign 
meeting of all Gild-Associates, there now appeared a “ Court of 
Assistants,” who governed the Gild and enacted its ordinances. 

1 Politz and Biilau, vol. ii. p. 121 (1841) ; Berlepscli, vol. ii. p. 239. In Eng- 
land also masterpieces were sometimes required ; see, for instance, the bye-laws of 
the Company of Framework-knitters ; Journals of the House of Commons, vol. xxvi. 
pp. 700 - 794 - 

2 Berlepsch, vol. vi. p. 128. 3 Ibid. vol. iv. p. 52. 

* Ibid. vol. iv. p. 77. 5 Politz and Biilau, vol. ii. p. 125 (1841). 

• 6 Ibid. 7 Ibid. 8 Ibid. p. 127. 
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Th» fir^t lr^nl n]i|wntim*nt of n Court of As^isInnN is mot with 
in ,1 r ilulip and Mary . Mlcr t lt«* time of .hiines I., llio 
t f .• o*frr of till' olot ti\ c I'ranchi'd* from the “ rommunUas ” to the 
i (jrt> of tlio I'omj'iiiiii s 1 •of. ■line jjoiier.il in tlie charters) mill in 
tie- manner, \»hnt had hitherto existed merely on siill'crauee 
. f - il. The king appointed the first memhers of the 
e >irt f.«r life. A- the^e withdrew or died off, the court itself 
|i I d up the numher from former Masters and Wardens. 
But tin — i' it likewise eluoe from amongst the liverymen. r l'o 
the rot of the Gild-Members, election-day briefly meant the 
dav on which tliov assemhled in the Gild-hall to hear the 
n.iuii « of the fleeted proelainied 1 2 . An oath was also introduced 
for all memhers, in which they swore to obey the Master and 
Wardens and their ordinances ’. Refractoriness towards the Gild, 
violation of its laws, refusal to accept otlice if elected, — these were 
punished as formerly. The charitable regulations also remained 
the same as in former times. 

The transfer of the centre of force from the Meetings of all 
the Gild-Associates to the Court of Assistants was not always 
effected without opposition from at least a part of the members, 
as is proved by a pamphlet of the year 1649 on the Constitution 
of the Clothworkers’ Company, the successors of the old Weavers* 
Gild 4 . According to this pamphlet, a part of the Gild-Asso- 
ciates, relying on the old charters of the Gild, appear to have 
claimed for the whole body of the Gild-Members, both the 
right of electing their Wardens, as well as of framing ordin- 
ances. Against this the said pamphlet endeavours to prove, 
with the most arbitrary misrepresentation of the sense and the 
words, that the word “commonalty*’ in the old charters meant, 
not the collective body of Gild-Members, but only the Master, 
Wardens, and Assistants. A glance at the charters shows at once 
the untenableness of this assertion a . The transfer of the supreme 
authority ri sted rather, as it seems, on ordinances of the Gild. 
However, the democratic party failed in their endeavours. 

1 Herbert, vol. i. p. 11S. 

5 Ibid. vol. ii. p. 652, &c. 3 Ibid. vol. i. p. 1 88, &c. 

1 One copy of this pamphlet is in the Corporation Library, Guildhall, and two 
copies in the British Museum.' In all three the title is wanting. One of them is 
i*i the collection of pamphlets of the year 1649 £T ven by George III. to the 
Mu urn, and lias attached to it a sheet of writing-paper, on which is written in 
ink : Chit win * CoUrrtion* of yc Company of yc Cloth worhera Priudidycs , Aug, 1649. 

i The ( hnrtrr of the Comjstny of Clothwo/hens of London , London, printed in the 
yoar 164S (British Museum). — During my stay in London, the same struggle was 
f.oing on in the Watorm* n and Lightermen's Company between the masters and 
th • men the latter being represented by the Thames Working-Lightermen and 
W aU nnen's Protection Society, as I was informed by the Secretary of this 
Society. 
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The possession of large capital, which became more and more 
a requisite for the independent exercise of a trade, would impair 
more and more the prospects of workmen becoming masters, and 
would call forth an ever-increasing antagonism between the 
interests of workmen and masters h It is evident that, under 
these circumstances, special laws and organizations became ne- 
cessary for the workmen. In Germany, where the Craft-Gilds 
were governed as in England, by one master and eight council- 
lors, — except that in Germany the government did not degenerate 
into such an oligarchy as in England, because the collective body 
of Gild-Members always elected the governors, — we meet with 
such organizations in connection with the system of the travel- 
ling of journeymen which had become obligatory since the six- 
teenth century. 

It was a difficult task to live in a large town, in a foreign land, 
with a very scanty supply of cash, until the wandering journeyman 
had convinced himself, after many inquiries, whether there was 
work to be had in the place. At the same time it was a matter 
of importance to the masters living in a town to have the means 
of finding out whether there were journeymen in search of work, 
so that in case of necessity they could at once obtain hands for 
their workshop. Both these wants were met when the host 
(j Herbergsvater, father of the inn) appointed to the charge of the 
house of the Gild (the so-called Herberge, inn) was obliged to 
take in every one who could furnish proof that he was a journey- 
man of that particular craft. When, then, a travelling journey- 
man arrived, who wanted work, the host was able to give him 
the necessary information, for there was in the house a list of all 
the masters who were in want of journeymen. If several masters 
had asked for men, he who was first on the list received the 
first journeymen who arrived j but the master who had more 
journeymen, had always to give place to him who had fewer 
in his workshop. Sometimes a special master or a journeyman 
was appointed by the Gild to look out for work for the wandering 
journeymen 1 2 . If the journeyman found no work, he received 
in various crafts (the so-called geschenJden, donation-giving ones) 
a sum of money to support him on his journey to the next town, 
which was called the donation ( das GeschenJc ) : this came not 
merely from a fund which the journeymen had formed amongst 
themselves for that purpose, but the masters also contributed 
towards it 3 . There are a series of ordinances referring to cases 

1 The true employer’s spirit is already to be seen from the pamphlet, Relief of 
Apprentices wronged by their Masters y London, 1689 (British Museum). 

2 Already ordained by the Reformation <j liter Polizei, 1530, tit. 39. 

3 Berlepsch ; vol. iv. pp. 73, 74. 


in which n jouruov mun was to forfeit the donation; and as tin* 
Imp ml laws' which at first forbade altogether the giving of 
d- .ai account of the abuses connected with the system) 

had 1,0 ,'fovt. they were contented with restricting it. 

In the more important trades in Germany this system of 
travelling led to the formation of special fraternities of journey - 
imii, which so strikingly resemble the Trade-Unions, that a 
description of them may be of interest. The following account 
is dented principally from the Statutes of the “ Shoe-servants J ” 
of Arn^tadt in fliiiringia in the year 1628. As the Introduction 
informs 11s these rules were ordained at the request of the 
n -ter«N of the Shoemakers' Gild of that town. It narrates 
that of old the Shoe-servants had a fraternity, imposts, and 
some Articles; but that since these had fallen into abeyance, 
and the Articles had been destroyed in the great fire, the masters 
had decided “ to get some new’ Articles confirmed, especially as 
in these evil, unquiet, and perverse times it was highly necessary 
to establish and maintain sound discipline and honesty in (lie 
craft*." In the first place, an inn was established, where all 
wandering journeymen had to turn in. The host was called 
Father; the housewife, Mother; the daughters and maid-ser- 
vants, Sisters; the sons and servants, Brothers 1 * * 4 . To call them 
otherw ise was an otfenee for which there was a fine. The greatest 
reverence had to he paid to the Father and Mother. In this 
inn the Shoe-servants could obtain a meal for two groschen (2 
and a night's lodging for four pfennige (about a halfpenny). Work 
was also found for him here ; and no wandering Shoe-servant was 
allowed to enter the service of a master before lie bad been at 
the inn. r ihc fraternity was governed by Hie whole body of 
Shoe-servants, who met every fortnight for this purpose. Re- 
ligious service was held before every meeting. All Shoe-servants 
had to attend the meeting, with the exception of masters’ sons 
who worked with their own father; for as they were not obliged 
to travel, the chief object of the fraternity did not concern them. 
But masters' sons who did not work with their father were obliged 
to appear. Those who came late were fined. Two elders presided 
at the meetings. But no meetings could take place, no regula- 
tions could he framed, and no decisions come to without the 

1 H«c the Reformat ion yulcr Pulizci , just mentioned, a n < 1 Conclanum Imperii, 
*7 >• S 7 - 

* lierlepoch, vol. iv. pp. 67-72. 

1 The German word is “ Sclmhknechte,” i. e. shoe-servants. The journeymen 
Shr* makers were thus caller] in Germany up to the year i 799, when, at Niirnberg, 
they first got to he called “ Geselle *’ (Berlep.-ch, vol iv. p. 67). 

for the identical way of naming amongst the French “ Compagnonnage,” 
compare Simon, Elude eur lc Compaynonna'je , p. 154. 
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presence of the masters’ deputies, who were elected annually. 
The journeymen had also their own box, containing’ their Articles, 
their seal, and whatever other documents or valuable effects the 
fraternity possessed. The box was provided with two, and some- 
times with three, locks, the keys of which were kept respectively 
by one of the elders and one of the masters, so that neither could 
open the box in the absence of the other. The seal of the 
journeymen could only be used with the consent of the whole 
fraternity and the deputed masters. The opened box was the sign 
that the meeting had begun, just as with the Craft-Gilds. 
While, therefore, the box was open, all present had to remain 
with uncovered heads, and during such time all disrespectful 
conduct, as well as improper clothing, cursing and swearing, — 
in short, all that showed want of respect, — was severely punished. 
On the other hand, we find that, whilst the box was open, a 
social cup was handed round, to the expense of which all had 
to contribute. One of the elders had to collect this, as well 
as the other contributions ; and in case he neglected this or 
any other duty, he incurred punishment. The other contribu- 
tions of the members consisted in one groschen (i-ief.) entrance- 
fee, in a fortnightly contribution of six pfennig en (about three 
farthings), with one groschen (i \d.) every quarter. In return 
the members received support in sickness, for which, however, 
they had to make repayment if they were restored to health ; 
and in the event of death they were buried at the expense of 
the fraternity. All journeymen had to attend the funeral ; and 
this was also the case when any member of a master’s family 
died. The Statutes contain, besides, regulations for promoting 
orderly conduct and good morals among the Shoe-servants. 
Associating with common women, playing at dice, immoderate 
drinking, inducing others to drink, gaming, and such-like things, 
were all punished. No one was allowed to go about the streets 
except in decent clothes ; and all who insulted or calumniated 
others were also punished. 

Much the same were the journeymen fraternities in all trades 1 ; 
except in the Stonemasons’, for every individual master stone- 
mason, with his journeymen, formed a fraternity 2 . The societies 
of the French “ compagnons ” corresponded to these organiza- 
tions; except that with them I know nothing of a superin- 
tendence by the masters. There were in both the same ceremonies 3 

1 See Berlepscli, vol. vii. pp. 162-168 ; vol. ix. pp. 76-89. 

2 Ibid. vol. viii. p. 192. 

3 See in Berlepsch, vol. ii.-ix., the chapters on the journeymen and their 
customs; also Simon, Sur le Compcignonnage , and Agricol Perdiguier, Le Litre 
du Compagnonnagc , Paris, 1857. 
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11 j n nlii'i**! n, on filtering (lie inn, on mooting (needier, and 
• t -rth , a»'*l though the** 1 may l»e partly explained by (he 
initnitx’ii of t lie jeurnei men t Ini'* to onlianeo in their own eyes 
the inij« rtamv of tlwir state, 50 rich in toil, yet these ceremonies 
m »t m-vertluh-s he considered to u nreal extent as absolutely 
alwird. A- mg’ect of these formalities was severely punished 
1\ tin journeymen, they drew down upon themselves severe 
nn tiiunts from the Gorman Imperial Legislature 1 ; and in 
1'r.ijnv the 0 - . ign ' is ( union tticrs cl Tailleurs of Paris fell in 
c- ns. pit nee under the gr< ater excommunication in 1648 2 . 

Isj.eallv interesting too, with regard to modern Trade- 
I'nions, is the Craft-Odds'’ practice of punishment by Scfic/ten, 
r»\ ilinir, i.c. declaring' any one infamous 3 . Both master and 
journeymen were reviled in this manner; and, indeed, on the 
most sjllv ground.*, as, for example, when any one had killed 
a c.it or touched a dead dog ; so also for infringements of Gild prio- 
ri) lcs, a* when any one enticed away another's custom. Indeed, 
whole Gilds imposed such interdicts upon each other. livery 
Gild and every journeymen’s fraternity kept a “ black list." In 
this, as well as in the testimonials of travelling journeymen, the 
names of the reviled were entered, so that the warning against 
tin m spread through the whole country. As soon as the 
journeymen heard of the occurrence of such a reviling, they 
turned out of the workshop of the reviled master, or refused to 
work with the reviled journeyman, until these had made atone- 
ment, and were again recognized as honourable by the governing 
lx dy of the Gild 4 . This reviling was the most severe punish- 
ment that the Gilds could inflict on refractory members; and 
though the strike was not then a legal means of coercion — for 
the Imperial laws were violently opposed to it — yet this shows 
that it was at least recognized as such by the employers 5 . 

But frequently — as, for example, when the Gild omitted to 

1 Cemdiuum Imperii , 1 73 1 . § 9. 2 Simon, Sur le Compngnonnnge, p. 74. 

1 In the early Middle Ages every enditor used to revile thus his debtor on non- 
fulfilii nt tif his obligations. See Gengler, Deutsches Pnvatrecht , Erlangen, 
1 * 54 . P; I 9 & 

* Politz and Biilau, 1843, vol. i. pp. 359-364. 

* The possession of stiil greater power by the journeymen is shown by the 
cont-~ t btlwe«n the Chapter of the cathedral at Magdeburg and the journeymen 
Smiths of that city, in the year 1600. ITie Gild of Smiths at Magdeburg ex- 
Un 1 d al*o over the surrounding small towns and villages ; but tbe jurisdiction 
o\cr tl e masters and journeymen who lived there was exercised, not by the Gild, 
but by the j urnejmen Smiths of Magdeburg. This relation was even recognized 
ly the government, and in the contest of 1600 the journeymen compelled it to 
carry out the r wishes, by threatening to leave the workshops and even ‘‘to stop 

thf masters’ hammer.” Indeed, the Chapter was obliged to pay them a fine of 
a hundred thalers. Politz and Biilau, 1843, vol. i. pp. 365-369 ; printed also 
in Berkpsch, vol. vii. pp. 72-75. 
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punish a master who had infringed any of the trade customs 
of the journeymen, or who in their judgment was not honourable, 
or when the masters, by means of the local authorities, had. 
carried a resolution which was to be entered in their book of 
Articles — all the journeymen of a place struck work, and then 
wrote to the journeymen of other districts, warning them from 
coming to the places of strike 1 . Such occurrences took place 
especially at Mayence, Wurzburg, Augsburg. The most famous 
of them, that of the Augsburg Shoe-servants 2 in the year 1726, 
was in fact the cause of the Imperial decree of 1 73 1 j which was 
directed against this and several other abuses of the handicrafts. 
The Imperial laws, however, were never carried out, and the 
decrees of the territorial princes remained ineffectual, since the 
handicrafts throughout the whole of Germany hung together. 
Further tumults on the part of the journeymen led at last to the 
entire suppression of their fraternities. In many parts of Ger- 
many, however, they existed till the present century 3 . 

Among all these seditions, though, I do not know one which 
had its origin in disputes about wages. It was rather presumed 
infringements of privileges, innovations in trade customs and the 
like, which always produced the uprising. In France, it is true, 
we already find strikes on account of wages 4 . On the whole, 
however, these situations show a tolerable understanding between 
master and journeymen. The special associations of journeymen 
are much rather supplements of the Craft- Gild-organization, than 
confederations directed against the masters : nowhere do we find 
a trace of opposition against the prevailing trade-system, as such, 
like we see in the quarrels between our Trade-Unions and their 
employers ; the old disagreements seem merely like family dis- 
putes between parents and children. 

But while in Germany and France the working-class was 
thus completely organized, and even to a certain degree governed 
itself under the superintendence of the masters, we must ask 
whether a similar state of things did not exist among English 
working-men ? The “ Acte towchinge Victuallers and Handy- 
craftmen,” 2nd and 3rd Edw. VI. c. 15 (1549), forbids, it is 
true, — jointly with the conspiracies and covins of the sellers of 
victuals “to sell their victuals at unreasonable prices,” — all “ con- 
federacies and promises of the artificers, handicraftsmen, and 
labourers ; not only that they should not meddle with one 
another’s work, and perform and finish what one hath begun ; 
but also to constitute and appoint how much work they shall do 

1 Berlepsch, vol. iv. p. 77. 2 Ibid. p. 142. 

3 Weisscr’s Recht der llandiverker , Ulm, 1823, p. 73. 

4 Quin -Lacroix, pp. 15, 16. 
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in a d.\ . mini what hour* mid tiinrs they shall work ami, besides, 

• lh.it th«\ should not uni k e nor do tluir works but sit a certain 
rate." Hut nil n-gulations forbidden in this Act recur frequently 
in the I'M -law* «f coin] anies ; they therefore in no wav originated 
in «or»» in< nts < f workmen only, but as much in those of masters. 
M< n m r. whilst the word “ labourer” certainly docs not refer to 
the %killr*l workmen of the crafts, but probably only to labourers 
in ngru ultiin*. the prohibition of confederacies of “artificers and 
1., ,/ -M/h ■ r" is directed as much against the masters as 
the workmen of the crafts. And the act forbids, in 
the •same breath with the confederacies of the craftsmen in 
general, all conspiracies of “divers sellers of victuals” for 
raising prices. This Act. therefore, docs not refer at all to 
c mbinalions similar to those of our working-men of the present 
dav as is the prevalent explanation), but is simply an attempt 
to chirk the increasing abuses of the Craft-Gilds, and this 
opeeially in the trades providing for men's daily wants, where 
such abuses would be felt most severely. This explanation, 
winch is at once proved by a closer examination of the Act itself, 
is moreover confirmed wlum the Act is compared with its German 
counterpart, the Imperial Code of Police of 1577, title 37 l . 
This law contains absolutely identical prohibitions ; but these 
aj ply avowedly as well to the masters as to the workmen of the 
crafts. Hut in any case, the 2nd and 3rd Edw. VI. c. 5 refers 
only to transitory combinations, and the existence of a regular 
organization of the working-class cannot be inferred from it. 

The account in Stow 2 of the rising of the London apprentices, 
“ when some of their brotherhood have been unjustly, as they 
pretended, cast into prison and punished,” rather points to the 
journeymen's fraternities of the Continent. Their outbreaks 
against the foreigners I have already noticed. In the seven- 
teenth century also they often acted as a body, and expressed 
their opinion on all religious and political questions of the 
time 3 . Especially interesting in this place is the fact, that when 

1 foirhspolimordnunf/, 1577, tit. 37 — Of Crafts in general : t( We have also heard 
as certain, that the craftsmen in their Craft-Gilds, or otherwise, conspire and com- 
bine. that no one shall sell his finished labour or work by open sale for more or 
!< - than the others ; and they thus raise the prices in such sort, that those who 
need their labour, and wish to buy, must pay at their (the craftsmen’s) pleasure, 
tVc. We therefore declare our earnest opinion and desire, that this shall hence- 

rth be in no way suffered by the authorities, but that they shall watch over it : 
\%b-re the crafts offend however against this, they shall be punished by the 
authorities according to circumstances, without mercy.” 

2 Stow, edit. 1720, pp. 332, 333. 

1 See 7 hr Honour of London Apprentices exemplified in a brief Historical 
S nrrution, London, 1647 (Brit. Mus.); further, the account in Godwin’s History 
of the Commonwealth, vol. ii. p. 368, f4 ho\v the apprentices entered Parliament and 
forced the Speaker and the members to put the question and pass the votes they 
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Cromwell had abolished the feasts of Christmas, Easter, and 
Whitsuntide, “ and other festivals commonly called holidays/’ 
as tending towards superstition, and had introduced the strict 
puritanical observation of Sunday, the apprentices, who by this 
" were not only deprived of the benefit of visiting 1 their friends 
and kindred, but also of all set times of pleasure and lawful 
recreations/’ petitioned 1 Parliament for the appointment by law of 
one day in every month for these purposes ; and Parliament 
thereupon set apart for them the second Tuesday in every 
month 2 . The masters, as it appears, were in no way pleased 
at this, and curtailed their apprentices in the enjoyment of their 
“ play-days 3 whereupon Parliament, on a further petition from 
the apprentices, ordered that on these fixed play-days all shops 
should remain closed 4 . 

In deciding 1 the question whether there existed special 
organizations of the journeymen within the Crafts, an ordin- 
ance of the Clothworkers’* Company appears also worthy of 
consideration : “ The Master, Wardens, and Assistants shall 

choose the warden of the Yeomanry ; they shall govern the 
Yeomanry in such sort as in former times has been used 5 .” 
Were these wardens of the Yeomanry the same as the masters 
who, as in the German Gilds, were delegated to the fraternities 
of journeymen ? And may we therefrom form a conclusion as to 
the existence of fraternities of like nature in England ? The 
ceremonies which were customary among the Trade-Unions in 
the woollen manufacture down to the thirtieth year of the 
present century, show such a striking similarity to those of 
the German fraternities of journeymen 6 , that the supposition 
suggests itself of a derivation of those Trade-Unions from the 
old journeymen fraternities. Yet I willingly admit that in 

required see also Malcolm’s Anecdotes of the Manners and Customs of London , 
1811, p. iqo. 

1 Two Humble Petitions of the Apprentices of London and parts adjacent, for 
Lawful Recreations , &c. 5 London, 1646 (Brit. Mus.) 

2 See the Ordinances of the Commonwealth, an. 1647, cap. 81, for abolishing festivals. 

3 See the Humble Remonstrance of the Apprentices of the City of London, 1 64 7 
(Brit. Mus.) 

4 See the Ordinances of the Commonwealth, anno 1647, cap. 83 — Daies of 
recreation allowed unto Scholars, Apprentices, and other Servants. 

5 Herbert, vol. ii. p. 657. 

6 See the customs of the German journeymen in Berlepsch, vols. ii.— ix. The 
ceremonies of those Trade-Unions I found in a pamphlet avowedly written in the 
interests of the employers, Character , Object, and Effects of Trade-Unions, London, 
1834, p. 67. They are again printed in a book by Ward ( Workmen and Wages, 
at Home and Abroad, London, 1867, p. 102), plagiarized in the most shameless 
manner — with a disregard of the passages which even in that pamphlet are 
favourable to the workman — both from the above, and from another, On Combina- 
tions of Trades, London, 1831. And this one-sided plagiarism its author then 
dedicated to Mr. Gladstone ! ! 
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ilnOull , f nil t»thi*r infi*nnntii*n on Mich organizations (Ills 
li\| lit. .!• ■• not .ipjH.ir tonal ili*. nnl(‘"S Ini'tliur proofs should 
1' i .•! , .*1 , i»i«v>nll\ .i> in Ihurl.md the journi'Vinen wore* 
t*. \, r ohliox-1 )>\ tin- (liid-Stntntos to travol for a certain number 
.f \ im r . a\ In) • t in ( Sr ruinin' and I'rwncc all journeymen's asM>- 
i .i 1 * 3 a • ( .\\(«1 i lu i r origin to this s a stem ol travelling. 

\. t*> tin 1 irrin nil position of the workmen in (lie sixteenth 
,»rd •• nntinitli eeiituries. and especially as to the relations 
l-iwi n n i.-ti rs and men. we find from the above ordinances of 
tin I nolisli Clolhworkers. that ‘•controversies between the 
Iivita and their apprentices were to be settled in the old way 
In-fore the master at the Common Hall/’ and that “ journeymen 
should make no unlawful assemblies, brotherhoods, congregations, 
and dockings togrthor.” The ( Jild-Stat utes of the sixteenth and 
s« \ mtn nth centuries further ordain regularly, that “no person 
of the mystery was to hire himself to a person of another mystery, 
where greater wages were offered: no journeyman should work 
with any of another fellowship, if he can be set on work by a 
fn < man of his own art no member was to suffer his apprentice 
or si rvant “ to buy and sell to his own use, or that of persons of 
other im stories.” such practice having 1 brought masters “to an 
alter dealt* and sore damage/’ On the other hand, we find a 

1 Since I •‘cut the above to the printer I have found among my extracts a noto 
t*ktn from the Journal* of the Hovsc of Common s, vol. xlix. pp. 322-324, which 
MM’pl ’*• «- me further information. According to a Report of a Committee of the 
liouM! in 1794, (til Petitions of the Woolcomhers complaining of the use of the 

Gig-mill," tin re existed then a club among the Woolcomhers. Out of a hundred 
workmen there was not one to he found who did not belong to it. Every member 
had to pay contributions according to the wants of the society. Its object was 
to journeymen travelling in search of work, when work was scarce, and to 

r I i v e the hick and to bur}* the dead members. Everybody wishing to get relief 
mu*t t>e in possesion of testimonials of the society as to his proper conduct as a 
Wooloombc r and as to bis honesty. Whoever deceived the society lost his claims 
to such testimonials and to relief from the funds. The objects of this club, it is 
sv n, were the same as those of the German Gcscllcnludcn and the French com - 
jxi'fju If we add to this, that the just-quoted records of ceremonies among 
Trad i* Uiimn-* refer to Woolcomhers al o, the suggestion made in the text seems 
greatly corrolsi rated. The fact that the modern Trade- Unions call the assistance 
given to members out of work simply “donation,” the translation of the “Ge- 
** benk ’ cf the Gcnnan journeymen’s fraternities, seems also worth noticing. 
Th* re is however one difference to be noted. The said Woolcomhers travelled 
only when work was scarce, while the “wandering” of the German, and the 
Tom r dr France of the French journeymen, were obligatory. This, as well as the 
d*te. make me therefore inclined to consider this Woolcomhers* Club as a Trade- 
Union for agisting men thrown out of work by the Gig-mill, which may perhaps, 
however, have descended lrom an old journeymen’s fraternity. 

3 It is remarkable that whilst there exists a rich German literature from the 
nie* nth century ori Craft-Gilds, and especially on the position of the workmen 
in the** Gild-*, nothing on this subject is to be found in England. Most cf the 
authors who have written on it in Germany were professors of universities or 
b* d • nU. who ha 1 to uiite a dissertation in oider to take their degrees. 
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series of regulations, of which the maintenance became in later 
times the main object of Trade- Unions. “No person was to 
exercise the trade, who had not served an apprenticeship of 
seven years, or been instructed by his father for that term 
no member was to instruct anybody in the trade, except his male 
children and apprentices regularly bound ; no member was to 
employ any workman except he w r ere free of the company ; no 
journeyman was to work with a non-member. Further, “ None 
shall lend out or put forth any of his apprentices to work with 
any other, because it will hinder and take away the living of 
free journeymen ; no foreigner shall be employed before a free 
journeyman ; no householder shall keep above two apprentices at 
one time, except he employ a journeyman freeman, and then he 
may keep three ; every master, warden, and assistant may keep 
three;” or as in Sheffield, “No person to have more than one 
apprentice in his service at one time, nor to engage another 
before the former be in his last year, nor take any for a less term 
than seven years 1 .” Besides, other accounts of the seventeenth 
century show that, in the trades in which these restrictions were 
not maintained — either because they were not corporate, or 
because the 5th Eliz. c. 4 did not apply to them, or because 
the regulations of the Gild or the Statute were not observed — 
the workmen, in consequence of the abuses practised by their 
employers, had fallen into the very hardships for the prevention 
of which the Trade-Unions in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries have striven to maintain those old regulations 2 . 

1 See Herbert, vol. ii. pp. 656, 657, and vol. i. p. 19 1 ; also Hunter’s History of 
Sheffield , p. 1 19, and Journals of the House of Commons , vol. xxvi. pp. 79 °- 794 * 

2 See “The Case and Proposals of the Free Journeymen Printers in and about 

London, humbly submitted to consideration. Licensed Oct. 23, 1666.” “Whereas 
there are at this present in and about the City of London, to the number of a 
hundred and forty Workmen Printers, or thereabouts, who have served seven years 
to the art of Printing, under lawful Master Printers, and are reduced to great 
necessity and temptations for want of lawful Imployment, occasioned partly by 
supernumerary Apprentices and Turn-overs, which have increased the number 
almost to twice as many on the whole, as would be sufficient to dischai*ge all the 
publick and lawful work of the kingdom, The Workmen Printers above-mentioned, 
&c. propose : 1. That no Forreigners (that is to say) such an one as has not served 
seven years to the art of Printing, under a lawful Master Printer, as an Apprentice, 
may be entertained and employed by any Master Printer for the time to come. 
2. That a provision may be made to hinder the increase of Apprentices and a 
limitation appointed as to the number, &c. 3. That no Turnovers be received by 

any Master Printer, but from a Master Printer ; and that no Master Printer 
turning over any Apprentice to another Master Printer may be permitted to take 
any other Apprentice in his place, till the full time of the said Apprentice so 
turned over be expired : for otherwise, the restraint and limitation of Apprentices 
will be evaded, and the number supplied by Turn-overs,” &e. (British Museum.) 
Compare also the preamble of “An Act for the good order and government of the 
Makers of Knives, &c. and other Cutlery Wares in Hallamshire, in the county of 
York, and parts near adjoining” (21 Jac. I. 1624). 
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\. tl.p Craft-Gild* every win re had sunk down to more 
mtim fir the iim tment’of <mpit.il, and as their dividends 
U.pi..U-l * i.t nlv on the exclusion of competition, it was mi- 
nt" id»bl< that the *\ irit of gain should lead them to restrictions 
u 1 - h 1»*'' mie alwa\> more oppressive lor the public. The 
»;u,n\ai , . the\ caiiM-d wore eon-iderably increased by a process 
uhieli. aft. r the sixW.nth century, was of frequent occurrence in 
nil oouutrii*.: thc-e Craft-Gilds namely, which had hitherto 
o-mpri- -1 hindml crafts, sjdit up into several, according to the 
indi\.dual trade-, 'l’licsc then watched each other with the 
utMM-t j.alou-v in order to prevent encroachments on their 
mutual rights, and continually fought each other in endless law- 
unit*. Tims, for instance, the Fletchers and Bowycrs in London 
*]«nratcd themselves into two corporations in the reign of 
Kliznheth b One might wonder that, on the one hand, the 
w rkimn, whose position was so much deteriorated by the 
degiuerntion of the Craft-Gilds, did not at once overthrow 
their dominion, as the Craft-Gilds had formerly superseded the 
degenerated Gilds of the patricians (pp. cx, cxi above); and that, 
on the other hand, the State did not, in the interest of the 
public, take any steps towards the abolition of the Gilds, which 
had already been desired so often. But as to the working-men, 
though their position, and especially their prospects, had been 
greatly deteriorated by this degeneration of the Craft-Gilds, their 
interest was rather a reformation, than the abolition, of those 
bodies. The Craft-Gilds maintained a number of regulations, 
which protected the working-men, and in consequence of which 
their material position appears comfortable and free from 
cares, if compared with that of the factory hands at the be- 
ginning of this century, when these regulations no longer existed. 
Uprisings of working-men arc therefore to be found in those 
days only in consequence of infringements of Gild-regulations. 
But as for a reformation of the Craft-Gilds according to the 
interests of the working-men, the latter were not powerful 
enough to carry it out against their masters. These still held 
strongly together in their Gilds, and did not yet, as in later 
times (and as formerly the patricians), rival each other in 
weakening competition. The State also had changed, and no 
longer consisted, as before, of an organization of many smaller 
states. As, after the sixteenth century, the State became 
in all countries continually more centralized by its kings, it 
was not possible for the journeymen to act with the same facility 
as the craftsmen had acted in former times in the towns. More- 

1 See Herbert, vol. i. p. 175. 
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over, owing to the men's isolated method of working, they 
had not yet acquired the same feeling of solidarity, or the same 
consciousness of the power of masses, as our factory hands since 
have. And as to the State abolishing the Craft-Gilds — kings 
used the bourgeoisie as a support; first, as Henry VII. in 
England, against the nobility 1 ; and then, because they needed 
them for pecuniary reasons. The capitalists had yet to attain 
the same dominion in the State, which in the fourteenth century 
they had obtained in the towns. 

The first loan to the kings by the Gilds in England was made to 
Henry VIII. 2 in 1544. Thereupon followed, under the pretence 
of a holy zeal for the purity of religion, the most shameless con- 
fiscation of the whole property of the Craft-Gilds in favour of 
the king's private purse, by 37th Henry VIII. c. 4, and 1st 
Edward VI. c. 14 — for the donations of which this property con- 
sisted had always in Roman-Catholic times been charged with 
yearly payments for supporting chantries for the souls of the 
respective donors. The corporations of London had to redeem 
their property with 8,700. From this period the extracting 
of money from the trading corporations became a regular source 
of supply to Government. In most manifold ways Elizabeth, and 
afterwards James and Charles, contrived to screw out of the Com- 
panies their wealth. This was especially managed by the grant- 
ing of patents for monopolies, and for the oversight and control 
of different trades, to courtiers, by which the public suffered quite 
as much as the Companies. During the Civil War too, and the 
Commonwealth, the Companies had to suffer great exactions and 
oppressions 3 . 

But the causes of the overthrow of the Craft-Gilds arose in 
the bourgeoisie itself. These causes were, the rise of large 
capital, and its investment in manufacture. The 2nd and 3rd 
Philip and Mary already indicates the commencement. Alter 
stating that “ the rich clothiers do oppress the weavers, some by 
setting up and keeping in their houses divers looms, and main- 
taining them by journeymen and other persons unskilful; some 
by engrossing of looms into their hands, and letting them out at 
such unreasonable rents as the poor artificers are not able to 
maintain themselves by, and much less their wives and families ; 
some again by giving much less wages for the workmanship of 
cloth than in times past, whereby they are forced utterly to 
forsake their occupations, &c. ; it is enacted that no clothier, 
living out of a city, burgh, or market-town, shall keep more than 
two looms, nor more than two apprentices,’' &c. In short, 

1 See Herbert, vol. i. p. 109. 2 Ibid. p. 112, 3 Ibid. p. 113, &c. 
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• ' \i i ni.l«i*vrttir* to protect tlu‘ Mimll against tin* com- 

|»i i iii ,\ i tin rich i.i| i Uil l*~t Hut neither this Act nor nil t hi* 

. fl rtIW'in|'l* of the eorjM»n»tions eouhl restrain the* process of 

\ ' ,nl, which, ( >»]h ei;ill\ in consequence of a series of 
1.. .t il ile- \ cries threw manufacture altogether into the 
1 imU of the large capitalist*. Handicrafts, and the corporations 
t g . thcr with them, lost continually in importance, and only 
mad< themsehes hated and despised in their endeavour to arrest 
the natural progress of events. I need not enter into the details 
of tlo-e excesses of the Craft-Gilds; for as the merits of the 
following s\ stem consisted chiclly in these faults of the former, 
and a* in consequence of this peculiar kind of merits the fol- 
1 >\\(rs of the new ora were not restrained by modesty from self- 
j raise. the Craft-Gilds' faults are universally known >. These 
i'mv'hs caused the removal of the trades carried on under the 
in w sNstem. to places free from the inlluence of corporate control. 
Birmingham. Manchester, and other ])laccs of kindred note, owe 
to this their career of prosperity, which was soon to leave the 
ancient cities and boroughs far behind. The competition of the 
Great- Industry rising in the new cities deprived the old corpora- 
tions of their real essence, by making the attainment of their 
chief objects illusory, and thus turned them into mere empty 
shadows of their previous grandeur. In France the sovereign 
people finally swept the corporations away in the night of the 
4th August, 1789. In Germany, several bureaucratic enactments 
brought them piecemeal to death, and the last remnants were 
dest roved by the North German Industrial Code of 1869. In 
England they died out gradually before the newly-rising Great- 
Industry; and all that remains of the ancient Gilds in the Livery- 
companies of to-day, is the common eating and drinking. 

Vet in England there grew up successors to the old Gilds, in 
the Trade-Unions of working-men, which, like the first Gilds of 
the old freemen, sprang up as a defence against the great capital- 
ists. who, like ever the strong, competed with each other at the 
expense of the weak. 

1 See however the account of the London Framework-knitters’ Company in 
Part V. 
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Trade-Unions are the successors of the old Gilds. With this 
assertion I concluded the foregoing part of this Essay. It is far 
from being a new statement. On the contrary, friends and 
enemies of these associations have repeatedly, in words and print, 
pointed at their connection with the old Gilds, the former to 
justify, by this pedigree, their existence, the latter to condemn 
them at once by describing them as continuations of institutions 
considered for long, and generally, at best as antiquated. Their 
enemies, by the dodge of applying to them the epithet of iC long- 
condemned associations for the restriction of trade,” generally 
dispensed with all further inquiries into the real results of their 
working. 

Indeed, every reader of the foregoing pages who has ever 
made himself familiar with the rules of a Trade- Society, or with 
one of the numerous blue-books inquiring into the organization 
of Trade-Societies, must grant at once their similarity to the 
Craft-Gilds. But notwithstanding this striking likeness, and 
the numberless writings on the subject of Trade- Unions, nobody 
has yet inquired historically how these Unions originated 1 , and 
how far they may really be considered as the descendants of the 
old Gilds. All opinions on this point which I have yet met 
with are vague, and, as I am obliged to say, far from corre- 
sponding with the reality. The most plausible theory is ex- 
pounded by Mr. Ludlow in one of the best papers ever written 
on Trade-Unions 2 . According to his idea, the first Trade- 
Unions originated in the capitalist-masters withdrawing from 
the Craft-Gild, so as “ to confine it to the operative class, so that 

1 Mr. Thornton’s chapter On the Origin of Trades' Unions (in The Fortnightly 
Review , New Series, vol. ii. p. 688, and in his work On Labour and its Claims) 
bears the same relation to the real origin of Trade-Unions, as Rousseau’s Contrat 
Social to the historical origin of States. 

2 Trade- Societies and the Social Science Association, in Macmillans Magazine , 
February and March, 1861. 
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luj-iil* J n pnr»< nt.it i\ i’ <>1 the old (old, its dwarfed 1 >i 1 1 lawful 

:r." For the bbtoriml proof of the identity between the 
t w , - . he reform to Mr. Hill's Account of Tradc-Comtji nations at 
M (f>. /./ >. 

Considering only the rules and restrictions prevailing in the 
old ( T.ifl-(iilds, and comparing them with the regulations which 
our modern Trade- Associations, existing only among workmen, 
try to enforce, one might feel inclined to accept this opinion at 
once. Hut the fact is, that in no one single instance did such 
a withdrawing of the masters from the Craft-Gild, leaving it to 
the workmen alone, ever take place. On the contrary, 1 think 
it more probable that the masters generally remained in the 
corporation, lo prevent its bye-laws being enforced against them, 
and to annihilate its influence. Such, at least, was the case at 
Sheffield — as T will show further on — or the audience of Mr. 
Koebuck's declamations against the United States, the still 
existing Cutler's Company in Ilallamshire, would have con- 
si-kd of the same persons as returned Mr Mundella for Sheffield ! 
Trade-Unions are no lopsided representatives of the old Gilds; 
they are complete Gilds themselves, as well as the Town-Gilds 
and Craft-Gilds. And when calling them the successors of the 
old Gilds, I did not mean to designate them as continuations of 
the Craft-Gilds, nor do I think that their descent from these now 
certainly antiquated societies could justify their existence. Hut 
if I succeed in proving that wherever we find in a trade the first 
formation of such unions among the workmen, and if, wherever 
more detailed records of their origin arc extant, we sec them 
arising under the same circumstances and for the same objects 
as the Frith-Gilds and Craft-Gilds previously arose, that is, under 
the breaking-up of an old system, and among the men suffering 
from this disorganization, in order that they may maintain in- 
dependence and order, I think that this, together with the 
identity of their organization with that of the Gilds, will not 
tmly justify me in calling the Trade-Unions the successors of the 
latter, but will justify as well the existence of the Unions, as I shall 
then have proved that certain circumstances of disorganization, 
if unchecked by stronger restrictions 2 , call forth necessarily in 

1 Trade * Societies and Strikes. Report of the Committee on Trades' Societies 
apjffdntfd by the Social Science Association, London, i860, p. 521. 

3 The want of a similar growth of Trade-Societies on the Continent must be 
accounted for by the military sway prevailing there at the end of the eighteenth 
and the beginning of the nineteenth century, w'hicb suppressed all kinds of 
meeting and unions, and by the absence of a similar disorganization of trade to 
that which prevailed at that time in England. ^ 
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all times the same organizations into Gilds. Indeed, in our time 
of physical and economical law-making, one might call this 
a historical 'law. 

Our inquiry makes it necessary that we should first of all 
represent to ourselves the regulations of the Statute of Appren- 
tices, the 5th Elizabeth, c. 4, which codified the order existing for 
centuries among the Craft- Gilds, and applied it to all the trades 
of its time. There were indeed combinations and associations 
similar to Trade-Societies already before 1 562. But, as I have 
shown in Part IV., they were but exceptions, occurring chiefly in 
the building-trades h And the very fact of their occurring in the 
building-trades in the Middle Ages, is another proof of the just- 
ness of the theory which I am going to put forward in these pages ; 
for these trades resembled entirely our modern manufactures, with 
their small number of masters and their masses of workmen, 
with sub-contractors, and deductions from wages. And as to the 
2nd and 3rd Edw. VI. c. 1 5, it has been shown above 2 that this 
statute refers, not to associations of journeymen like our Trade- 
Societies, but to the abuses of craftsmen in general. 

According to the 5th Eliz. c. 4, no one could lawfully exercise, 
either as master or as journeyman, any art, mystery, or manual 
occupation, except he had been brought up therein seven years, 
at least, as an apprentice. Every householder dwelling in a city, 
town-corporate, or market-town, might take apprentices for seven 
years at least. But only those youths might be taken as ap- 
prentices whose parents possessed a certain fortune; and none 
could be bound but those who were under twenty-one years of 
age. Whoever had three apprentices must keep one journeyman ; 
and for every other apprentice above three, one other journeyman. 
As to journeymen, it was enacted that, in most trades, no 
person should retain a servant under one whole year, and no 
servant was to depart or be put away but upon a quarter's 
warning. The hours of work were fixed by the Act to about 
twelve hours in summer, and from the day-dawn till night 
in winter. Wages were to be assessed yearly by the justices of 
the peace or the town-magistrates, at every general Sessions first 
to be holden after Easter. The same authorities were to settle 
all disputes between masters and apprentices, and protect the 
latter. The 1st Jac. I. c. 6 expressly extends this power of the 
justices and town-magistrates to fix wages, to the wages of all 
labourers and workmen whatever. 

It is evident that, as long as the regulations of the Statute of 
Apprentices were maintained, the position of the workmen was 


1 See p. cxliv, above. 


2 See pp. clvii, clviii. 
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'<rv. The 1 ng t« nn <>f service assured them (lie regularity of 
» ir« nt , \\ li ii*li thev desired :i 1 *» »vt* evcryt liing. f I li«* magis- 

tr./i* w i re, O' ■ *'**r«!mtr t«> tin’ intention <»i (ho Act, lo assess the 
w . , ■■■ ns to “ \ i< Id unto the hired person, both in the time of 

*» »n it \ and in the time of plenty, a convenient proportion of 
u.,^ »;'* and the hour,- of work were not excessive, especially as 
t « manner of earning on industry was not then so exhaustive as 
it l* n >w-a-da\>. Besides, the restrictions as to apprentices pre- 
vent. -d a too grout competition from lowering the skilled workmen 
to the level of common labourers. But as Adam Smith 1 tells 
ns, the operation of this statute was limited by interpretation to 
eitio, to« n<-eorpon»to, and market-towns, and to those trades 
only which were established in England before the 5th Eli/,. 

In order to prove my assertion, that the Trade- Unions origi- 
nate with the non-observance of these regulations, 1 will now 
succi "sivoly consider, first, some of the trades subject to the 
5th Eli/, c. 4 ; then, some of those which were incorporated by 
charter: and lastly, some which were free from any restrictions, 
whether by charter or Acts of Parliament. 

The w< ollen manufactures were the old staple trade of England. 
1 have already spoken in Part IV. of the great importance of the 
Craft-Gilds of (lie Woollen-weavers; and we have seen how the 
great number of workmen employed in this trade led them to 
combine whenever there was a temporary want of sufficient 
organization J . Later on, t lie trade came under the 5th Eli/, 
c. 4, and was regulated besides by the 5th and 6th Edw. \ I. 
c. 22 as to the use of machinery, and by the above 3 cited 
2nd and 3rd Philip and Mary, c. 11, as to the number of looms 
which one weaver might have. 

According to a report of a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons in 1757, the assessment of wages by the justices seems to 
have fallen into disuse in this trade already before 1720. In 
that year the justices fixed a rate of wages; but it was not 
carried out into practice. This want of fixed wages evidently led 
to oppressions of the workmen by the masters, and induced the 
men to combine. Accordingly, in 1725 the 12th Geo. I. c. 34 
prohibited the combinations of workmen employed in the woollen 
manufactures ; and an Act of the following year ordered the 
j indices once more to fix the rate of wages in this trade. In 
accordance with this Act, the workmen petitioned the justices in 
1 756 to fix such rates of wages. But as the masters made a 
counter-jKdition, the justices refused to act. The immediate 
comequenee, according to the evidence of a master, was, that 

1 N’t fifth of Notions, Bk. I. ch. x. Bart ii. 

1 t-ec pp. cxliii, cxliv, above. 


3 See p. clxiii. 
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the Weavers revolted, hindered the journeymen who went on 
working*, and drove them from their looms. This master estimates 
the losses which arose to the country from these riots, at from 
<5^15,000 to ,^20,000. This strike induced the master manu- 
facturers to agree with the workmen, and peace was at once 
re-established l . In the same year the justices were ordered again, 
by the 29th Geo. II. c.33, to settle the rates of labour yearly in 
the woollen manufactures. 

Eut these were mere transitory skirmishes, called forth by 
individual attempts of the masters to abolish the existing order 
of things. As, however, this order was still maintained by 
the legislature, these attempts did not at that time lead to the 
formation of lasting Trade- Societies. This did not come 
about till the transition of the woollen manufactures from 
the domestic to the factory system, and till the attempt of the 
master manufacturers to get the 5th Eliz. c. 4 repealed. A 
Parliamentary Report 2 exists which gives almost a photograph 
of the state of the woollen manufactures at the time of these 
changes. As it is of importance for the understanding of the 
origin of Trade-Unions in ail trades to have a clear idea of this 
transition, I will give a detailed account of these changes in the 
woollen manufactures, and will then deal less fully with the 
other trades. 

The woollen manufactures were carried on in the last century 
by small masters in their own homes. They dwelt in villages 
and scattered houses, and often cultivated besides a little land, 
from three to twelve or fifteen acres. Often too they had a 
horse to carry their cloth to market, or, in later times, to the 
public mill. The number of such small masters in the environs 
of Leeds was estimated in 1806 as 3500. 

Every master had served a seven years’ apprenticeship. Though 
the 5th Eliz. c. 4 was not known, either to masters or men, its 
regulations were maintained, because they corresponded to custom. 
Thus even in 1806 there were in Harmley, a cloth workers’ 
village of from 4000 to 5000 inhabitants, ninety-seven appren- 
tices bound for seven years, and only four bound for a shorter 
period. 

Each master employed on the average ten journeymen and 
apprentices. As a rule there was one apprentice to two or three 


1 Journals of the House of Commons , vol. xxvii. pp. 730-733. 

2 Report and Minutes of Evidence on the State of the Woollen Manufacture of 
England , July 4th, 1806. Every single statement made in the following account 
in the text can be proved from this report, which I recommend every reader 
interested in the subject to peruse, as it is one of the most interesting reports I 
know of. 
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ji tirn»\ w%*n. H^iilr*, the* master nvji** rvyularly nUMfctrd by his 
wiU niid clu'hlr. n. Children working with their fat hers did not 
n... 1 to !-• U.uml b\ indenture. As a rule, all these persons 
\vi>rk»«l in tin* master’s hou*>e, where the wool was worked through 
nd the v.»rioiu stairs, till it became undressed cloth, and, if 
n.. ->»rv. d\ed. Sometimes also the journeymen did the 
work m their own hoiist s, and were assisted in it hv their wives. 

The master him* If taught the apprentice his trade. If tho 
Utter lud the privet of ever becoming a master himself, he 
was »1 m) taught how to buv raw materials. In this ease the 
ii a w r roomed a premium on taking- the apprentice. After tho 
sc\<n \ cars’ apprenticeship the apprentice could settle at once as 
a master; hut as a rule he worked first for one or two years as a 
journeyman. The fact that a young man of good repute could 
always get credit for as much wool as would enable him to settle 
as a small master, is especially urged in recommendation of this 
system. The great stability and regularity of employment 
appears, however, as its chief advantage. Slackness of trade 
did not at once stop work in the workshops. The master went 
on working, although he could not find an immediate sale for his 
products, and took his wares to the market. The fact is, that he 
seldom worked to order. Sale in the cloth-halls was the rule. 
If. then, a sudden stagnation occurred in the foreign market, or 
a large firm became bankrupt, the losses distributed themselves 
over a larger surface. They fell on the whole body of manu- 
facturers; and though each individual small master suffered by 
it, there were but few, if any, whom it ruined. In such extreme 
cases the small masters also often took work from other small 
masters, to maintain their families. 

Like the trade of the masters, the employment of the journey- 
men was exceedingly regular. As a rule, journeymen were hired 
for a year, and had board and washing at their masters*. They 
received besides, annual wages of from to <j£To. There were 
journeymen who had continually for twenty years and more 
worked with the same masters. If trade became slack, or there 
was a stop in the sale, journeymen were not suddenly discharged 
in masses. Such discharges scarcely ever happened ; as a rule, 
the masters let the men work on in the hope of better times. 
They considered it a duty to keep, in time of distress, the work- 
men to whose exertions in good times they owed their wealth. 
If a master was in want of work for his journeyman, he used to 
see about for a job for him at another master’s ; if one could not be 
got, he was kept on by his old master. “ The men and masters,” 
says a master. “ were in general so joined together in sentiment, 
and, if I may be permitted to use the term, love to each other, that 
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they did not wish to be separated if they could help it.” If, on 
the other hand, a master ever had more orders than he could 
satisfy, he asked another master to lend him a journeyman 1 . 

The centres of this organization of trade were the cloth-halls, 
to which the masters brought their products to market. In 
Leeds there were two halls, one for white cloth and one for 
coloured. Similar halls were at Bradford, Halifax, and Hudders- 
field. There the cloth was examined and measured by the 
authorities. The two chief cloth-halls at Leeds were under the 
direction of a certain number of Trustees, who were elected for 
three years by all the clothworkers of the manufacturing villages, 
as the most trustworthy and most intelligent of their body. 
They watched over the general trade interests, and especially 
the observance of all rules and bye-laws which were framed from 
time to time for the government of the halls. No clothworker 
was allowed to bring his wares for sale in these halls, unless he 
had served a seven years 5 apprenticeship. 

The introduction of machinery brought a change into this** 
state of things. Mills were now erected on rivers and streams, 
to make use of the fall of the water. Various processes, which 
had before been chiefly performed by hand under the masters 5 , 
own roof, were now executed in public mills by machinery. In 
the neighbourhood of every manufacturing village were several 
such mills to be found. The manufacturer brought his wares to 
them with little trouble and loss of time, and fetched them back 
after they had gone through the necessary process. The cost 
was but small, so that he was enabled to get by these mills 
the advantage of very expensive machines. Sometimes too the 
master himself performed the work by machinery in the mill, in 
order that it might be well done. 

1 See the Report above referred to, p. 8. See, for the passage cited in the text, 
p. 43. As the statements in the text might be thought by some exaggerated, I 
will quote some questions and answers from the Report, “ During the time you 
were employed by a domestic manufacturer, had you regular work constantly ? ” 

“ Yes, I had ; I never had reason to complain.” “ Were you constantly employed 
without reference to masters, or were you sometimes employed and sometimes dis- 
charged ?” — “ I never was discharged ; I have been with masters where they were 
short, and they used to see about for a job for me, and if one could not be got, I 
was continued.” “If the domestic master was short he wished you to pick up 
another job, if you could get it ; if not, he would continue to give you employ- 
ment?” — “Yes.” (p. 1 1 7.) “As to the habit of clothiers keeping the persons 
they employed, you have stated that to be your habit ?” — “Yes.” “Would it 
have been possible for you, without evident disadvantage to yourself, to have kept 
on persons, paying them wages, without deriving any benefit from their work ?”■ — 
“We consider it as a duty, and there is that good understanding between the em- 
ployers and the employed, that we should think it a very irksome task to turn off 
a workman whom we consider as a good and an honest workman.” (p. 131.) 
And again on p. 40 : “I scarcely ever knew a man discharged from his master 
because his master could not give him employment.” 
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In tin- d« t - 1 io m tern of industry tin- work wim chiefly 
j< f ru'd 1 >\ j« p^ui* who ttiTi 1 it.*' proprietors. It was not so in 
l K«- <.f tin* “ rii'li nia-ter clothiers” which arose in the 

\\ i%: ef England. 'fin \ bought tlu* foreign wool directly from 
the u> i»orl<-r. nod the native in the llceee, or from the wool- 
s:» ' r. ’llirv then gave it to workmen to work up, partly in 
thinri'wn hi-u-i-, juirtly in tin* masters'. For every single pro- 
em* through wliieh the wool had to "o until its completion, the 
in ."Ur" pi\c the ware to another class of workers, none of whom 
w.nt out of his own line. By this the workers obtained great 
skill in the performance of their operations. As in this system, 
s also in the system of the master manufacturers which came 
into exist* nee with the origin of machinery, the workers were 
net the owners of the work they worked on. The merchants, for 
the most part possessors of large capitals, now became manu- 
facturers themselves, and erected mills. In one or several 
buildings they kept more or less operatives working-up by 
machinery, under the employers’ or their overseers’ superinten- 
dence, the materials belonging to them. 

Thc-e changes in the manner of carrying on industry led to 
others in the position of the journeymen. The first change was, 
that the apprentices were often no longer bound by indenture, 
though they mostly still served their seven years without it. In the 
mills, however, it also soon became usual to employ workers who 
had served no apprenticeship, besides great numbers of women 
and children ; the latter at an earlier age than would have been 
posable without machinery, and according to the 5th Eliz. c. 4. 
Their labour was of course much cheaper than that of skilled 
workmen. The number of employers who had served no appren- 
ticeship increased more and more. Whereas formerly the cloth of 
no master who had not served a seven years’ apprenticeship was 
admitted to the cloth-halls, the trustees framed in 1796 a new 
regulation, according to which those manufacturers also were to 
lx* admitted who had carried on the trade of a clothworker for 
only live years. Soon after, all persons were admitted to the 
cloth-halls without any qualification. 

It seems that at the beginning neither masters nor journeymen 
resisted at once the violation of the old customs and laws. But 
the employment of great numbers of children, apprentices, and 
journeymen who had served no apprenticeship, soon took the 
bread out of the mouths of the Weavers, and this led in 1796 to 
the formation of a Trade-Society, the so-called Institution , among 
the Cloth workers at Halifax, to prevent people from carrying 
on tin- trade in violation of custom and law. They did not know 
that, according to the 5th Eliz. c. 4, they might produce in court 


clxxiii 


§ y. THE ORIGIN OF TRADE-UNIONS. 

against tlie transgressors of this law, for they were entirely 
ignorant that this statute existed at all ; they only knew the 
old restrictions as the customary order. Another object of the 
Institution was the assistance of sick members. When, by the 
39th Geo. III. c. 81, in 1799, all such associations were sup- 
pressed, and the accumulation of funds by them especially pro- 
hibited, the Institution was nevertheless carried on. The only 
change was, that instead of keeping accumulated funds, the 
necessary money was levied by subscriptions in each case of want. 
The Institution included the workmen of several places. 

As the new system spread, the greater irregularity of employ- 
ment was felt more and more by the workmen. Every small fluc- 
tuation of trade affected the capital of a single large manufacturer 
much more than it had formerly affected a multitude of small 
ones, who had often even not noticed it. Every stop in the 
sale led at once to a discharge of workmen. Whereas formerly 
in bad times the small masters had worked on stock, the master- 
manufacturers avoided the accumulation of stock, and worked 
only to order. Whilst formerly wages had been settled for the 
year, now every fluctuation led to reductions of wages. Besides, 
“ the opulent clothiers made it a rule to have one-third more 
men than they could employ, and then these had to stand still 
part of their time 1 .” At the beginning, on the erection of a 
mill, the master-manufacturers enticed the workmen by high 
wages from the service of the domestic clothiers ; but then every 
fluctuation broug-ht reductions of wages and discharges. When- 
ever such discharged workmen found work again even for less 
wages at a domestic clothier’s, on account of the greater re- 
gularity of employment they never wished afterwards to change 
their place, even for higher wages at the factories 2 . 

The position of the domestic master-clothiers was also greatly 
deteriorated by the spread of the factories. With the growth of 
these, home-work decreased. Many who had been masters sank 
to be workmen. Many who would formerly have become masters, 
now remained workmen for ever. They began to fear that the 
factory system would entirely supplant the domestic, and they 
therefore supported the workmen in their resistance. 

As, in consequence of the 39th and 40th Geo. III. c. 106 
(1800), all combinations were severely prohibited, the workmen 

1 Report, p. in. 

3 A journeyman who had formerly worked in a factory, being asked why he 
works for a small master though at less wages, says : “ My reason is, when I 
have been out of employ, I have gone from house to house to work ; and it seldom 
happens that the smaller clothiers change their men, except in the case of death 
and sickness. I never could lay hold of such an opportunity before.” — Report , 
p. 115. 
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nv. thnvU under tin* clonk of Kriendly-Societies. f lho Report 
f . in the (Vmmitb-e on Woollcn-C'lot biers’ Petitions of March 
14th, 1 »s }. c • ntain* the rule- of n Trade-Society which had 
|«» n h< gun a 1 * a Kriendly-S<H*u-ty on Sept. 24th, 1802, sind also 
an ndxrrti** meat from it new -paper, “ calling a meeting of one 
«, ,\«-r out of tin jwirish lie represents, in order to determine on 
jin ituiir these who unlawfully exercise or follow the trade of 
.1 wr.»ver." At the same time we see the Trade-Society already 
an\ oils for the morals of the workmen — as before, the old ( i ilcls 

for thev oiler a reward to him who would detect any workman 

einbr/zlinir materials. The chief object of this and similar Trade- 
S n'irtii> was the legal prosecution of transgressors of the 5th 
EhV. c. 4. of the 5th and 6th Edw. VI. c. 22, and the 2nd and 
3rd Philip and Marv. c. n. 

After several employers had been condemned, first the mastcr- 
manufacturers of Somersetshire, Wiltshire, and Gloucestershire 1 , 
and afterwards those of Yorkshire 2 , petitioned Parliament for the 
njHal of the last-named statutes. They especially urged the 
fact, that there were no master-manufacturers, and very few 
journeymen, who had served a seven years’ apprenticeship, and 
that inures of workmen would become breadless if the 5th Eliz. 
c. 4 was carried out. Others 3 desired the repeal of the 5th and 
6th Edw. VI. c. 22 only, but wished the maintenance of the two 
other statutes for the protection of the domestic trade, the 27th, 
2<Sth, and 32nd sections of the Statute of Apprentices excepted. 
On these petitions the said laws were in 1803 (43rd Geo. 111. c. 
136 pu.-pended for one year for the woollen manufactures, and 
all prosecutions for violating them were stopped. This suspension 
was renewed in 1804, 1805, 1806, and so forth, until the final 
repeal of the laws (49th Geo. III. c. 109) in 1809. 

After these petitions had been presented to Parliament, the 
trustees of the cloth-halls at Leeds assembled the elothworkers 
of the villages which they represented, to agree on counter 
measures. They signed counter petitions, and appointed agents 
to support them before Parliament. The necessary moneys w r ero 
rai-ed by subscriptions. Besides, the trustees prosecuted em- 
ployers who violated the laws in question. They acted for both 
masters and men. 

But it soon appeared to their constituents, that the trustees 
did not proceed with sufficient zeal. “ When we saw,” Bays a 
journeyman, “that they did not advance, and as we knew the 
evils arising therefrom, and that v r e thereby should become 

1 I'rj>orl from the Committee on Woollen-Clothiers' Petition, March 14th, 1803. 

1 IU 1 or ton Yorkshire Woollen J’ctitions, May 9th, 1803. 

’ Itfjifjrt on Woollcn-Manvfacturcrs' Petition, April 24th, 1804. 
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broadless, ■” the workmen took the affair into their own hands, 
petitioned Parliament by themselves, and appointed their own 
agents. They again formed an Institution, about the year 1803. 
All journeymen belonged to it, and all working in any workshop 
contributed together to its funds. Even so early as this, contribu- 
tions are to be found from members of other trades, as from Brick- 
layers, Carpenters, &c. Many home-working master Clothiers 
also, and very wealthy ones among them, joined the Institution to 
push forward affairs before Parliament, as the trustees seemed 
to give up the concern. It appears from evidence before the 
Committee, that the Institution spent from <^T 0,000 to a£ J i 2,000 
on petitions to Parliament. 

According to the “ Rules and Orders of the Clothiers' Com- 
munity, 1803/' the chief object of the Institution was to carry 
out the legal regulations as to apprentices, in their original 
purity. But it is declared at the same time that those who 
till now had carried on the trade contrary to these regulations 
should continue without molestation. The activity of the society 
was only to extend to the future. The Rules complain besides, 
that the abuses which had arisen, especially the large number 
of hands who had been driven into the trade, had destroyed 
the mutual dependence between masters and men, and had pro- 
duced pride and overbearing on the part of the former. Hence- 
forth all apprentices were to be considered unlawful who had 
not been bound by indenture for seven years. They were to be 
bound, moreover, at so early an age, that their term would have 
expired before their majority, as no indenture was binding after 
their twenty-first year. The only exception was made in the case 
of a son of a lawful workman who served his father seven years. 
I must here mention, that with the factory system a new kind 
of apprentices sprung up, namely, apprentices bound to journey- 
men ; hitherto all had been bound to the master. Nobody, as 
the Rules further ordain, was to learn two trades at once. In 
other Rules, workmen of other trades also stated that this regu- 
lation of the 37th Edw. III. c. 5 1 was to be maintained. 

To the prosecution of this chief object, the Institution added 
the assistance of the sick, and of the widows of deceased members, 
under entirely similar conditions as are still now usual in Trade- 
Unions. The necessary moneys were collected, in every single 
case, in the name of the sick, or of the widow of the deceased. 
In Leeds, the contribution of each member was id. a week, and 
at Halifax yl. Twice a year a committee of thirteen was elected 
by the members at a general meeting, to manage the affairs of 


1 See pp. cxxiii, exxiv, above. 
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th, 1 n it • it i- n. SY\tn «itc to form a quorum. Fines were 
11 j- -ol lor lift accepting oilier when chosen. On resigning, 
th, e.-numt hail to rentier aeeount of their doings. 'l’here 
w. . nl«o "itiunh, who had to provide for tlu* collection of 
contribution*. and the assistance of the sick. Besides, we find 
Kerr al- > what we found in the Statutes of all Oilds, from the 
Gild* of Ahhot -1 ury, Exeter, and Cambridge, namely, that all 
.. '.no* at meetings. Ky using' had language, ill-hehaviour, and 
th, like, should he punished. The committee had the right to 
nil* r the rules according to need. If any cause of complaint 
nro-e, ri her as to apprentices or as to some other rule, the men 
of the workshop were first to inquire into the case, to try and 
arm n ire the dilliculty. But wherever they did not succeed, the 
did'cteuce was to he brought before the committee, whose de- 
cision was to he final. 

The masters, however, did not continue long in the Institution. 
The fact was, that it also assisted men on strike. At one place 
tlie workmen of a master-manufacturer quarrelled with him and 
struck work. The members of the Institution wished to assist 
them ; upon this the masters left the society. 

When the master-manufacturers heard that the object of the 
Institution was to petition Parliament for the maintenance of 
the yjtli Eli/., e. 4, they required their workmen to leave it. O11 
refusing this they were all discharged. The master-manufac- 
turers even entered into combinations for suppressing the Insti- 
tution. which, strange to say, notwithstanding the 39th and 40th 
Geo. III. c. 106, was considered allowable by the Parliamentary 
Committee, though it was hostile to the Institution. On the 
other hand, the workmen at some places forced the owners of 
mills who worked for others on hire, to enter their society, as 
otherwise they declared they w r ould not work for them. They 
also hindered them from working for such masters as were hostile 
to the Institution. Once, when a master-manufacturer employed 
unlawful workers, his journeymen struck work. The rest of the 
master-manufacturers then promised their colleague assistance, 
and offered to do his work for him in the meantime. But when 
they attempted to do this, all their journeymen threatened to 
leave their factories at once. Finally, the masters signed a 
contract, according to which they obliged themselves to engage 
no more workmen for the future, contrary to the 5U1 Eliz. 
c. 4- 

When, year after year, notwithstanding all petitions of the 
workmen, the Acts regulating the woollen manufacture were 
suspended, a factor}" was burnt down ; and in September, 1805, 
the London Fire Insurance Companies received letters of caution 
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from workmen, wherein they declared that, as Parliament re- 
fused to protect their right, they would do it themselves. 
Though the Report of the Committee expressly states, that not 
the Institution, hut individuals, must be charged with these 
nefarious deeds, yet they prove the exasperation prevailing 
among the workmen. But notwithstanding this exasperation, 
and the attachment of the journeymen to their Trade- Society, 
which even then was so great, that as a master said in evidence, 
if it were prohibited they would rather follow it than the laws 
of the land, yet this Trade-Society ceased at once, when in 
Christmas, 1805, the trustees of the cloth-halls again took up 
the petitions. The workmen at once delivered them all their 
funds. It is evident from this, that the object of the Institution 
was nothing but the maintenance of the existing legal and cus- 
tomary regulations of trade. As soon as the State ceased to 
maintain order, it stepped into its place ; and as soon as there 
was a prospect of a more legitimate authority putting the law 
into practice, the Institution ceased at once. 

The Committee of the House of Commons before which this 
evidence was taken was, however, not favourable to the cause of 
the workmen. As ever on such occasions, the followers of the 
movement were spoken of as “ poor deluded wretches,” and it 
was made an especial fault of the Institution, that “ its inevitable 
though gradual result must be the progressive rise of wages 
among all classes of workmen V’ The Committee met the 
petitions for the maintenance of the existing laws with the very 
naive consolation, that the advantages of the domestic system 
were so great, that it could never be supplanted by the factory 
system ; and by referring to the “ true principles of commerce 
which were now so generally understood and acknowledged.” 
But as the Committee recommended in the same breath the 
maintenance of the laws prohibiting the export of raw materials 
and machinery, the emigration of skilled workmen to foreign 
countries, and combinations of journeymen, it seems that they 
accepted Adam Smith’s principles with conditions only. Their 
reason for advising the repeal of the 5th Eliz. c. 4 appears 
rather to have been the one uttered by one of the members of 
the Committee, namely, that its “ maintenance would put the 
determination of the price of labour in the power of those who 
had the means of working 2 .” Indeed, Adam Smith was right 
in saying, “ Whenever the legislature attempts to regulate the 
differences between masters and workmen, its counsellors are 
always the masters ! ” 

. 1 Report of 1806, p. 17. 2 Minutes of 1806, p. 178. 
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r tin. ri|-nl of tin* said statutes (p. clxviii) the com- 
1 vi n* ainwu: tin' workmen in tin* woollen manufactures 
U»mui< chr une. 

1 \rln r than the Trade-Society which the Clothworkers began 
in i - ; umh r the eo\or of a Friendly-Society, the Shipwrights 
if I nerpool had formed themselves in the last century into a 
'1 . 1, -SihmiKv, which was nominally a mere hcnefit-cluh '. Here 

t « the ahiiM* of einphn ing chiefly apprentices caused the origin 
id' thi' union. Hut much earlier than the Trade-Societies in 
1 th tln-ve trades were those of tln> Hatters. Besides being 
uiith-r the -,th Kliz. e. 4. the hat-trade was under two Acts of 
the Sth Kliz. and the 1st .lac. I., which only confirmed the 
r gelations of the Statute of Apprentices expressly for that trade. 
In this trade prevailed, early in the eighteenth century, the 
sV'tem of carrying on industry by means of sub-contractors 
il.is sweaters), who were called Little Masters. They received 
the materials from the master-manufacturers, and got them 
worked up by apprentices only. This led to combinations of 
the journeymen. From 1772 an extremely vigorous Trade- 
Society existed among them for maintaining the existing order 
and providing for the interests of the operatives. As soon as 
the employers attempted to give work to sub-contractors, they 
forced them by strikes to take it back. The society .was called 
the Gut press, was regulated by statutes, and framed bye-laws. 
All workmen of the trade belonged to it. Every one had to 
pay a weekly contribution of id. As the workmen thus pre- 
vented the masters from employing an excessive number of appren- 
tices. the masters petitioned Parliament in 1777 for the repeal 
of the legal restrictions as to apprentices, and for prohibitions 
of combinations of journeymen Both were granted by the 
17th CJeo. III. c. 55, which did not however repeal all restric- 
tions. for every master-hatter was to employ one journeyman for 
even* apprentice he might take. 

In the Tailors’ trade also combinations must have existed early 
in the eighteenth century, as the 7th Geo. I. c. 13 forbade them. 
I could, however, find nothing as to the cause of these combina- 
tions in the Journals of the House of Commons. But it is 
probable that here also, as in other trades, as for instance in the 
woollen manufactures just mentioned, the discontinuance of the 
legal regulation of wages by the justices of the peace occasioned 
t hese combinations. This seems the more probable, as the preamble 
of the 8th Geo. III. c. 17 speaks of those who by “many subtle 
devices tried to evade the regulations of wages by the justices 

1 Social Science Association's Report on Trade Societies, p. 480. 

* Journal « of the House of Commons, vol. xxvii. pp. 730-733. 
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according to the 7th Geo. I. c. 13. By these words masters 
are evidently meant, as the devices of the workmen would have 
simply been strikes. In any case, however, the combinations 
of the Tailors seem to have been but transitory, and not to 
have led to the formation of lasting Trade- Unions. At least, 
during the entire eighteenth century we hear no more of combina- 
tions of journeymen, and not even the 8th Geo. III. c. 1 7 makes 
mention of them. 

I now turn to the consideration of some trades incorporated 
by charter. 

The trade of Framework-knitting was not yet established in 
the 5th Eliz. 1 But in the year 1663 Charles II. incorporated 
“several persons, by the name of Master, Warden, Assistants, 
and Society, of the Art and Mystery of Framework-knitters, of 
the Cities of London and Westminster, the Kingdom of England 
and Dominion of Wales, for ever, with power to exercise their 
jurisdiction throughout England and Wales ; and from time to 
time to make Bye-laws for the regulation of the said business 
of Framework-knitting, and to punish persons who should offend 
against such Bye-laws.” By § 33 of the Charter 2 the Master was 
directed to “ enforce the statute of the 5th Eliz. c. 4, or any 
other statute as respects apprentices and the occupations of the 
trade.” 

By this ordinance of the Charter, therefore, the 5th Eliz. c. 4 
had authority also over this trade. But evidently the Charter 
was not of the same effect as the Statute of Apprentices would 
have been, if it had had direct authority over the trade. The 
execution of the ordinances of the Charter depended on the 
Master and Wardens of the Company, that is, on the good-will of 
employers. As early as the beginning of the eighteenth century 
the masters employed apprentices in unlimited numbers, often in 
the proportion of ten and more apprentices to one journeyman ; 
and there is even a man mentioned who had for thirty years 
employed constantly twenty-five apprentices to one journeyman. 
Indeed, this abuse of the want of fixed legal restrictions cannot 
surprise us, for besides the less wages to be paid to an apprentice, 
the parishes often paid bounties to the amount of j 6°5 for every 
boy taken from the workhouse 3 . 

By this system the adult workers immediately after the 
expiration of their apprenticeship fell into deep misery. They 

1 Felkin's History of the Machine-wrought Hosiery and Lace Manufactures , 
London, 1867, pp. 71, 75. 

2 See the Charter in the Report from the Committee on Framework-knitters * 
Petitions , 1812, p. 49. 

^ Felkin, p. 75. 
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t',,i.r,n\ in i“io, ] i titiom d fhe Company to carry out t ho 
r / .I'M ' of the Charter with regard to apprentices. Hut the 
u»nv n fused. This wits followed by a riot of the workmen; 
th* x d< -inwol iiKmt lOO fnintes, threw them out of the windows, 
and th rallied the npjxi'ing masters and their a]))>rentiees. The 
f ghtened masters gave in. and promised to observe for the 
tutor, the ordinance* of the Charter with regard to apprentices. 
Hut is the system of parish apprentices was continued, the trade, 
n ■' w itlMnnding this promise, was so overstocked with lawful 
journeymen without employment, that the most serious seditions 
ensued. The extent to which they went may he seen from the 
fa. t that in 1727 an Act was passed, prohibiting under penalty 
,.f d ath the breaking of frames, which was the men’s chief way 
of revenging themselves on their masters 1 . The overstocking of 
the trade with bread less parish apprentices who had served their 
term, brought them, in the years 1740 to 1750, near to starva- 
tion. according to Mr. Belkins 2 * account. “There was often 
only one coat in a shop, which was worn by each in turn °, as he 
want out from its precincts; so that one Moss, a Northampton- 
shire master, refused to employ a man possessed of a good coat, 
declaring the best workmen were only to be found in ragged 
ones." 

On May 22, 1745, the Company ordained new bye-laws 4 , which 
were confirmed by the Lord Chancellor in accordance with the 
19th Henry A II. c. 7. They enacted once more the old restric- 
tions as to apprentices. Besides, these bye-laws contain the 
first direct news of the practice which was to bring such infinite 
misery on the workmen, namely, of owners of f rames who, though 
they did not themselves exercise the trade, let frames out on 
hire \ This is the first intimation of mere capitalist-employers. 
But when the Company did nothing further but attempt to 
enforce its authority in favour of the London employers 
throughout the whole country, this led to the entire loss of its 
influence. 

When, at the beginning and in the middle of the eighteenth 
century, the trade retired more and more from London to 
Nottingham, the Company sent its deputies there to maintain 
it* privileges. But the Nottingham manufacturers did not 
acknowledge them. They w r ere already employers of the modern 
style ; they had (for the most part) not served a seven years’ 
apprenticeship themselves, and employed unlawful workers, such 

1 Felkin, pp. 73, 227-229. 

s Among the Ixindon tailors such a coat is called a “ reliever.” 

* Journal * of the llowse of Commons, vol. xxvi. pp. 790-794. 

1 See Felkin, p. 79. 


2 Ibid. p. 82. 
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as journeymen who had not served their legal term or did not 
belong to the Company, as well as women and children ; of two 
employers, we are even told that the one worked with twenty- 
three, the other with forty-nine, apprentices, without employing 
any journeymen. The Company relying on its Ordinances con- 
firmed by the Lord Chancellor, threatened to enforce these 
masters’ submission at law. But then its former conduct towards 
the petitions of the journeymen in 1710, and its own degenera- 
tion, were revenged upon itself. The retort on it was that its 
members did not themselves maintain the seven years’ apprentice- 
ship as a qualification of trade, — that they had themselves given 
up the requisite of a masterpiece, — and that instead of preventing 
frauds they rather committed them themselves. The fact is, 
that the London manufacturers were quite as much modern 
employers as those of Nottingham, and their whole proceeding 
appears nothing but a trick arising from envy. The workmen, 
however, hailed with joy the proceedings of the Company. The 
Company also addressed the men especially, asked them to join 
them, made easier for them the conditions of entrance, promised 
the re-establishment of the old order, and designated themselves 
as the true friends of the workmen, whilst they called their other 
employers their enemies b The master-manufacturers, threatened 
with lawsuits by the Company, petitioned Parliament and accused 
the Company of ruining the trade by monopolies. As Parliament 
was of the same opinion, the Company became unable to enforce 
its bye-laws legally, and therefore ceased henceforth to exercise 
a real influence over the trade 2 . 

Notwithstanding the enormous rise of framework-knitting in 
the period from 175° f° I 7 ^°> the workmen — as Mr. Felkin 
says — but slowly, partially, and indirectly profited by it. The 
trade suffered under the constant influx of boys, girls, and non- 
freed workmen. Whilst these abuses had hitherto produced only 
violent transitory revolts, they then — when all hope in the 
efficiency of the Company had been finally destroyed — led to the 
formation of a Trade- Union of the workmen. Thus arose the 
Stocking-makers’ Association for Mutual Protection in the Mid- 
land Counties of England, for the purpose of making regulations 
as to apprentices, inasmuch as a legal order was wanting. This 
body soon became so powerful in Nottingham that it influenced 
the elections for Parliament, and even made them. Mr. Abel 
Smith was thus returned without opposition in 1778, when the 
members of this Association marched in procession before his 
chair, accompanied by two assistants, the clerk, and other 


1 ; Journals , &C*, vol. xxvi. p. 794. 


2 Felkin, pp. 79, 80. 
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d< p’it i«-s* of the London Framework-knitters Company. “This 
f ruirrlv authoritative l»o«ly as Mr. Felkin says, “ another 

opportunity t hn*' given them, bv wise an<l timely measures, to 
have rendered themselves useful between the master-hosiers and 
tln-ir ducontent<‘d workmen. Tho novelty of high rents exacted 
for frame-, w it h other charges, had not yet settled into a legalized 
custom ; the best of tin* journeymen and wisest of the masters 
mil'll! have been conciliated, and the Charter revived ; but the 
time was wasted in squabbles about fees, and the Company lost 
almost its la<t hold on the trade 1 * .” 

A" tin* complete abandonment of the workmen to the discre- 
tion of the employers plunged them, notwithstanding the 
flourishing state of the trade, into the greatest misery, they 
petitioned the House of Commons in 1778 fora legal regulation 
of the rate of wages. In consequence of low wages, the payment 
of frame-rents, and other charges of the employers, they were, 
according to their statement, unable to maintain themselves and 
tln-ir families. As the master-hosiers made a counter-petition, a 
Committee was appointed to inquire into the complaints of the 
workmen. The witnesses examined confirmed the justice of the 
journeymen’s statements in an alarming manner. The earnings 
of a workman were n (firmed to be about 6 s. a week. Besides, 
there were the most infamous exactions on the part of the 
employers. According to the evidence of an examined master, 
many of them hired workmen without giving them sufficient 
employment, for the mere purpose of obtaining frame-rents ’. 
But notwithstanding the Report of the Committee, the influence 
of the masters prevailed, and the motion for enacting a law 
according to the petition remained in the minority. On this 
the employers in the silk branch of the trade attempted at once 
to reduce the prices paid for the work 25 per cent., and a strike 
was the immediate result 3 . 

On the 2nd of February, 1779, the Framework-knitters of 
Nottingham and the environs again petitioned the House for the 
regulation of the trade of framework-knitting. This petition 
was followed by similar ones from Tewkesbury, Godaiming, 
Derby, London, Westminster, and Northampton. Witnesses 
from all these places were examined by a Committee 4 . The 
shameless exactions on the workmen by their masters unveiled 
by this Committee find their equal only in the articles of the 


1 See for these statements Felkin, pp. 115-117. 

3 Journals of the House of Commons, vol. xxxvi. pp. 635, 728, 740-742' 

* Felkin, pp. 1 15-1 17. 

4 Journals of the House of Commo'/is, vol. xxxvii. pp. 117, 295, 301, 370-372. 
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Morning Chronicle x in 1849, on the position of the London 
Tailors, and their oppressions by Sweaters. According- to the 
evidence of all witnesses examined, wages had constantly fallen 
during the then last twenty years, whilst the prices of food had 
risen. The employers had always endeavoured to reduce wages. 
After various deductions — which the workmen had to submit 
to — for frame-rent, winding, seaming, needles, candles, &c., their 
wages are stated as 6 s. or 8s. weekly. Numbers of workmen 
could not even earn as much. The most disgraceful abuse was 
carried on as to frame-rents. The value of a frame is stated as 
£6 or j^8. But for its use the workmen had to pay rents from 
is. 3^. to is. a week, that is, up to 86 per cent. The workmen 
were obliged to hire these frames, if they wished to get work ; 
if a workman had himself a frame, he was refused work. This 
rent the workmen had to pay whether they worked or not, even 
during their sickness, for Sundays and holidays, or when they 
had no materials, which the employers had to furnish. Many 
employers in Nottingham stinted their workmen from making 
more than a certain number of stockings a week, though they 
could have made more, — evidently that they might thus be 
able to deduct the more frame-rent from a certain sum of wages. 
The workmen had to buy from the employers the materials for 
making the stockings. The latter then rebought the stockings 
from the workmen. But they also often left them on the work- 
men’s hands. The workmen, says the Report, were in a state of 
starvation. They had to submit to any conditions of their 
employers. A number of workmen who had signed the last 
year’s petition to Parliament had had to leave off work. — The 
witnesses brought forward the fact that the masters and men at 
Dublin had agreed on a price list, and that the Lord Mayor had 
confirmed it ; that both parties were there now content, and 
that the workmen had bettered themselves in consequence of the 
list, and earned more wages. They desired a Bill fixing prices, 
which would, as they thought, produce a very wholesome effect. 

On this Report the House resolved that a Bill should be intro- 
duced for regulating the trade of framework-knitting, and for 
preventing the frauds and abuses therein. Mr. Meadows, one of 
the members for Nottinghamshire, brought in the Bill on May 
the 10th, 1779. It w r as strenuously supported by Mr. Robert 
Smith (afterwards Lord Carrington), who said “ the measure was 
moistened and saturated by the tears of the poor distressed 
families of framework-knitters V’ Leave was given to bring in 

1 The numbers of December 14th and 18th. See also Cheap Clothes and Nasty 

by .Parson Lot, 1850. 1 2 Felkin. pp. 115-117. 
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tin Hill, with only nm> di-xentient voice. l T pon this the 
, M'i>' *vi r* < uut« r-j»*t it iwird. they said that it the Hill should 
h un«* luw. t hi*. •' from \arioiis nasons ’ (•'/<•/), would ho most 
ii’jurmus t«* tho petitioners and to the wholesale morohants in 
th. t ratio of fnum work-knitting. A ('oinmittoo was appointed, 
whnh us* omv more to inquire into the state of (he workmen. 
On the qth of June they reported that the former statements of 
the, workmen were in><\ and proposed only a few amendments in 
tin Hill. The seeond reading was carried hy twenty-four against 
twenty -three. Hut it was thrown out upon the third reading hy 
a majority* of fifty-two to eighteen 1 . Indeed, I was wrong 
in approx ing above of the saying’ of Adam Smith, that whenever 
the Legislature has attempted to regulate the dilferenees hetween 
ma-t< r- and workmen, its counsellors have always been the masters. 
This statement contains hut half the truth. It has also always 
been the same whenever the Legislature refused such regulation. 

I pon the rejection of the Hill, great excitement of the work- 
men ensued. They crowded to Nottingham, broke the frames of 
those manufacturers hy whose special influence the Hill had been 
lost — as well as of other employers — threw them out of the 
windows, burned a house down, and destroyed much property 
belonging to the employers. More than 300 frames were broken 
on this occasion. The whole of the employers then promised, if 
the riots would at once cease, to remove all grievances. On this, 
peace ensued. Public opinion seems to have been on the side of 
the journeymen, for the workman accused of having set lire to 
the house was acquitted. But the employers kept their word 
badlv. They* had formed a union of their own. After the 
ferment had subsided, they issued an address, stating that they 
would oppose all regulations, whether hy charter or Acts of 
Parliament, as tending to drive the manufacture to Prance, where 
workmen were contented with low wages 2 . 

The grievances of the workmen in the trade increased more 
and more. Prom 1780, in consequence of the system of rent- 
charge for the use of stocking frames having become fully 
established, the construction of machinery proceeded very rapidly 
for the next thirty years. The cost bore so small a proportion 
to the rent, as to induce many persons not in the trade to pur- 
chase frames 3 . On this came a \*ast increase in the number of 
apprentices. Mr. Pel kin mentions an instance of a father and 
son in Nottingham having, in 1810, twenty-four apprentices; and 
two framework-knitters at Ilinehley having 100 hetween them. 


1 Journal * of the Home of Commons, vol. xxxvii. pp. 386, 396, 421, 441. 

* Felkin, pp. 117, 227-229. 3 Ibid. p. x 1 7. 
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The whole district was accordingly in a constant state of riot. 
In their distress the workmen turned their attention once more 
to the powers entrusted to the chartered London Company, and 
sought its intervention for their relief. But it was then too late 
for its action. The Company proceeded, indeed, at law against 
a manufacturer for taking apprentices in violation of the bye-laws 
of the Company, hut the manufacturer was condemned in 
15. damages only. As wages became more and more dependent 
on the discretion of the employers, the workmen again applied 
in 1812 to Parliament to enforce payment by statement-lists. 
But though a Bill embodying such clauses passed the Commons, 
the appeal was unsuccessful in the Lords. On this the workmen 
in all the branches of the trade entered into union in 1814 1 . 
Since then, until the time of Mr. Mundella, attempts to fix 
statement-lists of prices have changed with strikes, when these 
were violated by the masters, and with unsuccessful applications 
to Parliament for laws regulating the trade. 

To mention another incorporated trade, I take the Cutlers in 
Sheffield. Already before 1790 the masters there must have 
attempted to violate the customary restrictions as to apprentices ; 
and they were probably hindered in this by the journeymen. 
But far from withdrawing from the corporation, they complained 
of these restrictions in 1790 to Parliament, and petitioned for 
alleviations in the bye-laws of the Company 2 . These were 
granted in an Act of June the 7th, 1791 3 ; and forthwith, on 
the 9th of September of the same year, we find combinations 
among the Seissor-grinders and other workmen. On the 3rd 
of April following the Scissor-smiths’ Benefit Society was formed. 
According to Mr. Hill’s account 4 , it was a Trade-Society to 
oppose the actions of the employers, which probably took the 
shape of a Friendly-Society to evade the 39th and 40th Geo. III. 
chap. 106. 

The same phenomena which we observed in the trades incorporated 
by charter, or under the 5th Eliz. chap. 4, recur in those which 
had been always free from any legal restrictions. Among these 
was the trade of the Calico-printers 5 . Nevertheless, though the 
regulations of the 5th Eliz. chap. 4 had no power over this trade, 
yet they were observed in it as the order sanctioned by the general 

1 Felkin, pp. 435-439 and foil. — The London Company existed till 1835. 

2 Journals, vol. xlvi. pp. 11, 12. 

3 Ibid. p. 717. 

4 S. S. A. Rep. on Trades’ Societies, p. 526. 

5 See for the following statements, “ Minutes of evidence taken before the 
Committee, to whom the petition of the several journeymen Calico-Printers and 
others working in that trade, &c., was referred,” July 4, 1804 ; and the Report 
from the Committee on these minutes, July 17, 1806. 
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rti-toni of tnulo 1m f.*ro tint introduction of machinery. Hut simul- 
t.vn«*>u»l\ with the intmluction of machinery, iihout the year i 790, 
the unlimited employment of apprentices in the place of adult 
j..um< \ m< n Income general in this trade. And the dispropor- 
tion between journey im n and apprentices which, not restricted 
h\ »\rii the possihUity of a legal prosecution, arose in the 
count ra* of l-ancttsti'r, Derby, Cheshire, and Station! in Knglnnd, 
nml in tho*e of Lanark, Henfrcw, Dumbarton, Stirling, and 
IVrth in Scotland, surpassed bv far that existing in all other 
trade*. In Lancashire there were cases of fifty-live apprentices 
to two journeymen only ; and in the county of Dumbarton cases 
of sixty to two. These proportions had however been in no way 
caused by a want of hands from the great rise of the trade after 
the introduction of machinery. On the contrary, whilst all 
apprentices were working full time in the factories, the journey- 
men sought in vain for work. And whenever the state of the 
trade necessitated a discharge of hands, the journeymen were 
always dischargi d first, whilst the apprentices remained fully 
employed, 'flu* reason was rather this, that the masters, by 
employing apprentices instead of journeymen, saved one-third in 
wages. And it was not rare “ that apprentices were discharged 
immediately upon the expiration of their apprenticeship, although 
the work was unfinished, the masters being unwilling to pay 
them journeymen's wages, even until such work was finished.” 
Against the evil consequences naturally to be apprehended from 
the comparative unskilfulness of boys, the masters provided, by 
making at their discretion an adequate deduction from their 
wages, whenever work was spoilt by the boys. The position of 
the apprentices was just as precarious as the situation of the 
journeymen was miserable. The employers declined taking ap- 
prentices on indenture, and accepted them only on verbal pro- 
mises of serving seven years. To enforce the observation of this 
agreement, they required from tire parents of the boy a bond of 
X 50, and also retained a certain part of their earnings — as a rule 
X 10— until the term of apprenticeship agreed to had elapsed. 
Besides, the apprentices often had to serve from eight to ten 
years instead of seven ; for when at any time the employer had 
no work for his apprentice, he forced him to serve more than his 
term for the time in which he had no work. The employer, on 
the other hand, did not take upon himself any legal obligation 
whatever towards his apprentices. lie could discharge him at 
will, and very often did so. These apprentices were partly parish 
apprentices, partly children of workmen, who were forced by their 
employers by threats of instant dismissal in case of refusal to 
apprentice their children. And whilst the trade “ produced 
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among the generality of workers a great difficulty of breathing, 
diseases of the lungs, &rc. ; whilst their sight was apt to fail 
them at an early age, and the period of old age very soon reached 
them,” and they thus became unfit for any other employment, 
they were mostly discharged at once after the expiration of their 
apprenticeship. There is also evidence as to workers being 
dismissed immediately on their sight beginning to fail them 1 . 

This abuse of power on the part of the masters, and their 
aggressions, especially on the journeymen’s customary right of 
preference to employment, -which they had acquired by a regular 
apprenticeship, led at once, as might be expected, to the forma- 
tion of Trade-Societies. All journeymen of the trade belonged 
to this Calico-printers’ Trade-Society, as all Clothworkers did to 
their Institution. At first there were no regular obligatory 
payments, but all contributed voluntarily to a common fund. 
From this fund the sick members, and those out of work, were 
assisted. When such accumulations of funds had been prohibited 
by the 39th and 40th Geo. III. chap. 106, the Calico-printer 
Unionists gave each member a ticket. On presenting this, the 
bearer — like the wandering journeymen in Germany — received 
a donation from the workers in every workshop he passed. 
Originally, everybody was free to give what he pleased ; but 
gradually there arose too great a disproportion, as the zealous 
often gave 6d., whilst the lukewarm gave nothing. Then the 
journeymen were bound to fixed contributions, in England to a 
halfpenny, in Scotland to t d. each. It seems that as the trade 
developed further, only the more zealous journeymen belonged to 
the Union, and that thus a closer and more restricted association 
arose, which no longer comprehended all workers in the trade. 
Another rule among these workmen which has a certain likeness 
to those of the German journeymen’s fraternities, was, that every 
apprentice or workman who wished to work in a workshop, had 
first to apply to the journeymen, before asking the masters for 
work. The reason was, that if discontent existed, or there was 
not plenty of work, the employers might not take advantage of 
the new offer of labour to discharge their journeymen or reduce 
wages. If new apprentices were taken, a strike ensued. When 
the journeymen struck work, the apprentices generally went with 
them, and were assisted during the turn-out by the journeymen. 
In London and the parts adjacent, however, the most friendly 
relations existed between masters and men ; but it was also shown, 
on inquiry into fourteen workshops, that the proportion of ap- 
prentices to journeymen was only 37 to 216. 


1 Compare Sheridan’s speech on these abuses in Hansard, vol. ix. pp. 534-537. 
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Th*w* o*iQbi nation* existed until the year 1802, when the 
j* •unu* vm< n tii>l applied to the llou*e of ( ominous tor redress, 
ami “ the monu-nt thr\ found their petition entertained, and felt 
aav ground of hope that their grievances would he fairly con- 
sult n«l. nil eomhination emsed. and their reliance for redress was 
entirely founded upon the justice and liberality of Parliament*.” 

The Committee appointed by the House made an excellent 
K» port on the evidence which it had taken, and warmly recom- 
mended measures for the relief of the Calico-printers. The 
lb port dwelt sjH-eiallv on the fact, that the legislation of the 
then last years for the working-classes “ had operated only in 
favour of the strong and against the weak.” “ Everything,” it 
snvs, “ is made subservient to the interest of the masters, and 
exclusively too ; for the diminution of expense, considerable as it 
is. the manufacture arising out of their multiplication of appren- 
tices at reduced wages, and the introduction of machinery, do not 
appear to have produced any reduction whatever in the price of 
the fabric to the consumer.” Mr. Sheridan brought in a Bill in 
accordance with this Report, proposing (among other things) to 
leNscn the number of apprentices. Parliament, however, refused 
the Bill a second reading, especially on a speech of Sir Robert 
Peel (the father), who opposed it in the name of the master- 
printers. lie was a party to the question, as the evidence shows, 
for his manufactory at Church Bank, in Lancashire, was as over- 
stocki d with apprentices as those of other employers. This 
refusal caused the revival of Trade-Unions among the journey- 
men Calico-printers ; and it is worth mentioning, that the pre- 
carious condition of the apprentices themselves caused them 
even later on, in 1831, to form a Trade-Society of their own 1 2 , 
which was to assist and supplement the Trade-Society of the 
journeymen in their endeavours, just as the journeymen’s frater- 
nities of the fifteenth century on the Continent supplemented 
the Craft-Gilds. 

As regards the Cotton-trade, I have not been able to find 
accounts of the first Trade-Societies among its journeymen. But 
the following statement about it agrees with what occurred in all 
other trades, when the exceedingly well-informed author of the 
essay On Combination s of Trades says (p. 15), “ that this manu- 
facture, which was of too modern an origin to be obnoxious to the 
5th Eliz. c. 4, was never without unions among its artisans.” 
An early organization of the journeymen Cotton-workers may also 
be inferred from the evidence contained in a Parliamentary Report 

1 The words are Sheridan's. Compare also Itcport, p. 6. 

2 See the account of the Young Society of Block-Printers in Manchester, in the 
essay On Combination * of Trades , pp. 73-76. London, 1831. 
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of 1811 ’. It is said there, that for seventy years statement- 
lists of prices had existed in that trade, which were agreed upon 
by masters and men, and that they had been given up thirteen 
years before, by which great misery had been caused to the 
workmen. 

Though the examples mentioned sufficiently prove my assertion 
as to the origin of Trade-Unions, I will yet give an account of 
the Trade-Societies in the Silk-manufacture ; for the real nature 
of Trade-Unions comes out nowhere more clearly than here. 
Already before 1 773 the assessment of wages by justices of the 
peace or by the Lord Mayor had fallen into disuse in the silk- 
manufacture in London, Westminster, Middlesex, and within the 
liberties of the Tower of London. In consequence, the com- 
petition of employers to undersell each other had lowered the 
wages of workmen. This led to continual differences as to wages 
between masters and men. Several deeds of violence were com- 
mitted by the exasperated workmen, and much property belonging 
to those employers who would not pay the customary wages 
was destroyed 1 2 . Strikes were frequent ; and the men on strike 
were assisted by contributions from all the workmen of the 
trade. They chose a committee for managing all matters con- 
nected with the trade. But when the committee once ordered a 
levy of 2 cl. for every loom used by a workman, quarrels ensued 
with the masters, which finally led to the enactment of the 13th 
Geo. III. c. 68 3 . According to this Act, the justices of the 
peace or the Lord Mayor at the above-named places were, from 
July 1st, 1773 — from time to time, after demand so to do had 
been made to them — to assess the wages of the journeymen in 
the silk-manufacture. Employers giving more or less than the 
assessed wages to their workmen, or evading the Act, as well as 
journeymen entering into combinations to raise wages, were to 
pay certain fines, the amount of which, after the deduction of the 
necessary expenses, was to be applied to the relief of needy 
weavers and their families. By the 32nd Geo. III. c. 44, of 
the year 1792, these regulations were extended to the manu- 
factories of silk mixed with other materials ; and by the 
51st Geo. III. c. 7, of 1 8 1 1 , to the female workers in the re- 
spective trades. These three Acts were called the Spitalfields 
Acts. 

After the enactment of the first Spitalfields Act, no more strikes 


1 Report on Petitions of Several Weavers , June 13th, 1811. 

2 Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee to consider of the Several 
Petitions relating to the Ribbon Weavers , March 18th, 1818, p. 40. 

3 Second Report of Minutes of Evidence , April 20th and 28th, and May 8th, 
1818, p. 57. 
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pljwv in Spitnlfield* Musters and men worn unanimous 
in ihrir prni^eef t he eflW*ts of these Acts; and an employer even 
d*v’..red. that in ease of their repeal, he would instantly retire 
fn n tin trade 4 . In the year I 795 a general price-list was fixed 
111 << fortuity with the 1 ph (ieo. HI. e. 6<S ; and this was 
followed hv -evt nil others, the last in 1 806 3 . The great expenses 
t «tu» <1 hv the publication of these price-lists, amounting 1 some- 
time* to l $oo, were defrayed by subscriptions of the workmen' 1 . 
Hut a- all did not contribute to them properly and equally, the 
nirn elected in 1805 a “ committee of ways and means,” which 
levied contributions according to the number of looms worked on 
bv a journeyman 5 . But as the masters frequently endeavoured 
to violate the list agreed on before the magistrates, further sub- 
scriptions were required, first to assist those workmen who had 
been discharged for insisting on their lawful wages, until they 
should again get work, and then for prosecuting in court those 
masters who violated the law c . This led to a confederation of 
those journeymen who were more zealous for the common weal, 
into a Trade-Society. 

According to its statutes 7 , the “ Rules to be observed by a few 
friends called the Good Intent,” it had as standing officers only 
a few collectors of contributions, who were called “The Finance,” 
and. besides, a paid secretary. The entrance-fee was twopence, 
the weekly contribution a halfpenny. If a member was out 
of work he received a donation. ^ et. this ease was evidently 
a nire one. as is proved by the rule of the statutes, that in case 
of more than one journeyman being out of work, the sum which 
was to be applied to the assistance of men out of work should 
not be augmented, but equally distributed between them. This 
proves therefore, apart from the distinct evidence on the point, 
that after the enactment of the Spitalfields Acts no more strikes 
occurred ; that strikes were not the object of the society. And 
indeed, as the journeymen could protect their interests at law, 
there was no room for strikes. If differences broke out between 
masters and men, the latter chose a committee ad hoc , which was 


1 Min utc /, p. 40 ; Second Report, p. 194. 

* If the Spitalfields’ Acts should be repealed, (( I should in all probability leave 

the trade, and for this reason : 1 allude to no individual, but I have sufficient 

ex|>erit-nce of human nature, and I have seen enough to know, that there are 

many j**oplc who would ho oppress the poor to get goods manufactured very cheap, 
that I should not have a disposition to enter into competition with them, and I 
should in all probability retire from the trade.” (Minutes, p. 43.) 

* Sfoond Rcjyjrt, p. 188. 4 Ibid. p. 56. 

5 Ibid p. 54. * Ibid. pp. 59, 194. 

7 Compare as to this Trade-Society the Second Report , pp. 54, 56, 57, 59, 165, 
166, i68 f 180, 18S, 194, 195, 196. 
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again dissolved after the case had been settled. The journeymen 
sometimes also elected on this committee masters who had before 
been workmen themselves, and who, even after their rise, had 
known how to preserve the confidence of their former associates. 
This committee prosecuted, in the name of the journeymen, those 
employers who violated the said Acts. It represented them also 
whenever a new price-list had to be fixed. In opposition to this 
society of the journeymen the employers formed another, with 
the object of defending its members in court when prosecuted 
by the journeymen. It also represented the masters on the 
settlement of a new price-list. Whenever such a new price-list 
was to be fixed, the committees of both societies met ; and after 
an agreement as to the prices had been come to, the committee 
of the journeymen brought the change, or the new regulation, 
before the magistrates to receive their sanction. The complaint 
of the employers, that the magistrates regulated the prices always 
more according to the statements of the workmen than according 
to theirs, proves that the journeymen were not badly off under 
these legal regulations of prices. Sometimes, also, such new 
regulations led to discussions before the magistrates. But “ in 
most cases,” says a master silk-manufacturer, “ where a dispute 
as to the fixing of prices has occasioned a discussion before the 
magistrates, it has arisen from the contending masters not being 
operative weavers ; there would not then (i. e. if they had been 
operative weavers) be such disputes as there have been, as the 
masters were not capable of answering those articles which the 
journeymen have put them.” On the 4th of December, 1813, 
the journeymen’s society consisted of 83 members, and was in 
possession of <^5 8 s. 1 1 \d. In October, 1817, its finances seem 
to have been embarrassed. It accordingly circulated an address 
to its members, calling for contributions. This address gives at 
the same time an account of the society’s operations. “ Within 
the last nine months upwards of fifty persons (by means of the 
Trade-Society) have obtained the lawful prices of their work, 
which was withheld from them to a very great extent by their 
employers ; the expenses of obtaining which, with other things, 
have borne so heavy upon your finances, that you are embarrassed 
to a very large amount.” 

After a contest of almost a hundred years — for the violations 
of the 5th Eliz. c. 4 began about the eighteenth century — the 
master-manufacturers at last obtained the victory in 1814. Eor 
the woollen manufacture the Statute of Apprentices had pre- 
viously been repealed ; by the 54th Geo. III. c. 9 6 the industrial 
system, which was as old as the Craft-Gilds, was abolished for 
all trades. Indubitably, the condition of things before this repeal 
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1 <d I . >«• untfiiaMc ; for whilst the low was nominally in force, 
it #■« j «..< tu-.il I \ not ob#wmd. All agreed, therefore, that a new 
Lw h*'| Uvoine n«ve%"Tiry. Hut whilst some wished for the ainend- 
imMit of tin statute, others desired its entire repeal. Petitions 
were | re -tilted to Parliament by the followers of both views. But 
w lnlst p:<- .000 were for the maintenance of the statute, there 
wire hnt zooo for its repeal *. A Parliamentary Committee was 
nj j-^intcd in 1S13 to inquire into the facts of the question. 
All witnesses examined were against the repeal. The arguments 
of tin workmen brought round to their side even the Chairman 
of the Committee, who had formerly been little inclined to their 
\hw.s ! . The workmen s petitions also laid particular stress on 
the |>oint, that by the thitherto prevailing 1 * laws the journeymen 
law fully educated for their trade had acquired a right similar 
to prop-rtv, and that the repeal of the statute of Elizabeth 
would be to them what the deprivation of land or any other 
pro)>erty would be to owners thitherto protected by the laws 3 . 
And. indeed, in this the workmen were right. For what else 
is land but an opportunity of getting an income ? and what 
else had the journeymen acquired by their seven years’ appren- 
ticeship, and by the expenses incurred for their education in the 
trade, but the opportunity of getting an income ? and does not 
onr age, which on expropriations pays compensations to land- 
owners for the loss of this opportunity, owe such compensations 
also to those journeymen ; at the least to the amount of the cost 
incurred by their education to their trades during the seven 
years required ? But we acknowledge only rights of capital, and 
these only when they are fixed in saleable commodities. 

The debates in Parliament on the repeal of the statute show as 
its enemies, either employers or mere theoreticians, who, with 
the entire superciliousness of the followers of a still young 
theory, spoke with contempt of the glorious reign of Queen 
Elizabeth as of the time wiien nothing was yet known of the 
infallible doctrine of the new era 4 . It is remarkable, however, 
that these enlightened adherents of the new theory differed from 
Adam Smith in his justification of combinations of workmen 5 . 
The employers, on the other hand, described this openly as a 
chief reason for the repeal of the statute, that the seven years’ 
apprenticeship restricted the number of workmen, and thereby 
enabled them to combine with success against their masters 

1 Hansard, vol. xxvii. p. 574. 2 Ibid. p. 570. 

1 tsee Hcport from the Committee on the Petitions of Watchmakers of Coventry, <kc., 

July 1 1, 1 S 1 7, p. 47. 

* Com [.a re Hansard, vol. xxvii. pp. 564, 572, 884. 

1 Hansard, vol. xxvii. p. 572. 


® Ibid. vol. xx vi. p. 213. 
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Tlie spirit of the repealers may be seen by the assertion, that 
“ the persons most competent to form regulations with respect 
to trade were the master-manufacturers Thus at last the 
statute was repealed in the interest of the employers. 

I am not going to criticise further here the repeal of the 
5th Eliz. c. 4, but I may be allowed a word on the dodge of the 
cry against State or Government interference by which this repeal 
was carried, and so many other regulations of trade desired by the 
workmen were refused. It seems to me, on the contrary, that 
this repeal was an interference ; and I can also imagine refusals 
of such regulations, which would constitute interferences. For 
what does interference mean ? Evidently an unjust meddling 
with the affairs of another. But what is the State, and what 
is Government ; or rather, what ought they to be ? The State is 
the organization of the people, and Government the natural 
centre of popular life. When this is really the ease, there can 
be no question of State interference, so long as the State fulfils 
the will of the people. For nobody who acts according to his 
own will can be said to interfere with himself. The whole term 
“ State interference ” presupposes therefore a condition of the 
State as it ought not to be ; it presupposes a State which is 
something else than the organization of the people, a govern- 
ment which is not the natural centre of popular life ; both, some- 
thing foreign to the people. And such was the State when the 
5th Eliz. e. 4 was repealed, and when those regulations of trade 
were refused. If it had been otherwise, it would not have acted 
in favour of the 2000 against the interests of the 300,000 ; and, 
in the case of those refusals, not against the expressed will of 
the majority of the interested part of the people. This repeal, 
and these refusals, were acts of interference on the part of a 
minority with the wishes of the people. And, indeed, the then 
existing Parliament did not even nominally represent the latter. 
This was also shown by the debates on the repeal. A general want 
of interest prevailed on the deliberation of a law of such grave 
importance to the life of the people ; the House was even 
counted ouff 2 . 

The repeal of the 5th Eliz. c. 4 declared the state of industrial 
disorganization and disorder as the only lawful state. This 
state became only too soon the prevailing one in all trades. 
Parliamentary reports 3 on the condition of the ribbon-trade and 
the silk-manufacture at Coventry, Nuneaton, and Macclesfield, 
describe, as the immediate consequence of the repeal, such a 

1 IJansard,\o \ . xxvii. p. 572. 2 Ibid . vol. xxviii. p. 14. 

3 See the two above-referred-to Reports on the State of the Ribbon Trade 
(p. clxxxix, notes 1, 2). 
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g w ? ! i nf tin *\ .t*in uf.wHlir. and half- pay Mppr* nticrs, that. 
I •• ■ urn* vn,. n were driven to lamine, and tin* humic workers to 
JT .tit ut u 'll . *' Whilst the .statute of the r,t.h Kli/. was in force,” 
.-\* the lvijM-rt, " tlie di* 4 rc.-f«iug circumstances now complained 
of iti'\er t~iurri‘l. ‘ Tlie whole of tin* masters and weavers, 
therefore. jHtitiomd in 1818 for the extension of the Spitallields 
A t* to tlie silk-trade in the said places. Reports of the years 
|S|~ and iSiS give an absolutely identical account of the con- 
dition of the Watchmakers at Coventry 1 2 * . Further, as the 
justice* of the peace no longer assessed wages after having 
luanl masters and men. the workmen now endeavoured to in- 
trt*dnee regulation of wages hv statement-lists of prices, agreed 
upon hv masters and men :1 . But they were violated upon every 
occa-ion In* the employers. The words which Pitt 4 spoke on 
the subject of the Arbitration Act were now completely fulfilled. 
‘‘The time will come." he said, ‘‘when manufactures will have 
been so long established, and the operatives not having any other 
bu-im ss to lice to, that it will be in the power of any one man 
in a town to reduce the wages, and all tlie other manufacturers 
mu-t follow. If ever it does arrive at this pitch, Parliament, if 
it he not then sitting, ought to he called together, and if it 
cannot redress your grievances, its power is at an end. Tell me 
not that Parliament cannot — it is omnipotent to protect.” The 
workmen were quite of the opinion of Pitt, and numberless were 
the petitions which, after 1814, they addressed to Parliament 
for the legal regulation of their trades. But as Parliament 
thought it could not redress their grievances, they tried self- 
help. After the repeal of the Act of Elizabeth combinations 
and unions therefore arose in all trades. But whilst, on tlie one 
hand, tlie workmen were refused legal protection, self-help, in 
consequence of the 39th and 40H1 Geo. III. c. 106, was con- 
sidered a crime. In 1818, hail to the amount of .£200, and two 
sureties for .C100 each, were required for the appearance of a 
common workman at the next Session to answer a charge of 
combining ’. Tlie greatest mischief was, however, that the Com- 
bination Laws, by confounding right and wrong, led men to 

1 Minute* of Evidence on the Ribbon Trade , March 18 1818, pp. 5, 24, 33. 

* llrj/ort from the Committee on the Petitions of Watchmakers at Coventry, <Lc., 
July 11, 1 S 1 7 ; Report from the Select Committee to consider the Laws rcluting to 
Watchmakers, March 18, 1818. 

* Compare especially, as to the Silk-weavers of Macclesfield, the Second Report 
cm the Ribbon Trade referred to ; moreover, the Report on Petitions of Several 
Wearers, June 13, 181 1. 

* I o.uote from Mr. Maxwell’s speech. May 15, 1834, Hansard, Third Series, 
vol. xxiii p. 1091. 

Rejeert of the Art i ans' Committee, 1824, p. 405. 
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regard with less aversion tilings really vicious. The people, in 
their despair, did not shrink from the greatest deeds of violence 
and the most infamous crimes, in self-defence. The Combination 
Laws had deteriorated the character of the people to such a 
degree, that even after their repeal in 1824 such deeds of vio- 
lence still occurred, as was disclosed by the Cotton-spinners’ 
trial at Glasgow in 1838 ; and in several trades the instances 
descend, as we all know, to the latest times. 

I will now briefly sum up the evidence with regard to the 
origin of Trade-Unions, supplied by this sketch of the con- 
dition of the workmen in the several trades during their tran- 
sition from small to great industry. We see first that the 
old regulations of trade by the Craft-Gilds and by the 5th 
Eliz. c. 4— which had originally been ordained in the interest 
of the public for securing good quality of work — now appear 
as really framed for the “ better relief and comodytie of the 
poorer sorte.” Wherever an alteration of the order established 
by them occurred, the artisans and small masters were menaced 
in their secure and well-to-do situation, and the harmony be- 
tween masters and men was destroyed. And as soon as attempts 
were made to abolish this order, and legal protection was re- 
fused, the men combined for its maintenance. I refer to the 
instances of the combinations of the Erame work-knitters in 1710, 
of the Clothworkers in 1720 and 1756, and to the London Silk- 
weavers before the enactment of the Spitalfields Acts. And, 
indeed, in the time after the repeal of the Statute of Apprentices 
it was notorious 1 that wherever labour was not regulated by 
law, or by an order agreed upon by masters and men, combina- 
tions of workmen prevailed. 

As soon as the disorganization spread and the gravest abuses 
became general, whilst the prospect of a maintenance of order 
by the State disappeared, the workmen formed their Trade- 
Unions against the aggressions of the then rising manufacturing 
lords, as in earlier times the old freemen formed their Frith-Gilds 
against the tyranny of medieval magnates, and the free handi- 
craftsmen their Craft-Gilds against the aggressions of the Old- 
burghers. And like the objects of those Gilds, the object of the 
Trade-Unions was the maintenance of independence, and of an 
entire system of order, in a time of industrial and social club- 
law. The Clothworkers give an example of this. Already, in 
1796, the non-observance of the 5th Eliz. c. 4 had become so 
general in the cloth trade, that the trustees of the cloth-halls 
at Leeds admitted to them masters who had served no appren- 

1 Compare the Second Report on the Ribbon Trade of 1818, p. 60. 
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t • »h’p. \ml in tin -nine \<ar there ar«**e a Trade-Society of 
w 'lii>. n 1 • • r tin- inninteiuuuv ol tin* customary order. dims 
„l>, . t.^inaicil the C«>ngr« — of l lu* Hatters, tin* l nion of tlio 
('-*!• • j.: inter-, ami the n -t of the above-mentioned Tradc- 

S i tie-. 

Hut th» *-<* -eietie- nrn-e only when those who had hitherto 
l obliged to protect the order ol the trade refused this pro- 
l». t., n. rim- the Stocking-makers’ Association for Mutual 
l'r t<* ti"ii wa- onlv formed after the London Framework-knit- 
ter-' (\ injunv had proved itself either unwilling or insufficient 
to maintain the regulations of the trade. The Clothworkers 
formed an Institution in 1803 only, when the trustees of the 
cloth-halls had ceased to perform their duty. Hut as soon as the 
tru-t«e- again showed themselves ready to fullil that duty, the 
Institution was dissolved. And with this agrees Sheridan's 
account of the combinations of the Calico-printers. The societies 
tin 111-elves al.-o only resorted to self-help to maintain their re- 
gulations when legal aid was denied them. Thus Trade- L nions 
aro-e in all trades under the 5th of Elizabeth, first, for the legal 
pr< -< cut ion of employers who had violated this Act ; and, indeed, 
in the silk-trade the Trade-Society existed merely for the better 
execution of the Spitalfields Acts. O11 the other hand, we find 
incendiari-m by the Clothworkers on the suspension -of the 5th 
of Elizabeth, and riots of the Framework-knitters on the refusal 
of protection by the legislature. 

Originally the organization of the Trade-Society comprehended 
all the workers of a trade in the place : thus was it with the Silk- 
weavers, with the Calico-printers, with the Institution of the Cloth- 
worker.-. Likewise the amount of contributions depended originally 
on the free-will of the members. It is only later that we find closer 
and more restricted associations among the more zealous, and 
fixed eont ributions. As combinations of workmen were prohibited, 
especially after the 39th and 40th George III. e. 106, Bencfit- 
Soeicties were frequently made the cloak of Trade-Societies. 
Such Trade-Societies were the Friendly-Society of the Cloth- 
workers in 1802, the Benefit-Club of the Liverpool Shipwrights, 
the Seis-or-smiths’ Benefit-Society at Sheffield : and indeed this 
was almost the rule until 1 824 L During the wdiole of the Middle 
Ages after Charlemagne, the Political Gilds abroad concealed 
themselves in like manner under cover of the Iteligious Gilds 1 2 . 

1 See the ninth resolution of the Committee of the House of Commons in 1824. 

5 Seo Pert7, vol. i. p. 68, cap. 10. Ouin-Lacroix, pp. 4 23-425, cites a series of pro- 
hibitions of Religious Gilds by councils, kings, and barons, because they were “ con- 
jurationcs vel conspirationes laicorum, fjuibus nomen confraternitatis imponunt, 
impietatcin pollicentes sub nomine pietatis.” 
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Mr. Dunning’s account of the London Bookbinders’ Society 
shows also that societies first instituted merely for the pur- 
pose of “ taking a social pint of porter together,” changed 
afterwards into Trade-Societies. Such changes of Friendly- 
Societies may often have happened. I have pointed in Part IV. 
to the similar transformations of Religious into Craft-Gilds 1 . If 
in the times of the Craft-Gilds in England journeymen’s Associa- 
tions had existed there like those on the Continent, there can be 
no doubt that later on Trade- Unions would also have arisen 
from those Associations. I have already referred in Part IV. 2 to 
the different points by which this opinion can be supported. The 
Trade-Society of the Calico-printers also showed similar regula- 
tions to those that prevailed in the German journeymen's Asso- 
ciations. 

The rules of Trade-Societies cited in the foregoing pages are 
still very imperfect. Yet even they show the essence of the 
Gilds as defined in Part I. 3 Like the oldest Gild-Statutes, they 
show merely the outlines of an organization. The system is not 
yet worked out into details. But if one considers the statutes of 
one of our modern Trade-Unions, as, for instance, those of the 
Amalgamated Engineers, one finds an organization elaborated into 
the minutest details, which is very similar to the later Craft- Gilds. 
It would be very interesting to show from the history of this 
queen of Trade-Unions, which now (like the Hanse in former 
times) has its ramifications in all parts of the world, how its 
organization gradually developed itself in the same phases as 
that of the old Gilds did. Attempts at General Trade-Associa- 
tions by the Trade-Unions were also not wanting, quite as vain 
and short-lived as the German Town-Confederations. I refer to 
the National Association for the Protection of Labour of 1830, 
and to the later similar experiment of Thomas Duncombe. It 
would also be very interesting to show how the workmen, after 
the disuse of the customary regulations of wages, laboured con- 
tinually to bring about an orderly condition of wages by state- 
ment-lists of prices ; how they were constantly opposed in this, 
on principle, by the employers, who would not suffer restrictions 
where they considered themselves as alone having rights, until, 
in consequence of the threatening attitude of the workmen, they 
have, since the example set by Mr. Mundella, agreed at last to an in- 
stitution which is nothing but an amended edition of the regula- 
tion of wages by the Craft-Gilds 4 . And in some noble instances 

1 See p. exviii, above, 2 See pp. clix, elx, above. 3 See p. lxvii, above. 

4 See pp. cxxxvi, cxl, note 2, above. It appears from the Report on the Petitions 

of ^Several Weavers , June 13 th, 1S11, that statement-lists of prices, agreed on 

by masters and men, existed early in the eighteenth century in the Cotton- 
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vw .« r\.ul\ the return to the sharing of profits with flu* work- 
men. h- W r\,» <d in llrugcs lx fore the d< generation of the 
Crnft-GihU l . 1 Udiovo that to .-how thU would not only pro- 
do.- n "dim" c< n-ciou-nc.-s that “ the world is settling into a 
new order after more or lv-*» of disorder luit that it would prove 
that -.-eml order has to a great extent alrea<ly taken the place of 
dw»*rdor . Hut to prove this in detail would require special essays 
which raniu t he added here. 

1 -l all ho -nti-fnxl now if I have proved that the spread of dis- 
order ealhsl forth at once in each single trade Gild-like organiza- 
tion- of tho-e suffering hy it, to maintain the old order, or to 
create a m w one. 1 wish only further to point to the fact that 
the Kngli-h. among whom the old Gilds probably originated, 
have in this new movement again preceded all other nations. As 
inch new political era has begun in England — whether they were 
barons who wrung from King John the Magna Chartu Liljerlahun, 
or the middle-classes who in the seventeenth century obtained 
h re first the dominion in the State — so the era of the working- 
e’a s - comes first to development on English soil. And as in 
the earlier Middle Ages from the days of Charlemagne the 
Frith-Gilds, and in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries the 
Craft-Gilds, so now the Trade-Unions will be the great engines 
f<>r obtaining the sway. Already since 1824 they have enjoyed 
a kind of recognition ; and already they have fought contests 
quite as fierce as, if not fiercer than, those of the old craftsmen 
against the patricians. The history of their sufferings since the 
end of the eighteenth century, and of the privations endured for 
thc r independence, is a rial record of heroism. It is only to be 
Imped that now, when they are free from all legal restrictions, 
they may u-e only — instead of the arms of violence, which belong 
to former times — the legal means which belong to our days, and 
which are thrown open to them by the franchise. May the 
English working-men. like the English barons and middle-classes 
in former times, be a bright example in the attainment of free- 
dom to their brethren on the Continent ! 

trade. About the beginning of this century they fell into disuse. Masters and 
mm therefore petitioned Parliament in 1 8 x i for the appointment of a Committee, 
cond*ting of both parties, which from time to time should regulate wages, and 
whi. h would have been very similar to the hoards of arbitration of Mr. Mundella 
or Mr. Kettle. 

1 S< e p. cxxxvi, above. 

5 Mr. ( ongreve in the Fortnightly Review, New Series, vol. v. p. 417. 

* Consider also the account of the Trade-Union of the “ Knights of St. Crispin ” 
in Ma-v-achu.setts in the article in the Spectator , Dec. 11, 1869, on “The Work- 
man's Revolt in Massachusetts.** 


POSTSCRIPT. 


CXC1X 


P.S. Attention may be called to the “ History of the Holy 
Trinity Guild at Sleaford [in Lincolnshire], with an Account of 
its Miracle-Plays, .Religious Mysteries, and Shows, as practised 
in the Fifteenth Century,” &c., by the Ilev. G. Oliver, D.D. 
Lincoln, 1837. $s. The account of the Gild — a Social or 
Religious Gild — is provokingly meagre, and the amount of talk 
in the book very great ; but it states, at p. 50, that an ancient 
MS. Compotus Book belonging to the Gild was then in the 
possession of Dr. Yerburgh, the Vicar ; and that it ranges from 
a.d. 1477 to 1545, when the Gild was dissolved at the Reforma- 
tion, though two later informal entries in 1585 and 1613 are 
made in it. I have sent inquiries after this book. Dr. Yerburgh’s 
History of Sleaford may contain further information about this 
Gild. Dr. Oliver, at p. 52, note 20, states the income of the 
Sleaford Gild at 80/., while that of the three principal Gilds 
at Boston was less, the Gild of Corpus Christi there being valued 
at 32/., that of the Virgin at 24/., and that of St. Peter and 
St. Paul at 10I. 35. — F. J. F. 
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RETURNS, 

IN ENGLISH, 

MADE TO THE KING IN COUNCIL, 

BY ORDER OF PARLIAMENT, 

A8 TO 

THE ORDINANCES, USAGES, PROPERTIES, &C. 

OF 

ENGLISH GILDS, 

Ik the Twelfth Year of Richard II: a. d. 1389. 


FROM THE ORIGINALS, 

IN THE 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE. 


Thi • n; i *1 <*f <*irh of the Returns hero printed is contained in a 
* 2*1*4* r*v*>rd. IV w of those records are in a good state : many of them 
»»♦ in a >»r\ Iwvl state; while in several cases a part has been eaten away, 
^*r ■ i nihtrvi# destroyed. Tho following methods have been there* 
f* r« *d«gt»d, in the hope of making the documents moro intelligible, and 
i r .*rt* conv< nient for r< ft rence. 

N i*e < f the original lu turns are headed by tho name of the place whenco 
th*> c nni'. In ever)* such case, that name is here put, with the spelling 
i:*»xl in the original. Where there is no such heading, the name of tho 
line where the Gild was in fact established is hero put, between brackets. 
And in every case where the Gild had any distinctive name, and that 
name is not contained in the heading of the original Return, it is hero 
put, b- tween brackets, before the name of the place. 

To < very heading a note is added, stating where the Return is to be 
found, among the three Bundles in which, as is fully explained in the 
Introduction, all these Returns are now kept. The serial number of each 
Return is given, as this was found marked in pencil in the Bundle, 
at the time when copies were made for the present work. A statement 
of the condition in which the original writing is now found is added. 

In many cases, although the original record has been eaten or decayed, 
the sense can nevertheless be made sure of. In such cases, this sense is hero 
gi\cn, either in the marginal abstract, and without words inserted in the 
blank, or by the insertion, in italic type and between brackets, of what 
seem likely to have been the actual words that arc now destroyed. In 
a very few instances, a single word, accidentally omitted by the writer of 
the Return, has been inserted between brackets, but not in italics. 

In printing these Returns, I have sought, by careful punctuation, and 
the use of hyphens and other usual modern means, to bring out the sense 
more clearly. The stops found in the originals are arbitrary, and are 
usually only the straight stroke, single or double, sloping from right to 
left. But, as there is no uniformity among these Returns in the manner 
of using those marks, the adherence to such methods of punctuation w ould 
be only confuting to the reader. 


I. 


[Gild of Garlekhith, London.*] 


Tn [e worship of god almighti oure creato r , and hys moder 
seinte marie, and al halwes, and seint Jame apostle, a 
fraternitee is bygonne of good men, in |>e chirche of seint Jame 
atte Garlekhith in Londone, ]>e day of seint Jame, f>e 3er of our 
lord m'.ccc.lxxv., for amendement of her lyues and of her soules, 
and to noriche more loue bytwene )>e bretheren and sustren of J>e 
bretherhede : and eche of hem had sworen on J>e bok, to per- 
fourme J>e pointy vndernethe wryten atte here power. 

ffirst : al J)0 )>* beth, oJ>er schul be, in \>e same bretherhede, 
Jjei schul be of good loos, condicions, and beryng, and ]>t he loue 
god and holy chirche and his neghbours, as hooly chirche maketh 
mencion. 

Item, who entryth in J>e same ffraternite, he schal 3eue at 
his entre, to J)e comune box,.— — vj.s. viij.d. 

Item, J?e forsaide bretherhede wil J>t [er be wardeins [>erof ; 
which wardeins schul gadere ]>e qwarterage of bretheren and 
sustren, and trewelich 3yld here acompt Jjerof, euery 3er ones, to 
J>e wardeins J>t haue ben to-fore hem of )>e bretherhede, w* ojjer 
wysest of J) e bretherhede ; \>e which acompt euery 3 er schal be J?e 
morn after here fest. 

Also, ]>e brethren and sustren of ]>e bretherhede, euery 3er, 
shul be closed in suyt, and euery man paye for ]>* he hath. 

Also, J>e brethren and sustren of J>e bretherhede, at on assent, 
in suyt byfore sayd, shul euery 3er come, and hold to-geder, for 


Tlie gild was 
begun in 1375, to 
nourish good 
fellowship. 


All bretheren 
must be of good 
repute. 


Each shall pay 
fo. 8d on entry. 


There shall be 
Wardens ; who 
shall gather in the 
payments, and 
yield an account 
thereof yearly. 


A livery-suit 
shall be worn. 


The bretheren and 
sisteren shall hold 
a yearly feast. 


* CCCIX. 6. Condition, fair ; but a piece destroyed in the middle. 
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to n ri 1)0 nmro hnowoloch and lorn*, it Cost ; which fo*t selml he 
)v • imlav nfwr |k' day of acini Jiune apostle. And cuery payc 
| * rto w.il. 

AU>, colic brojH-r of J>c hrethcrhedc sclml payc, cuery 3 or, altc 
fotirc trmct o)ht ones in }>e jcr, ij.s., atto firmast to-forc )>c day of 
)• neompt of }>c maislres, so )> l J>c wurdeius mowo hero acoinpt 
jehl clorelich. 

Ako, }>c moist res and hretheren to-forc said, cuery jer seliul 
fouro tynics conic to-geder, at som certcin place, to spoke 
touch) ng )’c profit and ruyl of }>c forsaid brethorhede, of pcync 
of a pond wax to J>c bretherhede. 

Also, colic broker oJ>er suster }A ben of J>e fraternite, 3if he bo 
of power, lie schal 30110 somwhat in maintenance of Jj c brether- 
hede, what hym lyketh. 

Also, 3if )>er be in bretherhede cny riotour, ojicr contckour, 
oJ>er such by whom )>e fraternite myglit be ensclaundrcd, he shal 
be put out perof, in-to tyme }A he hauc hym amended of )?c 
defautes to-fore said. 

Al[so, p]c brethren and sustren of )>e bretherhede }A taken of 
|>c clones of Ae]re suyt, j>cy 11c shul noght do it away wit-in }>c 
[jer after pe] takyng. 

[Also, yf any &ro£]hcr oj>cr suster of |>e bretherhede dye, al ]>c 
o}>er [schul comen to \>c plac] cbo and dirige, and in morun atte 
inesse, and offer [to hern whan \ey he 10am] yd, but 3if he may 
hym excuse rcson[abely, oper yf he he] in scniicc of kyng, 
ojtcr out of couutrc, [of peyne of ii&.] of wax to payc to }>c for- 
saide bretherhede. 

Also, ne broker ne s [uster of pe sai]d bretherhede ne schal 
noglit debat with o]>cr. And [yf it] be so jA cny debat chaun- 
sclich falle among eny of hem, }A god defende, jjey beynge 
in debat shul shawe and come pc cause of her debat to }>e war- 
deins of J)C forsaide brojjcrhcde, and pe most wyse J>crof : and pc, 
same maistres and bre)>eren shul do her diligence trewly to 
redresse it, and make bytwene hem a good acord. And 3if eny 
be rcbclle a3eins }A acord and ordinance, he shal be p [ut] out of 
)>e bretherhede, and pc o)>er haue his aecoun by p B lawe, and }>e 
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forsaide bretlierhcde shul be helpyng a3eins }> e rebelle and vn- 
boxhum. 

Also, gif eny of )>e forsaide bro)>erhede falle in such mescbicf 
he hath noght, ne for elde o]>er mischief of feblenesse, help 
hym-self, and haue dwellid in J?e bretherhede vij. 3er, and done 
J>erto alle ])e duytes with-in }>e tyme ; euery wyk aftir, he sehal 
haue, of ]>e comune box, xiiij.e?., terme of his lyf, but he be 
recouered of hys mischief. 

Also, 3if any of ]>e forsaide bretherhede be enpresoned falslich 
by enme, oJ>er by fals conspiracie, and haue noght for to fynd 
hym with, and haue also ben in J>e brotherhede vij. 3er, and done 
J>erto as it is byfore next sayd, he sha[Z] haue xiiij.c?. duryng hys 
enpresonement, euery wyk. 

Also, J)0 Jjt comen here-after to J>e bretherhede, as brethren 
o}>er sustren, he shal swere on }>e papir, to-fore J< e wardeins 
Jjerof, for to kepe wel and trewely alle }>e point3 of Jns papir atte 
here power. 

Also, 3if eny of j>e brethren of the forsaid Bretherhede be 
chosen wardein in J > 6 bretherhede, be he in toun oJ>er out of 
toun, he shal take }) e charge al-sone as he is warned J>erof, and 
do his deuer as a wardein of j> e bretherhede ought to do ; and 3if 
he refuse ]> e same doyng, he shal paie to J > 6 same bretherhede 


AVeekly help to 
all seven-year 
bretlieren, in old 
.age and in sick- 
ness, 


and to those 

wrongfully 

imprisoned. 


New-comers shall 
swear to keep the 
ordinances. 


Every brother 
chosen Warden, 
must serve, or 
pay 40s. 


xl.s. 


u 


rv» t 

l* • . i I 

rt*«f •>, JU Aurd. 


1 it it.) 


Tb*** arc tin? 
ord . ancei of ihe 


O a:h on e* try. 
and a W* o i |g\c, 
chatty, and 

f«aco. 


Wccfclj hr Ip in 
poverty, old a-:e, 
«*^kne»«, or lou 
by fire or naitr, 
dec. 


IT. 


> 


[Gild ok St. Katiikkink, Aldkhsgatk, London.*] 

Ricardus Breehford ct Reginaldns Swetebon, ciues Londonic, 
Custodes flratcrnitatis Sanctc Katerine, fundatc in ccclesia 
Sancti liotulphi in Aldriehesgate, Londonic, veniunt conun con- 
cilio domini Regis, in canccllaria sua apud Westmonasteriuni, 
videlicet triecsimo die mensis Januarii, anno regni Regis Ri- 
cartli secundi duodecimo, ct seeuin ibidem deferunt et apportnnt, 
in quodam rotulo seripto, totam formam auctoritatc 1 , funda- 
cionis, inccpeionis, continuacionis, ct regiminis, fraternitatis pre- 
diete, vt in rotujo liuic cedule annexo plenius continetur; facturi 
et rccepturi inde quod per concilium domini Regis ordinari con- 
tigerit, juxta formam cujusdam proclamacionis inde facte in 
ciuitate predieta. 

These ben }) e poynt3 and }>e articles ordeyned of the brcthcrcn 
of seint Katerine in the cite of Londone, the whiche is founden 
in the chirchc of seint Botulf with-outc Aldrichesgate. 

The furste poynt is this, J?at whan a brother or a suster sclial 
be resceyued, J>at )>ey sehul be swore vpon a book to J)e brother- 
hede, for to holdc vp and meyntene J>e poynt3 and the articles 
J>at be write after folwynge, cche man to his power, sauynge his 
cstat ; and J?at cuericli brother and suster, in tokenynge of loue, 
charite, and pes, atte resceyuynge schule kusse eueri other of j>o 
}?at be }:>cre. 

Also, jif it so befalle \>at any of j>e bretherhede falle in pouerte, 
or be anientised thorw3 elde, J?at he may nat helpe hym-self, or 
thorw3 any other chaunce, thorw fyr or water, theues or syk- 
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nesse, or any other liappes, so it be nat on hym-selue along, 
thorwj his owne wrecchednesse, ]>at he sehal haue, in ]>e wyke, 
xiiij.c?. 

Also, ]>at what man is take in to be brother, sehal paie to j?e 
almesse, at his entre, as ]>e maystres and he mowe acorde ; and 
eueri quarter, for to meyntene J)e lijt and Jic almesse of J>e bro]>er- 
hede, iij.e?. And 3 if he haue a wyf, and 3lie Avil he a suster, J>an 
sehal he paie six pans for hem bothe in ]>e quarter, ]>at is, ij . A - , in 
the 3 eer : and 3 if a sengle Avomman come in to J>e broJ>erhede, paie 
as a broker doj>. 

Also, that alle the brej>eren and sustren of J>e foreseid ffrater- 
nite, schul assemble to-gydere in the chirche of seint Botulf 
aboue seid, in J>e day of seint Katerine, and J>ere a masse here, 
and offre in J>e Avorsehepe of here : and also at after-non J>e same 
day, or ]>e nexte sonday fohving, schul be to-gydere to chese here 
maistres for }>e nexte 3eer fohvynge. 

Also, what tyme j>at a brother is ded or a suster, that they 
come to J>e dirige and offre av* hem on the morwe, vpon }>e oth 
aboueseid, but he haue a rcsonable cause to be excused. 

Also, 3if any brother deye, }>at ha|> nou3t of his OAvne to be 
beried withe, 3if it may so be ataken, ]>anne sehal he be beried 
AA't ])e moneye of )>e comune box. 

Also, 3if it so befalle })at any of J>e bre)>eren falle syk x. myle 
eche weyes aboute Londone, and deye }>er, ]>at 3if J>e Avardeyns of 
Jjat 3 eer be of sent after, J>at ]?ey schul Avende and fecche horn J>e 
body to Londone ; and ]?at alle J>e bre]?eren schulle be redy at 
here AA r arnynge, and go a3ens J>e body, Avt-oute }>e cite toAvnes 
ende, for to bringe J?e body in to ]>e place ]>ider withe Avoi’schepe, 
als he sehal be brou3t vpon her charge aboue seid, but he haue 
a verrey enchesoun to be excused. 

Also, ]?at alle J>e costages that be mad aboute hym be mad 
good of ]>e box, 3if he Avere nat of power to paie J>erfore hym- 
self ; and 3 if he Avere of poAver, lete his exeeuto r s paie J>ei’fore 
hem-self : but 1ioav-so it befalle, J>e costages of J>e Avardeyns 
be maad god of }>e box. 

Also, 3if cas fallethe ]>at any of j>e brotherhede haue nede for 


Payments by 
bretheren and 
sisteren. 


Members of tlie 
gild shall go to 
church, and 
afterwards choose 
officers. 


Curia’s shall be 
attended. 


The gild shall 
bear charge of 
burials. 


Any brother 
dying within ten 
miles round 
London, shall 
have worshipful 
buriaL 


All costs thereof 
shall be made 
good by the gild. 


Loans to gild* 
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Knrther wn.c«t 
ju'tcr death. 


New comer* by 
Maent only. 


Four men *h*II 
the pW§ of 
the old. and 
rc 'cr an account 
yearly. 


Aa» nt o 4 all the 
gild to ww 
cifdumnce*. 


Ocodi of the gild. 


Oil!) O* <T. K ATI 1 1 KIN T, A U)l* KM; ATK, IX)Nl)O.V. 

to l*irwe a certain of |n*t |h\v go to J*t kc peres of J>e box, 

nml i »ko I' ht ho 1 i a )> node, so |*U J»o snmmc bo nnt so inochc }> l 
on mav \>c r*cd a* wcl ns nn oJmt, nnd Jxit |>ey leye n suilisaunt 
wed, or dies fyntlo suflismint borwos of |>o bro|>erhode. 

Also, }»nt J»or sluil be founde v. tapres roundc, the wiglitc of 
xxJi. of wex, for to ben ilijt on licye festc tlnycs, ullc v. ntte idle 
J>e hou res of )>c day, in worschcpe of god, nnd of his nioder 
maiden marie, nnd seint Katerinc j>e gloriouse virginc nnd 
martyr, nnd of allc hnlwcn. And on sondayes and on otlierc 
symple festes, two scliul be lijt of )>e fyuc tapres nttc 1101*30 
masse. And jif it so bifalle jmt a symplc brother dye, jmt may 
noi^t fynde liym-sclue no lijt, jmnne J>o v. tapres scliul be mad 
newo, and set nboute j)C body, and }>c tordies also ; and whan 
any brother is ded, that he liauc }?o torches redy to brynge hym 
withe to cherche 3if nede be. 

Also, whan a brother or a sustcr is deed, the wardeyns scliul 
warnc )>e frerc mcno r s that they come to j>c place J)cr lie sehal be 
beried, and seye J>er a dirige, and on jm inorwc to seic a trent 
of masses atte same ffrcrcs; and ]>e wardeyns scliul paie hem for 
here trauaile. 

And J)at no brother sehal be resceyued but ypon j>e clay of 
oure assemble, at al J?e companyes assent. 

Also, }>er scliul be foure suffisaunt men for to kepe j>e eatel 
wel and suffisauntly ; that on to kepe ]>c box, an-otlier J>e keyc, 
and Jmt oj>cr two scliul rcsccyuc }>e sclucr for J>e quarterage ; and 
Jie foure scliulle trewely 31UC vp here aeomptc vpon seint Katerinc 
day, byfore al J)e brej^cren, or dies before sixe of J>e wisest men 
J>at ben to catel and to J?e companye forseid. 

Also, Jmt ]>cy sehal non of J>e wardeyns make none newe 
statutes ne newe ordinances w t -oute assent of alle J>e bretherliede, 
and jmt it be don on }>e day of here assemble.* 

And to J)is brej>erhede J?ey haue a vestement, a chalys, and a 
massebok, pris of x. marks. 

* This paragraph is distinguished, in the original, by a strongly marked 
cross at the side, clearly for the purpose of marking its importance. 
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III. 


[Gild op Sts. Fabian and Sebastian, Aldersg'ate, 
London.*] 


T hese ben J>e poyntes and Jjc articles ordeigned of the brother- 
heed of seint ffabian and Sebastian in the Cite of Londone, 
\>e whiche is founden in J>e chirche of seint Botulf with-oute 
Aldrichesgate. 


Magistri ffraternitatis 


Johannes Dancastre, lymeno r . 
Bicardus Spaigne, pelliparius. 


The furst poynt is this; that whan a brother or a suster schal 
be receyued, ]>ey schul be swore vpon a book to J>e brotherhede, 
for to holde vp and meyntene the poyntes and the articles J?at 
be write after folwynge, eche to his power, sauynge his estat ; 
[and] J>at euerich brother and suster, in tokenyng of loue and 
charite and pees, atte resceyuynge schul kisse oJ>er of J>o ]>at 
ben J>er. 

Also, 3if it so bifalle that any of the brotherhede falle in 
pouerte, or be anyentised thurwj elde, that he may nat helpe 
hym-self, or thurw3 any other chaunce, thurw3 fyr or watir, 
theues or syknesse, or any other hap, so it be nat on liym-selue 
alonge, ne thurw3 his owne wrecchednesse, he schal haue, in [>e 
wyke, xiiij.d And 3if it so befalle J>at he be 3ong ynow3 to 
werche, and he falle in meschef, and ]>at it may be take ]>at he 
ne hath nou 3 t of his owene to helpe hym-self withe, that the 
bretheren helpe hym, eche man w* a porcioun, what his willc be, 
in wey of charite, sauynge his estaat. 


Ordinances of the 
gild. 


Names of the 
Masters. 


Oath on entry, 
and a kiss of love, 
charity, and 
peace. 


Weekly help in 
poverty, old age, 
sickness, or loss 
by fire or water, 
&c. 


The young to be 
helped to get 
work. 
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A* 


I - r- '• M • 
mUt 4><L 


The pM *hAJl 
l*»r cU'Tt of 
iuruu 


TbOHi d) u>^r 
* i-* t*»n mile* 
r-~.*4 1 • -n, 

•*— U Vl hcd 
to for 

U*t.aL 


AUn |.»t cum limn •dial pai(\ uttc iTurbto coinyiige in to t lie* 
l,rvth« rhedf, half n m irk, and iij.</. cucri quarter, to inepiteno }>c 
li;t uf \k- hrutln rliode and )u* nlmesne ; and jif )>c man wil liuue 
his wvf ft Mister, {tin sclial J> 1 puicinciit stonde for lu*m hot In 1 , 
ami jhr to pair in J>e quarter othcre iij.</., that is, two sell i Hinges in 
)v jnr for botho. And jif a sengle woninian come in to 

the l»ri tin rlu-de, jhe sclial paio no lasse )mn a brother doth. 

Also, }mt cilery brother and suster selml be boxom, and come, 
^ liaii |>ov ho warned, to a certeyn place winder J>at )>e # v be 
aligned, fourc dayes in the jeer, vpon the oth |d J)ey hauc maad, 
and on J'c peyne of xl.t/. to jiaie to j>e box; and j>is sclial be peync 
for alle manere defautes Jmt J)e bre}>cren falle inne. And J)ese ben 
}>c foure dayes of oure assembles : — The day of scint flabian and 
Sebastian prinepaliehe, berynge a masse of Jjc foreseid seintj, and 
oflre in worschepe of hem, on J>e peyne forseid. The seconde 
day, )>e Sunday next after Pask. And J>e sonday next after mis- 
somcr day. And J>e sonday next after miclielcs day. Ypon }>c 
peyne afure-seid, but lie hauc a verrey enchesouu w;herfore j? 1 pey 
niowe be excused. 

Also, what tyme Jmt a brother is ded, or a suster, that they 
come and oflre with hem, whan J>ey be warned to come, vpon )>e 
foreseid peyne, but jif lie liaue a verrey encliesoun to be excused. 

Also, jif any brother dye ]>at hath noujt of his owenc to be 
beried with, jif it mowc be so ataken, |>anne }>at he be beried of 
J>e comune box. 

Also, jif it befalle j?at any of \>c bretherhed falle syk x. mile 
eclie weyes aboute Londone, and deyeth there, that jif j>c war- 
deyns of J>at jeer ben sent after, J>at they scliul wendc and fecche 
J>at body to Londone, and that alle Jjc bretheren be redy at here 
warnynge, and go ajens J>e body w^oute \>c eitees ende, for to 
bringe )>c body in-to Jjc place w l worschepe Jdder, as he sclial 
be broujt vpon Jjc fore-seid peyne. And })at ]>e costages aboute 
hym be mad good of Jjc box, jif he were noujt of power to paie 
j?erfore hym-selue ; and jif he were of power, lat his executo r s 
paie J?crfore hem-self : but how-so it falle, p>at J>c costages of J>e 
wardeyns be mad good of ]>e box. 
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Also, jif caas fallethe pat any of pe breperen haue necle to borwe 
a certein of seluer, that pey go to keperes of pe box, and take 
what he hath nede of, so pat pe somme be nat so moche ]>at on 
may be esed as wel as an other, and pat pey leye a suffisaunt wed, 
or elles fynde suffisant borwes. of pe broperhede ; and J>at non 
oper borwe non perof but of pe same brotherhede. 

Also, J?at ])er scliul be founde vij. tapres rounde, the wighte of 
xxj.A wex, for to be lijt on he^e ffeste dayes, all seuene at alle 
houres of J>e day, in worscliepe of god and his moder marie, and 
seint fFabian and Sebastian, and of alle halwes; and on sondayes 
and on othere symple ffestes, two to be lijt of pe taperes at J>o 
heije masse. And 3if it so befalle pat a symple broker dye, p l 
may nat fynde hymself no l^t, panne po vij. tapres scliul be mad 
newe and set aboute pe body, and pe torches also ; and whan 
any broker deiej>, pat pey haue po torches redy to bringe hem to 
chirche 3if nede be. 

Also, 3if any of pe breperen be alosed of pefte, or a comune 
conteco 1- , or of any oper wykked fame, wherfore J?at j?e companye 
is apaired by, Jsat with-oute any delay pat |>ey be put out of pe 
breperhede. 

Also, J?at no broker sclial be resceyued but on pe dayes of oure 
assembles. 

Also p fc foure gode and trewe men schul kepe ]>e catel longynge 
to p»e companye, and trewely 3iue vp here acounte pe day of 
seint ffabian and sebastian byfore alle p>e breperen, or elles sixe 
of pe wiseste of pe same bretheren ; and eelie 3eer pe foure schal 
be chaunged, but it so befalle pat pey be pe more profitable to pe 
companye. 

Also, pat per schal non Wardeins make non newe statu t3 ne 
newe ordinance w l -oute assent of alle pe bretlierhede, and pat 
it be don on on of pe foure dayes aforeseid. 

De bonis et catallis eidem ffraternitati pertinentibus. 

In primis, duo vestimenta et unum calicem et missale. . . . 


Item, vnum xiiij.s. 

Item, in auro et argento in pixide xiij.s. iiij.cA 


Loans to gild- 
bretlieren out of 
the gild-stoek, on 
pledge or surety. 


Wax lights to he 
found, and used 
at times named. 


Ill-behaved 
bretheren shall be 
put out of the 
gild. 


Entry of new 
brecheren. 


Four men shall 
keep the goods of 
the gild, and 
render an account 
yearly. 


Assent of all the 
gild to new 
ordinances. 


Goods of the gild. 
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]2 

Or -bin OlirUti fitlrlilniH ml quos prosens scriptum penic- 
• \ iurit, Jolmnnrt do Tlmrntono, ciuis Londonie, ct Johanna vxor 

tjus, vxor quondam Johnnnis do Tlmmo, ciuis ct llnttcr Lon- 
donie, ac executrix tostnmenti predict i Johnnnis do Tlmmo, 
icdutrm in domino. Cum pmlictus Johannes do Tlmmo, in 
tostamento suo, probato, proclamato, ct irrotulato, in hustengo 
Londonie do plucitis terre tento die Lunc proxima post flestum 
sancti Barnnbe apostoli, anno regni Regis Edwardi tercii post 
conquostum xicesimo tcreio, legauerit totum illud tenementum 
suum cum pertinentiis, quod perquisiuit dc domino Willolmo 
Lothewyk, Milite, in parochia sancti Botulplii extra Aldrcsgate, 
Londonie, Margarctc filie sue, ct liercdibus de corpore ipsius 
Margarete legittime procreatis, volens vlterius et legans in codcin 
testamento suo quod, si predicta Margarcta obierit sine licrcdc 
de corpore suo legittime procreato, quod tunc predictum tcnc- 
mentum cum pertinentiis venderctur per cxccutorcs suos. Quc 
quidem Margarcta, sine herede de corpore suo legittime procreato, 
jam mortua est. Noucritis nos prefatos Jolianncm de Thorntonc 
ct Jobannam x'xorem ejus, virtutc et auctoritate testamenti pre- 
dicti, vendidisse, conccssisse, et hoc presenti scripto nostro con- 
fmnasse, Stephano Vant, Bookbyndcr, ciui Londonie, Johanni 
de Bokkynge, Wcbbe, ciui Londonie, Philippo atte Vyne, Cap- 
pere, ciui Londonie, et Ricardo Lineolne, ITattere, ciui Londonie, 
totum prcdictum tenementum cum omnibus suis pertinentiis, 
habendum et tenendum eisdem Stephano, Johanni dc Bokkynge, 
Philippo, ct Ricardo, liercdibus ct assignatis eorum, de eapita- 
libus dominis feodi illius, per seruicia indc debita et dc jure con- 
sueta, imperpetuum. In cujus rci testimonium, huic presenti 
scripto nostro sigilla nostra apposuimus: — JohanncPhilippot,tunc 
Majore ciuitatis Londonie ; Johanne dc Heylesdoun ct Willclmo 
Baret, tunc Vicecomitibus ejusdem civitatis ; et Rogcro Elys, 
tunc Aldermanno illius xvarde. Datum Londonie, primo die 
Octobris, anno regni regis Ricardi sccundi post conqucstum 
tertio. 

\.i mj. 4-d. Tenementum predictum valet per annum vij. marcas. Ynde 

leM quit 1 

remo(n.«.»->car; rescniatur, de quicto redditu, annuatim, xiij.s. 
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Et tcnementum predictum est iu mauibus feoffatorum pre- 
dictorum, quousque imposterum, per licenciam domini Regis, 
ad opus predicte Gilde siue fraternitatis, poterit amortizari ; ct 
iidem fcoffati, ex deuotione sua, quando eis placuerit, soluunt 
redditum tenementi predicti in auxilium manutenendi lumen, 
et eciam pro emcndacione vestimentorum predictorum, et in 
aliis operibus divinis et elemosinis, prout in hac parte melius 
viderint expidire.* 

* Each of the three paragraphs of this indorsement is written in a 
different hand and ink from the others. No doubt the reason of this 
was, that a different officer of the gild made each separate entry, taking 
it from such documents as were in his separate possession on behalf of 
the gild. 


the profits of 
which are applied 
in aid of the gild. 


1 1 


TV. 


[Oili> of St. Maiiy.] Nokwichb.* 


r- • 

t— - * i 


) 


A <*' * v »*id 

|M be 

f *t. »atl ukk! 
At t A^d in 
P&’ wr Djxnjed. 


Ma^Ur* of the 
jriW, And rools 
in hand 


I n Dei nomine, nmcn. And in hono r of oil re Icnedi seintc 
mnryo, cri.stes modcr of heuene, and alle lmlwyn, |>e or- 
denaunces off certeyn persones weryn be-gunnen in \>o, Cite of 
Norwyche, in ycr of grace a thousande tlire hundred and syxti, 3c 
jer of regno of kyng Edward, )>c tliridde after }>e conquest, 
xxxiij., and perpetucli sclm 1 ben liolden, in J?e hono r of oure 
lady soy nt maryc, cristes modcr, at }>e lieye auter in J>e flrere 
Prcchours of Norlwyche. 

Thus it is ordeyned : })at alle J>c bretheryn and sistyn of \>c 
gylde, als longc as xij. persones of hem lyuen, )>ei schullcn 
ofleryn a candel and to torches of wax ; and ]>is light }>cy hail 
hoten and a-vowed to kepen and mcyiitcncii, and J)csc oJ?erc 
ordenances J?at ben vndcr wreten, vp-on here power and dili- 
gence, in wyrschipc of erist and his modcr; and j>e to torcliis 
schullcn ben of xl. lib. weyghte ; and alle J)c brethren and 
sisterin schullcn offeryn ]>is candel and J?e to torcliis, eueri 3cr, 
j^e Sunday aftir }>e natiuite of oure lady, and hcrin here messc 
at J)C lieye auter atte selue frcrc prechours ; and eueri brother 
and sister oficrin an ob. wytli here candel and here to torches, 
in hcmo r of }>e holigost. 

And J>e to torchis, eueri day in ]>e 3er, schullcn ben light and 
brennynge at )>e lieye messe at selue auter, from \>o leuacioun of 
erist is body sacrid in til jnit |)C preest liaue vsed. 

t Thys ben ]>e names of J>e men J?at ben maystres and kepers 
of })C gyld : 

Johannes Brock e, Webster ^ And )ns men ban 
Hcnricus Wyld > in kepynge for }>e 

Johannes Tlotere J same light, xl.d . 


• CCCX. 17. Condition, fair. 

+ What follows is in another hand and ink. 
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y. 

[Gild of St. Botulph,] Norwic’.* 

E xcellentissimo principi et domino, domino nostro Ricardo, 
dei gratia Regi Anglie et ffrancie, ac consilio suo in 
Cancellaria sua, sui liumiles ligei, Custodes fraternitatis sancti 
Botulphi Abbatis in ecclesia sancti Botulplii, Norwici, om- 
nimodam subjeccionem ac reuerenciam et honorem. Virtute 
cujusdam proclamacionis, per vicecomitem Comitatus Norffolcliie, 
apud Norwicum, de mandato regio nuper facte, vestre celsitudini 
nos prefati ligei vestri, juxta formam proclamacionis predicte, 
certificamus, quod nostra fraternitas predicta anno Domini 
millesimo ccc mo octogesimo quarto fuerat incepta, ob lionorem 
sancti Botulphi Ahbatis, et luminis augmentum in ecclesia 
predicta singulis diebus ad missam ibidem dicendam continue 
sustinendi, sub certis ordinacionibus factis, quarum quidem 
tenor sequitur in hec verba : — 

In nomine sancte Trinitatis, patris et filii et spiritus sancti, 
ac sancti Botulphi Ahbatis, et omnium sanctorum, Amen. 

In ye begynnyng it is ordeynede, yat yis fraternite shal be 
holden, at ye Chirche of seint Botulphe forsayde, on ye sonday 
next folowande ye Epiphany of oure lorde, ande yer ofi'eren 
here Candel deuouteliche ; and euery brother and euery sister 
shal offeren a ferthynge at ye messe w l ye candel ; ande ye 
bretheren and sisteren yat bene absent, sliul payen a pounde 
of wax to ye light. 

Ande also it is ordeynede, yat alle ye bretheren and sisteren 
of yis fratcrnitee shul comen, on ye monday next folowande, to 


The Wardens of 
the gild make a 
return. 


The gild was 
begun A,D» 1384. 


The ordinances. 


The gild shall be 
held on the Sun- 
day next after 
the Epiphany. 


Next day, they 
shall have a mass 
of requiem. 


* CCCX. 1 8 . Condition, fair. 
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oil 1> OK ‘T. llOTt l.nt, NORWICH. 
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ll-*f 


(■.**> of t.m 


\ i Chirvhe foranydo, nnd yer Imuo ft mcssc of requiem for ftlle 
»ru.tt ii •uule*. \p jo p< yn form 1 ) do. 

Amlc nl-so it i> ordoj mile, y.U when ft brother or sister deyetlic, 
i. lit jr I ntlurcii and yc sisteren of yis fraternitcc shale coinen 
to jo Dingo mid to mcssc ; uadc eaery brother and cucry sister 
bind ofi're n fcrtliyng, and ycaen a fcrtliyng for loac of godd, 
n pony to ft messe for ye soulc of ye dede ; and lie shal hauc, 
of ye bretheren coste's, two torches and two caadcls brcnnnnd. 

And also it is ordeynede, yat what brother or sister of yis 
fraternitce falle in pouert, eaery brother and sister shal ycuenyc 
poaer brother or syster a fcrtliyng in ye woke. 

Et qao-acl bona ct catalla frnternitatis predicte, cidcm ccl- 
situdini vestre similiter signifieamus, quod nos, prefnti Custodcs, 
habemus in custodia, ad opus dicti luminis sustentandi, xxvj.s. 
viij.t/. argeutl In cujus rci testiiuouium prescutibus sigilla 
nostra apposuimus. 
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VI. 

[Gild of St. George,] Norwic’.* 

TTI xcellentissimo principi et domino, domino nostro Ricardo, Tiie Wardens of 
dei gratia Regi Anglie et ffrancie, ac consilio suo in return. 
Cancellaria sua, sui bundles ligei, Custodes fraternitatis sancti 
Georgii Martyris, in ecclesia Cathedrali sancte Trinitatis Nor- 
wici, omnimodam subjeccionem ac rcuerenciam et lionorem. 

Virtute cujusdam proclamacionis, per yicecomitem Comitatus 
Norffolchie, apud Nonvicum, de mandato regio nuper facte, 
vestre celsitudini nos prefati ligei vestri, juxta formam proclama- 
cionis predicte, certificamus, quod nostra fraternitas predicta anno 
domini millesimo ccc mo octogesimo quinto fuerat incepta, ob The gild was 
honorem gloriosi martyris sancti Georgii, et luminis augmentum besuu A ’ D ' 1385 ‘ 
in ecclesia Cathedrali predicta singulis diebus ad magnam 
missam ibidem celebrandam continue sustinendi, sub certis 
ordinacionibus factis, quarum quidem ordinacionum tenor se- The ordinances, 
quitur in hec verba : — 

In nomine sancte Trinitatis, patris et filii et spiritus sancti, ac 
gloriosi martyris sancti Georgii, et omnium sanctorum, amen. 

In ye begynnyng it is ordeynede, yat euery brother and The day of 
sister of this fraternitee sliullen lialwen euermore ye day of be ahvayslvept' 1 
seint George, and hcren ye seruice of bothe ye euensonges 
and messe, and preyen for ye sisters and ye bretheren of yis 
fraternitee, and for alle trewe men yat trauaillen in ye kynges 
viage. 

Ande also it is ordeyned, by comoun assent, yat ye forseyde and offerings 

be made on that 

bretheren and sisteren sliullen offeren a candel brennande m ye day. 


* CCCX. 35. Condition, good. 


2 


IS 


(.It |» Of St (II.OIH.I , NOltW 1C II. 


1 4 -t, ft 


l» rM 

• «*J *» ftll-.-eJ, 
ft - *»rL. p 


W. Vj kelp to 
pcK>f breC erexi. 


Goods of the gild. 


f 4 m1o Chin hr, on je d.iv of so jut George in ye worshepe 

of • M (»o»rge, bj-for jo Trinitoo. Amlc jc muiio day yei 

tdud Uuo at jo Clmiiuilclon* by pryuie of yo day; and yat 

l, ue nl'M nt slml pajen a pouude of wax to ye light ; undo 

cmrv brother and cilery bi.ster bliall ofleren an halfpony at 

u' inr^e \n 1 ye ca lldi'l. 

/ * 

Ando u1m>. vat euery brother and sister, on ye next day oftcr 
stint george dav, sliul comcn to ye forsaydo Chirobc by prvmc, 
and j'er do syngo a messe of Kequicm for alle Criston soules, 
\ p ye peril forscyde. 

Amle also it is ordeynede, yat when a brother or a systcr dey- 
ethe, alle vo brotheron and sisteren of yis fraternitee sbule comcn 
to ye Dirige and to ye messe, ande euery brother and euery sister 
shul ofloren a ferthyng, and vouch a ferthyng for ye sonic of 
yc dede, ande a pony to a messe ; amlc of yat silucr he slml liaue 
two candels poysand vj. poundc of wax. 

And also it is ordeynede, yat what brother or sister of yis 
fraternite fallc in pouert, euery brother and sister shal payen, in yc 
woke, toyckepers of yis fraternite, a ferthyng; of whiche sillier 
ye poucr brother or sister shal liaue, in yc woke, viij.c/. ; ande 
ye siluer yat leuetli, shal gone to yc makyngc of ye linage of 
seint George. 

Et quo-ad bona et catalla fraternitatis predicte, eidem cel- 
situdini vestre significamus, quod nos prefati Custodes babemus 
in custodia, ad opus dicti luminis et dicte ymaginis sancti 
Gcorgii facicndi, xl.s. argenti. In cujus rei testimonium, pre- 
sentibus sigilla nostra apposuimus. 
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VII. 


Fraternitas sancte Katerine, Norwic’.* 

J^Torwic’. Excellentissimo principi et domino, domino 
nostro Kicardo, dei gratia Eegi Anglie et ffrancie, ac 
consilio suo in Cancellaria sua, sui bundles ligei, Custodes cu- 
jusdam fraternitatis sancte Katerine virginis et martyris, in ec- 
clesia sanctorum Simonis et Jude in Norwico, omnimodam subjec- 
cionem ac reuerenciam et honorem. Yirtute cujusdam proclama- 
cionis, per vicecomitem Comitatus Norffolcliie, apud Norwicum, 
de mandato regio nuper facte, vestre excellencie, juxta formam 
proclamacionis predicte, certificamus, quod nostra fraternitas 
predicta anno domini millesimo ccc mo septimo, per quosdam 
parocbianos dicte ecclesie, et alios deo deuotos, fuerat incepta, 
ob honorem sancte Trinitatis, beatissimeque virginis marie, ac 
sancte Katerine virginis et martyris, et omnium sanctorum, 
luminisque incrementum in ecclesia predicta continuandum, sub 
certis ordinacionibus communi consensu fratrum et sororum 
fraternitatis predicte editis et factis ; quarum quidem ordina- 
cionum tenor sequitur in hec verba : — 

In ye begynninge w* one assent it is ordeynede, yat alle 
ye bretheren and sisteren of yis gilde sliul comen to-geder to ye 
paroche cliirche of seynt Symond and Jude in North wiche, 
on ye day of seynt Katerine, for to gone with processioun w* 
her candel, ye whiche be born be-forn hem, ande to heren ye 
messe of seynt Katerine in ye forsayde ehirche ; ande at yat 
messe euery brother and sister shal offeren an halfpeny. 

Ande also it is ordeynede, yat what brother or sister be 
absent at ye processioun forsayde, or at messe, or at offeryng, 


The Wardens of 
the gild make a 
return. 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 1307. 


The ordinance?. 


All the gild shall 
go in procession 
on the day of 
St. Katherine, 
and make offer- 
ings. 


Penalty on any 
then absent. 


**CCCX. 40. Condition, generally fair; but bad along one side. 
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brcvhcr <!vinc 
w .1 * . * *i-l !•> k* 
Nor» r|» •IiaII 
I* in 

U»wt> W * ^r-al ; 
or ftt k .4 t e 
uHxal »»r» v •• »' nil 
l< a.m? U r Lis 
soul. 

1 #W\i 


On (he mrrrow of 
1 • n) l-rtav. a 
maM j * rt-^oi-ni 
ftiull be King. 


ho payrn to jo ratal of yo gilde ij. poundc of wax, hot 

\ t i mourn Ik no excused r» Miimblcly. 

Amir nUo it i* ordeynede, vat when a brother or sister is 
drtlc. <rucr\ brother ami sister shul come to Dirige and to messe; 
limit it \ o nir^sc, euerieho slnd olTeren nn hul-pcny, umlcyeuen an 
h.il j k n v to hIiiu-sm* ; anile for a messe to be songen for yo soule 
of u' dt tie. a peny. Anile at yo Dirige, cilery brother and sister 
\at is h ttereile shul scyn, for yc soule of yc dede, placebo and 
dirige, in ye place wher he shul comen to-geder ; anile euery 
brother and sister yat bene nought letterede, shul scyn for ye soule 
of ye dede, xx. sythes, yc pater nostcr, w l Atic maria ; ande of 
yc catel of yc gilde slial yer bene two candela of wax, of 
xvj. poumle weight, aboute yc body of ye dede. 

Ande also it is ordeynede, yat if cny brother or sister deye 
onto of yc Citec of Northwiche whnne viij. mile, yat sex of 
yc bretheren yat hau ye catel of yc gilde in kepyug, shul wenden 
to yat brother or sister yat is dede ; and if it be lefulle, he 
shul done earicn yc 1 Xorwiche, ande elles be beryedc yer; ande 
if yc body be beriede outc of Norwich, alle yc bretheren and 
sisteren shul bene warnede to coinen to ye forsayde chirehc 
of seynt Symond and Jude, ande yer slial be done for ye soule 
of ye dede alle seruicc, light, and ofFcryng, as ye body were yer 
present. Ande what brother or syster be absent at placebo and 
Dirige, or at messe, he shal payen two poundc of wax to yc 
catel of ye gilde, hot he be rcsonablely excusede. Ande neuor- 
yeles he shal done for yc dede as it is scydc a-forn. 

Ande also it is ordeynede, yat, on yc morowc efter yc gilde 
day, alle yc bretheren and sisteren shul come to ye forsayde 
chirche, and yer done syngen a messe of Requiem for ye bretheren 
and sisteren soules of yis gilde, and for alle cristen soulcs, and 
euerieh yer offerc a ferthyng. And who-so be absent, he slial 
payen a poundc of wax. 

Ande also it is ordeynede, yat if eny brother or sister fallc in 
pouert, thurghc auenturc of ye werld, his state shal bene holpen, 
of euery brother and sister of ye gilde, w l a ferthyng in ye 
woke. 


to \*rr 
brtr.htffcTi. 


NORWICH. 
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Ande also it is ordeynede, by comoun assent, yat if eny discorde 
be bytwen bretlieren and sisteren, first yat discorde shal be 
sliewede to other bretlieren and sisteren of ye gilde, and by hem 
acorde shal be made, if it may be skilfully. Ande if he mowen 
nought bene so acorded, it shal be lefulle to hem to gone to ye 
comoun lawe, wffiuten eny meyntenaunce. Ande wlio-so do 
ayein yis ordcnaunce, he shal payen two pounde of wax to ye 
light. 

Also it is ordeynede, by comoun assent, yat what brother of 
yis gilde be chosen in to office, and refuse it, he shal payen 
iij. pounde of wax to ye light of seynt Katerine. 

Also it is ordeynede, by comoun assent, yat ye bretlieren and 
sisteren of yis gilde, in ye worshepe of seynt Katerine, shul 
ban a lyueree of hodes in suyte, and eten to-geder on her gilde 
day, at her comoun costes ; ande who-so faile, he shal payen 
ij. pounde of wax to ye light. 

Also it is ordeynede, by comoun assent, yat no brother ne 
sister shal be resceyued into yis gilde bot by ye Alderman and 
xii. bretlieren of ye gilde. 

Et quo-ad bona et catalla dicte fraternitatis, eidem excellence 
vestre similiter significamus, quod nos, prefati Custodes, habemus 
in custodia, ad opus dicte fraternitatis, xx.s. argenti. 


In case of quarrel, 
the matter shall 
be laid before the 
gild. 


Fine on refusal to 
take office. 


A livery hood shall 
be worn ; and all 
shall dine together 
on the gild-day. 


Admission of 
new-comers. 


Goods of the gild. 
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71** r* M was 
U« un a.d. 13'i. 


Tfee i nlftMrn 


l*nvtr Nr 
ch'irrh. p**ic*, 
card** .!•, 
patr^rch. Mv 
land, archb *hr*p«, 
I '" ?*. jair»oi-«, 
k-- x. queen, 
d*ik«**, aurl*. 
b»r***. I«ael *’or*, 
k* *1 t«, wpitre*, 
n» /•* •% bur*c-*nes, 
frankltns, tiberi, 


VI II. 


Noinur’: Fhatkhnitas sancti Ciiiustokoui.* 


Ccrtificacio in Canccllaria, per Mmjhtmn Radulfum Nrktone. 

TlxcellentiVsimo principi ct domino, domino nostro Ricardo, 
^ dci gratia Rcgi Anglic ct flrancie, ac consilio suo in Can- 
collaria sua, sui liumilcs ligei, Custodcs enjusdam fraternitatis 
sancti Christofori martyris, in ccclcsia fratrum ordinis sancti 
Angustini in Norwico, omnimodam subjcccionem ac rcuereneiani 
ct honorcim Yirtutc cujusdam proclamacionis, per Yicccomitcm 
Comitatus Norflolchie, apud Norwieum, de mandato regio nuper 
facte, cidcm cxccllcncie vestre, juxta formam proclainationis pre- 
dictc, ccrtificamus, quod nostra fraternitas predicta anno domini 
inillcsimo ccc mo octogesimo quarto fucrat ex dcuotionc fundata, 
ob honorem sancte Trinitatis, patris ct fdii ct spiritus sancti, ct 
sancti Christofori martyris, sub ccrtis ordiuacionibus consensu 
communi fratrum etsororum predicte fraternitatis factis ; quarum 
quidem ordinacionum sequitur series in lice verba: — 

In ye worshepe of ihcsu crist, andc of his dcre modcr, and of 
scynt Cristoferc ye holy martir, and allc holy halwen, dcuoute- 
lichewc begynnen yis fraternite by yes ordynaunces vnderwriten. 

In ye begynnyng, we shul preyen dcuoutcly for ye state of 
holy chirchc, and for ye pees of ye londe ; for ye pope of Rome 
and his Cardinals; for ye patriak of Jcrhusalem ; for ye holy 
londe and ye holy crosse, yat godd for his myght and his mercy 
bryng it outc of hethen power into reule of holy chirche, andc 
yat godd of his mercy make pes and vnytee in holy Chirchc ; 


CCCX. GG. Condition, three parts fair; remainder bad. 
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ancle for allc Erchcbisshopcs and bisshopcs, and specialy for oure 
bisskopc of Norwichc ; for alle parsoncs and prestes, and alle ordres 
of holy chirche, yat godd of his mercy saue liem and kepe hem, 
body and soule, and yeue heme grace here, ordre to kepe, and so 
to rcule holy chirche and mannes soule yat it be to goddes wor- 
shepe and saluacioun of here soulcs and to alle oristen men ; for 
oure lordeye kyng, for oure lady ye qwen, Duckes, Erles, Barouns, 
and Bachelors of ye londe, yat godd of his grace sauue hem and 
kepe hem fro dedely synne, and yeue hem grace, ye Itoialme and 
holy chirche and here owen soulcs so to reulen and kepen yt it 
be worshepe to godd, and to alle cristen men saluacioun ; for alle 
knyghtes, squycrs, citejenis and Burgeys, fraunkeleyns, and alle 
trewe tyliers and men of craft, wydoues, maydenes, wyfes, and 
for alle ye communalte and cristen peple, yt godd of his mercy 
saue hem and kepe hem y 1 in yis werld leuen w* treuthe, and 
yeue hem grace so to done yat it be worshepe to godd and sal- 
uacioun to here soules ; for alle trewe shipmen, and trewe pil- 
grymes, y* godd for his grace yeue hem wederyng and passage, 
yat yei mowen sauely common and gone ; for ye fruyte of ye londe 
and of ye see and ye wederyng; for alle ye men y ( bene in 
fals beleue, and wolde bene in goode beleue, godd yeue hem grace 
to comen to her desir ; for oure faders soules, and moders, 
bretkeren and sisteren, and for alle ye bretheren and sisteren of 
yis gilde, and for alle cristen soules : amen. 

Ande also it is ordeynede, yat yis bede and prcyer slial bene 
reherside and seyde at cuery tyme yat yc alderman and ye 
bretheren bene togedcre. 

Ande also it is ordeynede, by ye bretheren and sisteren of yis 
gilde, yt yci shulle holden ye day of her fraternite, cuery ylier, 
on yc sonday next a-forn ye feste of seynt Cristofore ; ande on ye 
same day yei shulle offren a candel of fyue liglites, brennande 
aforn ye heye Auter in ye freres Austyns of Norwiche ; ande yei 
shulc eten to-geder on ye same day, on her owen costes. 

Ancle yis is here entent, to make non ordinaunce in prejudice 
nc lettyng of ye comoun lawc, but only in worshepe of godd and 
seynt .cristofore, and norisshyng of loue and charitec. 


craftsmen, 
widows, maidens, 
wives, common- 
alties, shipmen, 
pilgrims, unbe- 
lievers, our 
fathers’ and mo- 
thers’ souls, and 
for all of this gild, 


This prayer shall 
be said at every 
meeting. 


The gild-day shall 
be on the Sunday 
before the feast of 
St. Christopher. 


No ordinance shall 
be against the 
common law. 


0 Mil Of * . I IHlMoniHt, .NUKNN U II. 
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And* *I«u it i* ordryiude, \ul entry \ her, on yo Monday iu*\t 
iUiv\i •omlfiy of In r uflVrjn", yci slnil hone idle to-gedoro in ye 
H%mo place, nml bane a uioh.sc of Kcquiem, and cucriclie oflVe a 
fcrllmnc for alio erUtun ftoulcs. 

Al-o it is order ned, yat on yo day of yc sepulture of cny 
brother or systor of vis gilde, y l cueryclio oflVe a ferthyng, and 
\ cuen an halpony to allcmosse, nnde about c yc dedc ij. oandels of 
\iij. pounde of wax; mule two poucro men slml bene hireclc of 
no aJim-^>e sillier, to liolden yc torches aboutc yc dede. 

Ancle also it is ordeynede, yat yhef cny brother or sister of ye 
gilde falle in pouerte or myschef, by nuenturc of ye world, cuery 
brother and sister shal payen an lialpcny cuery woke to yc 
kepere ; [and oulc of yis] he shal ban, cuery woke, xij.c/., and ye 
remanant to yc light. 


Gocfcn of the g id. Et quo-ad bona et catalla dicte fraternitatis, cidcm exccllcncic 
vestre similiter siguificamus, quod nos, predict! Custodcs, babe- 
mus in custodia ad opus et sustcntacionem luminis predict i. 
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IX. 


Fraternitas sancte Trinitatis, in ecclesia Catliedmli sancle 
Trinitatis, Norwic’.* 

JS^Torwic'. Excellentissimo principi et domino, domino nostro 
Ricardo, dei gratia Regi Anglie et ffrancie, ac eonsilio suo in 
Cancellaria sua, sui humiles ligei, Custodes cujusdam fraternitatis 
sancte Trinitatis in ecclesia Cathedrali sancte Trinitatis, Norwici, 
omnimodam subjeccionem ac reuerenciam et honorem. Pretextu 
cujusdam proclamationis, per vicecomitem Comitatus Norffolchie, 
apud Norwicum, de mandato regio nuper facte, vestre celsitu- 
dini, juxta formam proclamationis predicte, certificamus, quod 
nostra fraternitas predicta anno domini millesimo ccc m0 sexa- 
gesimo quarto fuerat ex deuocione incepta, ob honorem summe 
et indiuidue Trinitatis, patris et filii et spiritus sancti, luminis- 
que augmentum in ecclesia Cathedrali predicta singulis diebus 
deuote continuandum, sub certis ordinacionibus communi con- 
sensu confratrum et sororum predicte fraternitatis factis ; qua- 
rum quidem ordinacionum tenor sequitur in hec verba : — 

In ye begynnyng it is ordeynede, by comoun assent, yat alle 
ye bretheren and sisteren of yis fraternite shul kepen and be- 
gynnen her deuocioun on ye euen of ye feste of ye Trinitee, 
at matyns commande, w* solempnite to ye forsayde chirclie, w l 
torches brennande, and yer offeren euery brother and sister. 
Ande on ye morowen gone w* ye processioun, w l a candel of 
fyuc lyghtes to brene aforn oure lady. 

Ande also it is ordeynede, yat, euery yher, yat on ye monday 
next efter ye Trinite sonday, alle ye forsayde bretheren and 


The Wardens of 
the gild make a 
return. 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 1364. 


The ordinances. 


A solemn service 
shall be held on 
the eve of the feast 
of the Trinity. 


A mass of requiem 
shall be had, and 
offerings made. 


* CCCX. 85. Condition, fair. 
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I- 1 Knvrt, 
i • 'Wmi 


Help to poor 
brc’bercn. 


I’lnr for al-*rt>ce 
from ror<ctin^i of 
the £.ld. 


sUt<rrn *«'iul romcn togrder to \e same place whcr ye cnndcl is 
o Art id, and hum* a mo *e of Kequicm for alle criston sonles. 
Antic cuery brother nnd sister slml oflVe n forthyng. Antic who- 
so ho ahsi nt, he slml payen a pounde of wax to yc light 

AndeuKo it is ordeynede, by eomoun assente of yis fraternite, 
vat, at ye day of ye sepulture of ye bretheren and sistoren, cuery 
brother and sister forsayde shul olleren an halpeny, and yeuen 
an halpeny to alinessc ; nude cucrichc brother and sister shal 
payen a pony to a messe ; andc cuery brother and sister slml 
payen, of ye coininoun catel, a pony to a sauter for ye dedes 
soule ; andc he shal lmuc, of ye eomoun catel, two camlels 
poysnunt viij. pounde. 

Andc also it is ordeynede by yis fraternitee, yat yefe eny 
brother or sister falle in pouert, or in mischief, cuery r brother 
or sifter shal payen an halpeny in ye woke to ye ofiieers ; wher- 
of ye pouer brother or sister shal hauc xij.c/. in ye woke, and yc 
remanant shal be done to yc light. 

Andc also it is ordeynede, yat if eny brother or sister be 
absent at eny gaderyng or beryinge, or when lie be somound, he 
shal payen a pounde of wax to ye light, hot he be excus[erf 
resjonablely. 


Goods of the gad. Et rpio-ad bona ct catalla dicte fraternitatis, cidem cxcellencic 
vestre similiter significamus, quod nos, predict! Custodcs, liabc- 
inus in custodia, ad opus et sustentationein fraternitatis predicte, 
Lx. argent i. 
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X. 

[Brotherhood of Barbers,] Norwiciie.* 

A nd a bretherhode ]>er is ordened of barbres, in }>e site 
of Norwyche, in j>e worscbep of god and ys moder, and 
seynt Joban J>e Babtis, J>at alle bretherin and sisterin of ]>c same 
gylde, als longe as xij. persones of hem lyuen, ]>cy schulen 
offeryn a candel and to torches of wax ; and Jns light )>ey hoten 
and a-vowed to kepyn and myntenyn, and )>es o]>er ordenances 
pat ben vnder wreton, vp-on here power and diligence, in 
worschepe of crist and ys modyr and seyn Johan Babtis ; and pe 
to torches scliul bien of xl .lib. weyglit ; and alle pe bretherin 
and sisterin schullen offeryn ]>is candel and J>e to torches eueri 
3er a misomere day, and pey herin here messe at pe heye auter 
atte Charunel in cristis cherge, and eueri brother and sistir 
offeryn an ob. wyth here candel and here to torches, in hono r of 
god and oure lady and seynt Johan pe Babtis. 

And pe to torches, eueri day in ]>e 3er, scullen ben light and 
brennynge at ]jc heye messe at selue auter, from )?e leuacioun of 
cristis body sacrid, in til ]>at pe priest haue vsud. 

This bien pe names of }>e men J>at ben maystris and kepers of 
pe gyld : — 

Philippus Barbur And J?is men ban in 

Jacobus Barbir > kepynge for J>c same 

Thomas Barbyr at prechors J light, ij.s. in here box. 


Torches and other 
lights, &c., shall 
be offered on Mid- 
summer day. 


Torches shall be 
kept burning 
during high mass. 


Goods of the gild. 


* CCCX. hi. Condition, fair. 


XI. 


is 


[Gn.n ok thi: Pki.tvkks, Noitwicii.] 


J'rtihmilus sanctc Tnuitads, Xoncici, ac suited Willclini 
1 HHoemds cl wardris, tie iVoncico.* 


It of l8e 
h •Hi. i rv. 

In the 

v <rf N r' *lc. 


~^ r onric\ Exeellcntissimo et nobilissimo principi ct domino 
nostro, domino Ricardo, dci gratia Rcgi Anglic ct flVancie, 
ac ipMus sano consilio in sua canccllaria, sui ligei humiles et 
benignissimi, magistri ct custodcs fraternitatis constitute et or- 
dinate in lionore sanetc Trinitat is, beate marie, ac bcati Willclini 
iunocentis ct martiris, ac omnium sanctorum, que quidem fra- 
ternitas e*t tenta in ccclcsia cathcdrali sanctc Trinitat is, Nor- 
wici, die dominica proximo, post festum Petri et Pauli, omnimo- 
dam reucrenciam cum omni subjcccionc ct honore. Cum nuper, 
dc mandato Regio, per vicecomitem Norffolcbic, palam et publiee, 
inter alia, fuisset proclamatum quod omnes ct singuli magistri ct 
custodcs gildarum, fraternitatum, quarumcumque, ccrtificent in 
canccllariam restrain, in scriptis, plenaric, distinete, ct aperte, 
citra festum purificacionis beate marie vbicumque tunc fucrit, 
dc modo forma ac auctoritate fundacionis, inceptionis, ac contin- 
uationis, et regiminis, gildarum et fraternitatum predictarum, ac 
de modo et forma sacramcntorum, congregacionum, eonuiuiarum, 
assembliarum, fratrum et sororum, ac omnium aliorum degildisct 
fraternitatibus liujusinodi existentibus, necnon de libertatibus, 
privilegiis, statutis, ordinacionibus, vsibus, et consuetudinibus, gil- 
danim et fraternitatum earundem, ac insuper de omnibus terris et 
tenementis, redditibus, possessionibus, mortificatis ct non mor- 
tificatis, ac bonis ct catallis quibuscumquc, ad predictas gildas et 
fraternitates qualitercumquc pertinentibus siuc spectantibus, in 
quorumcumque manibus liujusmodi tciTe ct tenementa, redditus 
ct posscssioncs, bona scu catalla, ad opus liujusmodi gildarum et 
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fraternitatum existant, ac de vero precio bonorum et catallorum 
predictorum. Nosque ligei vestri, audita et intellccta procla- 
matione predicta per ipsum vicecomitem sic facta, regie celsi- 
tudiui vestre, juxta formam proclamationis predicte, in omnibus 
obedire volentes, eidem celsitudini vestre ccrtificamus, quod 
nostra confraternitas antedicta ab anno domini millesimo tri- 
centesimo septuagesimo sexto fuerit incepta et fundata; ac 
deinceps, ad honorem dei, glorioseque virginis marie matris 
sue, ac beati Willelmi, ac omnium sanctorum, diuinique cultus 
augmentum, acdicte ecclesie cathedralis et sustentationis duorum 
capellanorum deo ibidem seruiencium releuamen, per confratres 
et sorores ipsius fraternitatis successiue continuata, sine pre- 
judicio, injuria, seu calumpnia cujuscumque. Nec est dicta 
fraternitas in aliquibus terris, tenementis, redditibus, aut pos- 
sessionibus immobilibus dotata ; sed fuit et est, quando et quo- 
ciens necesse fuerit, pro oneribus eidem confraternitati incum- 
bentibus subportandis, de collecta communi inter dictos con- 
fratres et sorores fieri consueta, ac de legatis in testamentis 
et vltimis voluntatibus, aliisque piis deuocionibus eidem relictis 
et collatis, decenter sustentata et liuc usque debita gubernata. 
Ad bos insuper modum et formam, fratres et sorores dicte 
confraternitatis sunt conuocandi, conuocati, assemblia[n]di seu 
assembliati, secundum quasdam ordinaciones, communi sensu 
ipsorum confratrum et sororum editas atque factas, quarum 
quidem ordinacionum tenor sequitur in hcc verba : — 

Constitutiones. In ye name of ye fader and sone and holy 
gost, thre persones o god in trinite ; and in ye worchepe 
of oure lauedy seynte marie his derc moder, and of seynt 
William ye holy Innocent and digue marter, and alle halewyn. 
In ye ycr of oure lord jhesu cryst, a thousande thre hundred 
seuenty and sexc, Peltyers and oycre god men be-gunne yis 
gylde and yis bretherhod of seynt Willyam yc holy Innocent 
and marter in Nonvyche. And alle yis ordenaunces undirvvreten, 
al ye brethcren and systei'en schulyn helden and kepen vpen 
here power. 


Return made by 
tlie Masters and 
Stewards of the 
g’ld, in pursuance 
of that proclama- 
tion. 


The gild has no 
lands, but is 
maintained by 
charges levied, 
ami by legacies 
and other gifts. 


The ordinances. 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 1376 
by peltyers 
[furriers] and 
others. 
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N 0rdinAi>cf 

» | njudice the 

k • n*kl, or 
lh- l»w. 


On the morrow of 
Che ^Ud rtfty, lic-ar 
ft trjiu of rtquiem. 


After the nuu, go 
!•* ftn Inn, audit 
ftceoui.t*. and 
choc** officers. 


Off>oen be 
d o**n by j4cktd 
nna. 


At no ft i*t«\ alle n o bnthrren ami systomi thus lmn ho liotou: 
vnt u\, tiun Mr, mi no Mmtlav noxst nftvr ye fost of scNiit 
IVtor mul PoNNt l, in uoivlnpc of ye trinite ami of oure leuetly 
nml m n nt William ami nlle Indwell, schullcn ofieren to floured 
c.» mh 1 n n a-furn mwiiI Willynms toumbo, in ye myustre of ye 
triin te. ami cncri of hem ofleren an halpcny at yc mcsse, ami 
In n n al ye mcs^c. Ami cjwo-so he absent, yanne lie schal j>ayen 
to son nt Williams lvtlic t lire pound of wax. And it sclml hen 
rivscd ami gadered be yc alderman and his felns. Also n knauc 
chvld, innocent, beren a eandel yat day, yc Nvygthe of to pound, 
loti be-tNvyxen to gode men, tokenyngc of yc gloryous marter. 

Also it is ordeyned, yat no man sclial hen excusyd of absence 
at yat messe, but it he for ye kyngges seruisc, er for strongc seke- 
ncsse, cr tNvcnty myle duellynge fro yis syte, yat he lie sclial 
p.iyen yc pcync of tlire jiound of wax. 

And fpvo-so sclial ben cscuscd for any oyer schyl, it sclial ben 
at ye aldcrmannes wyl, and at yc cumpany. 

Also alle ye bretheryn and systeryn lmn liordeyned and 
graunted, for any ordenaunce yat is mad or sclial hen mad 
a-nionges hem, yat ycy schal sane ye kyngc liys rytlic, and non 
prcjmlys don a-geyn liis laNve in yes ordenaunce. 

Also it is ordeyned, yat cucryehc broyer and syster of yis 
gylde, erly on morwe aftyr yc gylde day, schal licryn a masse of 
requiem for alle ye brethcrc soules and systeren soules of yis 
gilde, and for alle crystenc soules, at scynt Williams auter in yc 
mynstre of yc trynvtc in Nor wy die, and ofleren a ferthynge. 
And qwo-so lie wane, schal payc a pound of wax. 

And cjNvan ye messe is don, be here aldcrmannes asent ycy 
sclial alle to-gedcrc gon to an In. And eucry man yat hat ony 
catellc of ye gilde, leyn it doun ; and ordeynen ycr of here 
lykynge be coxnoun assent, and chosen offyecres for yc nexte 
ycr. And qwo falye, schal payen thre pound of wax. 

And viij. men of ye aldcrmannes chcsyngc, on ye gylde day, 
scliulen chesen an alderman, and to felas, and a somono r , for ye 
nexte ycr. 

Also it is ordeyned, in ye Nvorchepc of ye trinite and of oure 
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leuedy seynt marie, and of scynt William and of alle halwyn, 
yat qwat brother or syster, be goddis sonde, falle in mischefe er 
mys-ese, and baue nout to belpen hem-selfe, he scbal ban Almesse 
of eueri broyer and syster eucry woke, lestende his mysehefe, 
a fertliynge; of qwyche ferthynges he schal ban xiiij.d., and ye 
remenaunt gon to catelle. But if it be his foly, he schal nout 
han of ye elmes. 

Also it is ordeyned, be comoun assent, qwo-so be chosen in 
offys, and refuse it, he schal paye to seynt Wylliams lythe thre 
pound of wax, and vp peyne of his othe. 

Also if ony brother er syster deye, he schal han of ye gylde 
foure torches, and foure pore men cladde, abouten his cors. And 
euery brother and syster offeren at his messe, and heryn al ye 
messe, and byden his enterynge, and at messe offeryn a ferthynge, 
and an halpeny jeuen to almes for %e soule. And jeuen to a 
messe a peny, ye qwyche [schal be\ gaderyd be ye aldermau and 
hise felas, te don for ye soule and for alle crystene. 

Also if any broyer er sister deye seuene myle fro ye cite, ye 
alderman and oyer seuene bretheryn, at his e[xequises, schuQ 
wende in fere to ye cors, and ordeynen and don for ye soule 
as for on of ye bretheren. 

Also it is ordeyned, be comoun assent, yat yese bretheren, 
in worchepe of ye holy trinyte and seynt William, scliul etyn to- 
gedere on yat day, at here comoun cost. 

And qwo-so be somouned to don semble, er to congregacioun 
be-forn ye alderman and ye bretheryn, and come nout, he schal 
paye a pound of wax to ye lyt. 

Also it is ordeyned, be comoun assent, yat no broyer ne 
syster in yis gilde schal be reseyuet but be ye alderman and 
xij. bretheryn. 

Also it is ordeyned, be comoun assent, yat ye comoun belle- 
man schal gon thurghe ye cite on ye gilde day, after none, 
and recomandyn al ye brethere soules and systeres of ye 
gilde be name, and alle crystene soules ; and seyn yat a messe 
of Requiem schal ben seyd erly on ye morwen, be prime day, 
in memorie of ye soules and alle crystene ; and somownyn alle ye 


Bretheren and 
sisteren fallen into 
trouble or mis- 
ease, shall have 
weekly helx) ; 


but not so if 
brought on by 
their own folly. 

Fine on refusal to 
take office. 


Burial services 
and offerings. 


Deaths seven 
miles from the 
city. 


An annual feast 
shall be held. 


Fine for not 
coming to meet- 
ings. 


Admission of 
new-comers. 


The common bell- 
man shall summon 
the bretheren to 
meet on the 
morrow of the 
gild day. 
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G ^ tl* ffkl 


brrtlicryn an Rjntcnn, ynt yey bon nt ye incase nt ye auter of 
son William nt wit tune of prime, vp yc pejnc of thre pound 
of \\n\. 

y tt b - ye f * *>- * 

Non sunt alie constitutioncs constitute ncc ordinate in frater- 
nitate predictn. 

Siiiiunn oatnllorum diete fniternitatis, iiij .//. iiij.s., et non 
plus ncc minus. 

[Indorsed :] — flVaternitas sanctc Trinitatis ac bcati Willelmi 
Innocentis ct martins in Xorwico. 

* This beginning of a fresh ordinance, and its crossing out, arc so in the 
original record. As none other of the ordinances has this beginning, the 
inference is, that some fresh ordinance happened to be at that time under 
consideration, but had not been yet adopted. The Latin clause which 
follows supports this inference. It is certain that fresh ordinances were, 
from time to time, adopted. The ease of the Shipmancs Gild gives 
an illustration of this fact. (See after, p. 57.) 

The Latin preface to these Ordinances speaks of the maintenance of two 
chaplains; but this was clearly a mistake, for there is nothing at all in 
the ordinances themselves as to the maintenance of any chaplain. 
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XII. 

[The Tailors’ Gild, Norwich.] 

Certificatio fraternitatis Artificii Sissorum, Norwici. * 

J^onviche. Excellentissimo et nobilissimo principi, domino 
nostro, domino Ricardo, dei gracia Regi Anglie et tYrancie, 
ac ipsius sano consilio in sua cancellaria, sui ligei humiles et 
benignissimi, magistri et custodes fraternitatis Artificii sissorum 
in Norwico, facta 1 in lionore assencionis domini nostri ihesu 
cliristi et beate marie virginis, omnimodam reuerenciam cum 
omni subjeccione et lionore. Cum nuper, de mandato regis, per 
viceeomitem Norffolchie, palam et publice inter alia fuisset pro- 
clamatum, quod omnes et singuli magistri et custodes gildarum, 
fraternitatum, quarumcumque, certificent in cancellariam ves- 
tram, in scriptis, plenarie, distincte, et aperte, citi'a festum Puri- 
ficacionis beate marie, vbicumque tunc fuerit, de modo, forma, ac 
auctoritate, fundacionis, incepcionis, ac continuacionis, et regi- 
minis, gildarum et fraternitatum predictarum ; ac de modo et 
forma sacramentorum, congregacionum, conuiuiarum, assembli- 
arum, fratrum et sororum, ac omnium aliorum de gildis et 
fraternitatibus hujusmodi existentibus ; necnon de libertatibus, 
priuilegiis, statutis, ordinacionibus, vsibus, et consuetudinibus, 
gildarum et fraternitatum earundem ; ac insuper de omnibus 
tcrris, tenemcntis, redditibus, possessionibus, mortificatis et non 
mortificatis, ac bonis et catallis quibuscumque, ad predictas 
gildas et fratcrnitates qualitercumque pertinentibus siue spec- 
tantibus, in quorumcumquc manibus liujusmodi terre et tene- 
menta, rcdditus et possessiones, bona seu catalla, ad opus hujus- 
modi gildarum et fraternitatum existunt ; ac de vero precio 

.* CCCX. 1 20. Condition, generally fair, but bad in places. 
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1 [sic.) 


Recital of tho 
proclamation 
lately made by 
the Sheriff of 
Norfolk, calling 
for returns as to 
gilds. 
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It bx* no U*c!». 
by l I* qmu* lii r c<l 
bj cUnre* \t* <+l 
u*-b r tU» ?• 'b». 
b-f orxlii Jtncca. 


Tb« crd.u&ncc*. 


Nnnomm it ontidloruni predict orum. N usque ligci \cslii t 
Audita <.t intillota proelmnneione predietu per ipsiun \icc- 
comitim bio f.utu, regie ooNitmlini vostro, juxt a formum pro- 
clamncionis pmliete, in oinnil>us obcdire volentes, ridem ecl- 
bitudini Mstro certilieumus, quod nostra confratornitns antedietu 
nli nnno domini millosimo tricontosimo quinqungcsimo fuorit in- 
ciptn ot fumlata. Ac doinoops, ad lionorcm Assencionis Domini 
nostri ilicMi cliristi, glorioscque virginis marie, diuiniqiie cultns 
augment urn, in capclla beate marie dc campis in Norwico, Deo 
ibidem seniitura per confratres et sorores ipsius fraternitatis, 
sine projudioio, injuria, sen calumpnia cujuscumque. Non est 
dicta fraternitas in aliquibus tcrris, tcnemcntis, redditibus, ant 
po^sessionibus immobilibiis, dotnta ; sed fnit et est, quanto et 
quociens necesse fuerit, pro oneribus eidem confraternitati in- 
cumbentibus supportamlis, de colleeta communi inter dictos 
fratres et sorores fieri consueta, secundum quasdam ordinaciones 
communi sensu ipsorum confratrum et sororum editas atquc 
factas, quaruin quidem ordinacionum tenor sequitur in liec 
verba ; — 


Ojidinacio.* 


The nld fcliAJl inctl 
toother. 


mnd r**\t day 
be at a mats of 
n*,uierii. 


They shall obey 
the summons of 
the alderman, to 
audit account*. 


This ordenaunce ys mad in this manere: — )>at alle the brej)eren 
and the susteren schullen ben to-gedere on the half thursduy, at 
}>e candel berynge, and at the messe seyngc and ofleryn ; and 
who-so faille J>at day, ]?at he be nontlie }>ere, as coinenaunt ys, he 
schal paie a pound of wax for is faute. 

And also, on the fry day nest folowende, it is ordeyned J>at 
alle )>es brej>eren and sisfceren shullen ben at a messe of requiem 
for the bretheryn and j?e sisteren j?at ben dede, and for alle 
cristcne soules : als-so lio-so make defaut that day, he schal 
paye half a pound of wax. 

And also it is ordeyned, J>at alle the bretheren J?e wache |>e 
halderman of this gilde sendit fore, shullen ben redy at that day 


* The copy of ordinances which follows, in English, is written in a 

different hand from the foregoing Latin preface. 
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that he sendit for hem, be-twixen ]>e feste of the Nutiuite of 
oure lady and Misschelmasse, in wat stede that he syngnyt hem, 
for to here the Countes and reknynges for the dettes ]>at he owen 
to Alderman and J>e compayne. 

And who-so make defaut )mt day, and be warned, he ssal Fine, if absent, 
paye to pound of wax. 

Also it is ordeigned be be breberen, bat alle bo bat the Alder- Meeting after 

Easter, to choose 

man sendit fore, shullen ben redy on ]> Q soneday fourtnytlie after officers, &c. 
esterne, en what place j>at be Alderman assyngnetj, for to or- 
deynen hoo ssal make the candel bat 3er, and kepent ; and also 
bo b»t arn assyngned to don that office, be eompanye ssal owai-d 
hem viij.d for here trauaille. And be sexteyn of the forseid 
chapel ssal han, for lythynge of the lythe, viij.c?. Also be clerk Payments to 
that rynget3 on the half thursday at euen, ssal han iiij.c/. for his 
trauaille. 

And also it ys ordeyned, be be Alderman and alle the breberen, Help to the poor 

and maimed. 

]>at who-so falle at meschief, en pouerte, croked, blyn, be J>e 
grace of Godes sonde, out-taken }ef lie be a theffe proued, he ssal 
han seuene penes in ]>e woke, of J?e breberen and sisteren, to 
helpen hem withe. 

And also it ys ordeyned, be alle be breberen and sisteren, bat Burial services 

and offerings. 

what brother or sister deye, J?e ferndes of ]>e dede body sshullon 
whet ]>e Alderman to seyn ; and he ssal sende forthe ]>e bedel to 
alle }>e breberen and J>e systeren, J>at ])ey bien at the derge of ]>e 
body, and also at messe and offeren, and ben withe the body til it 
be elosid in ]>e lierthe ; and also fynden }>er, of here cost, to 
tapers of wax, of J?e wythe of xij;&\, at ]>e derge and at J> e messe 
brennende. And also euery broker and euery sister of ]>e gilde 
sshullen jeuen on halpeny in J?e worchepe of god for ]>e soule; 
and also seyn oure ladys sauter, or don seyn. Euery broker 
and sister ssal jeuen a peny to a messe for pe soule, hastili 
songen. 

And also, what brober or sister bat deye vij. mile a-boute be Burial of those 

* 1 dying out of town. 

sete, be breberen bat be alderman assyngnet3 sshullen gon beder 
w* he wax, and bryngin be bodi to be lierthe, as it is be-fore. 

Also 3 ef ony brober or sister deye in straunge cuntrc, in Semceforthose 
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Vtcm OlAll bo JlAid 

to the Bede). 


crint* mloin or in helium |*o brejHTen ssliollcu gon to |n' 
rli4|'cl on tlio fv hi. with here wax, anil loyn a clotj, and iluun a 
mme of mjiik-m for |>o sonic, ami t»|>crc |>cngcs, nls 3011 lie 
wherv at lmm nmoungo} hem. 

Also it was onleyned ferst he Peres of Weston, and be alle )>o 
J*nt lun be sitliMi. )> l alle J*ese Comenauntj a-forsaid sshullc ben 
hohUn ferine and stable: and J>cr-to barn j’ei sworon on the 
hulidom. And alle )>o Jut comcn after sslmllen do |)° same otlie. 

And also it is onleyned, )>at alle the brethcrcu sslmllen ben to- 
gedere on the friday after half thursday, for to chosen an Aldir- 
111:111 ; which Aldirman ssal reccyuc )>e eatel at a sertcyn day, 
and deliuereu a5en in sertcyn place )>er j>° brejieren ussyngnetj. 
And wlio-so fnile, |>° friday after mete, lie sslial paicn half a 
pound of wax. 

And also it is onleyned, J>at a-monnges the brej>cren and 
sistcren in here assemble, a candcl brennaude of wax, and seyn a 
bede in worelicpc of god and of oure lcnedy, alle seyntes, and 
for alle cristcnc soules, and for alle }>c brejicrcn and sistcren of 
)>is gildc. 

Also it ys ordeyned J>at, fryday after noon, J»at }>cy sliole 
clicscn a Soinno r ; and alle }> l 3ci wlio-so be in ]>at oflicc, lie shal 
paic no silucr, but gon qwyte for liys trauaillc. Also qwat broker 
or sister J>at entrit in his time schal paic to ]>c bedel a peny. 


[Indorsed : — ] Fraternitas sissomm ciuitatis Norwici, ordi- 
nata iu bonorc asscncionis domini. 
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XIII. 

[The Carpenters’ Gild, Norwich.*] 

Tn the name of J>e fader and sone and holi gost, and of oure 
ladi seinte marie, cristes moder, and al ]>e holi cumpanye 
of heuene, }>e ordenaunces of [e gilde of Carpenteris werin be- 
gunnen, in hono r of )>e holi trinite, in ]>e 301* of grace of oure 
lord jhesu crist a thousand tlire hundred and seuenti and fyue, 
J>e 3er of oure noble kyng Edward, J>e thridde after ]?e conquest, 
fourti and nyne ; and shullen ben holden perpetuelliche in )>e 
moder Chirche of Norwiche a-forn J>e heye auter: and it was be- 
gunnen by Jus entent, for to encresin a light of torchis atte 
sacrement of cristis hodi at selue auter. The qwilk orde- 
naunces alle ]>e brej>erin and sistrin of Jus gilde han be lioten 
and avowed, to J>e hono r of J>e trinite, to holden and stabeliche 
kepen, vp-on here might and power, as longe as xij. persones of 
J>is gilde lasten and lyuen. 

Thus it is, J»at alle J>e bretherin and sistrin shullen comen to- 
gidere, on J>e saterday atte euen next after J»e ascension of oure 
lord crist, eueri 3er, at \>e place assigned be J>e alderman and 
his to felas, in Norwich, in cause of deuocioun, and J>ere biddin 
a bede a-forn here light in hono r of trinite, and han re- 
comoundid in here mynde ]>e stat of holi Chirche, and for pes 
and vnite in J>e lond, and for alle [e bretheren soules and sistris 
soules of }>is gilde, and alle here frendis soules, and alle cristene. 
And eueri of hem shal seyn, w* good deuocioun, v. pater noster 
and v. aue marie be-fcrn J>e candil brennyng. 

* CCCX. 174-177. Condition, fair. This return is made up in the 
form of a book. It has six leaves of vellum, each measuring 9J inches by 
5|. Only three of the leaves are written upon, but each of these is written 
on botli sides. The handwriting is very remarkable. 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 1375. 


A yearly meeting 
to be held, which 
shall begin with 
prayers. 


.ns 


A **+*+* •— 



. * • M‘-J 
? • - 


JValh* vitMn 
»*\ • mile* of iho 

l MD. 


Srrrioc f »r thrwo 
d\ • g a) road. 


IMp In ll'fW 
fal'eti Inlo poverty 
• r m*duip, if n t 
NmuO-J alfout 
lhruui.li f«‘!h or 
rxjtjui In mg. 


TUI (Mi MM s' C.ll.l), 

ANo it i * onh-uicd, jmt eiicri y v. on )’e Sunday next after )>e 

iTiMoiiu, nlle |h* l»rr)*( rin and sistrin. at tyine of day, Mml ben 
.t |h* Chnumhlrr* |ur hero wax is ordevned in Norwiche, and 
pm alio to-gidrre, in pmccssioun, w l hero eandil and here 
t« rJiia. in-to )»o monstre of |>e trinitc, and often n os vp at )>c 
he \e «ut«r. ami heron )> c heye incssc, and cucri oflorin an 
hftljK-ny alto uu s^e. 

AUo it h ordoyned, ]>at if any broker or sister of |ns gilde 
dove with-outen |)0 Cite of Norwiche, he slial han to Candils of 
|h' hrotherin at his dirige and his messe, brcnnyng ahonten his 
corps, of xij Jib. peys. And alio \>c hretherin and sistrin shullen 
hen at his dirige, and praye for J>e soule. And, on ]>c day fol- 
wande, hen at his messe of requiem from gynnyng to )>c ending; 
and eueri offerin a ferthing, and jenen an luilpcny to clmcs for 
}) e soule. And eueri broker and sister jenen a ]>eny to do scyn 
a messe for ]> c soule, and for allc )>c hretherin soulis and sistrin 
of Jus gilde, and alle cristcn soulis. 

Also, if any broker or sister of |)is gilde deye wit-outen Nor- 
wiche vij. mile ahouten, alle )>c hretherin slnillcn gon to his hery- 
ing messe, with here alderman, with here to candclis hrennende 
n-bouten his eors, and oflfrin allc atte messe, and 3011011 lierc 
elmesse Jicre, and gaderin J>c messe pens for J>e soule in mancrc 
for-sevd. 

Also, if lie dye in forth ere cuntrc, he slial han his seruise and 
messe offring, elmessc, messe pens, and trcntal, as on of here 
otlierc hretherin, in Jie mynstre of Norwiche. 

Also J>cse hretherin ban ordeyned, be weyc of cliarite, )>at if 
any broker or sister of Jns gilde falle in any meschcf or pouert, 
he godis sendyng, or he any cliaunce of }>e werld, and nat he his 
ownc folye nc ryotous lyuyng, and lie may nought withe his 
craft nc with his godis lielpcn him self, he slial han, of eueri 
broker and sister of |>is gilde, eueri woke, a fertliyng, lestyng 
his ineschif: and J>esc fcrtliinges slial be gaderid at eueri monetli 
ende, and delid forth to Jie nedful man, in hono r of crist and his 
modcr, and for alle cristene soules. 

And qwo-so make defaute in any of ]>ese ordcnaunces, he hath 




NORWICH. 
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oblisshed him-self, bi bis avow and his owen graunt, to paycn 
to ]> e light ii .lib. of wax in wursship of crist, but if he may 
resonabli escuse him-self be J>e kyngis seruise, oi’ for any journe 


Fine for non- 
fultilment of 
ordinances, unless 
there be good 
excuse. 


J>at touchit J>e kyng or his ministris, or be any oper cause 
rcsonable. 


Also bis is be bretheris entent, bat for non ordenaunce bat her- Neither the king’s 

J J ^ i right nor the law 

in is mad, ne be no maner colo r of }>is glide, J>ei shullen makyn t0 be encroached 
no meyntenaunce ne confideracie ageyn J)e kyngis right ne Jse 
comoun lawe, ne no pi’eiudice don to no maner man, be J>e 
feyth J>at J>ei owen to god and J>e ligeaunce J>at J>ei awe to oure 
lord }>e kyng. 


* And bysyden alle thise ordinaunces, Robert of Elyngham, Gifts by certain 

masons. 

Masoun, and othere serteyn masouns of Norwiche, fynden, in 
Cristes chirche at ISTorwiche, tweye torches brennyngge atte heye 
auter as it is by-for seyd. 


* This paragraph is written in another and very different hand. It i3 
clearly not intended to be taken as one of the ordinances, but as the state- 
ment of a fact. See the note at the end of the Gild next following. 
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f"«* 

I^T — A.tK 13 *M. 


A l<cht l« N» 
f*««nd i I •— ur 
c*. # 5U Aibljn. 


Mam, it <1 o^t rip£* 
»t tin fcame Uxie. 


Hr Jp to iho*e 
Cai>* p* r, Mck, 
or i* other mU- 

chaor». 


XTV. 

[The Poem Men’s Gild,] Xokwiciii:.* 

Tn liono r of ourc lord Jliesu crist, and of ourc lady scintc 
* marie, and in wursship of seyn Austyn, anglonnn Kpi- 
scoj)i, and allc holi halwen ; in bono r of which seynfc austyn |)0 
pouere men of }>c parisshe of seynt Austyn bc-gunnen [a] gyldc, 
in lielpc and amendement of here pouere parish chirchc of 
seyn Austyn J>c bysshop in Norwichc, in j)e jer of ourc lord crist 
a Mhocc.iiiJ**, ]>c jer of ourc Ivyng Richard secounde }> 0 iiij°. 

Hirst, )mt }>ci shullen meynten and fynden a light in }>c 
same chirche in hono r of }>e selue seynt Austj n ; and \ns light 
cueri 5er \>c shullen oflerin vp cueri 3er in J>c same chirchc, 
an meynten and susteyn it vp-on here power, whil god 31ft 
hem grace, on J)C Sunday next a-forn }>c feste of seynt Austyn, 
here avowc. 

And on J?at day }>at }>ci offeryn here candcl, alle \>c bretheryn 
and sistrin of Jus gildc shullen at ]>c offring of J>c selue light, 
and herin a principal messc in j>e same chirchc, and offerin at )>e 
messe. 

And if any broker or sister of )>is pouere gilde fallc in any 
pouerte or seckncsse, or any oj>er meschcf, be }jc sendyng of 
crist, and he may noujth helpe liim-sclf with his owen godis, 
and he may nought ne liaue no^the to susteyne him self, he 

# CCCX. 21 2-21 7. Condition, fair. This return is, like the last, made 
up in the form of a book. It has six leaves of vellum, each about eight 
inches long by five wide. Of these, only two leaves are written upon, 
but each of the latter is written on both sides. The front of the first leaf, 
which is otherwise blank, bears the indorsement given on the next page, 
and which is written in an entirely different style of hand from that in 
which the ordinances themselves are written. 
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THE POOH MEN'S GILD, NORWICH. 

shal ban, of J^e bretlierin and sistrin, eueri woke, iij. pens, til J>at 
he be recured. 

Also it is orcleynetl, j>at any broker or sister of J?is gilde 
deye vij. mile abouten ]>e Cite, or with-innen J>e cite, alle J>e 
bretlierin and sistrin shullen* ben at )>en enteryng of }>e dede 
corps, and offerin at his messe, and 3euen xxx.d. for xxx. messes 
singing for |>e soule, and for alle cristen soules. 

[On the outer cover is written as follows : — J 

Nomina societatis sancti Augustin i : — Nicholas Bryan, Jo- 
hannes de Shypdliam, Johannes de Bukenham, et alii, &c. 

Nomina societatis sancte Trinitatis : — Robertas Elyngham, 
Thomas de Hecham, Ricardus Gront, et alii, &c. 

Et memorandum, quod Johannes Alunday, Robertas Snape, 
et Robertas Elyngham, prefer omnia alia, inueniunt ij. cereos et 
vnam candelam in ecclesia sancte trinitatis predicte.t 

* This word “shullen” is written twice in MS. 

t As the present return touches only the “Poor Men’s Gild” [of St. 
Austyn], it would seem that the last two of these paragraphs relate to 
some Gild the particulars of which were sent up at the same time with 
those of “ The Poor Men’s Gild.” The Carpenters’ Gild is stated to be “ in 
honour of he Holy Trinity” (before, p. 37); and the name of “Robert 
of Elyngham,” mentioned in the lines added at the end of the ordinances 
of that Gild (before, p. 39), leaves little doubt that these two paragraphs 
refer to that Gild. But it is here stated that two waxes and one candle 
are found; while only two torches [of wax] are named in the return of the 
Carpenters’ Gild. At any rate, it is odd that an indorsement should be 
found on the return of one Gild, touching another Gild, which must have 
been known to have made a separate return. 


Those dying 
within seven 
miles of the city 
shall have burial- 
services. 


Names of gild- 
bretheren. 


Names of 
bretheren of 
another gild. 

Names of certain 
donors. 


4 ? 


XV. 


1 (<«-.) 
K*d-U r« and 
^•mtn ; and 
f-** not 

*••*0 more titan 
ten *h iRtngv 


Tbo did was 
l*cgun a.d. 1355. 


The<e ordinance* 
aliall be kept bo 
long as twelve of 
the gild K y e. 


[Tin: Saddlers’ and Spurriers’ Gild, Norwich.] 
FrcUcniitns dc Sadclcrs ct S purlers Norwici .* 

<linn dc fraternitatc, constitutione, et ordinatione, in lionorc 



beate marie et omnium sanctorum, dc 1 , in ceclesia con- 
vcntuali dc Carrowe, pro-ut in ordinaciouibus per fra t res et 
sorores ipsitis fraternitatis factis plenius continetur. Quc qui- 
dem fraternitas est sustentata ct supportata cum Sadclcrs ct 
Spuryerys ejusdem ciuitatis Norwici. Non habent terras, tene- 
menta, redditus, ncc possessiones, nec catalla, vltra valorem 
decern solidorum. 


To ye hono r of ourc lady scynt marie, and of alle balwcn, 
yese ordenauncc of fratemyte of Sadclercs and Sporycres, in yc 
cite of Norwyche, wern be-gunnen in ye ycr of oure lordis birthe 
iliesu Crist, a thowsande thre hundred foure skorc and flyue, 
and perpetuelli sclial ben holden a-forn ye ymage of oure lady at 
ye heye auter in ye chirche of nunnes in ye nunrye of Carrowe 
be-syden Norwyche. 

Thus it is ordeyned ; yat ye bretheryn an systryn of yis fra- 
temyte, as longe as xij. persones of yis gilde lyuen, yey alle ban 
hoten an a-vowed, to ye hono r of god, yat yey schuln mayntenen 
yese ordenaunces vnderwreten, vp here power and diligence, in 
worchepe of cryst and of his moder and alle halwen, and 


1 ('«•.) 
r« and 

^•mtn ; and 
f-** nol 

more titan 
ten iRtngv 


Tbo did was 
l*egun a .d. 1355. 


Thc<e ordinances 
shall be kept bo 
long as twelve of 
the gild K y e. 


* CCCX. 57. Condition, generally fair, but bad in part?. 


T1IB SADDLERS* AND SPURRIERS* GILD, NORWICH. 
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amendement of liere soules and alle crystene, in ye worchcpc of 
lioly chirche. 

Frust, yat yey scliuln fynden and meyntcnen a lytlie of to 
toreliis of wax, of xxxijii., euery day brennynge at leuacioun 
of crystys body sacred, at ye bey masse, but no masse more. 

And yis gilde schal ben holden euery yer on ye Sunday 
nest after ye trinite ; and alle ye bretheren and systeren ban 
a lyuere of sute, to kennen ye bretheryn an systeryn, and for no 
oyer encbesoun. 

And on ye euen a-forn yis day, at ye aldermannes assygne- 
ment, alle ye bretheryn and systeryn yat ben in Norwyche, or 
oyer place yat may resonableche, scbul comen to-gedere, in cause 
of deuocioun, and seyn a bede for alle ye bretbere soules and 
systrys of yis gilde ; and qwo-so faly of yis, he schal payn ij. 
pound of wax at here owen graunt, but it be may resonabli 
escuse hem be kyngges seruise. 

Also, on ye morwen on yis day nest suwynge, be-time, alle 
bretheryn and systeryn scbul ben to-gedere in crystis chirche, 
to heryn a masse at ye auter a-forn ye relikes, and euery of hem 
offere yere. And qwan ye masse is seyd, alle ye bretheryn an 
sisteren schul gon wyt ye alderman, in deuocioun, to ye place 
yer here lithe is ordeyned, and gon wyt ye lythe, in proces- 
sioun, to ye nunrye of Carrowe, and yer heryn a masse and 
offeryn an ob. 

Also, if any brother er syster deye in ye syte of Nonvyehe, alle 
ye bretheryn and sisteryn schal ben at his dirige, wyt to toreliis 
of wax, and to pore men cladde. 

And also on yis manere ben at his masse and his enterynge ; 
and euery offeryn a ferthynge, and 3euen an halpeny to almesse 
for yat soule and for al crystene. 

And if he deye tlire myle out of Norwyche, alle ye bretheren 
schul comen to his enterynge, wyt here to torches and to pore 
men cladde, and offeryn and don as for a brother. 

And if he deye wit-outen ye lystes of tlire myle, and his man- 
sioun and his houseld ben in ye cite, he schal do don a dyryge 
and messe wyt here lythe, and don elmcssc. 


Two torches shall 
be kept burning * 
at the elevation of 
the host, at high 
mass. 


The gild shall be 
held on the first 
Sunday after 
Trinity ; and the 
members shall 
have a livery. 


All shall meet the 
evening before, to 
pray for their own 
souls. 


Next morning, 
mass shall be 
heard, and 
offerings made : 
and all shall go, in 
procession, to the 
nunnery of 
Car row. 


On death within 
the city, all shall 
be at the dirge, 
and two poor men 
with them. 

The same at 
interment ; and 
offerings and gi f ts 
shall be made. 


Service on death 
within three miles 
of the city. 


Service on death 
beyond three 
miles. 
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Ami nnv brother or sifter yiit <lmll<n wyt outcu yo l)vdya of 
thro myle from \e cite <lo}e, nllo yo brotlicryn and systemi solial 
dun M'Vii for his wide, in ye chirche of ye nnnrye of Carrowo, 
tlirigo and maw, an don for is soldo as for any brother or sister 
forseyd. 


Non sunt nlique alie const itutioncs ordinate in congregation*! 
prcilictn. 

[Indorsed on the aboyc return is the following: — ] 
flhiternitas Sadcleres et Spuryercs de Norwico, tenta in cc- 
clesia conuentuali beatc marie dc Carrowe, juxta Nonvicuin.* 

* Tills return is written on a piece of vellum which has once formed two 
leaves of a l>ook, of about tho same size in th* page as the one described 
before, p. 40 note , and with ruled lines on each side of each page. Tho 
two leaves have been flattened out, and the return is written across tho 
ruled lines. But the mark of the fold of the pages, and tho holes where the 
threads went through to hold these leaves as part of a bound book, are 
still plainly seen. Such facts as tho use of this piece of second-hand vellum 
for this return, and the very unusual use of paper for tho official writs (see 
Inlrcxluction , and after, Part II. No. I.), perhaps point to an unwonted 
scarcity of vellum at this time. On the other hand, it will be seen, by 
reference to the Gild of Garlikhith (before, pp. 3, 5), that paper was used 
in 1375 to write the Gild-ordinances upon ; while an inferior specimen will 
be found mentioned after, p. 121 note. 
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XVI. 


[Gild of St. Anthony, Lynn, Norfolk.] 
Statute Glide Sancti Antoni, Lenne * 


Tn ]) e worchep of God of heuen, and of his modir seynt mari, 
and alle )> e holy Company of heuen, and souerengly of J> e 
Noble confessour seynt Antony, w* a grete deuocion ]> s ffrater- 
nite was be-gonne in ]> e toun of lenne, of men and women, 
lestenliche for to fyndyn, in chirche of seynt margare of lenne, 
be-forn J>° ymage of seynt Antony, on candelle of j .li. of waxe, 
brennend euery festiuale dai thorow-out J> e yere, in [> e tyme of 
seruyse, in ]> Q honour of god almyghty, and of ]> e holy con- 
fessour seynt Antony. Also it is ordeyned, be assent, ^ alle ]> e 
men and women of j> s fraternite w* a good deuocion shuln gon 
in fere, ]> e son day nest aftir J) e fest of seynt Antony, to )> e Chirche 
of seynt margare fornseid, deuowteliche }>er for to heren a messe 
of seynt Antony ; and eueriche broker and sistir shal offren an 
ob. in [> e worchepe of god and of seynt Antony. Also it is 
ordeyned to liauen foure mornspeches in J>e 3ere. J)° first shal 
bene [ e monday nest aftir ]> e fornseide soneday : }> 0 secunde shal 
bene }> e soneday aftir J>° fest of seynt michel : }> e thred shal bene 
)> e soneday aftir }> e fest of Epiphanie : J> e fourte shal ben 
soneday aftir J)° fest of seyntes Tiburs and Valerian in Aprille. 
Also ordeyned it is, J)* what man or woman, hauened de- 
uocion to j) 4 holy confessour seynt Antony, ]>at wille comyn in 
to j)is fraternite to ben broker or sistir (be als mekil als J>° 
forseidc lyght, to worchep of god an holy Chirche, lestyngliche 
in tyme comyng, wt-outen help of mennys deuocion ne may not 


Beginning of the 
gihl. 


The gild shall meet 
in church, and 
hear mass and 
make offerings. 


There shall be 
four other general 
meetings of the 
gild in each year. 


New-comers shall 
pay five shillings 
each. 


** CCCVIII. 1 1 7. Condition, fair, except in the lower lines. 
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(till) or 'i wiiiosi, i.i.w, Nuinoi.K. 
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Herts] mhvx*. 


I n cs%« of k»-* or 
*» * *%*. iieip to 
be r-icn. 


Wag«» f t’.p 
( *r« .ni.(l |i c 

]>CvUl. 


Tl»e f**r^r irj: lire 
U.e ortimaueei. 


Goods of the gild. 


Ik' mcuitiiird n ml k« pt), •dial payno \ .s. Also it is ordoy tied, bo 
on •#“ uit of alio )•* cnmpfinv, to chosen an Aldirmnii, wysc and 
nit Me, able and koin ng to union and ^oiutii J>° company, to |>° 
wirvhep of god mi Indy Chirrhc ; and foiirc skeuajnes, trost 
nun «ind tnw< , for to k«*p\ n and resryuen J>" goodes and J>" katel 
of |> gildo , and on Dene, for to warnyn alle )> f ‘ gild brcj>rcn 

d sUtivu, as is J>° custom in J> 1 ‘ forn.se ide tonne of leiinc ; and 
on clerk o. to wryton )>° ncssessariis of p° gild. Also what hroj>cr 
or .sistir of }>* fraternite dye, |)° Aldirnmn slial weten j>° dene to 
seye. and }>° Dene hastiliehc bryngyn J>° waxe to J>° Derige, w l 
ouUn any lettyng, and sytlien warnyn J>° brethren and sistren to 
come to J>° derige and gon w* J>° Cors to j*° kirke ; and etieriehe 
broker and sistir slial offren oh. for J> c sonic. And also, wliafc 
broker or sistir of pis fraternite dye, be slial bane, of )> i: clone 
katel of ]> c Gilde, xx, messes songyn for his sonic. Also, what 
hro)>cr or si.stir of J> 8 fraternite lose liys katel Jmrow J>° grace of 
god, or ellis falle in sekencs, whcrc-J>orow he may not hcljiyn 
hymselfe, J an ilke broJ>er and sistir of p 8 gild slial 3011011, ones in 
p° } ere, j.< 7 . to his sustenauns and releuyingc. Also ordeyned it 
is, pi p<* elerke slial liauc, for his tranaile in p° ye re, x ; j.</., and p y 
dene, for his tranaile, xij.c/. 

lie it knowc openlielic to jow, be Jicis presenters, p l wc alle 
biixumlye vndirstondend joure lettres sent to vs, seyend on p 8 
manere, p l wc shuld sende 30W a kopy of our statuj, and also |>^ 
summe of our katelle. Wctctli it wele p l p c sunimc of our katelle 
is xxxiij.s. iiij.e/.* At my lord pc Kyngcs willc. 

* These figures are so much defaced that I cannot be quite sure of them ; 
but I have little doubt that the sum, as given above, is right. 
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XVII. 

[Gild of St. Thomas of Canterbury, Lynn.] 

Ordinaciones Glide Sancti Thome Episcopi Gantuariensis, 

Lenne.* 

"I a J> e worchcp and hono r of Jhesu Crist, and of his mild modir 
seynt marye, and of alle }>e holy Company of heuen, and 
specially of J) e holy martir seynt Thomas of Cauntirburye, men 
and woman, jiorow a grete deuocion to ]> e forseide martir seynt 
Thomas, hauend, in }>'“ toun of lenne, J>is fraternite be-gonne, in 
]> e 3ere of our lord a thowsend ccc.lxx.vj., lestendliche for to 
meyutene and fynden, be-forn a certayne ymage of seynt 
Thomas, in Jj q Chirche of seynt Nicholas of ]> e fornseid toun of 
lenn, on kandel of ij. pound of waxe, for to brenne in seruice 
tyme eueriche festiuale day in J? e 3ere. And J>is gild shal hen 
holdyn in ]> e day of seynt Thomas aftir J) e feste of J) e Natiuite of 
seynt ion }> e baptist at midsomir. pat day, eueriche broker and 
sistir of pis gilde shuln seme-lyn in a certayne place, faire and 
honestliche arayde. And J>an alle ]>e bretheryn and sisteryn of pis 
fraternite, alle to-gedir shuln wend to J> e fornseide Chirche, J>er 
for to heryn, wcle and deuowteliche, a messe solempliche soungyn. 
And at j> e messe, alle J) e bretheryn and sisteryn shul offren oh., in 
J> e worchepe of god and of seynt Thomas. And pis gild shal 
haue foure mornspeches in p 3cre. pe first shal bene ]> e nest 
clay folowend }> e fornseid fest of seynt Thomas. p° secund shal 
bene Y' sorieday aftir seynt matliue. p e tlirid shal bene in J>° 
day of seynt Thomas in Cristmes. p° fourt shal bene J> e sone- 
day aftir ]> e fest of seynt Perncle. Also ordeyned it is, be assent 
of J) e bretheryn, to chese an Aldirman to reule J> e Company, and 
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The gild was 
begun a.d, 1376. 


The gild, all fairly 
arrayed, shall 
meet on St. 
Thomas’s Day, 
and hear mass, 
and make offer- 
ings. 


There shall be 
four other general 
meetings of the 
gild in each year. 


An Alderman shall 
be chosen, and 
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I' -• j 1 • nice*. 


be l«4Ki out. 


Ncv-cnmrr* Oiall 
]my kh 11 1. pi 
(*rh. 


If any Wcome 
| **t, or lune lo%s 
! % m«, or I v hrx*. 
or otherwise, lit Ip 
>Jia#l be glvt-n. 


A -*rnt to these 
ordinance*. 


NN‘a?w of l he 
Clerk and the 
I Kan. 


11 <■ i ripoing 
i re the ordiuirces. 


G vxb of the gil 1. 


four rknmMus to kt po p goodcs of p gildc, and also a tit in* to 
wumn p bnrtherMi nntl histinn, ns p manere is, mid also a 
Ckrkc to wryten mid ciitryn p p l Names and p nesscssarijs of 
)>• gild. Also it is ordeMiod for to fyndyn, at p fest of Estcm, 
on kandel of wj. pound of waxe, for to bmuie a-bout p scpulcro 
in y fornseide Chirehe of seynt Nicholas. And if any broker nr 
sistir of jus gild la* ded, |»c dene slial do J>e Thorehes comyn to 
yr Derive, and warnvn alio |»° gild bretheryn and sisteryn Ji l ben 
in town, to comyn and ofiYcn ob. at J> c * chirehe ; and what broker 
or sistir so comyn nout, lie slial 30110 ob. to Elmos for his soule. 
And if any broker or sistir be ded, lie shul liauc, of }>° propre 
katel of J>° gild, xxx. messes soungyn for his soule wMn )>° 
tliredd day. Also, what broker or sistir here oJ)ir any falshede, 
theftc, or wroung on hand, lie slial lesc p fraternite perpetucliche. 
Also ordeyned it is, }> l what man or woman p wille comyn in to 
}>* fraternite J>orow deuocion of J> 1 holy martir seynt Thomas, for 
to fyndyn, }><’ tyme comyng, p fornseide lyght, to p worchep of 
god and of seynt Thomas (be als meche as it may nout be found 
wt-out mennys Elmes and deuocion), lie slial payne v.s. Also it 
is ordeyned, be 011 assent of alle p Company, |)t what man or 
woman of )> s fraternite p falle in pouert, prow losse on p se, or 
prow fire or any mancrc otliir, solid of god, alle p bretheryn and 
sisteryn of Jus gild shul ben gadred in fere, and hclpyn hym wt 
a porcion of here katel, vp here powere. J)cis ordennauns were 
ordeyned be on assent of alle p bretheryn and sisteryn of Jus 
gild, to meyntene and fulfillyn pis forn stati^, to p worehej) of 
god and of seynt Thomas, to lestyn wt-outen elide. And p 
Clerke slial liauc for his trauaile, iij.s. ; And p dene, for his 
trauaile in p jere, xviij.c/. 

Be it open and knowen apertiliche vn-to 30W, be pis i>resentes, 
P we fulliche vndirstondend p lettres sent fro 3our Chauncryc 
vn-to vs, shewend and seyend on p manere, p we shuldyn send 
50W a kopy of our statu3 and p summe of our katel. We do 
30W to wetyn p ps is p very kopy of our stati^, and p xl is 
p ful summe of our katel, redy at our lord p kynges wille. 
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XVIII. 

[Gild of St. Leonard, Lynn.*] 

II e sunt ordinciciones Gilde sancti Lconardi Confessoris 

de Lynne. 

Tn honore sancti leonardi confessoris. In ]> e worchep of god 
alle-myghti, and of liis modir seynt mary, and of alle J> e holy 
company of heuen, and specially of }> u holy confessour seynt 
leonard, ]> s Gilde was be-gonne in Damgate in J> e toun of Lenne, 
Jjorow J> e deuocion of men and women, to fyndyn be-forn on 
ymage in [e Chirche of seynt Jame of lenn, in }> e worchep of god 
and of seynt leonard, on Candelle of j M. waxe, to brenne ouery 
festiuale day in [) u 3ere, a-forn j)C ymage of seynt leonard. Alle-so 
it is ordeyned, be on assent of alle ]) e bretheryn, J>at eueriche 
brothir and sistir shal offren at J> e Chirche of seynt Jame, on J>© 
soneday nexte aftir ]> e fest of seynt leonard, ob., in j> e worchep of 
god and seynt leonard. Alle-so it is ordeyned, be on assent of 
}> e brethren, to haue foure morspeches in [ e 3ere. pe firste shal 
bene ]> e moneday neste aftir J) e forseide soneday. And at JJ 
mornspeclie, Jjorow on assent of alle J? e brethen, to chesen an 
Aldirman, wise and able to reule J)° Company to }> e worchep of 
god ; and also foure men for to reseyuen and kepyn [> c katel of 
J) e Gilde ; and also on certayne Oficere to warnyn alle b e brethren 
to comyn to chirche; and also on clerke, to wryten J> e katel of j>° 
gilde. p e sccunde morspeche shal bene aftir ]> e Purificacioun of 
our leuedy. p© thred, aftir feste of Phelip and iacob. pe 
fourte, aftir Jj° feste of seynt Petre ad uincula. Alle-so it is 
ordeyned, be on assent of j)° bretlu’en, be als mechil as p° lyglit 
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Beginning of the 
gild. 


There shall be 
four general 
meetings every 
year. At the 
first, there shall be 
chosen an Alder- 
man, four 
Stewards, a Dean, 
and a Clerk. 
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c.n i) or sr. 1.1 on vnu, uxv, 
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cWk 

1 1 » rial ^ 


I« ca* I ^ bv 
m r r oil- r 
ra*«&.«p. I»lp »hnll 


If <k*th outvie 
th* t- »ti. the Ixxly 
*h*li he ft tchcd At 
co»t of the pld. 


I*raorcrs *1 ia 11 bo 
v bated m d com- 
forted 


Hel*b a^air *>t 
canon law, dial! be 
put out. 


Good-? of the £ihl. 


fornstitle no mttv nout be meuitenrd in |*° tvme for tt) come, 
cilery nun )» l vide \> l good dcuoeinn eoinvn in -to J>" Ifraternitc, 
slul pay iij.y. AIK* if any bruthir or bistir deye, |>° nldirmuii 
bind comantl |>° Oficerc to wnrnyn ulle |>° bretheryn ami sistcryn 
to bnng Jr° Cors to |»° cliirche, w 1 waxc breimend, and p' wuxe 
for to brenne in |i" I mho of sendee. And eucry brojdr and nistir 
bind oiTren at }> mes.se for y body ob. 5 L ‘fc an y brotliir or sistir 
of Jr* Company be in any misehefe, |>orow losse of )>e so, or any 
other myshappes, J>oro\v goodcs solid, y company slial ben 
gadored to-gedir and liclpyn liyin. ^ctc any brojur or sistir of 
y gild dye wMn a mile a-bouten, and haue nout whereof to bryng 
lmn to ]/* erthe, J>° Aldinnau and j>° gilde brethren shuln wend 
and bryng hym to j>° erthe on J>eire owe eostages. And if any 
brojdr dye wt-in y iij. mile aboutyn, y Aldinnau slial gon and 
berync hym, or ellis hyren a man of here costages to bryng hym 
to y erthe. pcrc slial no brojdr ne sistir sene othir in prison, y 
he slial coinyn and vesyteu hym, and comfordyn hym in his 
powere. Also, if any broj>ir or sistir of pis gild dye, he slial liaue 
xv. messes songyn for his soule. Also, what man or woman of 
pis gilde be rebel ageyne ]> c lawc of holy chirchc, lie slial lese J? e 
fraternite of pis gilde tide he come to amendment. 

Be it open to jow, be p s presentes, y we fulliche vndirstondend 
3our lettres sent to vs, scyend on y mancre, pat we shuld send 
jow a kopy of our static, and also )?c summe of our katel. We 
do 30W openlichc to wetyn, pat y summe of our katel is xxi.s, 
viij.c/., redy to our lord }> c kinges wille. 
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XIX. 

[The Gild of Young Scholars,] Lenne.* 

Hee sunt ordinaciones et consuetudines glide sancti Willelmi, 

Lenne Episcopi. 

Tn |>e worschip of ihesu crist, and of his modyr seynt marye, 
■*- and of J>e holy martin seynt Wiliam, a fraternite was be- 
gonne, in J>e jer of oure lord m’.ccc.lxxxo.iijo., of 3 onge scolers, to 
mayntene and kepen an ymage of seynt Wylyam, standyng in a 
tabernakle, in ])e chirche of seynt Margarete of Lenne, fyndende 
aforn J>e forseyd ymage vj. tapers of wax, brennende iche festiual 
day, to ])C worschip of god and of his modyr marye, and of 
seynt Wiliam J>e holy martir. 

Also afterward, men seende to ]>e deuocioun don in holy 
chirche, and hauende affeccioun to }>e holy martir seynt Wiliam, 
askynd jje fraternite, jeuende of here fre wylle, eueryche after her 
power, to mayntene and to kepen J>e forseyd ymage, withe ]>e 
liglitc, in J>e forseyd chirche, also longe as her catel myghte 
endure. 

pan afterward, be assent of J>e brejjercn, jernende to ben 
encresyd, to ]>e worschip of god, was ordeynd J>t what broker 
deyed of ]>e fraternite of seynt Wiliam, scliulde haue of [e 
godys of J>e gilde, withe-outyn any delay, xxiiij. messis to 
helpyng of his soule, and also, at }>c day of his beriyng, eueryche 
bro])ir, quiche myghte leeiTully, schulde come and gon w’ J>e cors 
to chirche, and offren as [>e maner is vsyd in J>e toun of Lenne. 

Also ordeynd it was, be on assent of ]>e forseyd fraternite, 

* CCCX. 65. Condition of what remains, fair; but fully one-third 
destroyed. 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 1383. 


Gifts in support 
of the gild. 


Burial services. 
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Thnw h^- aA* 
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A ccoa^' t «hal) \+ 
Lb»- rvudered. 


All the brriherro 
r • lo cl urch 
c« ouc dA« In the 
y nr, ami 1 ear 
man, *-»d mal f 

offering*. 


Mi* doers *hAll bo 
put oul of the gild. 


Officer* shall be 
chosen. 


)* 1 qunt bro)»ir folio in to pcruerte, l>o losso of |>o so, or nny mjs- 
lmjijH? of Jus won! 1 , lie schulde, foure Imhos in |>o 301*0, ben roloucil 
\> itho |'0 god\s of gilde, bo on as.sente of |»o brej*ercn, us |>ci suwen 
hero gotljs nnghte sullSsen. 

Also it was ordeynd, bo on assente of |>o forscyd fraternyte, 
for to linue a spekyng to-gedyr tlire tymes in J>e jer : J>e fyrst, 
|>o Sunday after seynt micaol J>e areaungyl ; |>c second, )>e son- 
day after )>e fest of |>o eonuersioun of scynte poulc; )>e )>ird, after 
|>e f«*t of jiliilij) and Jacob. In quiche dnyes J>e maister of J>e 
gilde, wij> on assent of }>e brejicren, schuldc sen } ^ J)C godcs of J>c 
gihle were spente and kepte vppe }>e askyng of )>e forscyd or- 
dynauncys, to J>e worschip of god and of his moder marye and 
of seynt Wiliam \>° holy martir. 

Also ordeynd it was, be on assente of J>c fraternite, J) 1 J>e 
genenil day schulde ben helde [yppori] )>e festc of reliques, in j)C 
cliirclie of seynt margarcte atte Lcnne. In quiche festc all []>e 
brcthcrcn] quiche inyghtc lceflully eomen, warned be )>e oflicer 
of }>c gilde, schulde come h\[lo a Aojnest place, honestliche and 
pcysiblyche to gon to }>e forscyd chirch, j^ere to herejA a messe 
in] J>e worschip of god and of seynt Wiliam, ofTerend atte messe 

as devocioun of ; and also, on )>e same day 

in special, to haue a messe of requiem for [}>e soules of a lle\ J)e 
bre})creu and )>c gode doers of ]>c forscyd gilde. And alle bre}>ercn 
[schul come to }us messe] of requiem, to offren. 

Also ordeynd it was, be on assente of ]>e brepern of ]?e 

liche were prouyd rebel ageyn J?e kyng, his lige lord, 

[imjbuxom a-geynes })e lawes of *holy cliirclie, schulde 

fauour and J)e benefis of J)C forscyd gilde 

kyng, and reconsiled be holy chirche, to his sta 

AJso ordeynd it was, be on assente of ]>q bre}>eren, 

man wyse, and a-vyse and profitabyl to 

a clerk, to wryten and entren ]>e name 

of \>o forscyd gilde ; and also 

and lecfFull vsages ordeyned 


* “be” was written before “holy,” but has been erased. 
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Also ordeynd it was 
messys, and oJ>cr costcs 

enerese of godys 

.... if he 

.... euericlie b 

seyl of 


as ]>e godes 


Also, for as myche as we weren beden, be vertu of )>e 

to certefyen 3 U of godcs and chatcux, we 

do 3 U to witen J>at J> e fraternite [quiche we] haue late be-gonne, 
hat3 dispent in \>e chirche of seynt margarete, to }>e worscliip 
of god and seynt Wiliam, aboute honest werkys named in )>e 
forseyd ordinauncys, j?e godes quiche han be 30uen of ]>e bre- 
Jieren comend into J>e fraternite, to be spent in J>e ordynauncys 
and J>e leefful vsages forseyd. Wherfore, as children in 3onge 
age, hopyng in tyme comyng to haue ben encresyd be help and 
counseyl of wyse men, oure godes han dispent as we han for- 
seyd ; no eatelle kepende, — trostende, as children, withe 3iftes to 
ben amendyd. 

Expliciunt. 


All the goods of 
the gild have been 
spent. 


We hope to have 
more gifts made 
to us. 


Johannes Goldsmyth est Magister et Custos Gilde supra- 
diete.f 


* In cases like the present, where a large part of the original has been 
destroyed, the blanks thus left will not be filled up, as it is impossible, 
where the words wanting outnumber those that are left, to restore the 
former with certainty. The blanks thus appearing in the print by no 
means equal what is lost in the original ; but they show how many lines, 
or parts of lines, have become irrecoverable. 

f These words are written in another hand and ink. 
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The pld mu 
begun a.d. 13CS. 


Three mot tings 
»luill be held eierv 
}ear, on 

named, or a.5 (he 
Aldtrman dull 
appoint. 


Every brother 
mu*i come to 
e^crv mot tin?, if 
able. 


The Dean shall bo 
fined if he fail to 
summon any. 

Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
dial) be fined. 


New-comers shall 
pay the usual 
house fees and 
cntrance-mOLcy. 


[The Siii pm axes Gild, Lynx.*] 

StakUa dc Gilda Exaltacionl* sanetc Crucis } vocata Ship - 
manrsyildc, dc Lcnn. 

Tn ye hon r of iliesu cryst of lieueiie, and of his modir seyntc 
marie, and of allc holy hahvyn, and speeialeke of ye cxulta- 
cion of ye holy crouch e, in septembre yis fraternite is funded 
and stabcled, and, be ye grace of god, cuerc more to lasten, in 
ye jer of oure lord a Thousand ccc.lxviij. And yis fraternite 
schal liane iij. morwcspcchcs be 501*0, and mo if it node be. Ye 
ferste inorvre-spechc xal be after ye drynek : ye toycr xal be ye sun- 
day after candilmesse day : ye thridde xal be ye suuday after 
ye Natiuite of sen Jon day, baptist. And if yese morwcspechyis 
bc-forn inemed be nouht holdyn at ye scrtcyn day a-sygned, ye 
aldirman xal hcldyn hem at wat tyme he set3 most profyte to 
ye gylde. And if any broycr be somound to any morwespeche, 
and he be in toune, and wil nouht conic, nc no leue haue of ye 
aldirman, he xal payc a pound of wax to ye lyt3» And if ye 
den fayle of hys somouns, he xal paye, for cucrilk broycr y fc is 
in toune and nowt somouned, iij.c/., but if he haue grace. And 
qwo-so be chosen in office of aldirman, and he for-sake his offyee, 
he xal paye, to amendement of ye gylde, iij. s. And qwo is 
chosen in office of skeueyn, and he for-sake ye office, he xal paye 
ij.s. And ye den, xij.cZ. And qwo-so cntrc3 in-to thys fraternite, 
he xal paye ye rytes of ye hows, at his entre, viij.cZ. ; y t is for to 
wetene, to ye aldirman, iiij.rf. ; to ye clerk, ij.cZ. ; and to ye den, 
n.d. ; and fynden two sufFysaunt borwes to make payment of ye 
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Masses for souls 
of the dead. 


Unruly bretheren 
shall be fined. 


catel for his entre in ye ferste jer. And if any broyer of yis Services for tho 

. dead, and offer- 

fratermte be ded in thys toun, ye den xal do come ye candelis mgs- 
of ye gylde to ye dirige, and wame alle ye gylde breyeren yt ben 
in toune to comyn, and go wit ye body to chirclie, and offfe yere 
an lialpeni at ye messe for ye soule. And if ani broyer be ded The bciiman shall 

. . summon all. 

wit-owten ye toun, ye aldirman xal do ye belleman gon for ye 
soule, and ye den xal somoune alle ye gylde breyeren, and don 
as it is aforn-iseyd. And qwo-so is somouned, and come noulit, 
lie xal paye, at nest morwespeche, to lyth, a pound of wax. And 
euerilke broyer of yis fraternite yt is ded, xal haue for his soule 
xl.A to messes. And qwo-so be rebel or vn-buxum ageynj ye 
aldirman, in time of drynck or of morwespeche, vnskylfulleche, 
he xal paye to ye lyht iiij A. of wax. And if ani broyer be rebel 
ao-eyns oyer, he xal paye iiiA". of wax. And if ani broyer of One wronging 
thys fraternite bere oyer ani falsed on haude, or wronge, and it nned, and shall 
may be proued, he xal paye iij.Zi. of wax, and sythen make pes 
to hym yt he hat3 trespased ageyn, be asent of ye aldirman and 
of men of ye counseyl. And qwo-so discurets ye eounseyl of ye Penalty for dis. 

J 1 . Closing the affairs 

gylde of yis fraternite to ani straunge man or wymman, and it of the &> ld - 

may ben proued, or xal paye to ye lyht ij. ston of 

wax, or lese ye fraternite tyl he may haue grace. And ordeyned The stewards shall 

render an account 

is, yt [ye catel of yis\ fraternite yt ye skeueynes xuln haue on eft 1 ' ^gooffs of the 
hande, it xal be deliuered to hem be suffisaunt borwes, and be y. ear ’ s profits, at 

7 the yearly general 

bryngen ye catel, wit ye encresement, at ^faity’to n bepaid 

ye general morwespeche, by-forn ye alderman and ye gylde their sureties! ° r 

[ breyeren . And none xal be rejbele or lettynge, so yt ye catel of 

yis fraternite in no maner be lessid, vp ye peyne, of ilk a ske- 

ueypne, of . . pound wax , or his bof\ wis for hym. Also ordeyned No gild-brother 

. L ’ , , . , , .. i . , shall give pledge 

is, yat no broyer ot yis Iratermte xal geue no wed an borw on or become surety 

for another, in any 

oyer in til no plase, for dette ne for plea or suit, with- 

J ' 1 out leave of the 

trespace, ne for non oyer cause, tyl swilk tyme yt he hatj Alderman and 


of yis fraternite, and to ye breyeren yt ben 


chef of ye counseyl. And ye alderman and ye TheAiderman,&c., 

. shall do their best 

And if yei moun nowt acorden hem, ye to adjust the 

quarrel; but, if 

alderman xal neuen liem leue to make \her suyt at commune unable, shall give 

° . . L . leave to make 

laiv.~\ And qwo-so do nowt as it is aforn iseyd, he xal paye to suit at law. 


fill 
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|*»v- - u »fVI l« 
ffc ■>» **t rvrrj 
* . tum\ rn 

x% • r i i <**■»« t if 
»«' >• \ao tUAiW. 

Th* &> -duunbcT 
«*•! *•• l«c entered. 


Nev.rrtnwn thal 
i*ear t« turn* i uun 
W» .r\! uaaoec* of 
the 6 iVi. 


New. comers rmut 
ur. *trtxke to come 
!• ll-e vmrly 
n**rti^o, if at 
botne, hi d mtLsl 
make tl*«.,r f^y- 


Tie I %-r> -hood 
>WI l>e kc j»t fur 
two >ear*. 


On death of a 
tr ‘her, all the 
rc»l •> -II )*> Mim- 
m-*ned, ar d shall 
come to the ner- 
vine in their livery, 
boo u. and make 
o^erinri. 


None shall leave 
1 1 r til the service 
is dune. 


Till Hill’ll \M-s r.iui, 

)C hht; n ston [of taut. And ontryn&l is, f ye aldirman] xal 
luiut\ rurro-ilk dii\ \vil jo dmiek h t<t}, ij. gulouns of ale ; ilk 
nvki[o» yn . j. #;# tloun ; »/• chrk } . . . . / and ye dtne, .... A nd] 
onh-Mird is \ l if mil broker of vis fraternite bo in pouertc, or in 
ani rn\«ch[ni/! so f he may nowt of hys owene /m/]pcn li yin- 

self, Min \al lie Ikii holpyn wit yc coinonn catel of 

yoren, nml wit here owyn catel if it node he. 

Also onl[c yned is, if cucnilk broycr of yis yyldr] xal paye to 

ye lylitj, for ilk a fare, vj.d. ; ami he 

ami maketj no fare, he xal pave, be jere, to am 

ye ale lytj, wit-outon leue of men of yc oflis 

ahlerman is chesen in liis oflys he xal 

fraternite and ye statuti.s y 1 ben 

.... qwan ye alderman is 

.... and alle ye men y* 

.... for to liclpyn and mayn 

.... ye oldc aldirman xal 

. . . . te make ani d 

not fulfiUyn it, he xal 

rysetj but men of oflys. And qwo-so 

fraternite, for to ben a broycr of yis gyldc, 

a broycr of yis fraternite, xal come euere-ilk a 3er, qwan lie is 

in tonne, same jere, and paye yerforc 

as ye ordinance is; and qwo-so do nowt as it is aforn iseyd, be 
xal pave, to amendement of ye [yilde], ij .li. of wax, or lese yc 
fraternite. Also y fc euereilk a broycr xal kepe hys hod of lyuere 

of yis gylde be two , v p ye peync for to 

paye two pound of wax, or lese ye fraternite. Al-so, if ani 
broycr of yis gylde be dede, ye den xal warn [alle ye] gylde 
breyeren yt be in tonne, for to takyn on here hodis yt ben 
ordeyned of lyuere for ye gyldc of ye same jere, and comen to 
[messe] and offere as it is aforn iseyd. And qwo-so is somouned, 
and come nowt, but if he haue leue of ye Aldirman, he xal paye, 
to [aittiftjdemcnt of ye gilde, j. pound of wax, or lese ye fra- 
ternite. And ordeyned is, yt ilk a broycr yt is in toune, and 
cometj to ye offrende, he xal dwelle to ye messe be don ; and gon 
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hom wit ye aldirman. And qwo-so make defaute, and do nouht 
as it is aforn-iseyd, but if he haue leue of ye aldirman, he xal 
paye a pound of wax, or lese ye fraternite. 

In festo sancti Dunstani, Episcopi, anno Domini M.ccc 0 . 
Lxxx m °. primo : — Ordeyned is,'yt if ani broyer of yis fraternite 
be ded witj-outcn ye toun of Lynne, yan xal ilk a broyer of yis 
fraternite yt is in yt place, xal comyn and gon wit ye cors to 
cherche, worchepefulleke, and offere yere an halpeni, and be yere 
tyl he be beried. And qwo-so do nowt as it is aforn-iseyd, he 
xal paye, to amendement of yis fraternite, ij. pound of wax, or 
lese ye fraternite. 

In festo sancti bartholomei apostoli, anno domini m°.ccc°. 
lxxxi j°. : — Ordeyned is, yt ani broyer of yis fraternite be dede in 
west Lynne, or in south Lenne, ye den xal do comen ye 
torches of ye gylde to ye dirige, and warnen alle ye gylde 
breyeren yt ben in toune, and gon and don as it is aforn iseyd. 

[Traces of two lines more are found on this return ; but 
nothing can be made out, save that the goods of the gild were 
there named.] 


Fine for default. 


A new ordinance. 
A.D. 1381. 

Burial service in 
the case of any 
brother dying out- 
side the town. 


Another new or- 
dinance, a.d. 1382. 
Burial service for 
those dying in 
West Lynn or 
South Lynn. 


&s 


►i -'ll.- 1 -M ex try 
y«*r. I *h«J» 
rx«rk ♦ r>*tl ^ r arc! 
»-i*r mu** come, 
u dcr j^abIiv. 


1 f*c. 


The Dean *L«11 be 
fitw!, if l»e fail to 
frUQ'XiHm am. 
New-eomers ul«all 
pay the imial 
I* ’U*e- fee*. 


S*rvic<» for the 
dead, and otfer- 

h.x. 


Penalty for be- 
*rayiu,< the affairs 
of the gjld. 


Officers chmcn, 

arxl not Mining, 
cJ oil be fined. 


XXL 


[Gild of tiik Nativity of St. John the Baptist,] Lenni-:.* 

Tn yc worchipe of iliesu crist of lieuen, and of liis dcr wortlii 
model" scynt marc, and of all hallowcn, and specialykc 
of yc Nutiuite of scynt Jonc yc Baptist, in quose worchipe vis 
fraternite is bc-gunnen, be yc sent of allc ye breyeren and systers 
of vis gildc, to liauc yrc mornspeches be ye 501*0. Yc fyrst sclial 
be ye next souneday after ye general day : ye secundc sclial lie 
ye souneday bo-forc hallomese day : ye yrc sclial ben ye souneday 
be-for Pentecost. Also, if anny broyer or sister be somonde to 
anny of yis mornspeelies, and he be in tone, and wil noglit come, 
ne make non atturne for home 1 , nc non leue axkcn of ye Aider- 
man, lie sclial pay, to amendement of ye lyglit, tli. poundc of 
waxe, hot if he liaue grace. And if yc deen faylith of his 
somonsc, for euery broyer or systcr, ].d. And wlio-so entres in 
to yis fraternite, lie sclial pay to yc ryglites of ye lions ; y i is 
for to say, to ye Alderman, j .cl.) yc clerk, ob . ; ye deen, ob. ; and 
to yc waxe, ob. And if anny broyer or syster of yis gilde be 
dede, ye deen sclial brynge ye candeles of ye gilde to yc dirygc, 
and warn all ye breyeren and systers of ye gilde to come oficrc 
wytli ye dede a cj r ., and a q r . to ye a lines. And lie y fc offers noglit 
for ye dede, he sclial payc, to amendement of ye lyght, j.d. And 
who-so be-wreys ye counseil of ye gildc to anny straunge man or 
woman, and hit may be prouid be anny broyer or sister of yis 
gilde, he sclial pay, to amendement of ye lyght, a pounde of 
waxe. And if ye Alderman be chosen, [anti for \ sake is office, 
he sehal pay, to a Amendement] of ye lyght, ij. pounde of waxe; 
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eiyer skyueyn, cli. pounde ; and ye decn, di. pounde of waxc. 
And if anny broyer or sister be dede of yis gilde, lie schal baue 
messes for his soule, of ye propere cattel of ye gilde, y* his for 
to we ten, xij. messes. And who-so entres in to ye chaumbre yer 
ye ale lyth in, and askes no leue of ye officers of ye gilde, he 
schal pay, to amendement of ye lyght, ycl., bot he haue grace. 
Also, ye deen schal haue for his travayle, be ye jere, vj xl . ; ye 
clerk, viij.c?. Also, ye skeueyns y l hath ye catel of ye gilde, yei 
schal fynde b or owes of ye catel, to bi'yng hit before ye Alderman 
and ye gilde breyeren and systers atte ye general mornspeche ; 
and if he do noglit, he schal pay, to amendement of ye lyght, ij. 
pounde of waxe, bot if he haue grace. And y* no man dxvelle 
longer in ye hous yer ye gilde his holden in, yen ye Alderman. 
He y* doth, schal pay, to amendement of ye lyth, yd., bot he 
haue grace. And ye Alderman schal haue, for his ffesse in tyme 
of clrynkyng, ij. galons of ale ; euery skeueyn a galon ; ye clerk 
a potel ; and ye deen a potel. Also, if anny broyer or syster be 
seke, in tyme of drynkyn, he schal haue a potel of ale. Also, if 
anny broyer or syster fallyth in pouerte, and may noght lielpe 
hym-selfe, he schal haue, of euery broyer and syster, atte every 
mornspeche, yd. And who-so entretj into yis fraternite, he 
schal pay for his entre ij.s., and fynde ij. borowes for ye catelle. 

Johannes -Tyringtoun 'j Sunt custodes dicte 

Eobertus Thornegge > gilde ; et habent, 
Willelmus fiolkarde J de bonis ejusclem,... 


Masses for souls 
of the dead. 


The ale-chamber 
not to be entered. 


Salaries of the 
Dean and the 
Clerk. 

The Stewards shall 
find sureties for 
the goods of the 
gild, and render an 
account at the 
yearly general 
meeting. 

No man shall stay 
in the gild-house 
after the Alder- 
man lias left. 


Allowances to the 
officers on feast 
days, and to sick 
bretheren and 
sisteren. 


Help to poor 
bretheren and 
sisteren. 

Entrance money. 


The stewards of 
the gild. 


GO 


F o r mr*ltf>4* 

»Ju I l« 1*M eifrj* 
Jtm r. to « hc^li nil 
n-*.t oncnc, under 

[ei-al: v. 


New-comer* *luill 

|«V tlie OMUll 

home foe*. 

AltendJinee At 
tncetir must be 
punctual. 


Services for the 
t\etu\ t and offer- 
ings. 


Miws for the 
KKlI. 

Suret'c* and en- 
trance money of 
new-comers. 


Allowances to the 
officers on feast 
day*. 

Help to the poor. 


XXTT. 

[Gild ok St. Thomas ok Cant i:r nun y,] Lexne.* 

Y 7 'esc l)di yc status off yc gyldc of seynt Thomas of cauntyr- 

bury. And ordeynyd it is, vat yis gylde slial liauc iiij. 
morwe-spcces be yc 3 ore. Yc fyrst morwc-spcche slial ben ye 
soneday next aftyr ye drynkynge : ye next slial ben ye soneday 
be-forn liahveinesse day : ye yreddc slial ben on ye soneday 
be-forn Laimnes day : ye ferde slial ben yc soneday bc-forn 
wyth-sounday. And lio-so ys somownd to yese morwc-specys, 
nnd yei ben in townc, and wil nowt come, lie slial pay, to 
amendement of ye gylde, half a pownd of wax. And who-so 
entrys in to y* fraternete, he slial pay to yc ryytys of yc lions; 
yat is for to say, to ye alderman, ).d . ; ye den, ob. ; yc clerk, ob.\ 
ye wax, ob. And lio-so komys aftyr prime be smytyn, he xal 
pay, to amendement of yc lyjtlic, yd. And what broycr or systcr 
of yis gildc be ded, yc den slial don ye candelys of ye gyldc to 
ye dyryge ; and cuery broycr and syster slial offeryn ij. q r tre 
and j. q r to yc almcs : and he yat offeryt nowt, lie sclial at 
yc next morwe-speche, to ye hclpynge of yc ly^tli, yd. And 
who-so be ded of yis gildc, he shal liauc messys for his soulc 
xxvj. And who-so entrys into yis fraternite, he shal pay to yc 
rjythys of ye lions, and fynde to Borwys of ye catel, and he 
slial payen for liys entre xl.cZ. And ye aldyrman slial liauc, 
cuery- day, to liys fyse, tyl yc drynk lastes, ij. galonys of ale ; 
eucry skeuen, a galon ; yc clerk, j. potel ; ye den, j. potel. And 
who yat fallyth in pouerert, and askyth helpc of yc gildc, cuery 
broycr and syster of ye gyldc shal gyue, every monvespeche, yd. 
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And who -so ys cho3yn in office of aldyrman, and he for-sake 
hys office, he shal pay, to amendement of ye ly3tli, ij. pownd 
of wax ; euery * skeueyn a pownd of wax ; and ye den di. pound 
of wax. And who-so be [seke] in tyme of drynkyng, he shal 
have o [ne galoun ] of ale. And who-so make any noyse [in 
tyme of <fr?/?i]kyng, wher-thorw ye breyere and [sister en shul 
be] greuyd, he shal pay, to amende [ment of the ly^th,] di. 
pound of wax. And ordcyn [yd it is, yat the skeueyns] shul 
brygge ye eatel of ye [gylde, atte general morwe-speche ,] be- 
forn ye aldyiman [and ye gylde breyeren and systeren,'] ope 

ye peyne of [ And yf ye] den falyeth of hys 

[somouns, he shal pay, /or] euery man and womman [ 

And who-so be-wrayeth] ye counseyl of ye gilde [to anny 
straunge man or womman,'] he schal pay, to amende [ment of 
the gylde, .. ..pound] of wax. And who-so entrye[s into ye 
chaumbre] yer ye ale lyggys in, wyth-oute 1 e[ue of ye officers] 
he shal pay, to amendement of ye lyght, di. pound of wax. 
And yat noman sitte lenger yan ye alderman, in payn of a 
pownd of wax. 


Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
shall be fined. 


Allowances to the 
sick. 

No noise to be 
made during feast- 
tiine. 


The Stewards shall 
render an account 
of the goods of the 
gild at the general 
meeting. 

The Dean shall be 
fined if he fail to 
summon any. 

Penalty for be- 
wraying the affairs 
of the gild. 


The ale- chamber 
not to be entered. 


No man shall sit 
at feast longer 
than the Aider- 
man. 


Ricardus Harpole 
Willelmus ffolkarde 
Johannes Patyrmak 
Rogerus Broun 


Custodes dicte Gilde, 
liabent, equis por- 
tionibus, de bonis 
dicte Gilde, xl.s. 


The Stewards, and 
the goods of the 
gild. 


* This word is written twice over in the original. 


f>2 


Th* ri) 1 

bcfc-un x .d. 15^. 


r**ur 

U * j \ be h< 4*1 tvcry 
)Mr; at each c«f ’ 
*1 *-li e\rry 
Wroti-rr ajx) d'ter 
I*) a I aif- 
t« '^arcls 
ina‘PU«iiti* a 
Ii t bumii^j 
<Viri < diMi.c 
fcen*- e. 


Tcnal ty f r not 
cornu.* to any 
mtttu.g. 


Tbe I Iran ►linll be 
fn-» *1. if be fail 
to Mjimnon any. 

Officer* f<liall 
cl.o-en by | icked 
men. 

Officer* cbo*en, 
ai‘d not aorving, 
ilia.l be lined. 

Sen ce* for the 
dead, and offer. 


XXT1I. 

[Gild ok St. Petek,] Lkxxe.* 

r Pliis ys yc stntii} of ye gyldc of ye holy apostyl sente peter, 
by-gunnyn in yc toune of Lennc, in ye wrehepe of god 
and of oure lauedi sente marie, and of yc holy apostyl sente 
peter, in yc yerc of oure lord M°.ccc mo .xx. nono.t And yisgyld 
selial hauc fourc morne-spechis in yc yer. Yc frist schal bene 
after ye drynkyng : ye secund selial ben ye sonday nest bc-forc 
mielmes day : yc thyrd selial be ye sonday nest be-fore candel- 
mes day : ye ford selial be ye sonday nest bc-fore sent austenis 
day in may. And at euery morne-speclic, euericlie broycr and 
syster yt longythe to yis gyld selial pey an lialpeny, to meyteyn 
wit-al a lytlic brennynge in ye cliyrche of sent Janie, a-fore ye 
yinage of sent peter, ye quile yut deuine seruisc is seyd in 
festiual dayys. And quo-so be somund to any mornc-speclie, 
and he be in toune, and wyl not come, nc make non aturne 
for liym, he schal a peny to yc lytlic. And if ye dene 
faly of hys somonis, he schal peyyn, for euericlie yt is not 
somonde, j. peny to y e lytlic. And eneril yere schal yc alderman 
clepyn up iiij. men of y G gyld, to chesyn an alderman, skyueyns, 
and den, yt ben profeth-abil to yc gyld. And if any of hem yt 
is sehosyn for-sake is oflyse, he schal peyyn to y e lythe : yt is 
forwetyn, ye alderman, j. pound of wax ; euericlie skeueyn, di. li . 
wax ; and yc dene, a quarter. And if any broyer or syster of y e 
gyld be ded, yc den schal do comcn y e eandclis to y e dyrige, 
and somon al y° cumpanye for to gone wit y° corse to chirchc 
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and offeryn. And if lie ne wil come, and he be in liele and in 
toune, lie schal peyyn, at nest morne-spech, to y e almes for is 
soule, ij. pens. And euericlie broyer and syster y* is ded of 
y e gyld, he schal liaue for is soule xx t; messis. And y e aider- 
man and ye skeueynis scliullyn do synge ye messis wit-in y e 
tliyrd day after he is ded, on y e perile of here soulis. And 
ordeynid it is, y* y e catel of y s gyld y e alderman schal delyuere 
to y° skeueynis, be sufficient borus to bryngyn y° catel ageine 
at y e general morne-speclie, be-fore y e alderman and y e gyld 
bretheryn, of peyyne of ij. li. wax. And y e alderman schal hauen, 
eueriche day y e qwile y e general drynkkynge lestyt, ij. galonis 
hale for is fees ; eueriche skeueyne, j. galon ; and y e den, j. potel; 
and y e clerke, j. potel. And quo-so enter into yis gyld, he 
schal makyn feythe to y e alderman for holdyn of yeyse statutis : 
and sythen peyyn ye rytliys of y e house ; y* is for wetyn, to y e 
alderman, j. peny ; ye clerk, j. peny ; y e den, ob., and to y e wax, 
ob. : and sythen mak god hys entrees, if y e cumpanye and he is 
acordid, or elis fyndyn borws to peyyn w^ynne certeyn dayis. 
And ye dene schal haue, for is traualye in y e 3 ere, vj ,d. And 
also ordeynid it is, y* qwat broyer or syster bere oyer ani falsed 

or ani wronge on hande, or and it 

may be prouyd be men of y c self gyld, he schal payyn, to y e 
reparaeion of y e lythe, di. li. wax. And qwat broyer or syster 
falle in pouerte, and may nout helpe hym-self, yanne sehullyn y e 
breyeryn and y e systeryn lielpyn liym of here almesse. 

3 is is y e vcrye copie of ye gylde of sent Petyr y e apostyle, 
holdyn in Lenc afore-seydc, wrytyn on y e feste of seynte hillari, 
Anno Domini millesimo CCC° octogesimo octavo. 

[A list of some names, with other memoranda, follow the 
above in the original ; but they have become entirely il- 
legible.] 


Any one not 
coming, if able, 
shall be fined. 

Masses for the 
soul. 


The Alderman 
shall deliver the 
goods to the 
Stewards, upon 
surety given to 
render account 
thereof at the 
yearly general 
meeting. 

Allowances to the 
officers on feast 
days. 


New-comers shall 
undertake to keep 
these statutes ; 
and shall at once 
pay the usual 
house-fees ; and, 
at the same time, 
shall pay the 
entrance money, 
or find sureties. 


The Dean’s salary. 

Any brother or 
sister wronging 
another, shall be 
fined. 


Help to poor 
bretheren. 


This is a true 
copy, and was 
written on 13th 
January, 1388 [9]. 


XXIV. 


[Gild ok tiik Pukikication,] Lk.nnk.* 


Tb» riW UmII 

Dhtl *• ( ** dio- 
dl} . m 4 )«>(>, 

km i> 4 m t t».rr* 

C'CTT 


( m il-.tl L« 
rd— • by pklcd 


* iflWn (hown , 

• i m D'~ t, 

tM U a*«iL 

f«*r U~o 
dead, *j>d offer. 

I r r» 


M &«*» f r the 
■HI I. 


I>imr>oe-moi ey 
c*f > c » -comers. 
Jl-lp to Uio*e In 
trouble. 


rnhys ys t lie Gylde of the Purifieacion of owre laucdy scint 
*- marie, byguunyn in the toune of Lenne, in the worehype 
of god ami of oure laucdy scint marie : and it schal hen holdyn 
on caudclmcs.se day. And thvs gylde schal linn iij. monve- 
spcchys he ycrc. The fyrste schal ben on seint Blasyes day : 
the sccounde schal be the soneday nexte after the feste of 
scinte Barnabc apostole : the thryddc schal be the soneday 
after the feste of scint Dyonisii. And eucry ycr schal the 
Alderman callyn vp foiire men of the gylde bretheryn, for to 
chesyn alderman and skyucynys that ben profitable for the 
Gyldc. And if any of hem that time chosyu forsake the office, 
he schal paye, to amendement of the Gyldc, xij.t/. And if any 
brothyr or syster be deed, the Deen schal do comyn the candelys 
of the Gyldc to the dirige, and eucry brothyr and systyr schal 
ofl’ere j.(j r . for Iiys soule. And eucry brothyr and systyr that 
deed ys, schal han, of the catelle of the gyldc, xl. messes, wyth- 
ynne the thryddc day after hyse deth. And who-so entre into 
this fTraternite, he schal paye, to the amendemeut of the gylde, 
xl.c/. Also, if any brothyr or systyr of this gylde be iu mescheef, 
eucry brothyr and systyr schal ycuyn hym iiij.c/. yclie ycr, tyl he 
may hclpyn hym-self. 


Tbe Ald-rmanartl 
; and tl»c 
gixxJj of llic £ild. 


Walter Glouere, Aldirman. 

Wiliam Gedyngton 1 Skeueynys ; and han 


Johannes Payabcle 
Bogcrus Folsham 
Willclmus Waltham 


in hande, of the 
catelle of the Gylde, 
xxxviij.s. viij.c/. 
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XXV. 

[Gild of St. Mary,] Lenne.* 

Tn ye worchippe of ihesu crist of heuene, and of his derc 
worthi moder seynt mare, and of ye Purificacioun, in 
quose worchippe yis fraternite is be-gonone. Be ye sent of ye 
breyere and ye systeres of ye gilde, to haue iiij. mornspeches be 
ye 3ere. Ye fyrst mornspeche schal be on ye general day, after 
mete : ye secunde schal be on ye souneday next after seynt 
Dunstoun day in may : ye yre schal be ye souneday next after 
seynt Mathew day : ye ferde schal be on ye souneday be-forn 
seynt Thomas day be-for Cristenmes day. And al-so if anny 
broyer or syster be somonde to anny of yis mornspeches, and 
lie be in toune, and wil noght come, ne make non att r ne for liym, 
ne non leue askyn of ye alderman, he schal pay, to amende- 
ment of ye lyght, di. pounde of wax, bot he haue grace. And if 
ye deen faylitk of his somonse, he schal pay, for euery broyer or 
sister, j .d. And who entres in to yis fraternite, he schal pay ye 
ryghtes of ye hous ; y* is for to say, to ye Alderman, j.cf. 3 ye 
clerk, ob. • ye deen, ob . ; and ye waxe, ob. And if anny broyer 
or sister of yis gilde be dede, ye deen schal brynge ye candeles 
of ye gilde to ye dirige, and warn al ye breyere and sistere to 
come ofter, wit ye dede a q r , and a q r to ye almes : and he y l 
offeres noght for ye dede, he schal pay, to amendement of ye 
lyght, j .d. And who-so be-wreys ye counseyl of yis gilde to 
anny straunge man or woman, he sal pay, to amendement of 
ye lyght, a pounde of waxe. And if ye Alderman be cliosyn 
and he for-sake is offece, he schal pay, to amendement of ye 

* CCCX. 203. Condition, bad. 
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Four meetings 
shall be held every 
year ; to each of 
which every 
brother and sister 
must come, under 
penalty. 


The Dean shall ho 
fined if he fail to 
summon any. 

New-comers shall 
pay the usual 
house-fees. 

Services for the 
dead, and 
offerings. 


Penalty for be- 
wraying the affairs 
of the gild. 

Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
shall pay a fine. 
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Ul luu Ip'l- 
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<*»• *. a*h| | • »*k 

M**l A- d 


H* S t* poor 
-mi A- d 
iblcrcc. 


I> lr»* * money 
And - nrtiefv. 


l\^ht, ij. |«umdo of \\n\e ; every skenyn, di. pound; ye den, 
|h>un«lt of u.iv And if nnny broyer or s)hter of yis gilde 
1> drd«, ln» mduil limit* uir**t * for his soldo of ye propere entel 
uf >o gilde. ) l is for to weten xij. messes. And wlio-so cut res 
in to \e chnuinhirc ycr >e ale lyth in, nnd nskes non leue of 
\t olTi^era of \ e gilde, lie seluil pay, to ainendement of ye lyght, 
j Wit he lmue grace. Also, ye deen sclml lmue for his trauuyle, 
he \e jtre, x j.c/. ; ye clerk, viij.t/. Also, ye skeuens y l lmth ye 
catalle of ye giW e, yci sclml fyml borowes for ye catalle, to bryng 
hit be fur ye Alderman and ye gild breycre and sisters of yis 
gihle ntte general morn^pcehc. lie y l do noght, he schal pay, to 
ainendement of ye lyght, ij. pounde of wax, bot if he have grace. 
And y l no man dwellc in ye hous yer ye gilde his holden in, 
longer yen yc Alderman : he y* doth, he sclml pay, to amende- 
ment of lyght, j.</., bot lie have grace. And yc Alderman schal 
hnuc to lii.s fesse, in tyme of drynkyn, ij. galons of ale ; eucry 
skeuen, a galoun ; ye clerk, a potel ; and ye Dcen, a potel. 
Also, if anny broycr or syster be seke, of yis gilde, in tyme 
of drynkyng, lie schal lmue a potel of ale. Also, if anny broyer 
or systcr of yis gilde fallytb in pouerte, and may noght lielpc 
hym-selfe, be schal lmue, of enery broyer or sister, atte ilk a 
inornspechc, a peny. And wlio-so entres in to yis fraternite, lie 
schal pay for is entre ij.*., and fynd ij. borowes for ye catalle. 


Robertas Thornegge, custos ejusdem [gilde], 
habet, de bonis, v.s. 


Goods of ll.e gild. 
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XXVI. 


[Gild of St. Katherine,] Lenne.* 


rpheyse ai’ne tlie ordinaunces of the Gykle of Seynt Katerine 
the virgine, of Lenne, ordeynyd be the assent of the 
bretheryn in the fyrste fundacion; that the brethere and the 
systres of the seyde Gylde, in the reuerence of god and alle 
halwyn, and specialy of seynte katerine, schulne fyndyn an 
candele brennennde, in the worchype of god and of seynte 
katerine, in the Chyrche of seynte margarete of Lenne ; where, 
euery feste of the seyde maydyn, alle the bretheryn schun corny n, 
and offeryn at the heye messe. And they schun holdyn, euery 
yer, foure dayes of spekyngges tokedere for here comune profyte. 
The fyrste schal ben the nexte day after the feste of seynt 
katerine : the secounde schal ben the soneday nexte befor the 
feste of seynt Gregory : the thrydde schal ben the soneday 
befor the feste of seynt Jon Baptiste : the ffeerde schal ben the 
soneday nexte aftyr the feste of seynt mychelle. And if any 
brothyr or systyr be warnyd to comyn, and wyle nought comyn, 
at ony of theyse dayes, he schal payen, to the amendemente 
of the wax, j .d. Also, quat brothyr or systyr schal comyn into 
this fraternite, he schal payen, to the sustentacion of this gylde, 
v.s., quanne that he may resonabely. Also, if any brothyr be 
chosyn in office of Alderman, or Skeveynys, and he forsake it 
with-outen cause resenable, he schal paye to the wax vj .d. Also, 
quat brothyr or systyr be deed with-ynne Lenne, the Aldirman 
of this gylde schal doon beryn ij. torches, foundyn of the comune 


A candle shall bo 
kept burning in 
the church of St. 
Margaret ; and on 
the feast of St. 
Katherine offer- 
ings shall be 
made. 


Four days of 
speaking together 
shall be held every 
year ; to each of 
which every 
brother and sister 
must come, under 
penalty. 


New-comers shall 
pay five shillings 
each. 

Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
shall pay a fine. 

Two torches shall 
be kept burning 
about the body 
of every dead 
brother or sister, 


* CCCX. v, 23. Condition, good ; but a corner destroyed. 


(.Ill) OK ST. KATm.lUNK, I.YNX. 


c\*»to, to the place tin re the ileul hoily is ynne, to hrennyn 
nU#ut\ti the IkkIv tlio tune of the tlirigo mul of the incsso, tyl 
the IkhIv in l>\ r\ iil r in worth) |»e of god and of seynt kuterine. 
AUo, ciurv broth) r nml s) >t\ r sclml ofl’eryn for the sonic, in the 
worth) i>o of ginl ami holy Chyrcho, yob . Also, cm ry brothyr 
nml Mbt)r that doveth schal ban xxx. messes, of the coniune 
nhucsse of tin s Gylde, for hyse soule. 


Petrus TajK'ser 
Willclinus Wodylle 
Ivobcrtus Schennan 
Willclmus Lowyk 
I\auulj)lius Watyiledere 


Sunt Custodes Gilde su- 
pnulicte, et habent in 
► manibus suis, do bonis 
diete Gilde, xxx iij.s.] 
iiij.c/.,equisi>ortionibus. 


Suinnm bonorum Gilde, xxxiijs. iiij.t/. 
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XXVII. 

[Gild op St. James,] Lenne.* 

Tn ye worehipe of ihesu cryst of heuene, and of his der worthi 
moder seynt mare, and of al halwen, and specilike of 
seynt Jame, in quose wyrschepe yis fraternite is be-gunnen. 
Be ye sent of alle ye breyere and systers of yis gilde, for 
to haue iiij. morn-speches be ye 3ere. Ye fyrst morn-speehe 
schal be ye souneday next after ye drynkyng : ye secunde 
schal be ye souneday next after halumesday : ye threde scbal 
be ye souneday next after Fastyngonge : ye ferde schal be ye 
souneday next after ye trinite. Also, if anny broyer or sister 
be somonde to anny of yis mornspheches, and yei be in toune, and 
wil noght come, ne make non att r ne, ne non leue aske of ye Aider- 
man, he schal pay, to amendement of ye lyght, cli. pounde of 
wax, bot he haue better grace. And if ye Den faylith of his 
somons, for euery broyer or sister, a peny. And who-so entres 
in to yis fraternite, he schal pay ye ryglites of ye hous : y t is for 
to say, to ye Alderman, a peny ; Clerk, ob. ; Den, ob. ; and ye 
wax, ob. And if anny broyer or sister of yis gilde be dede, ye 
Den schal brynge ye eandeles of ye gylde to ye Dirige, and warn 
al ye breyere and systere of ye gilde come ofter with ye dede a 
fardyng, and a fardyng to ye almes. And he yt ofter noght, he 
schal pay, to amendement of ye lyght, a peny. And who-so be- 
wreys ye counsel of yis gilde to anny straunge mon or woman, 
and hit may be prouid be anny broyer or syster, he schal pay, 
to amendement of ye lyght, a pounde of [wax], bot if, he haue 
grace. And if ye alderman be chosen, and he for-sake his office, 


Four meetings 
shall be held every 
year ; to each of 
■which every 
brother and sister 
must come, under 
penalty. 


The Dean shall be 
fined if he fail to 
summon any. 
New-comers shall 
pay the usual 
house-fees. 


Services for the 
dead, and 
olferings. 


Penalty for be- 
wraying the affairs 
of the gild. 


* CCCX. 227. Condition, very bad. 


< I! h <U s! J \M! s, MW. 




«* 


++* r*» • 


M-»» — # iV 

Mil «/ M» 4 ^. 


T u %«^ r 
M w 

«■ »i 


t • 

Iv- — •»— 

< ft 

1 >» 4 wx tl > «WI 

t r - Ml JlJ 
• i A • r^- 
** « ■— «» t at t».« 


\ * -wit *iav 

i* A - •>«-! *-~V 

»'*♦ r t»- i^Vniun 
U/ i^t. 

A *«• * t*. 0* 

•* ++••*(-** l. 
»U\ ., ft u ~ k 
Ir^'t l ®_d 


II *"» t*~ f** r 
brcJ « »-* and 


l-n'.ni' <r 
»<•. lurciw * 


1 • L.il jwiv, to mnrudciuoiit of ye lyght, a pounde of wax; 

uun •hcuonc, c/», pounde ; and ye Don, r/i. pounds of wax. 
And if nnm Immr or *Wcr be dcde of vis gilde, lie selml Imue 
un*n- for hi** soldo, of yo propcre cattel of ye gilde, y l is to 
witcn. \\x. nu*5«is. And whoso out it in to ye chnumhre yer yc 
nle 1 \ tli in, and a*kr s non lone of ye offecers of ye gilde, lie selml 
pav, to mm ink inont of ye gilde, a pony, hot if lie lmue grace. 
Also \ e den selml lmue for his travayle, be 3 erc, vj.</. Also ye 
clerk *elnd lmue for his trauayle, be yc jere, viij .<1. Also yc 
skuu ns y l lmue yc eatel of ye gilde, yci schul fyndes borowes 
for ye eatel, to bryngc hit t be-for ye alderman and ye gilde 
broycrc and systers atte general mornspechc ; and if yci do 
noglit, he selml pay, to mnendenient of yc lyght, ij. poundc of 
wax, bot if lie lmue grace. And y l no man dwellc longer in yc 
hous \\ r yc gilde is holden in, yen yc Alderman: he y* doth, lie 
selml pay, to amendement of yc lyght, ij.f/,, bot if lie lmue 
grace. And yc alderman selml lmue to his fessc, in tyme of 
drynkyn, ij. galouns of ale ; ever skeuen, a galoun ; ye Clerk, a 
])otd ; and ye den, a potel. And if anny broycr or sister of 
yis gilde be soke, in tyme of drynkyng, lie selml lmue a potel of 
ale. Also, if anny broyer or sister fallytli in pouertc, and may 
noglit belpc is-selfe, lie selml lmue, of ilke broyer and sister, at 
ilk a mornspechc, a peny. And qwo-so entres in to yis fra- 
ternite, lie selml pay [for is entre . . s.], and fynde ij. borowes 
for yc eatel. 


Tb* •irwarrl* and 
of ll * g -d. 


Johannes Tyringtoun i cjusdem gilde sunt custodcs, 
Johauncs Thorueggc / ct habeut, de bonis, xxxs. 
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XXVIII. 


[Gild of the Nativity of St. John Baptist,] Lenne.* 

rpliese am the ordenaunce of ye gilde of ye Natiuite of seint 
Johan Babtiste, founden and ordeynd ye 3ere of hour 
lord ihesu sr'.ccc. and sextene. ffirst, yere scliulen been holden 
yre morunspeche be ye ^ere. Ye first shal been ye next day 
aftere ye general day : ye secunde shal been ye Sunday next aftere 
ye fest of seint martyn : ye tridde shal been ye Sunday fowr- 
tenyt3 aftere hestern. And if ony brothere or sistere be somound 
to is morunspeche, and wil nouht comen, ne make non attourne 
for him, he shal paye, to amendment of ye li3t, ij .cl. And 
ordeynd it is, that eueriche yere, at ye general morunspeche, 
ye Alderman shal clepen vp iiij. men : and yei shul chesyn an 
Alderman, skyueyns, and deen, qweclie yat yei seen is most pro- 
fitable to meyntene ye gilde, to ye worschipe of god and of 
seint Johan. And if ony of hem yat is chosen, for-sake is office, 
and wyl nouht doon, he shal payen to amendement of ye li 3 t ; 
yat is for to witen, ye Alderman, ij .li wax ; eythere skyueyn, 
j .li ; ye deen, di. li Also ordeynd it is, yat ye skyuens shal 
hauen ye Catelle of yis gilde, shul fyndeen ij. sufficiaunt3 borwes, 
to brynge ye catelle, at general morunspeche, by-forn ye alderman 
and ye gylde bretheren, vp ye payn of ij. li. wax, to amendement 
of ye l^t; and, ofyr yat, yei shul pursu for her Catelle in qwat 
cowrte yat hem liste. Also ordeynd it is, yat eueriche nyth 
qwil drynkynd lastet3 at ye general time, yei shul lxaue ye 
preyeers for ye pees and ye state of holy chirclie, and for ye 

* CCCX. 82. Condition, fair; but nearly one- third destroyed. 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 1316. 


Three meetings 
shall be held every 
year; to which 
every brother and 
sister must come, 
under penalty. 


Officers shall be 
chosen by picked 
men. 


Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
shall pay a fine. 


The Stewards shall 
find sureties for 
the goods of the 
gild, and render 
an account at the 
yearly general 
meeting. 


Every feast shall 
be begun with a 
prayer. 
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The cfM ‘hall co 
to • • urch in pro- 
ce**km. on the 
dar •' their yearly 
general meet in?, 
**»d W^r iu&h, 
and make offer* 


| i .*nl \ t\ state of loud ; ami \cr-qwile slml yc C.mdelle yut 
li.u^t; to \ t gilde limimn^r; ami qwat man ninkrt^ oiiy liowso 
in \ t time, Ik* pIkiI juiw\ t * » \e nmemlement of y° li/.t, ij.f/. Also, 
qw *it bn»\ i rv or sUt« re <lt > e of \ is gilde, ye deen slial do come ye 
Cndille to ye Dirige, and warn alle ye breyoivn and sis teres 
\ at \<rto longttj, for to ben redy to beryn him to eliirelie, 
and otTivn an oh . for is sowle ; and if lie duotj [nout ji/'Jat 
is a forn seyd, lie slial pave, to a-mendement of ye lytj, di. li. 
wax [//?// if hr] banc a resonable cxcusaeiomi. Also qwat 
brovere or sistcre entretj yis < yildc , hr] slial make feytb 

to \e alderman to meynten yeis ordinann[c^, and shal ]>ayc 
all thr] rites of ye lions; as is f<n* to-witen, to ye Alderman, ij.t/. 
[fo cuerichc skyuryn , j.d. ; to yd clerk,] ].d . ; to ye deen, ].d . ; and 

svtlien jmve for his entre 

ded, or elles fyndeen borwes for to p«yen in ee 

be ded of yis gilde, lie sclial xxx. messis for 

50 me^sis slml been songen w* 

slial bam 11 for is fees be 3c 

ueyn a galonn ; ye Deen a 

And if ye Deen falictj 

and sistere yat is in 

and sistere slial pay 

ye worsipe of god 

noman be rebellc 

ne non gilde broycr 

peyne of di. li. w ax 

ye seine lytj yat is a 

songe is seyd in fcstiual dayes 

[Also, orjdcynd it is, yat euericlie broyere and sistere slial 
be redy at yc bous qwere yat he gilde is lioldc, on ye general 
[day], for to go to ye cbirclie, ij. and ij., w fc ye alderman to- 
gedere, and here ye tnesse in ye worsipe of god and of scynt 
Johan, and oflTren, and also ban a ojere messe for ye soules of 
hem yat been dede, and ofTren also ; and qwat man or woman 
be fawty, he sclial paye, to amendement of ye U^t, di. li. wax, 
but if be bane good excusacioun. And qwat brothcre or sistere 


BISHOP^ LYNN. 


7 3 


falle in pouerte, he shal be holpen w* ye catelle of ye giklc, 
be ye ordinaunce of ye Alderman and of ye gilde breyeren. 

Thomas de Hylburgheworthe, 

Skynner, Alderman. 

*Ista est certificatio statutorum gylde Sancti Johannis Bap- 
tiste, villc Lenne episcopi. 

Ricardus Crambudiges habet, de catallis dicte gylde, xx.s. iij.e£ 

Item Ranulfus de Dynton, xx.s. iij .d. 

Item Adam de Smitton, xx.s. iij.c?. 

Item Johannes de Bambrygges, xx.s. iij.cJ. 

* What follows is written in a different hand from the foregoing 
ordinances, and with an ink so faint that the names, and several of the 
words, are barely legible, though the sums put after the names happen to 
be quite plain. 


Help to poor 
bretheren and 
sisteren. 


Goods of the gild. 


XXIX. 


[Gild of St. George the Martyr,] Lexne.* 


Tb# r d in 

l«e*c, A D. lrd. 


\ p* *iuUl l*> 
t *l k (•• imt at 
U- aJIA/ ' M. 


Catk) W and 
t rd«M »1 iaU b« 
f -ind, to b**m 
*c n » 

And At bunali. 


Serrlot* f r the 
dead, a- d 
c/ihrv p. 


rpliis nVatcrnvtc is bc-gouncn in J)C worship of Jhcsu Crist 
1- of licucn, and of his inodir scint mary, and specially of 
Seint George J >e martir, in pe tounc of Bisshopis Lenne, pc 3 ere 
of oure lorde m^ccc.lxxvj. And pis flraternitc is be-gonuen in 
pis atent; to fynden a Presto to syngen atte auterc of Scint 
George in )>e chircheof Scintc inargare of Lenne be-forc saide, in 
pe worship of god and pc holy martir, and for alle pe brethir 
and sistrin J) 1 to pe flraternitc longes. Alsof ordeynd it is, 
p l pe seluel brethcren and sistres shal fynden v. candelles, 
brennand a-forn pej same autiere in festiualc dayes, while )>at 
diuine sendee is saide in J>e chirehe. And also ordeynd it is, 
pay shul fynden iiij. torches, flbr to brenne pe principal day at 
inesse, and at exequises of cuery brothir and sistir pat dies, and 
her inesse is in doynge, and to pe body be boren to }>e biryinge, 
if it be pere present. And also ordeind it is, pt what 

brothir or sistir so be deed of pis flraternitc, pe aldirman 

shal do comen pe Dcen, and warne alle pc eompaignyc pat 
longen to pis fraternite, man and woman, pat is wMunc pc 
tounc, to come to pc cxsequics of hym or of hir pat is deede, 
whethir-so it be, and bene redy to beren hem to pe chirehe, 
and for to ofTren for pe Soule as pe manere is to done for 
pe deede; and what man or woman so faille, shale pay j .d. to pe 

almcs for his soule, and di. pounde of wax to pe inayntenance 


* CCCX. 90. Condition, very bad ; and destroyed in several places. 
+ This word is, by mistake, written twice in the original. 

X Thi3 word also is written twice in the original. 


GILD OF ST. GEORGE THE MARTY It, BISHOP’S LYNN. 
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of J>e l^t. Also ordeynd it is, J>at what brothir or sister die Service shall be 
owte of toune, als-sone as }>e aldirman may wit it, he slial, be be brother'orslster 6 

1 . have died outside 

deen, do comen J>e compaignye to-gedre J>at is wMnne J>e toune, the town, 
and done lielden a messe solempnely atte autiere of seint Geoi’ge 
afore-saide, w* |>e l^t afore-saide, and euery brothir and sistir 
shalle offre, atte .selfe messe, as Jxm; )ic body were }>ere present, 

V P } ,e payne a[/o?*]e-saide. And also ordeynd it is, b* what Masses for souls 

it* . , . of the dead. 

brothir or sister so be deed of Jns ffraternite, [he\ shal haue 
saide for his soule lx. messes, of J>e preste }>at logos 1 to J?e ffrater- » (sic.) 
liite, \_sone\ so he is dede, specialliche, and afterward to bene had 
in memorie w* otliir b* \bene\ deed aforne. Also ordeinde it is, Help to poor 

. . bretheren and 

]?at what brothir or sistir so falle in pouerte [p he can ] noi^t sisteren. 
helpe hym-selfe to leuen resonably, ]>an shal eueryche brothir 
and [sister ]?a<] is of powere, atte euery morunspeche, pay an 
ob. to lielpen hem w* Jj* is ffallen [so in pouerte\. And also 
ordeynd it is, bat bis ffraternite shal han iiij. morunspeches by Four meetings 

. shall be held every 

[ b e xere, in tim\e bat is profitable to be worship of god and year; to which 

Lr - > ’ J/ r r l o every brother and 

saluacioun of be ffraternite. [p e ferste shal be] be feste of seint sister shall come, 

' . ’ under penalty. 

marke next after jte feste of seint George. pe [secunde shal] 
bene J>e Sunday next after be natiuite of seint Johan Baptiste, 
pe [b rid shal 6 ]e b e sonday next after b e feste of seint 
ffathe b e virgine. And [be fourt shal\ be b e Sonday next 
after be feste of be Purificacioun of oure lady marie. [ And 

euerich brot\ hyr or sister b a t is somonde, and is in toune, 
and come nou3t, bot if he haue [ resonabel excjusacioun, he 
shal pay, to b e amendement of b e li^t, ij .cl. And also or- 
[deynd it is, b 1 ] atte general morunspeche, in be feste of Seint 
marke, b e aldirman shal [eleven urA viij. menn, and bay viij. officers shall be 

J # L chosen by picked 

shall cliesen an aldirman, skyueyns, clerk, and [dene, \o\ bat ]>ay raen - 
seen ere most profitable for to gouerne be ffraternite to be [wor- 
ship of god and of seint George. And what man so is chosen officers chosen, 

° ° and not serving, 

in office, and for-sake it, he shal pay to maytenance of be li^t ; shun pay a fine. 

b 1 is for to witen, be Aldirman, ij lib. wax; euery Skyueyn, j .lib.; 

be Clerk, j. lib. ; and be Deen, di. lib. Also ordeynd it is, bat be Allowances to tho 

officers on feast- 

Aldirman shal haue, iche ny3t while be gener[al] drynkyng lastis, days, 
ij. galouns of ale for his fees ; every Skyueyne, a galoun ; be 


(.Ill) 01 *>T (ildlini. TIIK MAKTYIl, 


;r. 


. . . , . 


•** # l %»4 v«| I r 



• *«r l> 


Th* i < 4 t#<* 

l* 

* «*<d 


Tbr M» Mrd« 4m] 1 
9*4 m* \m* i -r 
t-^ r** 1 * •* e*# 
c** 4 »«A rctxUr 

AW | at {»* 

rco^rxl 


I '»r i fmit aha!] 

I w l«rv» * w*th * 
pnntr . iherild- 
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t*w t an there 
umX -| no r>o4k« 


.Vev.coa »r* onlr 
at the 

}mrh (r» cral 
rofflt-f. And hr 
»we< t of All ; «at 6 
r^od men from 
t» e cour tnr. 

New -comen ^hjill 
und* ruke to keep 
t* e “rd* nance*. 

A»-d OiAll pav the 

umjaJ lou*e fro*. 
aj »*-iI a« eritrance- 
roo*.cr. 


I f any quarrel 
»w, it mint he 
toW to the Alder 
man. who *1*1) do 
h* best to settle it. 

A 1’ ren-hood 
fhall 1* fetclierl 
}<* re the mr-et- 
lnr*. and ihall be 
foid for ; and 


Oh rkn, a gnloun ; p' Pecn, a potdle. Also ordeynd it is, pat 
t urrjT hr broth ir and nistir p longes to J>e fTraternitc slml he redy 
ntto |v gt acral day, atte lions pit is assigned for J>c fraternite, for 
to gone, ij. nml ij. to-gedre, worshipfully to |>e cliirche, wt |>c 
Ahlinnnn, for to heron messe and enensonge, and at to general 
rno*so for to ofTre in worship of J>e holy martir, and atte ines.se 
of Requiem ilke for hem pat hen deed, vp j)C payno of di 
lib . wax. Also pat no brother no sister nc simile discuse )>e 
conn ceil of |>is fraternite to no stmnngere, vp |>e payne of for- 
fiture of p? fraternite for enennore, hot if lie liaue grace, if it 
may he prouet resonahely he hrethcren of [J>m /m]ternite. Also 
)>e skmcvns |>at slial liaue J^c katelle in hande, slml fyndc [svjji- 
eiaunt] horwes to sane J>c catelle atte gencralc niornnspcche to )>c 
fraternite, vp J>e [time of her .sejmhlynge. Also, atte general 
tyine, while J*e drinkyngc lastes, eneryclie nyjt, [afore \e feste,] 
}>c clerk slml stonden vp and done pees hen in }>e house, 
while p he says] )>c hedes for pe state of holy cliirche and 
p? state of |>e lontle, wt j>e li3t \brcnnincie] p longes to }>e com- 
paignye. And what limner of man pat make noise or janje- 
lyngc iu pe tyme, he slml pay ij.< 7 . to }>c amendement of ]>c 
li}t. Also, )>ere slml no man no woman entre in to Jns ffratcr- 
nite, hot atte general morunspeche, he }>e assent of J)e aldinnan 
and alle }>e gilde hrethcren, hot ilT it be ony man of Centre pat 
is k no wen of gode conversacioun. And what man so entre in 
to ps fraternite, sone so he is comen in, he shal take his charge 
of p 3 aldirman, vp his fcytlie to kepen J^ese ordinance a-fore 
sayde vp his my3t, and paien his fees, \>at is for to wyten, ij.c/. 
to \)Q aldirman ; j .& to J)e wax ; j.cZ. to J)e clerk ; and j .d. to J>e 
deen. And sethen, for his entrees, xiij.s. iiij.c/., or elles fynde 
horwes to pay it wt-ynne ccrteyne dayes. Also ordeynd it 
is, pit what man so he greued wt ojier, he shal warne ]>e aldir- 
man );er-of ; and lie shal done his bisynes to acorden, if he 
may, wt his hrethcren ; and, if lie may nou3t, p r sue )>e lawe 
where hem list. Also ordeynd it is, pat euery brothir Jmt is of 
powere shal come, ilke [a daye], and fecche his hoode of lyuere 
of }>e gylde, and pay }?er-fore, vp p) peyne of of wax to 
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J>e amendement of j>e li}t. And euery brothir shal liaue on liis 
[ lyuere hoo \ de atte euery morunspechc, and atte biryinge of bis 
brothir or sistir, whejiir \it be, up j?]e payne of di. lib. wax. Also 
ordeynde it ys, }>* what brothir or sister trespas [aynes] yes 
ordenaunces thries, and j>er-of ben amercie by J>e bretheren, he 
shalle lese ]>e fraternite for euermore, hot if he liaue grace. And 
)>e Clerk shal liaue for his travaille, by 3ere, iij.s. iiij.d ; and ]>e 
deen, ij.s. 


shall be worn at 
every meeting, 
and at every 
burial service, 
breakers of the 
ordinances, after 
three tines, shall 
be put out of the 
gild. 

Salaries of the 
Clerk and the 
Dean. 


Johannes Palgraue, Aldirman 

Nicholus de Suttoun 
Rogerus Pynchebek 
Stephanus Stenyo r 
Johannes Lakynghythe, Cotoller 


Scabini ; et ha- 
bent, in mani- 
bus eorum, de 
bonis dictegilde, 
equis portioni- 
bus, iij^i. iijs. 


Officers of the 
gild, and goods of 
the gild. 
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XXX. 


lb* *1 ni 
*«»u* a n. 1372. 


I' -*r nwtii-r* 

U bc4d ev*nr 
j<#r. I ai^i c f 
»l*‘ r*«*n 
br< ti-r and ii'Ur 
*±-*-1 rocDt, under 

ptnaltr. 


The Dean dial! b« 
Pncd, if he fad to 
»umm *n anr. 

or-n eho**n, 
and cot *rrviu£, 
ahaJI jav a hue. 


New-comers doll 
|av tl e uhioJ 
iKxme-fee*. 


Service* f r the 
dead, and 
oCTenngs. 


ifa«*r^ f r M’M* 
of the dead. 


[C»i Li) or St. John IbvmsT,] Li:nn Kim, scon.* 

I n ye worschepe of iliesn crist, and his moderc seint marie, 
mul of alle halowen, and specialli of seint .Tolian Uabtyst, 
of qwmn vis fraternitc is founden and stnbeled in yc jere of 
hour lord ihcsu mIccc^lxxij. And y is gilde sliaJ liauc foure 
morwe-speches be ye 3 ere. Ye first shal been on yc self day : 
ye secunde shal been on Johan Day, in Cristemessc : ye yriddc 
shal be ye Sunday after hestcriday : ye feerdc shal been yc 
Sunday after missumm r day. And who-so is somound to ani of 
ycis morunspeches, and lie be in tounc and in hole, and lie wille 
noulit come, ne make attournc for bym, he shal pay di. li. wax. 
Ami if yc deen faile of is somouns, he shal paye, for ilk broyere 
and sistere yat is noulit somound, j .d. And who-so is chosun in 
offices of alderman, and lie for-sakc ye office, he shal pare ijJo 
wax j and cythere sk[c?*]eyn, j .li. wax; and yc elerke, di.li. 
wax, if he be a broyere ; and ye Deen, di. li wax. And who-so 
entres in to yis fraternitc, he shal paye yc rytlies of ye hous; 
yat is to wyten, to yc alderman, j d. ; to ye clerk, j. ob. ; to ye 
deen, j. ob. ; to ye wax, ob. And if ani broyere or sistere of 
yis gilde be ded, ye Deen shal do comen yc candelles of ye gyldc 
to ye Dirige, and warn all ye gyldc breycren and sistcres to come 
and go wytli ye cors, and oflyr a ferthynge; and who-so come 
noulit to ye ofirend, he shal paye, at ye next morunspeehc, j.d. 
to ye alines for ye sowle. And euerilk broyere and sistere of 
yis gilde yat ded is, shal liauc, of ye propre eatcllc, x. messis, 
w l in ye viij. daves after yci been ded, vp payn of xl.d. And 

* CCCX. 12. Condition, fair; but a piece destroyed. 
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also who-so is rebel ageyns ye alderman, or ageynes sistere or 
bretheren, in tyme of drynk, or of morunspeche boldun, he shal 
pay j . li. wax vp g r ce to ye l^t. And who-so discuret3 ye couuseil 
of ye gilde to ani straunge man or womman, he shal paye j.Zi. 
wax to ye li^t. And qwo-so jangle in time of drynk, or of 
morunspeche holdun, and ye Deen comaund hem be stille, and 
he wilnouht, he shall pay di. li. wax. And ye alderman shal 
have a galoun of ale ; eythere skyueyn, a potelle ; ye deen, a 
potelle ; ye clerk, a potelle. And ordeynd it is, y t ye Skyveyns 
schulloun haue ye katel hon hand. Yei shal fynden sufficiaunt 
borwes to brynge ye catelle, w 4 ye encresement, at ye general 
morunspeche, be-forn alderman and ye gylde breyeren, vp payn 
ij. li. wax to ye 1^3, or her borwes for hem. And ye Deen 
shal haue iiij.c?., be ye 3 ere, for is trauaille. And ye clerk, yj.d 
and her fees. And yat noman sit3 lengere 3an alderman, ne 
dwelle in ye hous but men of office, vp payn di. li. wax to ye 
lyt3. Also, qwat broyere or sistere yat comet3 aftere prime be 
smeten, he shal pay ].d. to ye ly t^ 3 and prime shal be smet3 ij. 
howres aftere noon. And ilk a broyere and sistre shal pay, ilk a 
morunspeche day, ob., to meynten a Candelle brennyng a-forn ye 
ymage of seint Johan, in ye chirche of seint Jame, on sundayes 
and oyere holydayis, qwil yat seruice is in doynge. And a odyr 
ob. [to the encrese ] of ye catelle and for ye ale. Also ordeynd 

it is, bi al ye s yat yis gilde shal be 

offred in ye chirche of Seint 

owten heende yeise ordinaunce for to be kep 

to ye alderman qwan he entret3 in to 

breket3 hem, he grawnt hym self, for 

but if he haue grace. 

John de Essex, taly 

Thomas of Cressyngh .... 

Adam of Smitton 

Thomas Peddere 


There shall be no 
quarrel during 
any feast -time or 
meeting. 

The affairs of the 
gild shall not be 
disclosed. 

No jangling shall 
go on during feast- 
time or meeting. 

Allowances to the 
officers on feast- 
days. 

The Stewards shall 
have the gild 
goods, and shall 
find sureties to 
render an account 
of these, and of 
the profits, at 
the yearly general 
meeting. 

Salaries of the 
Dean and the 
Clerk, 

No man shall stay 
in the gild-house 
after the Aider- 
man has left. 


A candle shall be 
kept burning 
during service- 
time. 


Moneys shall be 
paid towards the 
gild stock, and 
the ale. 


Officers of the 
gild. 


XXXI. 


[Gild ok St. Thomas ok Cantkkhuhy,] Lk.n.v Ekjscopi.* 


V • r mwvnin 
fthall be btkl fverr 
; lo which 
t' try brother and 
abirr titaH cotnc, 
under fcniltv. 


New -comer* must 
find sureties for 
ftnment of 
en t nuice-raoney. 

Tlic house- fees 
must be i -aid at 
once. 


Serv ice for the 
dead, and 
offering. 


If any one belie 
anotlier. he shall 
be fined. 


T n yc wurehepe of ihesu crist of licuene, and of his model* 
^ scintc marie, and alle ye compauie of lieuene, and also 
gpccialike of ye translaeiouu of seint Thomas of Cantewarbiri, 
for quose wourchipc yis fraternite his bi-gunnen. And yeise 
ben ye odynuunse of yis gilde. Yat men scholen liolden fonre 
morspeches in ye jer. Ye friste sclial ben on ye general day : 
ye secunde schal ben Sunday next be-for yc feste of seint miehel: 
ye thridde schal ben ye day of seint thomas after cristemese : 
yc ferde schal ben ye next Sunday bc-forn Pentecoste. Also, if 
any bro;er or sister be in toune, and be warned, and wille nouht 
comen, ne maken non attourne for him, ne no leue asken of 
ye alderman, he schal payen i.d. to ye lite. And qwo-so entre 
into yis fraternite of yis gilde, he schal fynden borwes to payen 
for is entre as he is a-corde with ye companye. And sytlieu ye 
rythes of ye hous sone so he comen in; to ye Alderman, i.d . ; 
to ye clerk, ob . ; to ye wax, ob . ; to ye den, ob. And if ani 
sister or broyer be ded of yis gilde, ye den schal bryngen yc 
candeles to ye dirige, and war nen his breyern to comen and 
ofren here ob. atte chirche for ye soulc ; and he y t comet nouht 
to ye ofTrende, schal payen ob. atte next morspeche, to ye clmesse. 
And if any broyer or sisterc maliciouscliche, or dispisantliehc lie 
on his broyer or on his sister, in wreeche, in present of ye 
Alderman and of ye gilde bretheren, schal payen, to amende- 
ment of ye lyte, alf a pownd waxehe. And qwlio-so be rebel 
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of his toungc a-jeiu- ye alderman, or dispise ye alderman ye 
time yat he holdcn here mornspeche, schal payen, to amende- 
ment of ye lyte, alf a pound of waxse. And if ani broyer or 
sister here his breyer or sister falsed on hande, and if it may 
ben prouid by ye gilde breyeren or sisteres, schal paye, to 
amendement of ye lite, ij.cA And qwho-so bc-wreye ye conseil 
of yis gilde to ani straunge man or woman, and it may be 
proued be ye gilde breyeren or sisteres, he schal payen, to ye 
mendement of ye lite, a pownd of waxse, or lesen ye fraternite 
for euere-more, but he haue grace. And if ye alderman be 
chosen, and for-sake ye office, he schal payen, to amendement 
of ye lite, a pownd waxe : eyjer skyuen, alf a pownd waxse : ye 
den, a qwatteer. And if any broyer or sister be ded, schal 
hauen his messes for ye soule, of ye propre cattel of ye gilde, 
xxiiij. messes. And who-so entre in to ye chambre yer ye ale 
lithe inne, wiht-outen leue of men of officis, schal paye, to 
amendement of ye lite, ij .d. Also ye alderman schal hauen, be 
ye 3ere, for his officis, to galones of ale ; eiyer skyuen, j. galon ; 
ye den, j. potel. Also, ye skyueyns of ye gylde yat hauen ye 
catel in hande, scholene fynden borwes to ye alderman, for to 
sauen ye catel, and for to bringe it forht at ye general mor- 
speehe, wyht-outen ani lettyng : and if yei do nouht, yei scholen 
payen, to amendement of ye lite, ij. li. waxse. Also yt noman 
come be-forn ye alderman and ye gilde breyeren and sisteren, in 
time of drynk, in tabard ne in cloke, ne barleges, ne barfote ; 
[and if Ae] mowe be wyst, schal paye, to amendement of ye 
lit 3 , j .d. And [qwho-so\ make ani noyse in time of drynk, or in 
tyme of mornspe[c/te holden], and wil nouth be stille, ye aider- 
man schal don taken him [ye yerde ; and | if he wil nowth 
rescyuen, he schal payen, to amend e[ment of the litf[, iij.cA, or 
lesen his fraternite for euere-more, but he [ haue grace. Also 
yat ] noman slepe in tyme of drynke, ne late ye cvp[pe stonde 
nere him, vp\ ye peyne of yd. Also y* noman duelle in ye hous 
[after yat ye] alderman rised, but men of office ; and if yei don, 
[yei schul paye, to amendement ] of ye gilde, eueri persone yd. 

And if ani broyer 

6 


If any one is foul- 
mouthed to the 
Alderman at any 
meeting, he shall 
be fined. 

If any one wrong 
another, lie shall 
be fined. 


Penalty for be- 
wraying the affairs 
of the gild. 


Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
shall be fined. 


Masses for souls 
of the dead. 


The ale -chamber 
shall not be 
entered. 

Allowances to the 
officers on feast- 
days. 

The Stewards shall 
find sureties for 
the goods of the 
gild, and render 
an account at the 
yearly general 
meeting. 

None shall come 
to the feast in a 
tabard, nor in a 
cloak, nor with 
legs bare, nor 
barefoot. 


If any one make a 
noise during the 
feast, he shall do 
penance by 
holding the rod, or 
else pay a fine. 


No one shall sleep, 
nor keep the ale- 
enp to himself. 

No one shall stay 
in the gild-house 
after the Alderman 
has gone. 
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II -f x 

W>* -♦* A* I 


it'liatl i n« ri lm^cr ami bi*Ur jmyiic of 

j ft r\ AUo 

del of \\ a\so h 

of m ini tliomns 

is m'Ik ill in 

or siller f.ille 

wyht his 

hem 


[All the rest is destroyed.] 
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XXXII. 

[Gild of the Holy Cross,] Lenne Episcopi.* 

Tn nomine patris, et filii, et spiritus sancti, Amen. In ye 
honour of ihesu crist, and of his model' seinte marie, 
and of alle holy halwen, and namelike of ye holy crouche yat 
seinte Eleyne founde. We schulle holde yis gilde yre mornwe- 
speches bi ye 3d*. Ye first schal he ye sonday nixt after 
ye drynke : ye second, ye sonday byfor seint michel’s day : 
ye yridde, ye sonday nixt after vi-e lauedyes day in lenten. 
And, at ye general mornwespeclie, ye aldirman schal callen vp 
foure men, to chese an alderman, skyueyns, and dene. And 
ye skyueyns schal be deliuered ye catel, wit tayle and boruh ; 
and yat yai schulle bringe ye Catel at ye general mornwespeclie, 
and leyn vpon ye cheker bifor ye aldirman, or here boruwes 
for hem, vp peyne of ij.s. And ye Den schal do somoun alle ye 
Gilde breyere, and ye sistres, to ye mornspeche; and he faille of 
his somouns, he schal ben amercid at ye aldermannis wille. And 
who-so is somound to ye mornwespeclie, and he be in toun, and 
wil nouth come, he schal paye half a pound of wax, hot he be 
resonable-lyke escused. And he come after prime be smyten, 
he schal paye ].d. And if ony brother or sister be ded, ye den 
schal do bringe ye Candeles to ye dirige, and eueryl broyer and 
sister schal offre an halpeny at ye chirche ; and he yat offres 
noulit, he schal paye an halpeny to ye almesse at ye nixt 
mornspechc. And everyl brother and sister ]?at ded his, schal 
liaue xxx. messes for his soule, and yat ye messes schal be 

* CCCX. 123. Condition, bad; and two large pieces destroyed. Most 
of the clauses are marked in rubric; and the first letter of the return 
is somewhat ambitiously illuminated. 


Three meetings 
shall be held 
every year. 


Officers shall be 
chosen by picked 
men. 

The goods of the 
gild shall be de- 
livered to the 
Stewards, and a 
yearly account 
shall be rendered. 

The Dean shall 
summon all, or 
pay a tine. 


All summoned and 
not coming, or 
not coming at the 
right time, shall 
pay a tine. 

Services for the 
dead, and 
offerings. 


Masses for souls of 
the dead. 


t,iu> OF Tin: HOLY c uoss, 


hi 


l \ . \ •« • 

flMI A itfM& 
ttH 


!'•« 11 — 
^■1 Ml 
t (• * ft *>• 

T V 
UmI 

V *-t 

)r r — > «l*4 H 

v. • « * • -r 

I# faaft*#r 


TJ. > • - -I +~vm . f 

l . AM V*« C* 

N -» ^ U1 ftU v in 
i* - • -i k -!♦ 
ft'Vr U- Ui« nruui 

**. *— '..U r 

* -'1 •-*. be 
t **«rrcJ. 

I'm - •• 'nr 
►*>il I* r-jUftl to 
all. 

A 1*^ t *1 1** 
i -~*i ltd kr]«t 
\AiC> • *. 


1 rt»« * f^e of 

i-»w . ^•e»n. 
Alb»a- c#i to 
t « «Vo are ilfck 
< r In | - ^rinvrue. 


None dial) ffo to 
law will anotlar 
W»:l it lee vt of 
the Alderman. 


T1 e Alderman's 
auan. 

11 va] Knice* and 
uS^rii r%. 


AM •• all mroe to 
l! wm *n.c c*. 


. •ngui on yc mornwen after }o corn be biryed. \e Aldirinan 
►lwl Italic. t ucril day, a giiloun of ale, to ye drynk lastes j eiyer 
jtkiiicyn n gulumi ; re dm a potel, and, for his sumouus, he 3cr, 
iiij /. And he uit is chosen aldinnnn, and he forsake his office, 
he ^Jlftl pn\ e xij.</. ; e\ycr skuievii, xij.c/.; ye den, xij .d. And 
w ho 50 is rt belle to ye aldinnnn in ony tyme, lie schal payc 
a pound of wax. And if ony broyer or sister male ony noyso 
or janglingc befor |>e aldirman, at ony mornspcche, he schnl payc 
[<i ]>ounJ of tm*']. And if ony brother smyte oyer at ony nioru- 
spcclie, or [ during yc time of drynki ;], lie selial payc floure 

pound of wax. And he 

Oilde, whar-yourghe deshonour may , 

he schal paye or lose }>c fraterni 

wjiiiinan d wellc longcre in yc lions yan 

pound of wax. And he yat entres. 

outen letie of men of office, he selia 

brother sone or sister schal entre in 

als an oyor man doth. And also y 

schal meyntenen and susteynen ye liht yat is 

holy crouehe and of seint lleleync. And eueril broyer and. . . . 
to ye liht bijer, til better may be. And yat no man ne woimnan 
entre in to yis gilde lesse yan * vj.s. viij.d., and ye fees vj.c/.* 
And if ony brother or sister be seke, he schal liaue for his 
drynke a galoun of ale. And if ony brother or sister be in 
jielgrimage, lie schal haue a galoun of ale to his drinke. And 
ordened is, yat no brother ne sister of yis gylde ne enplede 
oyer in no place, for no dette ne trespas, til yat he liaue axed 

leuc of ye Alderman and of men of ye 

do, he slial paie, to amendement of ye Gylde, ij.s 

for his traualie hi jere, xij .d. And 

°f yis gylde be ded, yc deen slial warnen 

comen to hous yer ye cors lylitli, 

and offren an halpeny. And whoso 

* The words and figures between these marks are written over an 
rra ure of half a line. 
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and in toune, and wyl nouht come, lie slial One brother shall 

be released from 

and relesen J olian Clerke ;* for he shal payments. 

And ordened is, yat euerilk a brother of yis ffrat A Hvcry-hood 

hod of liuere of yis gylde, at euerilk a . ever ^ meeting. 

of yis ffraternite, and qwo-so do nowt 

ordened is, yat ilke a broyer of yis ffra 

gylde in ilke a jer. And qwho-so 


* All the latter part of this return is in such very bad condition, that it 
is only by using every device of oblique and reflected and transmitted 
light that more than a word or two can be made out. By these means 
only have I deciphered the release of John Clerke ; and I should have 
hesitated to put down the words thus painfully deciphered, and of which 
no other example is found in any of these returns in English, but that, in 
the instance of a very interesting Cambridge gild (see Part II. of this 
work), I find one John Cornwall released from all payments that others 
are bound to make, in acknowledgment of the pains he had taken at 
the foundation of that gild. When I made, some years ago, my MS. 
Calendar of the whole of these returns, I wrote, opposite to the words 
releasing John Cornwall from all payments, the word “unique” Since 
I have more carefully deciphered the above return, for the present work, 
I have no doubt that “ John Clerke,” of Bishop’s Lynn, was thus released 
for the same reason as was “ John Cornwall” of Cambridge. 

Many instances are found where the bretheren are acquitted of payments 
while holding office ; of which the last ordinance of the Tailors’ Gild of 
Norwich may be taken as an example (see before, p. 36). But the two 
instances named above, give a general acquittance of two bretheren by 
name, and not only while office-holders. 


(if) 


XXXIII. 


I - r rxK^lc c* 

►* - 1 b« held ncn 
T* r. 


K>rrr brtvher 
u**er «v •!! 
f*' Id. m c**ry 
riK^V’T. t K»nU 

find**.* » licht f *r 
fc»iJr&J-<la\» 

A nr one wum- 
mot-ed to fti«v 
m«: nr. ftud not 
com*ng | *Lall f<jy 
ft fit*. 


Tl e I>ran iJ ill 
be fi -«1. if |jf» fail 
t" Mjmiuon ftny. 

Nr ►hall 

find Min-tie*. and 
ti e u*ual 
\» •oe-fees. 

hen mx? f r the 
dend, and offer- 
ings. 


[Gild of the Conception,] Lenxe Episcopi.* 

T n yc wrchepe of Jhesu Cristc of hcucnc, and of liis nuxlt r 
Seyntc mnryc, and of nlle halwen, and special! of yc con- 
cepcioun of ourc Icuedy scyntc inaryc, in qwo.se wtireliepe y is 
fraternite is be-gunnyn, jcyse ben ye statutes. Y fc men selnillyn 
heltlyn foure mornspeclies in yejcre. 3 c; frystc mornspccbc sehal 
bene ncxtc ye drynking ; 30 secundc selial bene on yc Sunday 
nexte sente Matlii yc npostyl : 3c tliyrd sehal bene on ye son- 
day nexte sente beniabe day ye apostyl : 3c ferd sehal bene on 
y e sonday nexte sente Matheus day ye apostyl. Ordeynyd it 
is, y* euerichc broyer and systcr sehal payen j xL at eucri morn- 
spcclie, to fyndyn w* lythe in y e cliyrchc of sent margarete, a 
fornc ye autcr of ourc lady, y e qwilc dcuine scmise is seyd in 
festiuale dayes. And if any broyer or syster be somonde to y° 
morne-speche, and yei bene in toune, and wil not come, ne 
make none aturne for him, nyn no leue aske of y° alderman, 
sehalle payen di. li. of wax to amendmcntc of y* lythe, or lose y° 
fraternite of y e gyld for euermore, but he hauc grace. And ye 
dene sehal payen, for oucriche broyer and systcr yt is not 
somornl, and he be in toune, j.cZ. And qwo-so entyrit into yis 
fraternite of yis gyld, he schalc fynd boruis, and pay y° rythis 
of ye huse, sone so he comythe in : ye alderman, ij.c l . ; ye clerk, 
yd. ; yc dene, j xL ; ye wax, j. pcny. And if ani broyer or 
syster be ded of yis gyldc, y e dene sehal brynge y° candelis to 
y* dirige, and warnyn his breyeryn and systeryn to cornen and 


* CCX. i 25. Condition, very bad ; a large piece destroyed. 
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offeryn here ob. at y e kyrk for y e dede. And he y* comythe 
nouthe to y° offerynge, schal pay di. li. wax, and he be warnyd 
and heyle, and be in toune ; and if he be oute of toune, he schal 
pay ob. for his offerynge. And if any broyer or syster dispyse or 
mysconsel or lye his broyer, in presence] of y° alderman and of 
his breyeryn, schal pay di. li. [wax to] y e amendement of y e 
lythe, or lese y 6 fraternite [of if gyld], but he houe grace. 
And qwho-so be rebel of his [tongue ayynes] ye alderman, or 
dispise y e alderman, in [if time of driri] kyn or heldyn any 
mornspeche, sch[«7 pay, to y e amendement ] of y e lythe, di. li. 
wax, or 1 [ese y e fraternite of if gyld]. And if ani broyer 

or sis 

and it may be prouid 

amendement of y e . 

And qwo-so w 

man or woman 

pay to am 

he haue 

fise he s 

den iij.c? 

soule y 

so enteryn 

leue of 

den schal h 

nys y 4 haue y e 

for ye catel, to brynge it forthe aforne ye [alderman and ] gyld 
breyeryn at y e general mornspeche ; and if 3 ey will do it nouht, 

ye schal pay to ye gyld xl.c? eyyer, xl.eZ. Also, y* no man ne 

come, in time of drink, before y e alderman and ye gyld breyer 
and syster, in tabard ne in cloke, ne bareleg, ne barefote ; and 
it may be seyne, schal pay to y e lythe j .d. And qwo-so make 
noyse in tyme of drycke 1 , or in tyme of mornspeche, and ye dene 
comande hym to ben styl, and he ne wyl noute, yane schal ye 
dene takon hym ye yerd ; and, if he wille nouthe reseyu yt, he 
schal pay to y e lythe iij.c/., or lose ye fraternite. Also y* no bro- 
yer ne no syster be so hardy, in tyme of drynck, to slepe, ne lete 


Any one not 
coming shall be 
fined, and shall 
pay his offering. 


For foul words 
among one an- 
other, a fine shall 
be paid, or the 
gild-ship be lost. 


If any one be foul- 
mouthed to the 
Alderman at any 
meeting, he shall 
be fined, or put 
out of the gild. 


The Stewards shall 
find sureties for 
the goods of the 
gild, and render 
an account at the 
yearly general 
meeting. 

None shall come 
to the feast in 
tabard, nor in 
cloak, nor with 
legs bare, nor 
barefoot. 

1 (sic.) 

If any one make a 
noise during the 
feast, he shall do 
penance by hold- 
ing the rod, or 
else pay a fine. 


None shall sleep, 


NS i iii) or mi i (»m i riiuN ; 

• **• * y cup]- •t *i"K Ik byni, up pc) lie of ju/. to y° lytbr. And also, 

n . - y ut> man dwrllt in \e blue tift\r tune ) l jo rddumnn nsytbe, 

• \ b»it nun of ofTS e : if In* do, In* selial jmjt* j.c/. to j° ljtlie. And 

a* *— < — , u *d*> unbound it }*. \ % qvuit broyer or syster be (led of vis g)lde, 

• « 4— 4, \ alderman and idle )e gylde breyeryn and systers selmllyn 

• - •-.* l»o noli to bcrc hyin to y° cbyrcbe, and oftyrryn as it nforno 

son ile, and dwclle ycr tylle ye messc be don, and be beryid, npp 

• _ iw Vc pi\ne of And ordeynyd it is, y l y° nldynnan selial 

• Imuc ij. galouncs of ale ; eucry skcucyn, j. galoun ; ye clerk, 
j. gulon ; ye dene, j. potell ; be ye jcrc, for here feys. Also, 

»- * A ii fjwat broyer or svster entryt in-to yis gylde, sonc so be is 

a - * t k—.p 

»*— - rcscyuyd, be selial takyn his charge of y c alderman, on bis feyth 

• ^ u • 

to meynteyn yis gyld uppyn bis power, and payen bis fees, and 

•— * m • • t, * * 

tM * sythyn for hys cntrcs, as he is a corded \v l yc cunipanyc, or ellys 
fyndyn borwes to pay wbnnc syrtcync tymes. 

[Four or five lines more arc so bad that nothing can be made 
of them.] 
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XXXIV. 

[Gild of the Puphfication,] Lenne Episcopi.* 

I n ye lionuraunce of iliesu crist of heuene, And of his modcr 
seinte marie, and of alle halowene, and speciallike of ye 
Purificacioun of onre lady seint marie, yis fraternite is founden 
and stabled, in ye 3ere of houre Iouerde a Thousande yre hundred 
sixti and seuene, and bi ye grace of god euere more to lasten, 
and shal be helden on ye Sunday next after Candelmesse day. 
And yis gylde shal haue foure morwespeches bi 3ere. Y e firste 
shal be vp-on ye general day: ye secunde shal be ye Sunday 
next bi-forn ye Assencion : ye yridde shal be ye Sunday after 
seint Dionise : ye fourte shal be ye Sunday next after ye 
Epiphanie. And who-so be somoned to any morwespeche, and 
wil nout come, ne make attorne for him, he shal pay di. li. wax. 
And if ye Deen falie of his somounes, he shal paye, for euerilke 
a brothere and sistere yat is noulit somoned, j .d. And euerilke 
3ere shal ye Alderman callen vp foure men of Gylde bretheren, 
for to chesen an Alderman and offyceeres and a Deen yt been 
profitable for ye gylde. And if any of hem yat arn chosen for- 
sake here office, he shal paye to amendement of ye l^t ; yat is 
to witen, ye Alderman, j .li. wax; eythere officer, di. li. wax; 
and ye Deen, quarter li. wax ; wyht-outen any oyere grace. And 
who-so is rebel ageynes ye alderman in tyme of drynke, or of 
morwespeche holden, he schal paye to ye lit3 j. li. wax. And if 
ani broyere or sistere of yis fraternite bere oyer any falsed or 
wronge on hande, or him lie or mysseie, he shal paye to ye lity 
di. li. wax, and make pes to hym pat he has trespased a-geyn, by 
ye ordenaunce of ye Alderman and of ye gylde breyeren, or lese 
ye fraternite. And if any bro3ere or sistere of yis fraternite be 
deed, ye Deen shal do come ye Candclcs of ye Gylde to ye 

•* CCCX. 142. Condition, bad ; and a large part destroyed. 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 13C7. 


Four meetings 
shall be held every 
year, to which 
every one shall 
come, under 
penalty. 


The Dean shall be 
fined, if he fail to 
summon any. 

Officers shall be 
chosen by picked 
men. 


Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
shall pay a fine. 


The Alderman 
shall be obeyed. 


If any one wrong 
another, he shall 
pay a fine, and 
make amends, 
as the Alderman 
and gild shall ad- 
judge. 

Services for the 
dead, and offer- 
ings. 
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1. 111*01 Till PI Kiric VTIO.N", lllsliop’s I.YNN. 


»* A * U 

H *.(T«d 


y It* *N*ftl 
* *».(m 


TS* s ,t n.rd» 

•la# B’«J nun :*•§ 
I f I 1 * r* *» / 
!*• rM anti 
f* ►rii «•»•! «t 
At li» tmrhr 

nx*tKg- 




Not* tk^I »*jt in 
it* *-MJ 

afW the Al fr- 
lain )<*• |Me. 


Hkfanc* 'f of Seen. 


I >. t ra rxt^ money . 

YctiHt [ o vine nU 
| a Itfjll, 


Ma am for wuli of 
the dead. 


The oPi ffn, nnd 
rood, of tl*e giW. 


Dili- . nml w irno rIIo vo Gihlo hro^oren nml niMros to roiiicn 
nnd «_i lit \«? corn to kyrko, nnd ofl'ro j. fordynd ; nnd lie ynt 
coinejt iHMiht to yc oflreiul, ho slinl ]»nio, nt yc next morwe- 
*j..*dio. nil ob. to ye nlfwiAw]. And ye nldcrman kIiiiI linue, 
riirrichc day whiles ye dry[»iX- lastcth], n gnloun of nlc; nnd 
cytbctre skynoyn, n gnloun; ye [dccn,a pot cllc; and] ye Clerk, ft 
potelle of nle. And who-so entret [into the ehmnbrc ] yerc yc 
nle litj, with-outen lone of [?/»e» of office, he dial paie to ye] litj, 
ij (/. And who-so entre in[<o yis fraternitc, he shal paie yc] fees 

of vis lions : to ve Aid 

ob. ; to vc wax, ob . ; and 

for his entre. And orde 

uen) <5 slnillon liauc 

fieiaunt borwes 

font yc ttldernm 

sj>eehc vj) yc pey 

of vis jLf’yldc to a 

to yc lijt iij.t/ 

glc in tynie of dr 

comnundc him for 

to yc lijt , di.li. wax 

lions J>an yc Alderman rise 

he schal payc, to yc lit}, ij A. Also ye Alderman shal haue, for 
his trauaillc be }ere, iiij.c/. and ij. galouns of ale; eythcre Sky- 
ueyn, iiij.'/. and j. galoun of ale; ye Clerk, vj.rf. and j. potelle 
ale; and ye Deen, vj .d. and a potelle ale. Also, qwo-so entre 
in-to yis gyldc, shal payen for his entrees ij.s. and is fees. 
Also ordeynd it is, yat euerylk brothcrc and sistere shal payc 
iij.f/. in ye }cre, for to fynde a Candolle brennend in ye cliirche 
of scint Jame, a-forn ye Auterc of owr lady, qwyl scmice is 
scyd in bolydayis. Also ordeynd it is, yat cuerilk brothcrc 
and sistere yat dcyetli of this gyldc shal haue xiij. messes seyd 
for is sowle. 

Johannes de Bystcd, talyo r , Alderman. 

Johannes Austyn, Baxter, ixs. viijcZ. 

Gilbert Plcsant, ixs. viij</.* 

* These namc3 are written in a different hand and ink from the rest of 
the return, and are so faint as to be hardly legible. 
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XXXV. 


[Gild of St. Lawrence,] Lenne Episcopi.* 

Tn ye lion 1- of ihesu crist of heuene, ancl of his modir seynte 

marie, and of alle hahvyn, and speciallich of ye holi martir 
seint laurence, in ye feste of ye selue day, i yis ffraternite is 
founden and stabled, and bi ye grace of god euere-more for to 
lasten. 

Yise ben ye ordenance of yis ffraternite. Yat ye breyeren 
and ye sisteres sholen holden iiij. morunspeches in ye 3ere. Ye 
first morwespeclie shal ben after ye drynke : ye secunde shal ben 
ye Sunday next after mikelmesseday : ye yridde shal ben ye 
Sunday in mydlentoun : ye feerde shal ben ye Sunday bi-forn 
ye fest of seint margarete. And if any of yise morwespeches 
bi-forn j-nemed be noujt holden at ye certeyn day assigned, ye 
Alderman shal don hem helden at qwat tyme y* it be most profit- 
able and worsipe to ye ffraternite. And if any brothir or sister 
be somoned to ani morwespech, and wil nouht comen, ne make 
attorne for him, ne no leue axen of ye Alderman, he shal paye, 
to amendement of ye lijt, ij.cZ. And qwo-so come after prime 
be smeten, he shal pay j .d., or leye a wed ; and if he grucche, 
he shal paye ij .d . ; and if he wil nouth payen it, he shal lesen ye 
ffraternite. And if ye deen fayle of hiis somouns, he shal paye, 
for ilke a brother and sister yat is nouth somouned, j .d. And 
euerilk 3ere shal ye alderman callen vp ffoure men of ye gilde 
brcyerene, for to chesen Alderman, Skeueyns, and deen, yat ben 
profitable for ye gilde. And if any of hem yat liaren chosen for- 

* CCCX. 222. Condition, bad ; and two large pieces destroyed. 


Four meetings 
shall be held every 
year, on days here 
named, or as shall 
be named by the 
Alderman. 


All must come to 
the meetings, or 
pay a fine. 


If any be after 
time, or grumble, 
he shall pay a fine, 
or be put out of 
the gild. 

The Dean shall pay 
a fine for any not 
summoned. 

Officers shall be 
chosen by picked 
men. 


(.11 n 01 ST. 1 \\t It! M !., 


12 


V- * 

Ml !%*'<« MM 


Nrt «■-«« *• -*1 



M.-- *T 4l* of 


The thill 

ft if they 
mftk >i*ult. 

The Ald^rmftn 
fthftil be obc>H. 


If »-*c *ron* 
ft*i4/wr, h* thill 
pny ft |»n*. »nd 
rniilte ftroendt. 


The »£•>*.-» -f the 
i tlrf shall not be 
dbcio**L 

Written account* 
of th of 

(he rid ftJjjftll be 
rendered by the 
S reward*. 


All ranees to the 
often on feast- 
days 


miu liLit ollioo, ho hi ml p.ne to mmndement of ye lijt : y.it is for 
lo qw*\ tin. \ o Aide nuAb, vj.i/. ; e> ther hkeueyn, iiij.f/.; and ye (loon, 
ij /. Ami cucrilko a y r hlml yo holdo Aldonnan ehurgen yo newe 
AMcrmnn, whan ho is chosen, and alio hise felnwcs wylitj hym, 
ft*r to dun hos it is a-forn i-soyd. And qwo-so entretj in to yis 
fraternito, he slial paye yo rigthes of yis lions, vjl. ; yat is for to 
w \ten. to yo Aldonnan, ij.</. ; to ye Clerk, j.</. ; and to ye Deen, 
j ; and to ye wax, j//. ; and fynde sufliciauntj borwes for his 
t litre. vj.>\ And if ani brotliere or sistere of yis fraternitc be deed, 
ye (Icon slial do conien yc Candeles of ye gildc to ye Dirige, and 
warne alio ye gilde brctlicren and sistercs yat ben in tounc, to 
eoinen and oflVen oh. at ye kyrke for ye dede ; and lie yat 
coinetj noulit to yc offremle, be slial paye, at ye next monve- 
speeh. j.</. to yc alines. And if ye deen faile of bis somouns, he 
slial paye, for ilke a brothir and sister yat is noutj somonnd, ]xL 
And if ani brother or sister of yis gild be ded, lie slial bane, of 
yc propre catel of ye gyld, for bis soule, xl. niessis. And ye 
Aldonnan and ye skeufoyn^ shullai] don seyn yo messes wylit- 

i line vj. day after ye terement, if it be lie be dede. 

And if ani of ye Skeueyns make defaute, and wil n 

a-forn i-seyd, lie slial paye, to amendement of yis frater 

or vn-buxum a-geynes ye Alderman, vnskilfullike, 

slial paye, to amendement of yis fFraternite, 

here oyer any falsed or wronge on liande, 

to amendement of yis gilde, iij.c/., and 

make pcs to hvm yat lie 

yc gildc bretherene and 

to ani strannge man 

of yis gylde iiij.c/ 

of yis gylde on 

bi scryt a-count 

speehe a-forn 

so make defau 

of yis gilde, xl .d. 

qwiles ye drynk las 

a galoun ; ye Clerk a g 


BISHOP'’ S LYNN. 


93 


ueyns hauande ye Catel of yis Gild, 

and counseil wyth hym bi-forn ye general day, 

in ye 3ere, for to make ordenaunce and purueaunce yat be .... 
for yis fraternite. And if ani of ye skeueyns bi-forn i-nemed 
be founden atte defaute in ani poyntes yat longetj or fallet3 
to bis office, be sbal paye, to amendement of yis gilde, vj .d., or 
lese ye fraternite. And if ye deen be comaundeed for to be 
entendaunt bem for to lielpen, and be make defaute, and wliil 
noutb, be sbal paye iij.cA, or lese ye fraternite. Al-so ordeynd 
is, yat no brotbere ne sistere of yis gild sbal make hym-self ser- 
uaunt, for to seruen in non office, but if be be comaunded bi ye 
alderman. And qwo-so do, be sbal paien ij.c?., or ley a wed of 
ye valuwe. And qwo-so make noyse or jangele in tyme of 
drynk or of morwespecbe, and ye alderman or ye deen comaunde 
bem for to be stille, and be wil nouth, he sbal paye to ye li3t 
ij.c /. And ye deen sbal haue for his travaille, be 3ere, ij.s. And 
ye clerk, ij.s. And also yat no man dwelle in ye bous lengere 
yan ye Alderman ryset3, but men of office, vp ye payne of ij.c/. 
to ye lit3- Also ordeynd it is, yat euericbe brothere and sistere 
scbal payen iij.cZ. in ye 3ere to fynden w* a lit3 of v. Candeles, 
brennend in ye Crykche of seint margrete qwyl yat diu \ine 
seruise is per/ourmed ] in festiualle dayes, and for to payen to 

messis. Qwat brother 

of ye ordinaunce of ye gylde of sente 

qwreten in ye boke 


The Stewards shall 
give an account of 
the goods of the 
gild at the yearly 
general meeting. 

If in default, they 
shall pay a fine, 
or be put out of 
the gild. 


And the Dean 
if he do not help, 
shall be treated 
likewise. 


No brother nor 
sister shall meddle 
unless told by the 
Alderman. 


There must be no 
noise or jangling 
at feast-time or 
meeting. 


Salaries of the 
Dean and Clerk. 
None shall stay in 
the gild-house 
after the Aider- 
man has gone. 

Yearly pa} r ments 
towards finding a 
light. 


Mdum quod . . 
Johannes Smy 
Johannes Glar 
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XXXVI. 

[Gild ok St. Edmund,] Li:xne Episcopi.* 

I u }>c wurchcpc of jhcsu crist of heuene, and of his tier wurthi 
inoder seynt marie, and of seynt Edmund, )>* lioli martir, in 
qwosc wTirchcpc |>is fraternetc is bi-gunnen. J)csc ben J>e stati^ of 
)>is gilde. J^at men seholen holden fourc mornspechis in )>e jcr. 
pe first mornesj>eche selial ben on }>e general day : }>c secundc 
sclial ben on )>c Sunday after seynt Pctir : J>e thridde selial 
ben on J^c Sunday after seynt barnabc apostelc : J>e ferdc 
selial ben on j>e Sunday after seynt hikes day. Also, jif any 

bro)>er or sister be somund to here mornespechc, and yci ben 

in townc, and wil no 1 come, ne make non att r ne for him, ne 
no leue axen of J>e aldirman, seal paycn ].d. And if he come 
after prime be thriis smeten, lie selial paie ].d . ; and jif he settc 
him doun and grucelic, lie seal paycn j.c/. And qwo-so entre 
in-to J>e fraternetc of ]>is gilde, lie seal finde borwes, and paie J>e 
ritlies of |>e lious, sonc so he comyt in: }>e alderman, j.c/. ; j>e 
den, ob . ; }>e clerk, ob . ; J)e wax, ob. And if ani broker or sister 
be ded of Jus gilde, )>e den seal bringen Jie candeles to ]>e dirige, 
and warnen liise brcj>crcn and hise sistercs to comcn, and offren 
here ferjnnge atte kirkc for ]>c soule, and lej>en a ferjnnge to J>e 

elmesse ; and he ) comyt no 1 to J>c offrend, seal paien ob. atte 

nest mornspeche to j>c elmesse. And if j>e den faile of hise 
Tb« n«in shall ho somounis, for eueri brober and sister bat is no 1 somound, he seal 

fined 1/ he fail to 

wmtaon »nr. paien yd. Also, J?c den Behai han, for bis trauayle, be jere, vj .d.) 

s»uri«of»he tie cklerke, viii.d.* And if any brober or sister maliciouslike or 

Dean and Clerk. J j V 

* CCCX. 229. Condition, very bad ; and two pieces destroyed. 

+ “de cklerke, viij.c/.'* is added in the margin, in a very different hand 
and ink. But the “ vj.” in the line before, is written in the same hand and 
ink as this marginal addition. 


F or meeting* 

1* -d be held cury 
}r*r, t* which 

ro*>» r and 
•«*. r come, 
r | *u*l:r. 


If any be a/t r 
time, or rrumble, 
be kbail par a 
fine. 

New- coo ur» »hal) 
fia.d Mireti and 
Mir th tinial 
nou*e-fe«L 


Sen ice* for the 
dead, and offer- 
ing 
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dispisauntlike lye his broker or his syster, in wrecche, in present 
of ))e aldirman and of here gilde brejjcren, seal paie, to 
amendcment of }>e gilde, vj.c?. And qwo-so be rebele of his 
tonge a3ein ]?e aldirman, or dispise ]?e aldirman in time ^ he 
holden here mornspeche, seal paieu, to amendement of }>e gilde, 
vj.c l. And if any broker or sister bere his broker or his sister 
any falsed or wronge on haude, and it may be prouid be ]?e gilde 
brej?eren, seal paien vj.c?. to amendement of )>e gilde. And 
qwo-so be-wreie J?e conseil of J>is gilde to any straunge man or 
woman, and it may [be] prouid be 3e gilde brej)eren or sisteres, 
seal [paien, to amende]me\\t of Jje gilde, xij.c?., but if he [haue 
grace. And if ari\ aldirman be chosen, and he forsake his 
office, he seal paien , to <x]inendcment of pe gilde, xij.c?. ; ei]>er 
skeue[y?i. . . . d.\ and ]>e] den, iij.c?. And if any broker or sister 
be Ae[de of jns gilde, he] schal ban hise messes for his soule, 
of J>e [propre catel of] ]>e gilde, xv. messes. And qwo-so 
entre [into pe chain] bre Jiere pe ale lyth inne, with-outen leue 
[of men of] office, seal paie, to amendement of J>e gilde, iij.c?. 
[Also], pe aldirman seal han, eueri nith wilis ]>e drinken, 
ij. galoun ale ; ei])er skeueyn, a galoun ale ; pe den, a potel 
ale ; pe clerce, a potel ale. Also, pe skeueyns J>at han pe 
catel of J)e gilde, sullen finden borwes for pe catel, to bringen 
it forth aforn )>e aldirman and [>e gilde brej?eren at general 
mornspeche, with-outen any lettinge : and if J?ei ne do no*, 
j?ei sulle paie, to amendement of pe gilde, xl.c l. Also, j>at 
noman ne come, in time of drinke, beforn }>e aldirman and pe 
gilde bre]>eren and pe gilde sisteres, in tabbard ne in cloke, 
ne bar-lege, ne barfoote ; and it mowe be wist, he seal paie, to 
amendement of pe gilde, yd. And qwo-so make any noyse in 
time of drinke, or in time of mornspeche holden, and j>e den 
comaunde him to ben stille, and he ne wil nouth, seal taken him 
J>c 3erde, and if he ne will not reseiuen it, schal paie, to amende- 
ment of J>e gilde, iij.c?., or lese )>e fraternete of ]>e gilde for euere 
more, but if he haue grace. Also, J>at noman be so hardi, in 
time of drinke, to slepe, ne to late }>e cuppe stondin be him, vp 
j>e peyne of vi.c?. Also, ]>at noman duelle in J>e hous no lengere 


Any using angry 
words to a brother 
or sister shall be 
fined. 

Penalty for foul- 
mouthed words 
spoken to the 
Alderman. 


Penalty for wrong, 
doing of one to 
another. 


Penalty for be- 
wraying the affairs 
of the gild. 


Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
shall be fined. 

Masses for souls of 
the dead. 


The ale-chamber 
not to be entered. 


Allowances to the 
officers at feast- 
times. 

The Stewards 
shall find sureties 
for the goods of 
the gild, and 
render an account 
at the yearly 
general meeting. 


None shall come 
to the feast in 
tabard, nor in 
cloak, nor with 
legs bare, nor 
barefoot. 

If any one make 
noise during the 
feast, he shall do 
penance by 
holding the rod, 
or pay a fine. 


No one shall sleep, 
nor keep the ale- 
cup standing. 


(.!i n or *t. * i>*n \n, uiMior‘> i.ynn. 
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| t ?in }h' nhlirm »n ri-«. il , but nn»ii of office ; nml if ho dun, &eul 
]-»\o, lo ftiiu ndi ni< nt of |h* gikle, ij.</. A1 m», |> l noiimn lie no 

woman of J'is gihlr inplcile uj>cr for no tre*putf, tyl cpvuit )>c 
aldirmnn ami |>c gihle brcj>ere lmn nsnyeil fen* to bringen hem at 
one ; ami if lie no menu nont, )mn aohulcn he pleden quer so }>ei 
wolen; and if |ni duun, J>ci seholon paien, to iimendcment of J>e 
gihlo, xij>/., or Use )>e fraternete of ye gilde for cucrniore, but if 


r»L-%» ■> 

•< f a o 
Pfdn a* j 


lie luue grace. 

*A1m> if oni bro)>er or sister ent[rc into J ns yilde], yo slialle 
lM)in iiiij.s. 


t&tefnnus Warin, et Clariciyi vxor ejus. 
Johannes MAshemaker, 

Rnmilfus de Hcchani, /t Margeric vxor ejus. 
AKnk de llLl% oh. 

Willcttmis de Blokenc. 

Ricard (KKLitul, /t Cecilia vxor ejus. 

Ilenri Gy)f>e^, ytlenri Holf. 

Ilenre We. 

Gylbertus fcoh t y et Xatil. 

Robertus Ah Tin <rnege, et^ Catarina vxor ejus. 
Johann/s ne Bresbin, et Jolmnna vxor ejus. 
AliciVde lirechamA 
Ro^er dc C cywode. 

Willelznus, dc Hogo. 

~~Jtdt tinim tSpyrkyn ger 
• Ai t gnco 4e - Dcrliam ? 


♦ This paragraph is added in another hand and ink, and is hardly 
legible. The hand seems the same as has inserted the words “de eklerke 
viij.<7." in the margin. See p. 94. 

t The names here following are also in another hand and ink, and after- 
wards a pen has been drawn several times across them. The last two 
names are written in yet another hand and ink, and afterwards separately 
traced. All the names are very indistinct. 

Hie foregoing return from the Gild of St. Edmund, is written on a 
long narrow roll, in a remarkable hand, and with an ink that has much 
faded. It has been afterwards corrected, in several places, by another 
band, and with an ink which is still black. No part of the list of names 
is in the same hand or ink as either the first writing of the original return 
or the corrections. 
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XXXVII. 

[Gild of St. Nicholas,] Lenne Petri.* 

Tn ye houuraunee of ihesu crist of lieuene, and of his der 
woryi moder seynt marie, and of ale halowene, and spe- 
eiallike of yt blisful corsant seynt Nicholaus, yis fraternite is 
by-gunnen and stabled, in ye fest of ye selue day, in ye 3ere of 
houre louerd a thousande ccc mo fyfty and Nyne. And yis gikle 
schal haue, by 3 ere, foure mornspeches. Ye fyrst schal be after 
ye drynlcynge : ye secunde schal be on blake monunday : ye yride 
schal be on mesomur day : ye fertile schal be on mykames day. 
And who -so is somound to any of yis mornspeches, and he be in 
toune and in hele, and ne wyle noughte come, ne make attorne for 
him, he schal pay to ye lyht half a pounde of wax. And if he 
grueehe, he schal pay a pounde of wax, or lese ye fraternite for 
euere more. And if ye Deen faylie of is somones, he schal pay, 
for ilk a man and woman yat is noght somond, a peny. And 
eueri 3ere schal ye Alderman eallen up foure men of ye gikle 
breyeren, for to chesen Alderman, and Skeueyns, and Deen, yat 
bene profitable for ye gylde. And if any of hem yt aren chosen, 
for-sake ye office, he schal pay to amendement of ye gilde ; yt is 
to wyten, ye Alderman, xvj.d ; eyther skyueyn, xij.c/.; and ye 
deen, vj .d. ; wyth-outen any grace. And who- so trespase a-geynes 
ye Alderman, or a-geyn any of ye gilde breyeren, in tyme of 
drynlcynge or of mornspeche holdynge, he schal pay, to amende- 
ment of ye gilde, viij.cZ., and make pes to him yt he has trespas 
a-geyn, by ye ordinauncc of ye gilde breyeren. And if any 


( 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 13 30 . 


Four meetings 
shall be held every 
year ; to each of 
which every one 
shall come, under 
penalty. 


Whoever grumbles 
shall be lined. 


The Dean shall be 
fined, if he fail to 
summon any. 

Officers shall be 
chosen by picked 
men. 

Officers chosen 
and not serving, 
shall pay a tine. 


Any one ill-be- 
having during any 
feast or meeting, 
shall pay a fine 
and make amends. 


* CCCX. 21 8. Condition, bad ; and a large piece destroyed. 


(.u n or m\ Nicholas, 
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Nr*’ I m lh» 


M*t«r« t • • { 

l*. Am • 
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•+ -fl ll i -m>t- 


N •- *'«*U rcur 
1 1 * * »brre 

I « %M Im. 

N • w > * . r» >h*l] 

J4t \±* — 
b — (.-• And 

l - * •-*- l — (t 
pa*- **1 al tV* 
eatrAnc* ra"0»> . 


The S:« *irdi kJxal ] 
f*ni ».rtl * I r 
jrt' 1 s *n Aorount 
of lU *-*••» »f the 
pvj. «Nth tl*c 

I *U. At ibe 

jrarh erneraJ 
meeting. 


The A$Afr» of the 
pkl *ha:l not be 
di«ckm'd. 

No one &h*!l 

bnr 7 A Kill a( law, 
unvl tW mAttcr 
1 %« been Laid 
l-f* r- tlie Alder- 
man And gild, and 
lea^e been given. 

No one nhall come 
t * th« ftaat in 
tabard, nor in 
cloak, n*r with 
l-o bare, nor 
bare- foot. 


No one »hall stay 
in the pd- house 
after the Alderman 
haj g. ne. 


broxir or M*Ur of \i« gilde bo ilctlt\ ye tleon sclial do come yo 
canticle* of jo gilde to dirigo, mid wiimc idle glide breyeren and 
M*Wr\« to come and go wylit ye cors to diirclie, and oflVe an 
li.ljHny. And wlio-so conic noglit to ye oflerand, nnd lie be in 
tonne and in brio, ne make non attornc for him, lie sclial pay, at 
ve next morn^pcche, a pony to yc alums. And euerilke broyer 
and sifter of yis gilde y 1 dede is, sclial liauc for his soule, of yc 
propre eatel of ye gilde, xxx. messes. And ye Alderman sclial 
liaue, cucre-iche day wliyles ye drynk Instes, out-taken ye first 
nylit and ye last, n gnloun of ale ; cytlierc skyuen, a galon ; ye 
decii, n galoun; and ye clerke, a golon. And wlio-so entre in-to 
ye botcri yer yc ale lytj, wylit-onten leue of oflicere, lie sclial 
pay, to amendement of ye gilde, ij.rf. And wlio-so entre in to 
yis fratemite, be sclial pay yc rygbtes of yis gilde; yt is to weten, 
to ye Alderman, ij.c/. ; yc clerke, a peny; yc deen, a alpeny ; 
and to ye wax, a alpeny ; and fyiulc sufiisaunt borwes of pay- 
ment of ye catel for his entre, yafc is to seyne, iiij.s. And 
ordeyned hit is, y 1 y« catcl of yis gilde yat ye skyneyns schullen 
bane on liande, sclial be dcliucred to hem, by suffisaunt borwes 
to bryng ye catel, wytli ye encrcscem[cn^], by-forn yc Alderman 
nnd ye gilde breyeren at ye general in [ornspeche : and] if day don 
[noglit] bos bit is be-forn sayde, ye skeuey[72S sclial pay, to «]mcn- 
dement of ye gilde, xl.t/. or here bonve[$ for hem . And ivho]- so 
discurct; yc counseyl of yis gilde to ani [straunger, and he be] 
ouertaken, lie sclial pay, to amendement [of ye gilde , . . d ., or lese 

ye] fratemite. And ordeyned bit is y t no 

plete oyer in no place for dette ne 

leue of yc Alderman and of 

den be-forn yc Aldennan 

Also yat non gilde bro 

forn ye Alderman and 

leg, ne barfotc, and 

peny. And wlio-so 

a peny. And yat no man 

Aldennan riset, but men of office; 

to ye lyglit a peny. And ye Deen schal liaue, for 
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by 3ere, vj.A And ye Clerke slial haue, for his trauayle be ye 
jerc, xij.t/. 


Kobertus Palmere 
Johannes Harte 
Johannes Dykessone 


Sunt custodes dicte Gilde : tamen, 
de bonis dicte Gilde, nichil habent, 
quia bona seu catalla dicte Gilde 
non pertinent. 


Note. — The second line of the ordinances next following’, shows 
that Lynn Petri is but another name for West Lynn. West Lynn has 
also been named before, p. 57. 


Salaries of the 
Dean and the 
Clerk. 


Stewards of the 
gild : but there is 
no stock in hand. 
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The r O «u 

* A D. 1J7 4. 


F * r 

» w !- *6 4 \ cry 
y^mr. t« •»"(»( 

»' k ». » '»TT Ml* 

>' mmU ***.' u'.der 


Th* IV*n »J*eU be 
r * / » e fo»l to 

ia»un-*n inv. 

Ofw*-* cbo%en, 
•nd n t • n nz t 
ihall p*v a fine. 

Any one mUbe- 
lxa\- g cWirtn? any 
f 'tun • r meeting 
shall [«y a fine. 


Any one wrondns 
an -rber diall jay 
a f ne. ami make 
rtr h n^-nri* as 
;V A Merman and 
otl— n Approve. 


f* „ n i , . . f< »r the 
A * d, and off ring-*. 


XXXVIII. 

[Gild ok St. John Baptist,] Lenxe Petiu.* 

mliisc been yc statnj of yc gylde of yc holy pro]>lictc Scynt 

Jon baptist, bc-gunncn in West Lenne in ye jere of liouro 
louerd a thousand ccc lno scucnti and fourc. And yis gildc sclial 
liaue foure inornspoehcs be ye jeere. pe first sclial ben after yo 
drynkynge : }>c sccundc sclial ben vp-on ye scynt Jlion day in 
hemyst : J>e thryde sclial ben vp-on scynt Jon day in Cristc- 
messc : }>e fourte sclial ben vp-on scynt Jlion day in May. And 
whoso be soinonde to anny mornspechc, and wil nought come, nc 
make a-tournc for hyinc, he sclial pay half a pound of wax. 
And if yc Dene faile of his soinounes, lie sclial pay, for ilk a 
broyer and systcrc yat is nought somondc, a peny. And who-so 
is chosen in office of Alderman, and he for-sake is office, he schal 
pay, to amcndcinent of ye gylde, ij.s. ; cytherc Skeueyn, xviij.cZ. ; 
and yc Den, xij.c/. And who-so be rebel a-geyn ye Alderman in 
tyme of drynkynge, or of mornspcche holden, or in any oyerc 
tyme, vnskilfullik, he schal pay, to amcndcinent of yc gilde, 
ij. pounde of waxe. And if any broyer or sisterc be rebel a-geynes 
oycre, or here him any falsedc or wrong on liande, and hit may be 
proued, he schal [pay], to amendement of yc gylde, ij. pounde of 
waxe, and sythen make pees to hym yat he has trespasede 
a-geyn, by a-sent of yc Alderman and ye gilde breyeren. And 
if any broyer or sisterc of yis gylde be deed, yc Den schal do 
come ye can deles of yc gildc to ye Dirige, and warne al ye gylde 
breyeren and systers yat ben in tide and in tounc, to come, and 
go wytli ye cors to kyrkc, and offere a halpeny; and cuerilk 

* CCCX. 257. Condition, bad ; and a large piece destroyed. 
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a broyer and sister schal gyuen an oyere halpeny to ye almys. 
And ye Den schal gedren ye forseyde halpenys, and by wyht-al 
breed, and gyue hit for ye soule. And if he do nought os hit is 
be-forn seyde, he schal pa}', to amendement of ye gilde, ij.s. And 
euerilk broyer and sister y* deede is, schal haue, of ye propre 
catel of ye gylde, xxx. messes for ye soule. And who-so entres 
in to yis ffraternite, he schal pay ye fees of yis hous : yat is to 
weten, to ye Alderman, ij ,d.\ ye clerk, a peny; ye dene, a peny; 
and ye wax, a peny ; and ffynde suffisapmtf] borwes of ye paie- 
ment for his entre. And ye Aldcrm [an schal haue], eueriche 
day whiles ye drynke lastet, two galouns [of ale ; eueriche ] 

skeueyn, a galoun ; ye clerke, a 

And who-so entres in to ye 

leue of men of office, he 

wax. And also ordey 

skeueynes scholen 

by suffisaunt bo 

be-forn ye Aid 

vp yepeyne 

yis gilde 

he schal 

make noyse 

stylle, and he wil 

[of] waxe. And so yat no man dwelle 

[ye] Alderman risef^, but men of office : and who-so 

schal pay to ye lyght half a pounde of waxe. And al-so ordeyncl 
hit is, yat no broyere of yis ffraternite ne schal gyuen wed and 
borow vp-on oyere, ne him somoune, ne do somoune, for dett 
ne for trespase, til swiche tyme as he has shewed his agreuaunce 
til ye Alderman and ye gilde breyeren yat ben chef of ye coun- 
seil. And ye Alderman and ye gylde breyeren shullen prouen, 
vp-on here myght, for to a-corden hem. And if yei mown noght 
aeorden, let hem make pleynte in what plase so yat yei wylc. 
And who-so do nought als it is by-forn hy-seyde, he schal pay, 
to amendement of ye gilde, xl.<2. And who-so make any dis- 
turbaunse for any poynt yat is ordened be ye first foundurs of 


The Dean shall 
buy wastel-bread 
with these offer- 
ings, and give it 
[to the poor], 
Masses for souls of 
the dead. 

New-comers shall 
pay the usual 
house-fees, and 
find sureties for 
payment of the 
entrance-money. 


Allowances to 
officers at feast- 
times. 


The ale-chamber 
shall net be 
entered. 

The Stewards shall 
find sureties for 
giving an account 
of the goods at the 
yearly general 
meeting. 


No one shall make 
noise in time of 
feasting. 

No one shall stay 
in the gild-house 
after the Aider- 
man has gone. 

No gild-brother 
shall give pledge 
or become surety 
for another, or 
begin any suit at 
law, without leave 
of the Alderman 
and others, -who 
shall do their best 
to settle the 
quarrel. 


Penalty on any 
one disputing any 
of these ordi- 
nances. 
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CHI n OF ^T. JOHN* HUTh*T, WI.ST MNN. 


• — ry e/'ve 


G- **ef Vc i <!. 


> U gihh\ lie bdml pay, to amcndeim 11 1 of vis gihle, ij.s. Aiul 
\c Dccn Hclml liauc for his trnunylc, be yc 301*0, vj.«/. 

Adam Ontelnwc liabet in custodin, do bonis dietc 
Oildo, vj.,v. \ iij.r/. 

Ilenricus Boston liabet vj./?. viij.t/. 

Notk. — Two points in this return call for remark here. First , the 
letter 4 K is used four times in one sentence, each time at the beginning 
of one of the four clauses that make up the sentence. In every other 
place throughout the return, 4 y* is \ised for the onc-lctter sound of 
‘th.’ In other returns, sometimes 4 )>' is used, sometimes 4 y;’ but 
whichever is used, it is constant throughout the same return. 
Second , in this return alone is it stated, though the fact was probably 
the same in every gild, that the offerings at the dirge were to be spent 
in buying bread to be given to the poor. (Compare the return No. 
XLYJ.) And the bread so bought is to be 'wyht-al* or ‘wastcl* 
bread, that is, bread ‘white and well baked/ In other words, the 
dole to the poor shall be of eatable bread of the best quality, and not 
‘cocket* (seconds) or 4 siinneT (twice baked) bread.* The word 
‘wastel’is no doubt (by the very common transposition of the ‘s’) 
the Old Northern 4 veitsla* (feast), the wastcl bread being what should 
always be given to guests. * Vcitslu-dagr* is dies epularis . 

These two sentences seem to me to shew that part at least of the 
ordinances found in this return were copied from the now lost ordi- 
nances of some gild much older than the date when this one itself 
began. 

* In a vocabulary of the early part of the fifteenth century, contained 
in Mr. Mayer’s privately printed volume of Vocabularies, no less than 
twelve sorts of bread are named (pp. 197, 198). But among these there 
are many of very coarse quality, and not made from wheat. Waste!, 
cocket, and siinnel are the only sorts recognized in the 44 Assise of Bread. ” 
In the Vision of Piers Plowman, the contrast between the sorts of bread is 
strongly put. Piers tells Hunger that, 

44 A lof of Benes and Bren, I bake for my children 
but adds that, after harvest, 

44 Ne no Beggare eten Bread, fat Benes inne come, 

Bote Coeket and Cler Matin, an of clene whete.” 

(Mr. Skeat’s edition of the Vernon Text, pp. 89, 90.) 

See further, the Note at the end of the “ Usages of Winchester,” in Part 
III. of this work. 
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XXXIX. 

[Gild of St. James,] North Lenxe, Sancti Edmundi.* 

Tn ye honour of ihesu crist of heuene, and of liis modyr 
seynte marie, and of alle holy halewen, and specialike in the 
honour of seynte James, of qwom owre fraternite is foundyn 
and stablyd. Yeis arn ye ordynnaunces of our Gylde, ordeynd 
be alle the hoi fraternite. Yat ther shuln ben foure morwespeches 
be 5ere. Ye first shal be aftere ye drynke : ye secunde slial be ye 
Sunday nest aftere the fest of sein mihel : ye thryd shal be ye 
Sunday nest aftere the pyffanye : the ferde shal be the Sunday 
nest aftere ye fest of sen Barnabe apostel. And who-so be 
somound to any of yeise morwespeches, or to any othere, and 
he be in hele, and wille nouht comen, ne make non attorne 
for him, he shal paye to ye lijt half a pound of wax. And 
if ye Deen falie of his somouns, he shal paye, for ilk a broyere 
and sistere nouht somound, to ye amendement of ye lijt, j .d. 
And also ordeynd it is, yat eueriche broyere and sistere shal paie, 
at eueriche morunspeche, ob. to ye wax, for to meyntene iij. 
Candelle brennend a-forn ye seintt of seint Jame, in ye wor- 
schepe of god and of yat holi seint, seynt Jame, in ye tyme yat 
diuine seruise is seyd in festiualle dayes. And who-so be chosen 
in offyce of Alderman, and he for-sake ye offyce, he shal paie, to 
amendement of ye lijt, j .li. wax ; and eythere skyueyn, j. li. wax ; 

* CCCX. 141. Condition, fair ; but a large piece destroyed. 

+ So in original. No doubt “ altar,” or “image,” was intended to be 
written. 


Four meetings 
shall be held every 
year, to each of 
which every one 
shall come, under 
penalty. 


The Dean shall be 
fined if he fail to 
summon any. 

Three candles shall 
be kept burning 
during divine 
service. 


Officers chosen, 
and not serving, 
shall be fined. 


(.1) 1) Ol ST. JVM! s, 
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• ' w. I be J •••►uhed 
t*jr m fine. 


One Uliein? or 
wmrjnj: another, 
»h*U \mr a fine. 


T> <* aJ- -chamber 
&+U not Ik? 
mt< n<l. 


Tfi* Steward* 

*>•0 Pnd Biroti^ 

I r tl»e p. . «*& of 

II • ri*l, and 

re* - V* r an account 
at the vcarlv 
general meeting. 


No n<-t*? nrr 
jantrUn? allowed 
d'lrinp feast or 
meeting. 


nzitl jo Du'n, j. quarter li. wax. And whoso outre in to yin 
frnk rnitc, lie idi&l pair vo ntlu-s of yo lions, sonc-ao he comet} 
in : to jo Alderman, ij.</. ; to \e Clerk, j.</.; and to ye Deen, yl . ; 
nnd to vv wax, j.</. ; and fynden suflisaml bonves to make yc 
paMnent of his eouenauns for his cut re. And if any broyere 
or frisk* re of \is Gylde he dad, he filial do come ye Candolles of yc 
Gylde to yc Dirigo, and warn alle yc Gylde breycren and sistcres 
to coinen and oflVen ob. atte chcrche ; and he y l comet} nouht to 
ye oflreud, he filial payo, at ye next morwespeehe, ].d. to the 
alnuis for ye sowle. And if any broyere or sisterc be deed, he 
filial bane, of ye propre Cat el of yc Gylde, xxx.d. to messes for 
his sowle, and yc Alderman and ye Skcucyns sliuln do syngc tlio 
messes qwer-so welyn yei sliuln. And qwo-so he Alderman, lie 
filial haue, attc cucnes, cytherc eucnc, a galoun of ale and a qwyt 
lof; and ye Skyucyn, eithere heuen, a potcl of ale. And if any 
brothcre or sisterc of ye Gylde fallc at any meschef, he slial ban, 
in yc wooke, qwyles he lcuetli, iiij.c/. to sustynaunce. And who- 
so he rebel of his tunge a-geyn yc [AWerjman, or ageyn any of 
yc Gylde hretheren or sisters, in [time of </r?/n]kyngc, or* of 
morwespeehe liolden, he schal paie, to \jjg amendement] of yc 
li}t, di. li. wax. And if any broyere or sisterc of y[i$ Glide 
here] bis broyere or his sistere any falsed or wronge [on hand , and 
it may] be proued be ye Gylde bretheren or sisteres, [he slial 
paie y to yc «7U£n]dement of ye li}t, j .li. wax. And wlio-so [ mtret 3 
in-to ye cliambre ] there ye ale lytlic inne, wt-outc [leue of men of 

ofjyce , he slial ] payc to ye li}t ].d. And ordeynd is, 

yc Skyueyns schuln [have] in hand 

hem, be sufficiaunte [borvsc] s, to bryng 

wespeche bi-fora [ye AWeJrman, and * 

vp-on table. And w[ 4 o-so] faly, yt 

payc to ye li}t ij.fr. wax, or h[fr$ bonces for him . And who-so] 
make noyse or ianglyngc in tyme [of drynk, or of morwespeehe] 
holden, and ye Deen comande hym be [still, and he wil nout , 
he slial ] paye to ye li}t di. li wax, or lesen ye [ Gilde , but if he 

* This word Is written “of” in the MS. But it is so plainly a slip of 
the pen, that I have read it as if the letter “ r” had been written. 
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haue grace. And ] ye Deen shal haue for his traualie, be 3ere, salary of the 

iiij.cZ. And \ordeyned ] is, be alle ye Gylde breyeren, yt euerilke 

broyere and sistere shal paye to ye Almus, for evere-ilk broyere Aims for souls’ 

sake. 

and sistere [ for\ his soule. 

Johannes Knolles, Alderman : et nichil liabet de Catellis. The gild has no 

9 stock in hand. 

North Lenne. 
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l'oar men 1 "):* 
»h**l be h*W c\try 
jttr, to each of 
h ncrr on* 
*b*Il come, under 


The Dean »lsml] bo 
fined l i he fjul to 
lurnmob &nj*. 


Three candle* 
»i»H bo krpt 
burning during 
dn Inc ten ice. 


» tie,) 

Ot^cen chovn, 
and not wrung, 
ftfuUl be fined. 


New. c^rom drill 
houwsfec*. 
and find sureties 
f r payment of 
cntranco-money. 


XL 


[Gild of Rt. Edmund,] North Lkxnk, Sancti Edmundi.* 

1 n ye lionour of iliesu crist of lieucne, ami uf his modcrc scinte 
maryc, and of alle lioli halowen, and specialikc of yat lioli 
martyr seint Edimindc ye kyngc, yis fFraternite is foundyn and 
stabled. And yis Gyldc slial liaue fourc morwcspcches bi jere. 
Yc first slial be aftcre ye drvnkc : ye secounde slial l>ene ye first 
Sunday of lentone : ye yriddc slial bene ye Sunday afterc seintc 
Thomas ye martyr : ye fourte shal bene yc Sunday aftcre seint 
Dionisc. And who-so be somound to any of yise morwe- 
S]>eches, or to any oycre, and lie be in hcle, and lie whillc noulit 
come, nc make attornc for him, he shal paic to yc Yiyt half a 
poundc of wax. And if yc Dccn faile of his somouns, lie shal 
paic, for ilke a broycre and sisterc yat is noulit somonde, to 
amendement of ye lijt, j.c/. And also ordeynd it is, yat eucriche 
broycre and sisterc shal paic, at cuerich morwcspcchc, ob. to yc 
wax, for to mentenc iij. Candolle brennend a-forn yc seint, in yc 
worschcpc of god and of j rt iclie lioli seint, seint Edmundc yc 
kynd 1 and martyr, in yc tyme yat diuinc seruise is scyd in festi- 
uallc dayes. And who-so be chosen in offyee of Alderman, and 
he for-sake yc offyee, lie slial paic, to amendement of yc \i}t, j .li. 
wax ; and eythere skeueyn, di. li. wax ; and ye Deen, quarter li. 
wax. And qvvo-so entre in to yis fraternite, lie shal paic ye 
rightes of ye lious, sone-so he comet 3 in : to ye Alderman, yl . ; 
to yc Deen, ob. ; to ye Clerk e, ob . ; and to ye wax, ob . ; and fynde 
sufiisaundc borwes to make ye paiement of his couenauns for his 


* CCCX. 149. .Condition, fair; but a large piece destroyed. 
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entre. And if ani broyere or sistere of yis Gylde be deed, ye 
Dcen slial do come ye Candelle of ye Gylde to ye dirige, and 
warne alle ye Gylde breyeren and sisteres to eomen and offre an 
halpeny at ye kyrke ; and he yat comet3 nouht to ye offrende, he 
shal paie, at ye next monvespeche, to ye almus, j.d. for ye soule. 
And if any broyere or sistere of yis Gylde be ded, he shal haue, of 
ye propre Catel of ye Gylde, xxx.d. to messes for his soule, and 
at ye Alderman and ye Skeueyns do singe yo messes. And who 
is rebel of his tunge a-geyn ye Alderman, or a-geyn ani of ye 
Gylde breyeren or sistere, in time of drynke or of morwespeclie 
holden, he shal paie, to amendement of ye lijt, di. li. wax. And 
if any broyere or sistere of yis fraternite bere his broyere or 
sistere ani falsed or wronge on hande, and it may be proved bi 
ye Gylde breyeren or sisteres, he shal paye, to amendemente 
of ye li3t, j .li. wax. And who-so entret3 in-to ye Chaumbre 
yere ye ale lyt3 inne, with-oute leue of men of offyce, he shal 
paie to ye lyt j .d. And ordeynd is, yat ye Catel of yis Gylde 
yat ye Skeueyns shulen haue [in hand ] shal be deliuered to hem, 
bi suffieiaunt bonves to brynge ye catel, [at ye general morwe- 
speche, bi-forn ye Alderman and ye Gyld brey e[ren and sisteres, 
and leyii\ doun vp-on ye table bi-forn ye Alderman. And wh. . . . 

paiement, he shal paie to ye l^t of ye gylde 

And who-so make noyse or iangele in time of 

and ye Deen comaunde hym be stille 

di. li. w r ax, or lese ye fraternite of 

uaile, bi 3ere, iiij.d. And ordeynd 

and sistere shal paie to ye aim 


Services for the 
dead, and offer- 
ings. 


Masses for souls of 
the dead. 


Unruly speech 
shall be punished 
by a fine. 


One belicing or 
wronging another 
shall pay a fine. 


The ale- chamber 
shall not be 
entered. 

The Stewards shall 
find sureties for 
the goods of the 
gild, and render 
an account at tho 
yearly general 
meeting. 


No noise nor 
jangling allowed 
during feast or 
meeting. 


Salary of the 
Dean. 

Alms for souls* 
sake. 


Robertus Kocsoun, A 1 


The Alderman of 
the gild. 


10S 


XLI. 


Vour nv«inr« 
►•mil tw hrM cun 1 
mr, to mch of 
wh«rh even one 
•hall coxae, under 
f w mh y. 


The I>e*n ►KaII be 
finetl if he (ail to 
mnmon any. 

Three candle* UuUl 
l«r k#*yt burning 
during divine 
*en ice. 

1 UW 


Off cen chosen, 
and not serving, 
»hAJl be fined. 


New-comers shall 
fay the house- 
fees *nd find 
sureties for ymy- 
m nt of entrance- 
money. 


[Gild of Caxdlemass,] Noutii Lexxe, Saxcti Edmuxoi.* 


T n the hou r e of ihcsu crist of licucn, and of is moderc seinte 
-l- uinric, and of allc holy halowen, and spccialikc of ye fest of 
oure lady yat is doped Candelmcsscday, this fraternitc is founden 
and stabled. And this Gyldc shallc hauen foure mornspcchcs by 
jerc. Tlic fyrste shallc ben the morn nexte aftcrc Candelmcsday. 7 i\ 
The sccundc shallc be the Sunday next aftcrc y° feste of ye 
Annunciacioun of oure lady seinte marie. And the threddc-^ 
shallc ben ye sonday next aftcrc y° feste of y c Natiuitc of oure Sty 
lady. The fourthc shallc ben yc sonday next aftcrc yc feste of 
ye C oncepciou n of oure lady. And wlio-so be somound to nny^ 
of yis morunspechcs, or to any otherc, and he be in hele, and lie 
willc nouht come, ne make none attornc for hym, he shallc payc 
to j'c lyjt j.fi. wax. And if ye Dccn faile of his somouns, 
he shallc paye, for ilke a broycre and sistcrc yat is nouht somond, 
di. li. of wax. And also ordeynd it is, yat eucrichc broycre and 
sistere shal payc, at eucrich morunspcche, ob. to ye wax, for 
to mcyntcnc iij. Candclles of wax brennend aforn yc 1 , in yc wor- 
schipc of god, and of iche holy mayden our lady seint marie, in yc 
tyme yat diuine seruisc is seyd in festivalle dayes. And wlio-so 
be chosen in offyee of alderman, and he for-sake ye offyee, lie 
shallc payc, to amendement of yc lyt3, ij .li. of wax 5 and eythcre 
skj-ucyne, j .li. of wax; and ye Dccn, di. li. of wax. And who-so 
entre in to yis fraternitc, he shallc paye y° ryjtes of ye hous, 
Boon-so hce eomen in: to ye Alderman, yd.) to ye Dccn, yd.) 


CCCX. 207. Condition, fair ; but a large piece destroyed. 
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and to ye wax, ob.j and fynden sufficiaunt borwes to make yc 
payment of ys couenante3 for is entree. And if any broyere or 
sistere of this gylde be ded, he shalle do comen ye Candelle of ye 
Gylde to ye Dirige, and warn alle y e Gylde breyeroun and 
sisters to eomen and offren oh. atte ye Chirche : and he yat 
eomct3 nouht to ye offrend, hee shalle paye, atte next morun- 
speche, j .d. to ye Almus for ye soule. And if any broyere or sistre 
of yis Gylde be ded, hee shalle haue, of ye propre catelle of 
ye Gylde, xxx.d. to messes for is soule. And ye Alderman and 
ye Skyueyns shun* do syngge y e messes, vppoun ye disposicioun 
of ye Alderman and ye Skyueyns. And who-so be rebelle of is 
tonge agayne ye Aldre[man], or agayne any of ye Gylde bretherene 
or sisteren, in tyme of [drynk ] or of morunspeehe holdene, hee 
shal paye, to amendement of ye lyt3, j. li. \wax. And] if any 
broyere or sistere of yis fraternite bere is broyere or sistere any 
[falsed or wrong] on hande, and it may be proued by ye gylde 
breyerene or sis \teren, he shal paye, to ajmendement of ye lyt3, 
j .li. wax. And who-so entre in \to ye chaumbre yer ye ale lyt^] 

in, wt-out leue of men of office, he shalle he shalt 

ordenyd is, yt y e catelle of yis Gylde yt y e sk 

shalle be delyuered to hem by suffysaunt 

general morunspeehe be-for ye Aide 

table ; and who-so faille yat d 

or is borwes for him. And 

or of is morunspeehe holden 

nouht, he shal paye to ye 

by 3ere, iiij.cZ. And ordey 

and sistre shalle paye to ye 

ye soule. 

John Knolle, Alderman ye se 
North Lenne. 

* This word has a scratch over it, which may be accidental, hut which 
(though, if so, very unusual) may be intended for a mark of contraction, 
as if the word should be read “shullen.” But there is no other instance of 
the kind throughout these returns. “Schun” (before, p. 67, twice) has no 
such mark. 

+ These two words are thus twice written in the original. 


Services for the 
dead, and offer- 
ings. 


Masses for souls of 
tlie dead. 


Unruly speech 
shall be punished 
by a fine. 


One belieing or 
wronging another 
shall pay a fine. 


The ale- chamber 
shall not be 
entered. 

The Steward shall 
find sureties for 
the goods of the 
gild, and render 
an account at the 
yearly general 
meeting. 


Aimes for souls' 
sake. 


no 


I-V*n fra>er» liuil] 
l»r *a 1. out of the 
t - -rch O'See*. 


Burnls At co«t of 
tLe £iki- 


Drowned men 
i 1 ia .11 be »earchcd 
for. 


XLII. 


[Gild of tiik IIoly Trinity, Wygxale, Norfolk.*] 

Ccrtificacio fundacionis ct regimmis glide Sanctc Trinitatis dc 
Wygnale, per Aldermannum ciusdcm. 

T n the worcliip of god, and of his modur marie, an specialy of 
* the holi trinite, in qwose worcliip this fraternitc is be* 
gonne. Sey a pater noster, and Auc pur charite, and ne nos, 
See. ; laudenms qui fecit celum, &c. ; Bcnedicnmus patrem, &c. ; 
laudeimis, &c. j Benedictus es dominc, &e.j per signum sanctc 
crucis, See . ; In omnem terrain exiuit sonus corum, ct in fine 
orbis, &c. ; Oremus, Oremus, Omnipotens, &c. ; Be-scge we iliesu 
crist mercy, for the pecs, an for the stat of holy chirche, for 
the pope of Rome an his Cardinales, See. ; vt in Pulpito.t And 
for alle the gilde bretherun an sisterun that this gilde furst 
begonne, and longest sal vp-haldene, says a pater noster, Plmlmus 
Deus misereatur nostri, Sec. Also qwat brother or sustre die, 
and he may noughte be broughte to the hergdes wyt his owne 
catelle, he sal be broughte wyt the broderhedes. And if lie 
be drowned in water, he sal be soughte vj. myle about, and 
the lyghte be broughte be-for hem to the kirke. Other funda- 
cioun es tlier non. 

* CCCX 20. Condition, disfigured by the use of galls. 

t The MSS. of this and the two following returns are in such bad condi- 
tion, that I feared that some of the initial words of the prayers named in 
them might not have been correctly taken down. I am indebted to the 
courtesy of the learned author of “The Church of our Fathers” (already 
quoted in the Introduction), for the verification of their correctness, save 
in a few cases where the scribe of 1389 has made literal blunders too 
obvious to mislead any one. 


Ill 


XLIII. 


[Gild of the Assumption,] Wyggenale, en Contee de Norfolk* 

Anno regni Regis Richardi secundo 1 viij 0 ., die Assumsionis. 

Tn ye worschipp of Jhesu crist, and of is dere moder seynt 
mare, and ye holy feleschipp of heuene, and specialy of 
oure lady sent mare of ye assumcion of oure lady, in wyche 
fraternite ys be-gunne, in ye ton of Wygenhale, for to wor- 
schippe oure lady. In ye worschipp of god and of is moder, 
in a-mendement of oure lyff, and sauacion of oure saules, and 
sayes a Pater noster and a aue pur charite. 

Laudemus Deum, &c. Benedicamus pater, &c. Benedictus 
es, &c. Per signum sancte, &c. 

Maria virgo semper letare, que meruisti Christum portare, 
celi et terre conditorem, quem de ytero tuo protulisti, mundi 
Saluatorem. Deo gratias. 

Be-seke we Jhesu crist mercy, ffor ye state of holy chirche 
and al yer-to longes. 

Also we schal be-seke for oure lord Kyng Bichard of ynge- 
lond, and for ye qwene, and ffor alle ye baronyge, and for alle yat 
to yam longes, yat gyff yam grace to ouer-come ere enmys. 

Also we schal be-seke for ye pope of Rome, and ye Patriarcke 
of Jerusalem, and for alle holy kirke, and al yat to it longes. 

Also we schal be-seke for ye holy lond, yat Jhesu crist, for is 
mekul mercy, brynge it in to criste powere. 

Also we sal be-seke for y e frutte y 4 is on ye herthe, yat god 
send it soche wedurynge y 4 may turne cristen men to profyt. 


1 (sic.) 


Latin prayers to 
be said out of the 
Church Offices. 


English prayer of 
this gild, for the 
Church ; 

for the King, 
Queen, and 
baronage ; 


for the Pope and 
the patriarch ; 


for the holy land ; 


for the fruit of the 
earth ; 


* CCCX. 1 19. Condition, very bad. 


113 ? 


c,iu» or tii»: Assoimov, 


l » Alr*M 1*4 

lnt»Wn 

far lb* (^Mwitn 


Aad far thr tuih 
of lb# M tod 
ibc tiling. 


Xtmet of ihe 
bnrl* rnrn tod 
vk*crm of It) 
fiM. 


Ami fTor $chipp-nien ami for al men yat trauayle, be sc ami be 
land. Ami for al \ at 3 is fraternite first bc-guunc, ami longe.s 
wil vp-hold. Ami yei to saye a pater noster pur chnritc.* 

Dens miseriatur nostri, Arc. ; Gloria patri, Arc.; Kyrieleison, 
Are.; pater noster, A.c. ; Dies fuit, Arc.; habumlat qucincumquc ; 
Deus a quo, Arc. 

Also be-seke Jliesu mercy for oure fadere saulcs, and for oure 
modere saules, and for yc cristc saulcs yt ben in yc bitter paync of 
purgntore, and for al yc brethirc saulcs and sisturres yat to yis 
fraternitee longcs, and mayntcyncn in yc worschipp of oure 
Lady. Says a pater noster, Arc.; Dc profundis, Arc.; oremus ; 
Incline Dominc 11c fidcles, Arc.; bcuedicitc dominus, Arc.; Illc 
nos bcucdicat. Codes liclpc be a-mong vs. Amcu. 

Johannes de Tydde. 

Robcrtus de Gcdncy. 

Adam Ilalyward. 

Robert us Hclys. 

Johannes Dey. 

Thomas dc Tyringctouu. 

Johannes Gerard. 

Johannes de Ileysscwelle. 

Johannes Wyntur. 

Galfridus Lower. 

Ricardus Mayden. 

Laurence Laycy. 

Thomas Drcwry. 

Cicillia Leman. 

Angmeta Haliward. 

Assclyn Millcncr. 

Beatrix Dcyc. 

Isabella Laicy. 

Cicillia de Tydde. 

Katerina Witrasse. 

Margarcta Garenelle. 

* Compare with this the very remarkable prayer of the Gild of St. 
Christopher, Norwich, before, pp. 22, 23. 
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Wyntur. 

Alicia Paschelewe. 

Alicia Gerard. 

Angneta Spense. 

Katerina de Gedney. 

Alicia Daundy. 

Elena Williams, filia. . . . 

Qwat brother or systur dey of yis fraternite, if he deye soden 
dede, be water or be lond, he sclial be soughte vj. myle a-boute, 
of oure cost, if he be nought of power to pay for hym-self; 
and oure lytlie to ye derige and to ye kirke ; and ye next 
sonunday aftere, he sclial haue ix. messes. And al yo y* were 
naught at ye beriynge of ye corse, schal pay a ob. to oure lady 
lyght, and to ye leuacion of godes bodi ... kepe, if may so far 
reche. 

Qwat brothere or systure bere other any falsed on hand, and 
schal paye to ye lyght ob. 

Ista sunt debit 3 - de gylda de Assumsionis beate marie, in 
villa de Wygenhale. 

Robertas Helys habet de moneta, vj.s. viij.c?. 

Thomas Drewre debet xl.<A 

Qwat man yat comes nought to yis toy morunspeche, he schal 
pay to yis lyght a ob. 

[Several names have been written on the back of this roll, 
with some accompanying description ; but the whole is now 
quite illegible.] 


Search shall be 
made for any one 
dying suddenly, by 
water or by land j 
and he shall 
have burial ser- 
vices. 


Any one belieing 
another shall be 
fined. 


Goods of the gild. 


Any one not 
coming to the two 
meetings shall be 
fined. 


8 


Ill 


Ut.Q pmun to 
be mki, <m\ i 
Cburcli oficoi. 


!> jrfUh prut r of 
tU • s-M. f-r tl*c 
church, pope, 
cardinal*. j«tri- 
•rrh, arch* Vp 
of ('ant* r un , 
and ot‘ *t U Uk j*. 
A: kin? . nd 

qu ^n. and th* 
com. • nj of the 
realm. 


XLIV. 


Ctrtificalio regiminis gilde de Ckaxhoxe, in villa de Wygxalk, 
per Thomam Chapcleyn , Aldermannum .* 

Tn hour of ihcsu of licucn, and of liis modcr seinte marie, an 
of allc lmlwen, ami special) - of seint Johan the Ewangclist, in 
qwose vvorehij) this fraternite is bc-gunnc. Sey a pater nostcr ; 
pur charite ; Et no nos, &e. ; set libera nos, &c. ; laudemus 
dcu in, qui fecit celuin, mare, et omnia que in eis sunt ; Bcncdi- 
cainus patrem, &c. ; laudemus, &e. ; Bencdictus, &c.; per signuin 
sanctc crueis, &e. ; In omnem terrain cxiuit; oremus ; Ecclesiam 
tuam quist domino, &c. Bcscclic we ihesu crist mercy, for 
the pees and state of holy chirchc, for the pope of Borne an 
the cardinals, for the patriak of Jerusalem, and for the stat and 
pees of holy chirche: — meinten hem and susten hem; and for 
the Archibischope of Canterbury, and the Bischope of Norwyche, 
and for the Prioresse of Crabous,} and for alle the coucnt, 
and for alle Archibischopes, Bisshopes, Abbotes, Priours, an for 
alle men and wommen of religioun ; and for the kynge and the 

* CCCX. 139. Condition, very bad. 

+ This seems to be a mistake for “qiuesumus,” or for some contraction 
of that word ; but it is plainly “quis” in the MS., and it has no mark of 
contraction over it. 

X It is right to say that this name could not have been made out from 
the original return alone. But, on comparing it with an ancient MS. in 
my possession (formerly in the famous Dering collection, but once belong- 
ing to Sir Koger Twysden), which gives names and particulars of the old 
abbeys and priories in England and Wales, I find that all the remains of 
the word that can be traced in this return (except the dropped “h,” and 
“u" for “ w”), agree with the name “Crabhows,” which is recorded in that 
MS. as being in the county of Norfolk. Sec also Tanners Notitia , Nor- 
folk. “ Crabhouse.” 
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qwene, and al tlie Comones of this Roialme, vt patct in Pulpito, 
&c. And also more-ouer, this is the ordinance of this Gilde, 
apud Cranbone in villa de Wyggenale ; qwyche was be-gunne in 
the day of Seint Johan the Ewangelist, in the 3 ere of Kynge 
Richard second xj°. That if any man be ded of this fraternite, 
wyt-inne vj. myle about, 0 lond or of watre, and the lyghte sal 
be brought to bery hym, wyt the cost of al the companie. 
And qwo-so of that companie absent hym fro the beryyng, he 
sal paie an alpenie to the gilde. Also, if any mann of companie 
ben wrothe, they sal take tway men of the bretliere to accorden 
hem; and if they mo we nought accorden hem, ethir sal peye a 
peny to the lyghte, an pursue to the Commone laghe qwer-so- 
euer they wylle. Also more, twey dais of mornspeche in the 
yere : that is for to say, on the day aftir day of seint Thomas 
in Cristimasse : the secounde, seint Thomas day of Canterbury. 
And qwo-so comythe nought to the day, if the ben in town, the 
sal paie an alpenye to the lyghte. Also ,we haue a peyntid 
clothe that cost xl.s., qwyche was ordeined to hang in the chirche 
in the 1 of seint Johan on hes festes. Also, we fyndyn a torche 
to servyn atte leuacion in time of messe. An be-for the ymage 
of seint Johan we fynden iij. Candelie of wax. And non other 
fundacion no gouernynge es in oure [gilde]. 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 1387. 


Burials at the cost 
of the gild. 


Every quarrel 
shall be brought 
before two 
bretheren. 


Two meetings shall 
be held every year. 


Goods of the gild. 


1 (tie.) 


11G 


XLV. 


C< rtificatio • fund adonis ct reylminis oilde sancte Trinitatis, de 
Wygnalh, jkir Willclmum Cautynye, Aldermannum ejusdcm.* 


Four rrwii* ri 
•L-'-i be l— M c y .ry 


F»vhk n u to be 
ma I* At (b v 
meeting 

The cild 
Urgun a„d. 13s7. 


Goods of the gild. 


Til lion r of ihesu crist, and his modir seintc marie, and al the 
holy felichipe of heuen, an spccialy of the Trinite, in qwom 
this fraternite is begonne, be al the conscil of xxxj. bretheren 
and sisteren ; for to hold foure mornspeclies in the yere, in 
worchipe of the Trinite, and in aincndement of al holy chirchc, 
and helpyng of oure soules. The first inornspcelie, of Trinite 
Sunday: the secomle, after seint Johancs day in heruest : tlie 
tlired, on Sunday after seint andrewes day : the fourt, on mid- 
lentenc Sunday. Also, that eueriche mann be redy at thys foure 
days, for to paie to the holy Trinites light ob. Thys is accordc be 
al the liolyt berthere. In the yere of Ivynge llicliard xj. this 
gildc was begonue : and therto, in'worchip of god and holy 
cherche, William Cautyng, Aldennann of the forsaide gilde, and 
allc the bretheren and sisteren, paien a certein somme of seluer 
to leghte of Trinite, qwyche amont to vj .s. ij.cZ. ob. Otlier funda- 
cion no gouernynge is noughte in oure gildc. 


* CCCX. 144. Condition, fair. 

+ This word “holy” is so in the MS.; but it is clearly a mistake for 
“ hole” = whole. 
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XL VI. 


[Gild of St. Peter,] Wyggenale, en Contee de Norffolk.* 


I n honoure and worscliippe of Jhesu crist, and of is dere moder 
sent mare, and al ye holy feleschipp of heuene, and specialy 
of ye holy a-postille sent Peter, in qwose [worscliippe] this fra- 
ternite is be-gunne. For to hold toy morunspeches in ye jere : 
ye first, at ye fest of sent Peter ye a-postil ; ye secunde, ye 
sonunday next after ye twelft day. And, at ye general day, 
yat ilke a brother be redy wit othir, to go to ye kirke wit is 
brethere wit a garlond of hoke Lewes. 

Yis is hordenned be ye a-sent of al ye brethere and systurs of 
yis fraternite : yat euer-iche brothere and systure be redy to go to 
ye kirke, wen any brothere or systure is ded of yis fraternete ; 
and yat euer-iche brothere hoffer a ob.; and yat iche a brother 
gyff a halpeny wortht of bred for is soule, and yat he haue 
vij. messes songen for is soule. 

And also, if he dey, yat is for to say if he be perichee be water 
or be lond, yen schal is gyld brethere gare seke him iij. myle 
aboute, and brynge him to cristen mennes bereynge, if he be 
noujt in power of is owen ca telle; and ye lyght be brought be-for 
liyrn to ye dcrige, and to y e kirke ; yat is for to say, a torclie 
yat schal bren at ye leuacion of ye messe euer-iche sonnunday. 
Also wen yat ye brethere and sisture ben geyderd at yere generate 
day, qwat godes man come to oure fraternite, he schal haue 
mete and dry nke, qwyles it wil last. And also a taper for to 
bren be-for sent Petur, of a pond of wax. 


Two meetings 
shall be held every 
year. 

All shall go to 
church with a 
garland of oak 
leaves. 


Service for the 
dead, and 
offerings. 


Bread to be given, 
and masses sung, 
for souls of the 
dead. 


Men dying by 
water or land to 
be searched for 
and buried. 


Meat and drink to 
be given at the 
yearly meeting. 


* CCCX. 163. Condition, fair. 


ns 


r.nt> or m. h mi, tvujor.NWi.r., xoitronK. 


of t** ftAi 


[Indorsed on t lie foregoing return is t he following: — ] 
Cnt<lln tie gykie Sancti l\tri in Wygenlmlo, in ye ton ende 

Wilklmus Cautyng r.s. vj.(/. 

Wilklmus Hnrald v.s. vj.</. 
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XL VII. 


[Gild of] Est Wyxch, de Comitatu Norfolcie.* 


I 


n ye honowre of ihesu cryste, and of hese modyir seynte 
marye, and of al y e companye of hewene, and specialleclie of 


sen Jon y e baptyst, in qwose name yis gylde is hordeynyd. Yis Four meetings 

gilde clial hawe foore morwe-specliiis : y e fyrste morwe-speche year. 

schal ben on sen Jon day; y e secunde schal ben on y e swnday 

after y e feste of sen micael ; y e yrede schalben on sen Jon-is 

day in cristemesse ; y e ferde schalben on y e Sunday after 

crowchemesse dai. Yis gylde schal hawe an haldyrman, and to officers of the gild, 

. and their fees. 

screweynys, and a clerk ; and qwat man y l comyt in, he chal 
payn a peny to y e wax, and a peny to ye clerk. And hewery 
yer schal y e aldyrman callyn vp fore men of y e breyern, for to officers shall be 

J J J J r j j > chosen by p!cked 

chesen aldyrman, and to screweynys y* ben profitable for to men. 
kepyn y e gelde catel : and if ony of hem for-sake hys office, y* is officers chosen, 

and not serving, 

to seyne, y e aldyrman schal payn halwe a pownd of wax to y e shall pay a fine. 

leyt of sen Jon, and eyther screweyny a qwarter of wax. And if 

ony broyer or sister be ded of yis gelde, he chal hawe y e candelle Services for the 

J # dead, and 

of y e gylde to y e derige, and ewery broyer or syster chal offeryn offerings. 

a fer3yng, and yewen anoyr for y e soule. And qwat broyer or 

sister y* comyt nowt to y e offeryng, he chal payn, at ye nexte 

morwe-speche, a peny to y e elmesse. And qwat broyer or sister Masscsfor^ouis 

be det \of] yis gylde, he chal liawen xiij. messes of y e pro-pir 

cat \el of] ye gylde. And if ony broyer or sister be sek on Allowance to 

members in 

general d \ay, he dial] hawen a lof, and a potel of ale, and mes of sickness. 


* CCCX. 64. Condition, fair ; but a piece destroyed. 


(Hl.n OY } \ S T W\Sn\ f MMUOLK. 


kcchm [thiJT. -1 ft*/ ] ) is g> Me was onleynvl ami l>c gwnyn in 
y [. . . i /ere of the rr«/ne] of kjng Hie. )° bccumle. 

AKlynnan. William of Holy 

SertwovB, Johannes Sm 

Thomas 
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XL VIII. 

[Gild op St. Peter,] Oxeburghe, [Norfolk].* 

Tn J>e hono r of god, and of kese modir marie, and of seint 
Peter, a 3elde is be-gonne, in )>e 3er of pe regne of pe kyng 
Richard pe secunde, pc secunde 3er. pis is pe ordenaunce of pc 
3ylde ; J * 1 pc alderman and pe bedel, bretheryn and sisteryn of pc 
gilde, schullyn comyn, at pc secunde belle of pe Euesong of seint 
Peter, and beryn a-forn hem a torche brennyngge, of vj. pond of 
wax ; and pat euery gilde broker and sister be at pc euesong and 
messe of seint Peter, and at pe secunde euesong, in pe peyne of 
a pond wax to pe lythe of seint Peter, 3if he be fyue myle be 
halue ; and, at here gilde day, euery man to offeryn a ferthyn at 
messe, and ano]>er to Elmesse. And al-so, at pc ded day of a 
broker, euery couple to 3euyn iij. penys; and Jjt pe aldirman and 
bedel shullyn gaderynt, be asent of alle ]>e brej^eryn. And 3if 
ony broker or sister falle at myschef, he schal haue, be 3 ere, iiij . 1 
And 3if ony broker or sister be-wreye here conseil, he shal payin, 
to le lythe of seint Peter, a pond of wax. 

Billa de catallis gilde sancti Petri in Oxeburghe, v. quartern 
ordei : pretium quartern, xx.d. 

Willelmus Mark, Alderman ; J ohannes Skultoun, bedel. 

* CCCX. 79. Condition, good. This return is one of a bundle of eight 
sewn together ; — of which six are in Latin, and this and the one next fol- 
lowing are in English. All the eight relate to gilds in Oxburgh, Norfolk. 
To the lower edge of the first of the eight, there is sewn a piece of linen 
paper, 2 \ inches by 4% inches, containing an account of the goods of tho 
gild. See before, p. 44 note. 


The gild was 
founded a.d. 1378. 


The officers, 
bretheren, and 
sisteren, shall 
come to evensong 
on St. Peter’s day, 
and make offer- 
ings. 


Help to those in 
trouble. 

1 (sic. 

Fine for bewray- 
ing the affairs of 
the gild. 


Goods of the gild, 
and priee of 
barley. 

Officers of the gild* 


}22 


XLIX. 


[Gild ok St. John Baptist,] Oxkbukqii, cn Ic Coulee , dc 

Norfolk* 


TV fleers 
brr;h»rcn, and 
•i*4- rtn, iJiall 
com* to rvenvin^ 
on the d»v of m, 
John the Uaj tbt, 
and mike otter - 


' (He.) 

l'clp to those in 
trouble. 


Tn ye liono r of god, and of his modur marie, and of seint Johan 
1 Baptist, a brotherhed is be gunne. This is the ordimffice of 
the gildc : — that the Alderman and the bedel, an brethren an 
sistren of the gildc, xlij., comyn at the second belle of the furst 
cuesonge of seint Johan the Baptist, and a candcl beryng a-forn 
hem brennyngc, to the chcrche of seint Johan ; and that eucry 
gildc brother and sistur be at the furst cuesonge, and at the 
messc of seint Johan, and at the second cuesonge, vp the pcin 
of a poundc of wax to the lyght of seint Johan, if lie be thre 
mylc about. And the alderman sal offren a pany at the messe, 
and idle brother and sistre a farthyngc, in the worchip of Seint 
Johan ; and iche brother and sistren schal giffen a farthyngc in 
the worchip of seint Johan. And also, at the ded day of a 
brother or sistre, echo brother an sistre sal jeuen a messe peny, 
a 1 offren a farthyngc, and jeuen a farthyngc to pore men p r his 
soule. And if any brother or sistre fallc at meschief, he sal 
hauen gildc, t houereday a farthyng, and on Sunday a halpcny, 
be jcire, wille that he his at meschief. And if any brothren or 


* CCCX. 80. Condition, fair. See note to the return last foregoing. 

+ The word “gilde” is here used in the sense of that word as found in 
the oldest English (Anglo-Saxon) writings, namely, for a rateable payment, 
as is explained in the Introduction. The word is not thus used in any other 
of these English returns. It will be seen that this Oxeburgh gild was an 
old one, haring been founded A.D. 1307. 


GILD OP ST. JOHN BAPTIST, OXEBUItGH^NORFOLK. 
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sistrcn be dcd, a mile aboute, the brethren and sistrcn sul ben 
at placebo and dirige an at masse, of peine of a pounde of wax. 

Thys gilde was be-gonne in the jere of the rcgne of the Kyng 
Edward the secounde, the first 3ere. 

Billa de catallis gilde sancti Johannis Baptiste, in Oxeburghe, 
xx. quarteria ordei : pretium quarterii, xx.d * 

Robertus Bahrein, Alderman ; et Willelmus Baker, Bedel. 

* In Stow’s Annals (ed. 1615, p. 301) is the following passage : — ‘ In the 
beginning of this yeere [1387], at Leicester, an hundred quarters of Barley 
were sold for an hundred shillings;’ and the marginal note is, — ‘ Barley sold 
for xij.d. the quarter.’ Thus the price of barley in Leicestershire, in 1387, 
was little more than half the price of it in Norfolk in 1388. 


Services for the 
dead. 


The gild was 
begun a.d, 1307. 


Goods of the gild 
and price of 
barley. 


Officers of the gild 




II. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 

OF 

THE ORDINANCES AND USAGES 

OF 

EAELY ENGLISH GILDS. 

FROM ORIGINAL RECORDS 


PUBLIC 

IN THE 

RECORD OFFICE; 

AND 


FROM OTHER ORIGINAL SOURCES. 


M * T of tl • dx*umcnW contained in tliin Tart arc taken from the same 
\ ui< 11 «< * f original *' Return*/* made in t lie twi 1 fill year of Richard II. 
(\ l>. !^\ fn*io which tho whole of tho*' contained in Tart I. arc 
taken lUi t i: nc of the R< turn* uifcl in thin Part were made in English. 
T‘.*> w» r iu*de either in Latin, ur in the ohl Law ■•French. I havo trans- 
lated the ♦ul«*tancv of them more or lens fully in each ca*e, according ns 
th« ..•rL'nal throws more or less light upon tho usages and character of 
F: ^h«h (LI I#, and so upon the Ordinances contained in Part I. A note is 
here added in each case, as in Part I., stating the bundle, number, and con- 
dili *u of the Return u»ed. 

A few instances are taken from other sources than those bundles of 
Return*, though still from documents in the Public Record Office. J givo 
these in order to illustrate, a-s well the character of tiie Gilds themselves, 
as the existence of other important means, besides the Returns here chiefly 
used, of obtaining a know ledge of the old Gilds. Some, again, are taken 
from sources other than the Public Record Office, the source of each being 
acknowledged in its place. In both the cases where I have thus gone 
outside the Returns made in 13S9, several of the originals arc found in 
English, but some are in Latin, and some in the old Law- French. 

The iin|>ortant, and hitherto wholly unknown, illustrations (in English) 
which I have been happy enough to recover from their long hiding-place 
among the old records of the city of Exeter, and which are here printed, 
stand out conspicuously among the rest, as well for their intrinsic interest, 
as for the strong light which they throw on the connection between the old 
Gilds and the Coqiorato Bodies of Cities and Towns. 

This Part II. begins with the Writs sent round, at the end of 1388, to 
all the Sheriffs in England, to make proclamation for the sending up of 
the Returns called for by the Parliament of Cambridge. The illustrations 
that follow are, with one exception, arranged in a rough geographical order, 
beginning in tho North. The one exception is the Gild of Berwick-upon- 
Tweed ; which I put last of all because the Latin original was printed in 
Germany in 1831, being, so far as I am aware, the only document used in 
this volume that had ever been printed, either in England or elsewhere, 
before the present work was begun. It will be seen that the Return made 
by Tf e Great Gild of the Hans-IIouse of Beverley is no exception to the 
originality of the documents now for the first time used. The Gild of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed is here used, because it serves well to illustrate the 
relations in which the old Gilds so often stood to the organic Commonalty, 
or Body Corporate, of the place ; as is further done by Gilds that will be 
found under the heads of Lancaster, Birmingham, Bristol, &c., as well a9 
by the very complete case of Exeter. 
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I. 

WRITS TO THE SHERIFF OF EVERY SHIRE IN 
ENGLAND, TO MAKE PROCLAMATION THAT 
RETURNS SHALL BE SENT UP 
BY ALL THE GILDS. 


(a) The Writ for Returns from the Social Gilds.* 


R ICHARD, by the grace of God, King of England and 
France and Lord of Ireland, to the Sheriffs of London, 
greeting. For certain good, and reasonable causes brought and 
made known before us and our council in our last Parliament, 
held at Cambridge, We, strictly enjoining, command you that 
you do at once, on sight of these presents, in the city aforesaid 
and the suburbs thereof, t where it shall seem to you best, let 
proclamation be made, openly and publicly, that all and every 
the Masters and Wardens of all gilds and brotherhoods whatso- 
ever within the said city and the suburbs thereof , \ shall send up 
returns to us and our council, in our Chancery, fully, plainly, 
and openly, in writing, before the feast of the Purification of 
the blessed Virgin Mary now next, wheresoever it may be, as 

* CCCIX. I. Condition, bad. Latin. 

+ In the Writs issued to the Sheriffs of Shires, the words used, instead 
of “in the city aforesaid and the suburbs thereof,” are as follows: — “in 
your full shire-mote, and also in all cities, boroughs, market towns, and 
other places in your bailiwick, as well within liberties as without.” See 
the Return of the places where the proclamation was made in the county of 
Worcester, after p. 131. 

X In the writs for Shires, the words are, — “ within your said bailiwick.” 

§ To prevent mistake, I here give the date of the year according to 
the modem system of beginning the year with i Bt January. Where dates 


The Sheriffs of 
London [and of 
every shire in 
England] shall, 
by authority of 
the Parliament 
that lately met at 
Cambridge, 


make proclama- 
tion, calling on 
the Masters and 
Wardens of all the 
Social Gilds to 
send up returns, 


before the 2nd 
day of February, 
A. d. 1389 , § 


tm \\ hit i on unt hns 
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»> » i-* ■ * 



Mi Ml 1‘- W» 

»M** <►»' • fi 

Ml. 


M ftt I* Ul 


**4 *. r , u 

l« wh! 


-i (4 m c>*.V 


axxi a« lo the 
\ *«uc «f theee ; 


a i * rt%nr *l«r 
r«n*"uSar t*«ich- 
i» 4 tl»e pl<l» ; 


ut- • j*-n of 
f -r^. r-rt. 


If tl c v haxcai v 
charter!i or letters 
ll v umfct 
tend uf 

ll<*e * lb 
ther returns. 


to llu nitiimr nml form ami authority of the foundation and 
U ginning and continuance and go\cmnnee of the gilds and 
h rutin i I khkU afon-uiil : And as to the manner and form of the 
i.nth*, g»itlu rinc*. foists, and general meetings* of the brcthcren 
n ml s \{ nn; and of nil other such things touching these gilds 
uid brotherhoods: Also as to the liberties, privileges, statutes, 
ordinances, usage*, and customs of the same gilds and brother- 
hoods : Ami moreover, as to all lands, tenements, rents, and 
possessions, whether held in mortmain or not, and as to all 
goods and chattels whatsoever, to the aforesaid gilds and brother- 
hoods in any wise belonging or in expectancy, and in whose 
hands soever such lands, tenements, rents, possessions, goods, or 
chattels may now be for the use of such gilds and brotherhoods : 
And a.s to the true annual value of the said lands, tenements, 
rents, and possessions, and the true worth of the said goods and 
chattels : Also as to the whole manner and form of all and every 
the premisses, and of all other matters and things in any way 
concerning or touching the said gilds and brotherhoods : Upon 
pain of the forfeiture and perpetual loss of all the lands, tenements, 
rents, possessions, goods, and chattels aforesaid, to ns and our 
heirs. And that the said Masters and Wardens shall bring and 
lay before us and our said council, before the said feast of the 
Purification, the charters and letters patent, if they have any,+ 
granted by us or any of our forefathers, in any way touching or 
concerning the aforesaid gilds and brotherhoods, upon pain of the 

are elsewhere given, from original documents, according to the old system 
of carrying on the old year up to and ending on the 24 th March, I have 
added the 9 within brackets, thus “ 1388 [9].” 

*The distinction between the “gatherings” (congregationes) and “general 
meetings” (assemblias) is seen at a glance in most of the ordinances. The 
gild -brethren were bound to gather together, at unfixed times, on the 
summons of the dean, for special purposes ; but, besides these gatherings 
upon special summons, general meetings of the gnlds were held on fixed 
days in every year, for election of officers, holding their feasts, &c. 

t These words (“si quas habent” in original) are alone conclusive upon 
what is, upon other grounds, shown in the Introduction ; namely, that 
no license nor charter of the Crown was necessary to the beginning of any 
of the social gilds. Any gild might, or it might not, have such charters. 
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revocation and perpetual annulling of the charters and letters 
aforesaid, and of all the liberties, immunities, privileges, and 


grants contained in the charters and letters aforesaid. And 
that they shall be ready to do and undertake what shall be 
further ordered and appointed in the premisses by us and our 
said council, by virtue of the authority given us by Parliament. 
Make known to us and our said council, in our said Chancery, 
together with this writ returned, the days and places of the 
making of the proclamation, and the names of those who make 
it, under your seals, plainly and clearly, before the Octaves of 
Saint Hillary now next. And herein fail not at your peril. 


And they must 
fulfil what else 
may be required 
under the 
authority of 
Parliament. 


The Sheriffs must 
send up a state- 
ment of when, 
where, and by 
whom, the procla- 
mation has been 
made. 


Witness myself at Westminster, on the first day of November, 
in the twelfth year of our reign. 

Wyche. 


Dated 1st Novem- 
ber, a.d. 1388. 


[On the original writ, returned by the Sheriffs as above said, is 
the following indorsement : — ] 

We, Adam Karlille and Thomas Austyn, Sheriffs of London, 
make known to you that, by virtue of this writ, we did, on 
Monday next before the feast of St. Edward the King, in the 
twelfth year of the reign of King Richard the Second, as soon 
as this writ was seen, cause proclamation to be openly and 
publicly made in the city of London and in the suburbs thereof, 
where it seemed to us best, of all and every the things set forth 
in the writ, and all the matters therein contained, according to 
the form of the writ and as is therein commanded : namely, in 
Fleet Street in the suburbs of London ;* also, at the Standard 
in Westcheap, London ; also, at the Ledenliall upon Cornliill, 
London ; also, at the Church of St. Magnus in Bridge Street, 
London; also, at the Church of St. Martin in the Vintry, 
London ; also, in the town of Southwark ; by William Avcrey, 
Clerk, and William Popiltone, Sergeaunt. 

* The present ward of Farringdon Without, in which Fleet Street lies, 
was not made into a separate Ward until five years after the issue of this 
Writ. Having, before, been a mere “suburb,” it became, in 17 R. II., a 
separate Ward, choosing, thenceforth, its own Alderman. See Rolls of 
Parliament, 17 R. II. N 3 . 27. 


When, where, 
and by whom, pro- 
clamation was 
made in London 
and the suburbs. 


Fleet Street in the 
suburbs ; 

The Standard in 
Westcheap ; 

The Ledenliall, 
Cornliill ; 

St. Magnus 
Church, Bridge 
Street; 

St. Martin’s 
Church, Vintry; 
Southwark. 
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Tin WRIT rou KM TUNS 


Tb 9 + " .{ 

I- - « » *’ 

I «• -» * 

• « * ** % %* 
t - r.r' 

ten (van Ml At 


male pro-lama* 
l - * * *n 
t«- 

"a* *. .. cl 

Hwr *.*ken of all 
(. '• *f ( rafu 

!• ' * fti v 

charter* **r letters 
pa:«».t, 

t — * <1 up, W'*re 

t - . ^ das of 

I c ruan. a n. 

1* of 

aueh chart -rs and 
letter*, 


u; w penAttv of 
forfa lure- 


And ther mtMt 
fulAl wlial iK© 
taas be n-quired 
ui.d<T tbeautho 
ntv of IWliawent 


Tlx? Sl» nff * rmud 
eend up a *Ule- 
roeM of alien, 
a hen* ai*d by 
uIumii. the | roela- 
u-at r,n lias been 
made. 


Paled Iwi Novem- 
ber, a.d. 13*3. 


(b) Tin: Whit rou Km hns kkom (SilDs or Crafts. 4 ' 

Kiolmnl, by the grace of Cod, King of England and France 
and I^ortl of Ireland, to the Mayor and Sherills of London, 
greeting. For certain good and reasonable causes brought and 
made known before us and our council in our last Parliament, 
hi Id at Cambridge, We, strictly enjoining, command you that 
you do at once, on sight of these presents, in the city aforesaid 
and the suburbs thereof, where it shall seem to you best, let 
proclamation be made, openly and publicly, that all Masters 
and Wardens and Overlookers of all the Mysteries and Crafts 
in the city aforesaid and the suburbs thereof, who hold any 
charters or letters patent, granted by us or any of our fore- 
fathers, touching or concerning in any wise sueli mysteries and 
crafts.f shall bring and lay those charters and letters before us 
and our council, in our Chancery, before the feast of the Purifi- 
cation of the blessed Virgin Mary now next, wheresoever it may 
be, upon pain of the forfeiture and loss and perpetual annulling 
of the charters and letters aforesaid, and of all liberties, immu- 
nities, privileges, and grants in the said charters and letters 
contained. And that they shall be ready to do and undertake 
what shall be further ordered and appointed in the premisses 
by us and our said council, by virtue of the authority given us 
by Parliament. Make known to us and our said council, in our 
said Chancery, together with this writ returned, the days and 
places of the making of the proclamation, and the names of 
those who make it, under your seals, plainly and clearly, before 
the Octaves of Saint Hillary now next. And herein fail not at 
your peril. Witness myself at Westminster, on the first day of 
November, in the twelfth year of our reign. 

Wvciie. 

* CCCIX. 2. Condition, bad. Latin. 

+ These words show that, in the case of the gilds of crafts, as has been 
seen to he so in that of the social gilds, no license nor charter of the Crown 
was necessary to their foundation. See the note + on p. 128. 
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[The original of this writ bears an indorsement as to the 
making of the proclamations, in the same words as have already 
been given from the indorsement on the other writ. The man- 
ner of proclamation in the shires was very different from that in 
cities, as will be understood from the words used in the writs to 
the Sheriffs of shires.* How such proclamations were made, 
will be fully illustrated by the following example : — ] 


Indorsement as to Proclamations made of the two Writs 
by the Sheriff of Worcestershire, t 

William Barewelle, Sheriff. 

I have had all and every thing contained in this writ pro- 
claimed, according to the tenor of the same writ, as is therein 
commanded : namely, at Worcester [city], on the Saturday next 
after the feast of the Conception of the Blessed Mary last past, 
by John Stalward ; and at Evesham, on the Monday next fol- 
lowing, by William Ombresley; and at Pershore, on the Tuesday 
then next following, by William Shrouesbury ; and at Shipston, 
on the Wednesday next before the feast of St. Thomas Apostle, 
by Richard Battenhall ; and at Kidderminster, on the Thursday 
next before the feast of St. Thomas Apostle, by William Shope ; 
and at [Droit] Wich,| on the Friday next before the feast of 
St. Thomas Apostle, by William Shope ; and at Dudley, on the 
Saturday next before the feast of St. Thomas Apostle, by the 
said William Shope ; and at Tenbury, on the Tuesday next after 
the feast of St. Thomas Apostle, by Nicholas Warrewyke ; and 
at Worcester, in the full Shire-mote held there on the Wednesday 
next before Christmas day, by the said William Shrouesbury ; 
and at Upton-on-Severn, on the Thursday which was the eve of 
Christmas day last past, by John Wyggemore. 

* See notes before, p. 127. + CCCIX. iot. Condition, bad. Latin. 

J It is strange that a man so careful as Prynne should interpret this 
“ Wyclie ” as meaning Nantwich. (See the index to the fourth volume of 
his “Parliamentary Writs.”) There can be no doubt whatever that it 
means Droitwich. Nantwich is in Cheshire. 


When, where, find 
by whom, procla- 
mation was made 
by the Sheriff of 
Worcestershire. 
City of Worcester ; 


Evesham ; 
Pershore ; 
Shipston ; 


Kidderminster ; 


Droitwich ; 
Dudley ; 


Tenbury ; 


The full Shire- 
mote of Worces- 
tershire ; 

Upton-on- Severn. 
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Nivrr. — 'Hi c Writs of which the foregoing are translations, remain 
recorded in two original fliripcs. Both of them nre entered on the 
('lo*e KolK* with the statement added to each, that the Writ so cn- 
i rt«l wiw bint toe\cry Sheri tV throughout England. And one, and in 
b'Mne cases both, of the original \V rits thus sent out, are still extant for 
a fe w plnco. besides Ixmdon nnd Worcestershire, Those place are, 
Bristol (s rial), ( '-atn bridges hi re (crafts), Cornwall (both), Derby 
( rial), Lincolnshire (social), Northamptonshire (both), Rutland 
(both), Southamptonshire (both), Surrey and Sussex [as one shire t] 
(lx)th) t Wiltshire (both), Worcestershire (both), and Yorkshire (both). 
Most of them are in bad condition. The fewness of the Writs that thus 
remain to us, tells the same tale of loss as does the fewness of the 
Returns that remain to us out of all that were in fact scut up from the 
Gilds. The number of those Returns that now remain, may be safely 
taken to stand in about the same proportion to the number of Returns 
that were originally sent up, as the number of the Writs that now 
remain stands to the number of Writs which we absolutely know 
were originally sent out to every Sheriff in England. 

It is well worth attention, that not only do the terms of both these 
Writs distinctly affirm, twice over, that they arc issued only by authority 
of Parliament, but there is incidental proof that this fact was thoroughly 
understood by those to whom they were sent. The Sheriff’s Re- 
turns to the Wiltshire Writs, setting forth the places and times of the 
proclamations, were made on separate pieces of parchment [?], though 
tacked to the original Writs. One of these Returns is thus indorsed : — 
“ 12 R. 2, apud Westmonasterium : 1 November: de Proclamacione 
facienda, auctoritate Partiamenti, dc Gildis et ffraternitatibus, eorum 
terris et Tenements, &c.” 

Most of the Sheriffs’ Returns as to the proclamations made, are in- 
dorsed upon the back of the original Writ; but some are, as in the 
case of Wiltshire, written on a separate slip of parchment [?], which is 
tacked to the original Writ. 

In going carefully through these original Writs, I found a remarkable 
fact, before unknown; namely, that several of them, and also some of 
the separate Sheriffs’ Returns, are written upon linen paper. Paper 
was, it is well known, made and used before this time; but it was not 
known, before I observed these facts, that it was ever used in England 
for writs issued out of the Chancery; nor has the kind of paper which 
I thus found, been ever before described (except by myself), or been 

* Close Rolls, 12 R. II. m. 32, in dorso. 

+ Surrey and Sussex were generally treated, till quite a modern time, as 
one shire. See the description of John Evelyn’s father as sheriff, at the 
beginning of Evelyn’s Diaiy. 
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even known to have existed. It is of the colour and stoutness, and has 
the general appearance and touch, of parchment; but the wire marks of 
the linen fabric that forms its basis are plainly to be seen on a careful 
examination.* It is, however, so like parchment that an ordinary 
handling of it would not lead to the suspicion that it is not parchment, 
like the rest among which it is found. No other instance of the use of 
this paper for official, or indeed for any, purposes, is at present known. 
None of it is found used in any of the Returns that were sent up, 
in compliance with these Writs, by the Gilds themselves; and I 
have been assured, by those habitually familiar with our old records, 
that they have never met with examples of this remarkable paper.f It 
seems probable that some ingenious person hit upon this substitute for 
parchment, to meet some emergency, and made a small quantity, but 
that the process was too costly to be continued after the emergency had 
been met. There is not, however, in the history of paper-making, 
a more curious, nor, at present, a more unknown chapter, than the 
paper which my searches among the records of the English Gilds have 
thus brought to light. J 

A curious incidental proof of the neglect with which the bundles of 
records so largely used in this volume have been treated through five 
centuries, — proving indeed that they can never have been read through 
at all by any one, since the Returns were made, until I undertook the 
task, — is found in the fact that, among the Writs above named, there is 
one touching, at first sight, a very different subject, and which certainly 
ought to be in a very different place. It is a Writ for the recovery, from 

* These wire marks are wholly different from the lines often found 
on parchment, which are made in the course of the tooling it undergoes 
to fit it for being written on. 

+ This does not, however, prove that it does not exist ; as it is only in a 
good and oblique light, and on very careful handling, that the wire marks 
can be well seen. Search should be made in and between September and 
November 1388, for I think the original of the Writ given below, as to the 
Wardon share of expenses of the knights of the shire, is also made of the 
same paper. It is certain that attempts were made, not far from this time, 
to manufacture artificial parchment. See Mr. Way’s note to the word 
“Sabrace,” in Promptorium parvulorum (Camden Society), p. 440. 

J See before, p. 44, note . I have tried some experiments as to how 
such a paper as this might be made ; and I have succeeded in producing 
several specimens closely resembling it, and much more like parchment, 
and much easier to write on, than what is now made and sold as artificial 
parchment. The facts as to the before unknown paper thus found by me 
at the Public Record Office, were made generally known at the beginning 
of 1865, upon the suggestion of one who was better entitled than any other 
man in England to express an opinion on such a subject. 
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\um iot. r\Mti.sT 01 


The u<ua) wr 1 
*i* UnuM, on 4*.li 
Ju c, a.d. 


one TounvO-ip in one I!nn«lietl in Northninptontdiirr, of it h rateable 
fhnrc towunN the exp ns « of the kn glitH of the Bilire in Parliament. 
The unite r i*» not, howner, without a significant relation to the subject 
of Engheb (jildi: the fundamental idea of Parliamentary reprebenta- 
tion Ihii^, that cvri) Constituency, like every Gild, has an associated 
interest, coupled with an associated obligation. As the subject is, in 
itself, little nmh r^tond, while it is of high constitutional importance, 
and as thin Whit cscaj>cd even the researches of the lynx-eyed Prynne 
himself, who would have thoroughly rejoiced to have printed it had 
he found it, it is due to the Parliamentary History of England that 1 
should give here what I have thus found so strangely interpolated 
among the fragmentary remains of the Returns sent lip by the old 
Gild*.* 

Writ for levying upon one Township in a Siiiiu: its 

SHARE OF THE EXPENSES OF MeMRERS OF FARLIAMKNT.+ 

Richard, by the grace of God, King of England and France and 
IvOrd of Ireland, to the Sheriff of Northampton, greeting. Whereas, 

* From the earliest beginnings of Parliamentary History in England, 
the expenses of members were defrayed by the organic commonalties that 
sent them. What is called the u Reform Act” of 1 832, gives us tho first 
time that the Statute Book was disfigured by a thing so repugnant both to 
Common Law and Statute Law as that a seat in Parliament should he a 
matter of sale and purchase, and therefore of personal ownership. See 
section 71 of that Act, and, further in the same direction, the Act 26 and 
27 Vic. c. 29, sections 2-7. Compare with these the very different spirit 
of the Acts and 35 II. VIII. c. 24, and 35 H. VIII. e. 1 1 ; which were 
made, as both of them declare on their front, simply in accordance with 
the old and universal practice. It would be interesting to know who now 
enjoys the estate which was settled, by the former of these two Acts, with 
the careful intention of providing for the Parliamentary payments due to 
the knights of the shire for Cambridge. 

One of the most valuable and interesting of the many works written 
by that man of undaunted courage, unswerving integrity, and untiring 
industry, William lYynne, was the fourth volume of his Parliamentary 
Writs. In it he dwells on the great importance of keeping alive the 
practice of paying the expenses of members of Parliament ; and he there 
answers, in long anticipation, all, and more than all, that has been said, in 
later times, against such a practice. 

Though Prynne did not know of the Writ given above, he was well 
aware of the principle of law which it so admirably illustrates ; namely, 
that * ‘every village was, of right, particularly taxed towards knights 
expenses.” (See Pari. Writs, vol. iv. p. 381.) 

t CCCIX. 102. Condition, fair. Latin. 
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on the fourth day of June last past, we commanded you by our writ 
that you should cause to be paid, by the commonalty of the shire 
aforesaid, as well within liberty as without, — those cities and boroughs 
only being excepted* whence citizens and burgesses came to our Parlia- 
ment which we caused to be summoned at Westminster on the morrow 
of the Purification of the blessed Mary last past — to Sir Egidius 
Mallorre , and John JVydevylle , Knights of the Shire, who came to the 
said Parliament for the commonalty of the said shire, forty-two pounds 
and sixteen shillings, for their expenses in coming to the said Parlia- 
ment, in staying there, and in going back thence to their homes; 
as is recorded in the rolls of our Chancery : And now, on behalf 
of certain men of the Hundred of Wardon, much complaining, it 
has been shown to us that the township of Wardon, which is 
within the Hundred aforesaid, and which ought to pay towards 
these expenses of the Knights like as the other townships in the same 
Hundred do, and which has, from time beyond the memory of man, 
been accustomed to pay its right share of the expenses of the said 
Knights, has altogether refused to pay, to the manifest burthening of 
the other townships of the said Hundred, and the hindering of the 
settlement of the expenses aforesaid : And so they have besought us to 
find them redress. Now we, being unwilling that the other townships 
of that Hundred should be burthened more than is accustomed, com- 
mand you to enforce upon the said township of Wardon the payment 
of its share of these expenses of the Knights aforesaid, like as the 
other townships of the same Hundred have done, and as it has been 
accustomed from of old time to do, according to the quantity of the 
lands and tenements there, and their means. And if the township 
shall still refuse to do this, then cause Robert Brewode, Stephen 
Hikkes, John Bole, and John Bocher, good men of the said township 
of Wardon,t to come before us in our Chancery, on the fifteenth day 


for payment of 
the expenses of 
the Knights of the 
Shire tor the 
Parliament that 
w;u> summoned to 
meet on 3rd Feb- 
ruary, a.d. 1388 ; 
the sum being 
42.1. 16.s. 


But the township 
of Wardon, in the 
Hundred of 
Wardon, 

though it ought to 
pay its share, and 
lias always done 
so before, 

lias now refused 
to pay ; whereby 
other places get 
burthened, and 
the accounts 
remain unsettled. 

It being -wrong 
that other places 
should be over- 
burtliened, 
the Sheriff must 
make the townslrp 
of Wardon pay its 
right share. 


If it will not, then 
the four chosen 
men of the place 
must be sent up 
to London, to 
show the reason 
why ; 


* Because they separately paid their own members, 
f There can be no doubt that the four “good men” thus named, were 
the “four” chosen, by the men of the place, to represent the township at 
the Hundred-mote, and for other purposes touching the common welfare 
of the place, during the year 1388. I have elsewhere shown that this 
was the old (and thoroughly effective) practice throughout England. See 
“The Parish” (second edition), pp. 16-19 (particularly p. 19), 121, 230. I 
add here another illustration, which will be found in Man wood’s “Forest 
Laws” (ed. 1615), p. 252 : — “It is to be noted that all the freeholders 
within the forest, as wel Spirituall as Temporal, must in any wise appeare 
before the Justice seat, primo die Itineris . And [also] of euerie towne, the 
Reue and foure men also with him, which is called prepositus ct quatuor 
homines , &c.” It will thus be seen that neither the Reeve nor the four 


I’-miiM m m i 'i in its oi r \uu \ mi.n r. 


1 3(1 


iWr w ' *• 
t*» •>*#. 

tV* C — rl 

•• U«. 

PlL *<p- 
«* -k<r, t P 1 a s 


after Micluultna- day next, wheresoever it may lie, to show cause why 
tl*c Kvd low inhip of Wnrdou should not pay its slnirt* of thc«c expenses 
of the Kmghls ns the otlicr townships of the said Hundred have done, 
ml further to do and undertake what our Court shall adjudge in this 
behalf. And herein fail not nt your peril. And have with you there 
tins writ. Witness myself nt Cambridge, the l/th day of September, 
in the twelfth year of our reign. * 

IlCKTONK. 


cli«?n men were necessarily u freeholders.*' Domesday hook, tho lmpiiui- 
ti<*nes Xonarum, and every other original authority, prove that tho 
1 villani,” or occupiers of any sort, took their activo part in the local affairs. 
There has hi on so much n ^representation put forth on this subject by 
superficial writers, that the truth cannot he too often brought to notice. 
Sec further hereon in the Note to the Costomary of TettenhM Iicyi*, at 
the end of Part III. of this volume. 

• This Writ was thus issued for recovery of the expenses of the Parlia- 
ment held in the early part of the same year (13SS) in which the Parliament 
of Cambridge was itself held, though, owing to the date of his accession, 
the former fell in the eleventh, and the latter in the twelfth, year of 
Richard 11 . The year 13SS thus happened to he one of the many years 
when the Softener if need be” was put in practice, — according to the old 
law of Edward 111 ., that a Parliament shall he held “ every year once, and 
oftener if need l>c.” Two Parliaments were held within that year, w ith, as 
was always then the case, a fresh election to each. Sir Egidius Mallorre 
and John Wydcvylle are named in Prynne’s Pari. Writs, vol. iii. p. 122, 
as members of the first Parliament of 1388, but neither of them was sent 
to the second Parliament of that year. John Haro wed on and John Mulsho 
were returned, in their stead, as members of the latter. Prynne found, and 
has printed, the records of the Writs issued for payment of the expenses 
of both these pairs of members (see Pari. Writs, vol. iv. pp. 397, 403), 
though he did not find the Writ which I have translated above. 
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II. 

YORK. 

(a) Gild of the Lord’s Prayer.* 

4 S to the beginning of the said gild, be it known that, once 
-*•*- on a time, a play, setting forth the goodness of the Lord’s 
Prayer, was played in the city of York ; in which play all 
manner of vices and sins were held up to scorn, and the virtues 
were held up to praise. This play met with so much favour 
that many said: — “Would that this play could be kept up in 
this city, for the health of souls and for the comfort of the 
citizens and neighbours.” Hence, the keeping up of that play in 
times to come, for the health and amendment of the souls as 
well of the upholders as of the hearers t of it, became the whole 
and sole cause of the beginning and fellowship of the bretheren of 
this brotherhood. And so the main charge of the gild is, to keep 
up this play, to the glory of God, the maker of the said prayer, 
and for the holding up of sins and vices to scorn. And because 
those who remain in their sins are unable to call God their 
father, therefore the bretheren of the gild are, first of all, bound 
to shun company and businesses that are unworthy, and to keep 
themselves to good and worthy businesses. And they are bound 
to pray for the bretheren and sisteren of the gild, both alive 
and dead, that the living shall be able so to keep the gild that 

* CCCVIII. 109. Condition, fair. Latin. 

+ “ Audientium” in the original. This was therefore a spoken play, 
and not, as with the gild next following, a dumb show of set pieces in 
an array of pageants. In each case, however, it is equally clear that the 
performance, or show, was made whilst passing along the streets. 


A play of the 
Lord’s Prayer was 
once played in 
York, 


which much 
pleased the people; 


and so this gild 
was founded to 
keep up the play. 


Therefore, its 
main charge is to 
keep up the play. 

How only men 
can truly call God 
their Father. 


Shun had company 
and keep to good 
works. 


Mi l CJI III! lOim’s I’KWKIt, \O\lK. 


\r>* 


I* «r«I «n ior* 
* -* U W4i 


The jrW w*! r>ol 
l—*t ma* « bo 
* nU Iv Into 
U« or quarrel. 


1Y*«— -9. with- 

I *rork>, are 
*a*n ; 


ihcrtforv, bre- 
thren Uiall k 

in an* of 
r -nr. 5rt*. 'al<* 
terriMWi, <*r 
oll*«r mlKriuuire. 


I.icht* 9hall be 
f *n.d. 


A table ‘hall Ik? 
kept. Uiowing the 
uwe of the Lord's 
r raver. 


Whenever the 
r lay Is played, the 
Kild shall nde with 
it through the 
streets, clad In 
livery ; 


and *orae of them 
►hall keep order to 
the last. 


tlu} in \ ili ino to win God* fatherhood, and that the dead 
limy lm\o their torments lightened. Also, t hoy are hound to 
enmo to the burial smiers of (hr dead bretheren and sistcrcn of 
th c gild. And if any one dors not lravr enough to inert the 

cost of Mich services, the rest of the bretheren shall hear that 
cost. And if any brother dies and is buried away from the city, 
the brrt heron shall hold services for him within the city of York. 
Also it is forbidden that any brother of the gild shall, in the 
belief that he will have help from his bretheren, lie forward in 
getting into lawsuit or quarrel, or in upholding any wrongful 
cause whatever, upon pain of losing all help and friendship, or 
nnv relief, from the gild. And because vain is the gathering of 
the faithful without some work of kindliness is done, therefore 
the bretheren have made this ordinance: — That if haply it befall 
that any of the bretheren be robbed, or his goods or chattels 
perchance be burned, or lie be imprisoned for any wrongful 
cause, or be brought to want through any visitation of God, the 
other bretheren shall, for kindness 1 sake, help him according to 
his need, under the guidance of the wardens of the gild, so that 
he may not haply perish through lack of help. Also, they are 
bound to find one candle-bearer, with seven lights, in token of 
the seven supplications in the Lord’s Prayer; which candle- 
bearer shall bang in the cathedral church of York, and be lighted 
on Sundays and feast days, to the glory and honour of God 
Almighty, the maker of that prayer, of St. Peter the glorious 
confessor, of St. William, and of all saints. Also they are bound 
to make, and as often as need be to renew, a table showing the 
whole meaning and use of the Lord’s Prayer, and to keep this 
hanging against a pillar in the said cathedral church near to the 
aforesaid candle-bearer. Also they are bound, as often as the said 
play of the Lord’s Prayer is played in the city of York, to ride 
with the players thereof through the chief streets of the city of 
York; and, the more becomingly to mark themselves while thus 
riding, they must all be clad in one suit. And, to ensure good 
order during the said play, some of the bretheren are bound to 
ride or to walk with the players until the play is wholly ended. 
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And once in the year a feast shall be held, and fresh wardens 
shall be chosen by the gild, and a true account shall be given to 
the newly chosen wardens of all that has been done on behalf of 
the gild diming the last year. Also it is ordained, that no one 
shall be let come into this gild, until after he shall have been 
questioned by the wardens of the gild as to whether he has bent 
his will to live rightly, and so to deal towards the gild and its 
affairs that he may be at one with the wardens. And because 
the founders of the said gild well knew that they themselves 
might not be wise enough to make, at once, all needful ordinances, 
therefore, at the end of the ordinances then made, they added 
this clause: — “Whensoever, and as often soever, as it may per- 
chance happen that we or our successors, wardens and bretheren 
of this gild, may become wiser than we now are, none of us nor 
our successors shall be deemed a rebel, or as standing out against 
our wishes or against those of any of our successors, if haply we 
put forth, or there shall be put forth at any time hereafter, any 
new ordinance that will be for the greater glory of God or the 
welfare of this gild/’ Under which saving clause other wardens 
of the gild have since added, that a chaplain shall, once a year, 
celebrate divine service before the gild, for the good of the bre- 
theren and sisteren of the gild, alive and dead, and for that of all 
the good-doers to the gild. Moreover, the bretheren are wont 
to meet together at the end of every six weeks, and to put up 
special prayers for the welfare of our lord the King and for the 
good governance of the kingdom of England, and for all the 
bretheren and sisteren of this gild, present and absent, alive and 
dead, and for all the good-doers to the gild or to the gild- 
bretheren ; and also, once in the year, to have a general service 
for the dead bretheren and sisteren. There do not belong to the 
gild any rents of land, nor any tenements, nor any goods save 
only the properties needed in the playing of the before-named 
play ; which properties are of little or no worth for any other 
purpose than the said play. And the gild has one wooden chest, 
in which the said properties are kept. 

[It is added that,] as the seals of the wardens of the gild will be 


A feast shall be 
had, and fresh 
officers chosen, 
and an account 
rendered. 


New-comers shall 
be pledged to a 
right life. 


The founders were 
too wise to pretend 
to foresee every- 
thing : 


so they ordained 
that new or- 
dinances would 
be no treason. 


This wise care ha3 
been acted on. 
Divine service 
once a year 
specially. 


and also once 
every six weeks. 


The gild has no 
lands ; all it has 
are the play-pro- 
perties, 


and a chest to 
keep them in. 


r.lll* (>! III! LOUIES rK\Htt, YOKK. 


1 10 

• < • ui»kn* n to muin, liny lui\o risked t lint t lie seal of the Vicar- 

(» m ml t»f the ArehbUhop of York shall he put to this return; 

h i- h Ik* s accordingly Ikcii done, in witness to the truth of the 
rtturn, on the 2 1st January, 1388 [9]. 


[The ]>eo|>le of York seem to have been fond of plays and 
|*i£cfints. Though nothing more is found touching any of these 
in the Returns made by the gilds in 13S9, there is, in the British 
Museum (Lniwlowne MSS. 403), a volume containing the or- 
dinances of a very famous gild of that city, which long kept up 
an extraordinary annual show of pageants.* It seems to have 
been founded by the priests of York; and these ordinances, instead 
of being written in the unadorned simplicity of those contained 
in Part I. of this work, and of most of the others that were sent 
tip with them, show themselves to have been drawn up by some 
learned ecclesiastic, more anxious for the display of his rhetorical 
powers than to bring himself to the level of men of common 
sense. They begin with a tedious scholastic disquisition upon the 
creation of man, the fall, what thence followed, the mystery of 
Christ as appearing in the flesh and in the eucharist, subtle illus- 
trations of the unity of Christ’s body and of the bretheren, and 
the seven rules of charity upon which it is declared that the Gild 
is founded. Then follow the ordinances themselves; the marked 
meagreness of which shows that, though the priest who wrote 
them might be equal to all manner of scholastic subtleties, he 
was not able to bring himself to the level of the ordinary com- 
mon sense and good feeling of the laity in framing a body 
of gild -ordinances. The following is the substance of these 
ordinances — 

* This MS. fills a parchment volume, eleven and a quarter inches long, 
by seven and a quarter wide, containing 154 leaves. Besides what follows, 
it contains ten lists of jewels, &c., belonging to the gild, and one list giving 
a “ Memo' 1 h l thes er h e personelles off Iowelles f> 1 standetlie vpon k c 
Schryne off corporis Christi.” There are also a few other unimportant 
documents. The ordinances are in Latin. It is clear that several copies of 
these ordinances, &c., were formerly in existence ; for Drake names one 
in his History of York (p. 246), which is certainly not the one that i3 
now in the British Museum. 
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(b) Gild of Corpus Christi. 


The brotherhood was begun a.d. 1408. 

The first ordinance is, that on the feast of Corpus Christi, all 
the priests in their surplices, and the masters carrying white 
wands, shall go in stately procession, to the glory of God and of 
the city of York. 

The second ordinance is, that six priests, bretheren of the 
fraternity, shall be yearly chosen [as Masters]. Whoever refuses, 
shall pay xl.cZ. to the brotherhood. The six priests thus chosen 
shall have the governance of the whole gild and of all that is 
needful for it. 

The third ordinance is, that those wishing to enter the 
brotherhood shall be received by the six masters. They shall 
not be bound by any kind of oath, but shall of their own will 
come into the brotherhood, without any bond other than the 
bond of charity ; charging, however, their consciences that, 
according to their means and power, they shall so do that their 
coming into the gild may enable the charges of the gild, and its 
worthy works, to be the better borne and kept up. 

The fourth ordinance enjoins upon the priests the saying of 
daily prayers, and the performance of services after the death of 
any brother. 

The fifth ordinance requires that the lay bretheren of the gild 
shall make offerings for the souls of the dead. But it adds that, 
although laymen may come to the prayers, and be received into 
the gild, they shall not be let take any share in the councils or 
in the governance of the gild. No lay folks shall be admitted to 
the gild, save only those belonging to some honest craft ; but all, 
as well clerks as lay folks, and of both sexes, will be received, if 
of good fame and conversation. 

The sixth ordinance fixes the regular payments to be made 
by the bretheren and sisteren ; and requires that all shall, 
under penalty of a fine, come when summoned. It also enjoins 


The gild was 
begun a.d. 1403. 


Every year, there 
shall be a pro- 
cession. 


Six priests shall 
be yearly ehosen 
for masters. 


New-comers shall 
not take any oath ; 
but they shall 
have their con- 
sciences charged 
to make payments 
to the gild. 


Services for the 
living and the 
dead. 


Laymen shall 
pay; and may 
pray ; but they 
shall have no 
share in the 
management of 
the gild. 


Payments to be 
made. 
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the holding of a rt.iin siniom, and that payments blmll lie made 
h\ the Sep Id to thttto who officiate thereat. 

The Mventh ordinance trial* of lights that are to he borne at 
times named, and of the annual payments that are to he made for 
the*'. It goes on to forhid the coining of children or servants 
to the meetings of the gild. The six masters of the past year arc 
told to give what help they can to the newly chosen musters of 
each new year, with a special charge that they shall let them 
know t lie dw ellings of the hrcthcren and sistcren from whom they 
are to get payments. Twopence a day, or his food, shall he given 
to the collector; for (it is wisely said) “the laborer is worthy 
of his hire or his food.” And it is ordained that the six masters 
for the time being shall annually, in the presence of their six 
fore-runners, and of six or eight other priests, and not more, 
who have before been masters, give an account of the goods of 
the gild to those who arc chosen to follow' them. 

Noth;. — Though the character of these ordinances could not have 
drawn many to join the gild, the way in which a procession of 
pageants was got up by the many crafts of York, to join w r ith the 
procession of the priests, gave to the gild an importance which it 
could not otherwise have reached. The MS. in the British Museum 
show's that an extraordinary number, of both sexes, did join it. No 
less than 270 pages of the folio volume are filled with the names of the 
bretheren and sisteren. There arc, on an average, fifty-five names on 
each page, thus making a total recorded number of bretheren and 
sisteren of not less than 14,850. That this gild should have become 
so popular, can only be explained by two things : first , the love of 
show and pageant which it gratified ; second, a departure from the 
very narrow spirit of the original ordinances. That the latter under- 
went changes, is proved by a MS. in the Bodleian Library, which 
informs us that, when it w f as written (which was probably in the last 
years of Henry VIII. or first of Edward VI.), the gild had “a master 
and six priests, called the keepers of the said gild. Which master 
and keepers be yerely removeable w r ith the octabes of the feast of 
Corpus Christi ; and have for themselves no allowance nor fees. [This 
is not true.] Nevertheless, they are bound to keep a solempne pro- 
cession, the sacrament being in a shryne born in the same through 
the city of York, yerely, the Fry day after Corpus Christi day; and, 
the day after, to have a solempne mass and dirige, to pray for the 
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prosperity of brothers and sisters lyving and the souls departed ; and 
to keep yerely ten poor folks, having, every of them, towards their 
lyvinge, by yere, iij . 1 . vi.s. viii .d. And further they do find eight beds 
for poor people being strangers, and one poor woman to keep the said 
beds, by the yere, xiij.s. iv.c?.”* 

A memorandum left by an old town-clerk of Yorkf shows that the 
procession which fills so humble a place in the “ ordinances/ 5 was 
taken up with so much spirit hy the lay craftsmen of York that, in 
1415, no less than ninety-six separate crafts joined in it, and no less 
than fifty-four distinct pageants were prepared and presented in the 
procession by these crafts, while ten crafts made the show the more 
glorious by bearing a vast number of blazing torches. Of the fifty- 
four pageants thus carried through the streets of York, eleven had 
their subjects taken from the Old Testament ; all the rest were taken 
from the New Testament. 

[That this gild was held in high esteem, is proved by the 
following very curious deed, of which a copy is found in the 
before-named MS. in the British Museum. While this deed 
assures us of the alteration made in the governing body, as found 
from the MS. in the Bodleian Library, it does not entrust to the 
priests themselves, although bretheren of the gild, the perform- 
ance of the services named, but the whole gild is made the 
Trustee for assuring the performance of those services for ever; 
an assurance which the lapse of a few years showed to have been 
but another illustration of the vanity of the closest tied settle- 
ments that human ingenuity can contrive : — ] 

( c ) Agreement between the Prior of Thornholm 
and the Gild of Corpus Christi. 

This Indentur tripartite, X made the twenty dey of Aprile, 20 April, a. d. 
the yere of our lorde godd a thowsaunde fyve hundreth and 
fourteyn, betwix Sir Robert Lelegraue, Maister of the Fraternyte 

* Quoted in Drake’s u History of York,” p. 246. 

+ Also quoted by Drake, Appendix, pp. xxx-xxxij. 

J This word is here used in a sense quite different from that in which it 
is now used. Instead of meaning that there were three persons, or bodies, 
as parties to the indenture, it means that three copies of the indenture 
itself were made on one skin of parchment, and then separated by the 
indenting-knife. 
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paring the master 
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ami Gilde of Corpus ChrMi, n\ itliin the City of york fomulrlt, 
and the bnthirn of the same, vppon the oon party, and Thomas 
Tanfthle, prior of the house or priory of our lmly of Thonuholm 
in the County of Lincoln, vppon the other party; Witnessyth, 
that it is Accorded, Aceovenantetl, and fully Aggreid, betwix 
the said parties, for u yerely ohitc to he made within the Cliap- 
pclle [of Scynt Thomas of Canturlmry] * without Mikkillitldmrr, 
in the Suhurbes of the (Mty of yorkc, for euermorc, in manor and 
forme folowyng. And for the pcrpetualle contynuance yerof, 
the seyd Thomas hath paid, the day of makyng hereof, vnto the 
seid Maister and bretliern, a eerten somme of money towardes 
the supportaeion and help of the seid Gilde. Firs to, the seid 
Thomas Tanfelde covenantes and grauntes, by tliics j)resentes, for 
to cause a yerely obite to be soigne within the Chappclle of 
Scynt Thomas aforeseid, by the Maister and kepers of the 
Frntemyte and Gilde aforeseid, and by the preist of the seid 
Chappclle for tyme beyng, for the saulcs of Iohn Tanfelde and 
Agnes hys wyfe, Fader and moder vnto the seid Thomas, hys 
kynfalkes, benefactourj, and allc crysten saules, vppon wedensday 
in the seeund weik of lent, or within Eglitc dayc next afore or 
aftyr the same day, as best may falle, enere yerc duryng the 
naturall lyfle of the seid Thomas. For the wliiche obite, the 
seid Thomas covenantes and grauntes, by thie 3 ]>resentes, for 
to pay or cause to be paid yerely duryng hys seid lyff, the seid 
dav of obite, vnto the Maisster of the seid Gilde, four pens; And 
to euery of the sex kepers of the same Gilde, tuppens; And to 
the preist of the seid Chappclle, fourepens; And to the bcddell 
of the seid Gilde, Tuppens; And for bredc to be distributed 
emonges j>ure folkes of the seid Chappclle, fourc liens; And for 
brede and ale to be expend emonges the Maister, kepers, and 
preist afore-seid, atte seid deregy, foure pens; And to the belman 
of the City of yorke pronownsyng the seid obite, foure pens; And 
for a licdincsse penny, a penny; And vnto the Curate of Seynt 


* A line is drawn in the MS. through the words here put within brackets ; 
but it must have been done through carelessness, as the same chapel ls 

named again below, with the word “aforesaid” after it. 
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Micliaelle kyrke, att ouse-bryg-Encl within the City of yorke, 
prayng for the saules of the seid Iolin Tanfeld and Agnes hys 
wyff yerely vppon Sondays by hys bederolle in the pulpitt, and 
for sayng a messe of Requiem for the saules aboueuamed in the 
seid kirke atte seid day of obite, Eght pens; And to the seid 
Curate, and kirke -wardeyns of the seid kyrke for tyme beyng, 
for to be distributed in Almosse emonges pure folkes of the seid 
pariche beyng atte seid yerely obite and Messe, thyrteyn pens. 
And, aftir the decesse of the seid Thomas Tanfelde, the seid 
Maister and brethern covenantes and grauntes by thiej presentes, 
that the Maister and sex kepers, and the preist of the seid Cliap- 
pelle for tyme beyng, skalle syng y e seid yerely obite within the 
seid Chappelle, for the saules of the seid Thomas Tanfeld, Iolin 
Tanfeld and Agnes hys wyfe, there kynsfolkes, benefactoui'3, and 
for alle crysten saules, vppon weddensday in the secunde weik of 
lent, or within eight days next afore or aftir the seid weddensday, 
as best may fade, yerely for euermore, atte custages and charges 
of the seid Maister and brethern of the seid Gilde and yer suc- 
cessours, to be made for euermore in maner and forme foloyng: — 
That is to say, the seid Maister and brethern covenantes and 
grauntes, and by thie3 presentes, for to pay or cause to be payd 
yerely for euermore, atte seid day of obite, vnto the Maister of 
the seid Gilde for tyme beyng, iiij. A ; and to euere of hys sex 
kepers, ij .d.j And to the preist of the seid Chappelle, iiij.cf. ; 
And to the beddelle of the seid Gilde, ij .d . ; And for brede to be 
distributed emonges pure folkes of the seid Chappelle, iiij.cZ. ; 
And for brede and ale to be expend emonges the Maister, kepers, 
and preist aforeseid, atte seid deregy, iiij.cl; And to the belman 
of the City of yorke, pronownsyng the seid obite, iiij.A; And a 
hedmasse penny; And to the Curate of Saynt Micliaelle kyrke, 
atte ousebryg-end within the City of yorke, prayng for the 
saules of the seid Thomas Tanfeld, Iohn Tanfeld and Agnes, hys 
Fader and moder, openly by name, vppon sondays att Messe in 
the pulpitt by hys bederolle, And also for sayng a Messe of 
Requiem for y e saules afore-sayd, the seid day of obite, within 
the seid kyrke of Seynt Micliaelle, Eight pens; And to the seid 
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After the prior’s 
death, the gild 
undertakes the 
same charges, and 
all the same pay- 
ments. 


1 l('> nii.n or joiis lurrisT, \ o \ ik . 

Ournte And k\rko w ank mis of tin* seid kyrkr for tyinc boyng, for 
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which old to *nthl\ yereh, and to idle and synglcr covonnntoA 
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of j* sf id Thomas, wcllo truly and faythfully to 1 >c obserued, 
kept, and fullfdlyd. by t lie scid Maistor and hrethern and yer 
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< *r>: Thomas and his oxecutourj, and vnto the seid Curate and kirke- 

wardeyns and yer suceessour;, in x.s. of laufull englyshe money, 
in the name of a payn forfett, and to be payd to the vse and 
j>roflitt of the kyrk wark of Seynt Mielmelle aforesaid, as aft 
t vines as the seid Maistor and kepers and yer succcssourj shalhc 
remyssyve, negligent, and forgitt to syng the scid yerely obitc, 
atte seid day and place hereaftir, And as oft tymes as the seid 
Maistor and hrethern and yer sticeessourj pay not all and syn- 
gyllcr soinmc} and particuler paymentes aforc-seid by yem aboue 
covenanted and grannted. In witnese hereof, vnto twoo parties 
of thes indentour; triparted, remanyng with the seid Thomas 
Tanfcldc and the seid Curate and kirke-wardeyns, the seid 
Maistor and hrethern hath putt yer common scale; And vnto 
the thirde partye of thiej scid Indentour3, remanyng with the 
scid Maister and hrethern, y e seid Thomas base putt-to liys scale. 
Yevyn atte halle of the seid Gilde, the day and ycrc ahoue seid. 


(d) Gild of St. Joiix Baptist.* 


Ilrollicrly love to 
be chcnd ed. 
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to thc»e 
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doing. 


The first charge of this gild is, to cherish brotherly love. And 
if any brother falls into want, so that he cannot maintain him- 
self, he shall have, for kindness’ sake, sevenpence every week 
from the gild. Service shall, once a year, be celebrated by a 
chaplain, for all the brethren, living and dead. No brother 
shall be so bold as to do wrong to any one, thinking that the 
gild will hack him up. If he does, he shall be put out of the gild 
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for ever. Every brother binds himself that, if he is wroth with 
a brother, without reasonable cause, he shall pay, the first time, 


IIow quarrel - 
makers shall be 
dealt with. 


a pound of wax ; the second time, two pounds of wax ; and, if 
he forgets himself yet a third time, he shall do what the wardens 
of the gild, with twelve of the brethren, shall ordain, or be put 


The wardens and 
twelve brethren 
shall be the last 
appeal. 


out of the gild. The affairs of the gild shall not be told to any 
one, unless for the good of the gild. The gild has no goods 
other than what are raised by yearly payments. Dated at York, 
the 22nd day of January, a.d. 1388 [9]. 


The affairs of the 
gild shall not be 
told. 

The gild has no 
goods beyond 
yearly payments. 


[There is no other Return from any gild in the City of York, 
among what remain of the Returns sent up in January, 1389.] 
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IJedndden poor 


(a) Gild of St. Elexi:.* 

^Phis Gild was founded, by persons named in the return, ou 
“*■ May 3rd, a.d. 137S. An alderman and two stewards are 
chosen every year. At the year’s end, the alderman and stewards, 
and the brcthcrcn and sistcrcn of tbe gild, meet together, on the 
feast of St. Elenc. And then a fair youth, the fairest they can 
find, is picked out, and is clad as a queen, like to St. Elenc. 
And an old man goes before this youth, carrying a cross, and 
another old man carrying a shovel, in token of the finding of the 
Holy Cross. t The sisteren of the gild follow after, two and two; 
and then the brcthcrcn, two and two; and then the two stewards; 
and after all follows the alderman. And so, all fairly clad, they 
go in procession, with much music, to the church of the Friars 
Minors of Beverley ; and there, at the altar of St. Elenc, solemn 
mass is celebrated, and every one of the gild makes offering of a 
penny. The mass ended, and all prayers said, they go home ; 
and, after dinner, all the gild meet in a room within the hall of 
the gild ; and there they cat bread and cheese, and drink as 
much ale as is good for them. Afterwards, they choose, by 
unanimous assent, out of the best men of the gild, an alderman 
and two stewards for tbe next year; and to these must be banded 
over all tbe goods of the gild. The alderman and stewards are 
bound to maintain two, three, or four bedridden poor folks while 

* CCCVIII. 40. Condition, good. Latin. 

f As to the story of the finding of the Holy Cross, see the Note upon the 
Gild of the Holy Cross of Stratford-upon-Avon, further on. 
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they live ; and, when these die, they must bury them, and choose 
others in their place, and in like manner maintain them. Three 
wax lights are kept burning every Sunday and feast day, in 
honour of St. Elene ; and at the morning mass of Christmas 
day, thirteen wax lights ai*e burnt. There are services for the 
dead, and offerings. Any money in hand at the end of the year, 
is spent in repairing the chapel of the gild, and in gifts to the 
poor. 


(< b ) Gild of St. Mary.* 

This gild was founded, by persons named in the return, on 
January 25th, A.D. 1355. 

There shall be an alderman and two stewards of the gild, who 
shall manage its affairs according to what the bretheren and 
sisteren shall have agreed. The bretheren and sisteren shall each 
pay, on entry, towards the expenses of the gild, five shillings, 
and one pound of wax, or more. Every year, on the feast of the 
Purification of the blessed Mary, all the bretheren and sisteren 
shall meet together in a fit and appointed place, away from the 
church ; and there, one of the gild shall be clad in comely 
fashion as a queen, like to the glorious Virgin Mary, having 
what may seem a son in her arms ; and two others shall be clad 
like to Joseph and Simeon ; and two shall go as angels, carrying 
a candle-bearer, on which shall be twenty-four thick wax lights. 
With these and other great lights borne before them, and with 
much music and gladness, the pageant Virgin with her son, and 
Joseph and Simeon, shall go in procession to the church. And 
all the sisteren of the gild shall follow the Virgin ; and afterwards 
all the bretheren ; and each of them shall carry a wax light 
weighing half a pound. And they shall go two and two, slowly 
pacing to the church ; and when they have got there, the 
pageant Virgin shall offer her son to Simeon at the high altar ; 
and all the sisteren and bretheren shall offer their wax lights, 
together with a penny each. All this having been solemnly done, 

* CCC-VIII. 104. Condition, fair; but a large piece destroyed. Latin. 
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I boy Mull go homo again with glndm-s. And any brother or 
hUtcr who din- not come, iinlr*^ good cause for staying away he 
shown, shall jwy half a pound of wax to the gild. On the same 
day, nfur dinner, the hret heron and sisteren shall meet together, 
nml shall cat bread and cheese and drink ale, rejoicing in the 
Lord, in praise of the glorious A irgin Mary; and they shall then 
and there choose, with the assent of the cider part of the 
bn. t heron and sisteren of the gild, an alderman and stewards for 
the next year, who shall at once undertake the affairs of the gild. 
Prayers and offerings shall be given for the dead. The alderman 
and stewards of the gild shall visit those brcthcrcn and sisteren 
who are poor, ailing, or w eak, and who have not enough of their 
ow n to live upon ; and they shall give to these as they think 
right out of the gild stock, as lias been agreed ; namely, to caeli 
one so being poor, ailing, or weak, eightpcnce, sixpence, or at 
least fourpeuec, every week, to help their needs. And if any of 
those poor brcthcrcn dies, or any other of the gild who is not well 
off, lie shall be buried at the cost of the gild, and have all be- 
coming services. 


(c) Tiie Great Gild of St. John of Beverley of the 

Hansiiouse.* 

[This is one of the very few' of the returns remaining in the 
Record Office, of those that were made under the Writ (b), 
from Gilds of Crafts. It gives us, therefore, no ordinances : 
nothing but a few’, though highly interesting, Charters. The 
earliest of these is the following : — t] 

* CCCVIII. 108. Condition, partly fair ; partly bad. Latin. 

+ The absence of any ordinances, in the returns made by this and the 
like Gilds, is much to be regretted. The ordinances of the Gilds of Crafts 
would be of quite as much interest as those of the Social Gilds. I have 
recovered, from the heretofore unknown archives of the city of Exeter, the 
original ordinances of three Craft-Gilds, which will be found under the head 
of “ Exeter,” further on in this Part II. Of the returns made under the 
Writ (6) [l>efore, p. 130], a more complete and characteristic example, or 
one more historically valuable, could not be given than the present return 
from Beverley. 
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Thurstan,* by the grace of God Archbishop of York, to all 
the faithful in Christ, as well now as hereafter, Greeting ; and 
God's blessing and his own. 

Be it known to you that I have given and granted, and, with 
the advice of the Chapter of York and Beverley and of my 
barons, have by my charter confirmed, to the men of Beverley, 
all liberties, with the same laws that the men of York have in 
their city. Moreover, be it not unknown to you that the Lord 
Henry our king [Henry I.] has, with a good will, granted to us 
the power of making this [charter] * and has, by his own charter, 
confirmed our statutes and our laws, after the manner of the laws 
of the burgesses of York, saving what behoves to God and St. 
John and myself and the canons ; that so he might uphold and 
enlarge the honour of the alms-deeds of his predecessors. With 
all these free customs, I will that my burgesses of Beverley shall 
have their “ Hanshus 3” which I give and grant to them in 
order that therein their common business may be done,t in 
honour of God and St. John and the canons, and for the amend- 
ment of the whole town, with the same freedom that the men of 
York have in their “ Hanshus.” I also grant to them toll for 
ever, for xviij. marks a year 3 saving on the three feasts on 
which toll belongs to us and the canons, namely, on the feast 
of St. John the Confessor in May, and the feast of the Translation 
of St. John, and the Nativity of St. John Baptist. On these three 

* A copy of Thurstan’s charter, a translation of which now follows, is 
given in the enlarged edition of Pymer’s Fcedera (1816, vol. i. p. 10), and 
another in Poulsons ‘‘ Beverlac,” vol. i. p. 51. The compilers of those 
works were, however, none of them aware of the existence of the MS. 
which I am now using. There are many variances between their copies of 
Thurstan’s charter and that which is translated above. Both profess to 
copy from a MS. in the Tower. But the original charter could only be in 
right custody among the archives of Beverley. In the absence of the 
original charter in such right custody, the MS. which I now use would 
be the only legal evidence of its contents, having been made under order 
of Parliament, and by the men of Beverley themselves, and being now 
found in the proper custody. I therefore follow its terms throughout. 

+ The phrase in the original is, “ ut ibi sua statuta pertractent ; ” the 
sense of which is better expressed by the phrase given above than it would 
be by any more literal translation. 
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wood and m#ir*di. in wins and paths and other casements, — Rave 
in meadows and corn-fields, — ns good, free, and large as any one 
can grant anti confirm. And know ye, that they shall he free 
and quit of any toll through the whole shire of York, like as the 
men of York are. And I will that whosoever gainsays * this 
shall lie accursed, as the manner of cursing is in the church of 
St. John, anti as shall he adjudged in the church of St. John. 
These are the witnesses: — Gcoflry Mirdoc, Nigel flossanl, 
Arnaldt Pcrci. Walter Spec, Eustace son of John, ThtnnasJ the 
provost §, Turstin the archdeacon, Herbert the canon ||, William 
the son of Tolc, William of Pajus ; — before the household, both 
clergy and laity, of the Archbishop in York If. 

[This charter is followed by another, granted by Archbishop 
William, the successor of Thurstan, confirming, though in dif- 
ferent worth, the substance of the former charter, and granting 
free burgage to the town and burgesses, and that they shall have 
a Gild Merchant and the right of holding picas among them- 
selves, the same as the men of York have among themselves. 

Then follows a confirmation of these tw f o charters, by Pope 
Lucius III.,** in the following words : — ] 

* In iny MS. the word is “ despicerit ; ” in Rymer it is “ disfccerit ; ” 

in Poulson it is i€ dissecerit,” which is probably only a misprint for the 
same word as Ityiner gives. 

f M Alan de,” in Rymer. J “ Tom,” in Rymer. 

§ See the Note f before, p. 135. || “Herbert can,” in Rymer. 

^ Thurstan was chosen Archbishop of York on August 14th, a.d. 1114. 
It is said, in the “Chronological Index” to Rjmer, that this charter was 
granted a.d. 1132 ; but no authority is given for fixing on that particular 
year. 

** There were two bishops of Rome in the twelfth century of this name. 
Lucius II. was chosen on March 12th, 1 1 44, and died February 25th, 1 145. 
Lucius III. was chosen September 1st, 1 181, and died November 24th, 1185. 
The Lucius who made this charter must have been Lucius III. ; for Henry, 
“r«x Anglorum,” is spoken of as if then living, and this can only have 
been Henry IT., whose reign began in 1154, and ended in 1189. 
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Lucius, Bishop, servant of the servants of God, to his beloved 
children the men of Beverley, Greeting and Apostolic Benediction, 
The charge which we have undertaken moves us to listen, and 
readily to yield, to the right wishes of those who ask ; and our 
well-known kindness urges us to do so. And because we make 
the Redeemer of all men propitious to us when we give careful 
heed to the just demands of the faithful in Christ, therefore, 
beloved children in the Lord, giving ready assent to what you 
ask, Your Liberties, and the free customs which Thurstan and 
William of happy memory, Archbishops of York, are known to 
have piously and lawfully granted to you, as is found in authentic 
writings made by them, which have been confirmed by our 
dearest son in Christ, Henry, the illustrious king of the English, 
We do, by our apostolic authority, confirm ; and, by help of this 
present writing, we do strengthen : decreeing that no man shall 
disregard this our confirmation, or be so rashly bold as do aught 
against it. And if any one dares to do this, let him know that 
he will bring down on himself the wrath of Almighty God, and 
of the blessed Peter and Paul, Apostles. Dated, xiij. kalends of 
September [20th August ; no year is given]. 
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wishes, 
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[This confirmation by Pope Lucius III. is followed by a very 
long charter of Richard II., dated January 30th, a.d. 1379. It 
is what is called an inspeximus charter, and is of curious historical 
interest, inasmuch as it sets forth (as having been ‘ inspected’) 
charters of Edward the Third, Edward the Second, John, 
Edward the First, Henry the Third, Richard I., Henry the Second, 
and Henry the First, with the names of the witnesses to several 
of them ; many of the latter being names illustrious in the history 
of England. These charters confii’med the liberties granted by 
the charters of Archbishops Thurstan and William, and also, in 
express terms, the rights of the Gild-Merehant to toll, Hans- 
house, etc. The object of the charter of Richard II. is, to 
rc-affirin all the charters which it states to have been thus 
‘ inspected *.’] 

* No mention is made, in Poulson’s “Beverlac,” of the confirmation by 
Pope Lucius ; nor are the Letters Patent of Richard II. set forth in that 
elaborate and interesting work. 
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In Reverb \\ t\s in York, there was a gild of Corpus Oliristi ; 
the main object of which was there, as in York, to have a yearly 
prtK'cvMon of pageants. t It was, like that of York, made up of 
both clergy ami laity. The ordinances begin by stating that the 
“ solemnity and service*’ of Corpus (Christ i were begun, ns a new 
thing, by command of Pope Irban iiij. and John xxij.J The 
ordinances are of a much more common-sense and liberal 
character than those of the Gild of Corpus Christ i of York. 
Help is to be given to brethcrcn falling into want. In ease of 
quarrel between any brethcrcn, the rest of the gild must use 
their endeavours to restore a good understanding between the 
quarrellcrs. 


* CCCVIII. no. Condition, fair ; but a large piece destroyed. Latin. 
+ See some account of these in Poulson’s “Beverlac,” pp. 26S-275. 

J It is usually stated that Urban, alone, founded this celebration. Jie 
was Pope from August 1261 to October 12C4. John was Pope from 
August 1316 to December 1334. 
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IV. 

KINGSTON-UPON-HULL. 

[In the bundles of returns as to English Gilds now remaining 
in the Public Record Office, there are three from Kingston- 
upon-Hull. All the three have one characteristic, which marks 
them out from most of these returns. Instead of giving a copy 
of ordinances, with the other particulars asked for by the writ, 
each of the three gives the copy of an original charter, or deed 
of foundation, by which the gild was endowed, and in which 
certain ordinances were set forth by the founders. Each of the 
three, though all are alike in this respect, differs widely from the 
others in details. All are long. A full summary of the most 
complete of them shall therefore be here given. A shorter out- 
line of the others will be enough to show the differences that 
existed, in the same place, in the views taken by the independent 
and self-reliant men who founded these gilds.] 

(a) Gild of the Blessed Virgin Mary.* 

This gild was founded on Sunday, the 23rd July, a.d. 1357. was begun x 

The names of the twenty-two founders are given ; of whom there it was founded by 
are ten men and twelve women, nine of the latter being wives of 
founders, and three not so.t The founders charge their estates Yearly payments 

0 shall be made. 

with the yearly payment to the gild, from each married couple, 
and from each single man and woman, of two shillings and two- 

* CCCVIII. 105. Condition, fair. Latin. 

+ It will be seen, by the closing paragraph of this deed, that after it had 
been prepared, but before it was formally sealed, the wife of another of the 
founders joined the gild, thus making thirteen women, ten of them being 
wives, among the founders. 
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|*owrrod to dhtmin uj>on tlio goods of f lie defaulter. When, 
N'itli tlio fiH«oiit of tho wliolo gild, any frosli man and wife* ontor 
tho gild, they .shall together p:iv two sliillim^s and twopouco 
yearly during tlioir lives and afterwards the survivor shall pay 
the same sum. If an unmarried man or an unmarried woman 
outers the gild, each shall he hound to make the same yearly 
payment. If any brother or sister afterwards marries, the gild 
will take one payment of two shillings and twopence for man and 
wife together, upon the condition that the charge remains upon 
whichever of the two shall survive the other. Any brother or 
sister living outside the town, and not making payment on a 
day certain, fixed by himself, shall he fined one pound of wax the 
first time, and two pounds of wax the second time ; and whoever 
is thus in default a third time, shall be put out of the gild, and 
outlawed, unless special grace lie given. If any one of the gild 
becomes surety for another of the gild, that any. debt due to the 
gild shall he paid on a day certain, and the debt is not paid, and 
the debtor has no goods, the sum shall be levied upon the surety, 
without any plea or delay. If any debtor or his surety is 
abusive, either in word or deed, and refuses payment when the 
wardens seek this, then double the amount of the debt shall be 
levied, unless grace be given. 

When an alderman and steward have been chosen, they shall 
take two of the more discreet men of the gild to help them ; and 
all the gild shall abide by what the alderman and steward and 
their two help-men may do in the name of the gild. 

If it befall that any of the gild, cither a brother or an un- 
married sister, being young and able to work, lias, through 
mishap, become so poor that help is much needed, there shall he 
paid to him, out of the goods of the gild, as a free grant for one 
year, ten shillings, to enable him to follow his own calling in 
such manner as he thinks best.* And if, owing to weakness or 

* The original words of this phrase are, “ad mercandisandum ad opus 
suum proprium, prout sibi melius viderit expedire.” 
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any other cause that may be excused, he is not able to earn back 
the ten shillings during the first year, he shall be let keep the 
money for another year. If at the end of the two years he is 
not able to earn back the ten shillings, nor to make increase 
thereupon, nor to live on his own, lie may keep the money for 
yet another year, in order that he may make a profit out of it. 
If at the end of the third year he is unable to earn back, beyond 
what is his own, the ten shillings with an increase, then the 
money shall be wholly released to him. 

If it happen that any of the gild becomes infirm, bowed, blind, 
dumb, deaf, maimed, or sick, whether with some lasting or only 
temporary sickness, and whether in old age or in youth, or be so 
borne down by any other mishap that he has not the means of 
living, then, for kindness’ sake, and for the souls’ sake of the 
founders, it is ordained that each shall have, out of the goods of 
the gild, at the hands of the wardens, sevenpenee every week ; 
and every one so being infirm, bowed, blind, dumb, deaf, maimed, 
or sick, shall have that sevenpenee every week as long as he 
lives. If any of these poor and infirm folks should get so low 
in the world that he cannot pay the before-named yearly charge 
of two shillings and twopence, and has no goods on which it may 
be levied, then part of the weekly payment of sevenpenee shall be 
set aside, so that the quarterly payments towards the two 
shillings and twopence shall be fully made, and so that on no 
account shall that yearly payment be released. But if any 
brother or sister of the gild wishes, at any time, to make a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, then, in order that all the gild 
may share in his pilgrimage, he shall be fully released from his 
yearly payment until his return. 

All the bretheren and sistcren shall meet in the chapel of the 
Virgin Mary on Assumption day, to make offerings. Whoever 
does not come, unless for reasonable cause, shall pay a pound of 
wax. And, under the same penalty for absence, all the bretheren 
and sisteren shall come to the burial and other services, on the 
death of any brother or sister. 

If any brother or sister be rebel or foul-mouthed at any 
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inert im* of l ho gild. lie hlmll pay a pound of wax. If any of the 
plil rlnftts the ^.irdriH n* to any matter of payment tine, or 
profits made, or fine, and it i* proved, and yet he stands it out, 
he shall pay two pounds of wax, unless lie have grace. More- 
over. if any hrot In r or sister be found charged under any 
articles* touching felony, such as robbery, man-killing, house- 
burning. ass.mlt, plunder, rape, prison-breach, counterfeiting 
money, forswearing the realm, conspiracy, treason, harbouring 
thieves, outlawry, sorcery, heresy, or any other felony touching 
life or limb (which God forbid), then it is ordained that every 
such brother and sister be, without any delay, altogether put 
out from this gild. And also, if any man or woman f of the 
gild shall ever be found to be a blackguard, J lover of law-suits, 
libeller, bully, night-walker, destroyer of goods, liar, harlot, 
excommunicate, or guilty of any other crime injurious to the 
good name of the gild and the bretheren thereof, lie shall, 
unless sooner punished by the law, be put out of the gild. And 
if any of these evil-doers, or their heirs or executors, or any other 
in their name, make claim to any share of the goods and 
chattels of the gild, or demand a division thereof, it is 
ordained that every such claim will be wholly void and of none 
effect, and that no claim of the kind can be maintained before 
any judge, ecclesiastical or civil. 

If any of the bretheren or sisteren quarrels with any other 

* This refers to the Articles of Inquiry which at that time were regularly 
and frequently made in every Court Leet, Sheriff s Tourn, &c. I have 
elsewhere published many examples of the use of these Articles of Inquiry. 
See “The Parish” (second edition), pp. 19, 23, 105, 367-372,463 ; “Local 
Self-Government,” p. 298; “The Law of Nuisances” (fourth edition), 
pp. 5 — 1 1 - 

+ The usual phrase u frater vel soror” is here changed to “masculus 
vel femella,” — as if the founders of the gild found it painful even to con- 
template the possibility that any who had once been called by the more 
endearing name of brother or sister of the gild, should do such bad 
things. 

X The original is “ malefactor,” i.e, bad-doer. I do not think it was 
used in its modern very limited sense ; and “ blackguard” no doubt comes 
nearest to what was meant. The context shows this. 
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(which God forbid), it is ordained that, inasmuch as the gild 
was founded to cherish kindness and love, the alderman, steward, 
and two help-men, shall deal with the matter, and shall earnestly 
strive to make the quarrellers agree together, without any suit 
or delay, and so that no damage, either to body or goods, shall 
in any wise happen through the quarrel ; under penalty of four 
pounds of wax, to be paid equally by the alderman, steward, 
and help-men, or some of them, unless they have grace. And if 
the quarrellers will not obey the summons of these four officers, 
nor settle their quarrel in a reasonable manner, then the one 
who is found most in fault shall pay four pounds of wax, unless 
he have grace. Moreover, if the alderman, steward, and two 
help-men are unable to agree in a matter of this sort, or in any 
other matter touching the welfare of the gild, then all and every 
of the gild shall be summoned and meet, and the matter in 
difference shall be discussed before them, and be referred to 
them for settlement. 

If the wife of any brother dies in her husband’s lifetime, 
and the same brother afterwards marries again, as is natural and 
often done,* the second wife shall become a sister of the gild 
without any fine or payment. 

Whenever any fresh brother or sister wishes to come into the 
gild, it is ordained that, before being received, all the ordinances 
here set down shall be read over, openly and plainly, so that, 
should it happen that any one afterwards fails in aught, or 
incurs any penalties, none may be able to say that anything has 
been done to which assent was not given on the first day of 
coming into the gild, — which was done wholly of the free will 
of the in-comer. 

An oath shall be taken, by every one coming into the gild, to 
observe all the ordinances. 

All the men of the gild, for themselves and their wives, and 
all the unmarried women for themselves, have set their seals to 
the deed ; and the seal of the Dean of Hertlnll is added, to attest 
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* The original of this odd phrase is, — “ut est moris naturaliter.” 
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This gild was founded on Thursday, the last day of May, a.ix 
1 3 5 S . The names of the forty-three founders are given, eighteen 
of whom are women, and the rest men. The estates of the 
founders are charged with payments, as in the ease of the last- 
named gild, hut in a different manner. These founders charge 
themselves with the payment of ten shillings a year for five 
years, by two payments in each year; and, after the end of the 
five years, with the payment of one penny and one farthing each 
week. Instead of a power of distraining for arrears being given, 
defaulters are to he put out of the gild. Every new-comer into 
the gild shall pay five farthings a week through his whole life. 
There are clauses as to the liability of sureties, and as to the 
doubling of debts in case of resistance by word or deed, nearly 
the same as in the last-named gild. 

The alderman and chamberlain (as the steward is here called) 
shall take eight discreet men to help them, and the gild shall 
abide by what these do in the name of the gild. 

All shall meet on the festival of Corpus Christi to make 
offerings, under the usual penalty for absence. Any one mis- 
behaving at any meeting of the gild shall be fined. 

If it befall that any brother or sister become, by mishap, so 
poor that help is needed, twenty shillings shall be granted to him 
for one year, to enable him to follow his calling. And if he 
cannot earn the twenty shillings in that year, he shall keep the 
money for another year. And if then lie cannot earn it, with 
increase, nor make his living, he shall have it for another year, so 
that he may make a profit out of it. And if, through no fault of 


* OGCVIII. 106. Condition, fair; but a piece destroyed. Latin. 
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his own, he can get no increase even in the third year, then the 
money shall be released to him. 

A clause follows as to giving help to the infirm, bowed, blind, 
dumb, deaf, maimed, and sick, nearly the same as in the last- 
named gild : but the weekly dole is to be fourteen pence. A 
deduction is here, as in that case, to be made from the dole, to 
meet the yearly payments due from each of the gild. 

Every brother and sister shall, under penalty, come to the 
burial of any brother or sister who has died.* 

There is a clause as to the ordinances being read over to new- 
comers, nearly the same as in the last-named gild. 

The seals of the founders are set to the deed. The names of 
several witnesses are added : the first among whom are the 
mayor of Kingston-upon-Hull, and the bailiff of the same place. 

[It seems that this gild assumed the power of adding to the 
ordinances set forth by the founders ; for it is added in this 
Return, after the copy of the foundation deed : — ] 

That all the bretheren and sisteren shall meet on the anni- 
versary of the gild, or pay a pound of wax. 

Moreover it is ordained, that no money belonging to the gild 
shall ever be risked in trading beyond sea, unless by special 
grace, and then two sureties must be given. 

And it is ordained, that when the son or daughter of any 
bretheren of the gild would come into the gild, they shall be 
honourably received, without any payment ; but they must bind 
themselves to fulfil the ordinances of the gild. None, save the 
children of gildsraen, shall come into the gild without paying 
three pounds of silver, unless it be by special grace. 
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Help shall be 
given to the 
afflicted. 


Burials shall be 
attended. 


The ordinances 
shall be read over 
to new-comers. 

Seals put to the 
deed, and wit- 
nesses thereto. 


Another meeting 
of the gild. 


No risks beyond 
sea. 


Sons and daugh- 
ters of bretheren 
admitted without 
payment ; others 
shall pay heavily. 


(c) Gild of St. John Baptist. t 

The date of the foundation is destroyed, and so are the names 
of some of the founders. Twenty-one founders’ names remain. 

* It is remarkable that this applies only to the burial (sepulturam). 
Nothing whatever is said, as is usual, about services for the soul, &c. 
f CCCVIII. 107. Condition, fair ; but a piece destroyed. Latin. 
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The ordinance* 
shall be read over 
lo new-comers. 


Seal* put to the 
deed, and wit 
thereto. 


F *ch charge his cstito with the pnment of two shillings yearly 
to the phi. jnuthle quarterly. If imy payment shall he eight 
da\s in nm ar. the ahlmunn may levy double the amount. Two 
shillings a \mr shall he the payment for mini nml wife together, 
the $ur\i\or paying the same. A single man or woman shall 
pay the same. Sureties shall he liable, as in both the foregoing 
gilds • and debts shall he doubled in ease of refusal to pay. 

When the alderman is chosen, he shall take two discreet men 
of the gild to help him ; and all the gild shall abide by what 
these three do in the name of the gild. 

If any one of the gild cheats the alderman ns to any matter of 
payment due or profit made, or is otherwise rebellious, he shall 
pay two pounds of wax. 

All shall meet together on the feast of the nativity of St. John 
Baptist, to make offerings, etc., under penalty. Any one mis- 
behaving at any meeting of the gild, shall he fined. 

This gild has a provision much the same as the two others, as to 
help to he given to the infirm, bowed, blind, dumb, deaf, maimed, 
and sick. But in this ease each one of the gild is required to 
pay a weekly sum ; in addition to which, five shillings are to he 
given to each of the afflicted at the feast of St. Martin in winter, 
to get a garment. A deduction must, if necessary, be made, as 
in the other gilds, to cover the yearly payments. 

All must come to the burial of any brother or sister, and also 
to the other services for the dead, under penalty. 

When any man marries a sister of the gild, and afterwards 
wishes to come into the gild, he must pay six shillings and eight- 
pence. Every one else must pay thirteen shillings and fourpcnce. 

If any brother take any apprentice, the apprentice must pay, 
or his master for him, twelve pence and one pound of wax. 

There is a clause as to the reading over of the ordinances to 
every fresh comer, to the same effect as in the two other gilds. 

The seals of the founders arc set to the deed, and witnesses 
are named, among whom the mayor and the bailiff 1 of Kingston- 
upon-Hull stand first. 

The gild lias in hand xx./ib. 


Good* of the pild. 
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V. 

LANCASTER. 

Gild of the Holy Trinity and St. Leonard.* 

rphcse ordinances were made on the feast of St. Leonard 
-L a.d. 1377 . 

Whoever is admitted to the gild shall make oath to keep 
these oi’dinances. 

No one of the gild shall do anything to the loss or hurt of 
another, nor shall allow it to he done so far as he can hinder it, 
the laws and customs of the town of Lancaster being always 
saved. 

No one of the gild shall wrong the wife or daughter or sister 
of another, nor shall allow her to be wronged so far as he can 
hinder it. 

No one of the gild shall take into his house any one known 
to be an adulterer, nor shall himself live in adultery ; and if it 
be shown that he has done either, and after two warnings he 
will not amend, he shall be altogether put out of the gild. 

No one of the gild shall entice others to become adulterers, 
nor shall take up the unsafe calling of “ Baudestrotes and if 
he does, and after two warnings he will not give it up, he shall 
be put out of the gild. 

If any of the gild die within Lancaster, all the bretlieren then 
in the town shall come to placebo and dirige, if summoned by 
the “ Belman,” or pay ij .d. 

All shall go or send to the mass held for a dead brother or 
sister, and offer ob., under the same penalty. 

* CCCVIII. 84. Condition, bad. Latin. 
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OIU) OF Til r. 1101. Y TRINITY AND ST. I.KONAltD, MNCASTKU. 

E\ cry one of the bretheren shall Bnv, for the soul of the (lend, 
ns quickly ns lie can, lx. 1’ntrr-nostcrf*, with as many Hail- 
Mans. And the anniversary of every brother shall be duly 
kept . 

If any of the gild dies outside the town of Lancaster, within 
n space of xx. miles, xij. bretheren shall wend and seek the 
body, at the cost of the gild. And if the brother or sister so 
dying wished to be buried where be died, the said xij. shall 
see that he lias fitting burial there, at the cost of the gild. 

Each brother and sister so dying shall have, at the mass on the 
day of burial, six torches and x\ iij. wax lights; and at other 
services, two torches and iiij. wax lights. 

All the bretheren and unmarried sisteren of the gild shall 
meet four times a year, on four Sundays which are named. Each 
shall then pay xiij.c/., towards finding two chaplains to celebrate 
divine service in the town, for the welfare of the King and the 
Queen, and the Lord Duke of Lancaster, and the whole realm, 
and all the dead bretheren and sisteren of the gild. Whoever 
does not come to these meetings, and docs not pay the money 
within three weeks afterwards, shall pay half a pound of wax, 
which shall be doubled if there be a further arrear of three 
weeks. 

It is ordained that xij. good and discreet men of the gild 
shall be chosen ; who shall have the power of admitting fresh 
bretheren and sisteren ; shall arrange with each of these what 
shall be paid on entry ; shall deal with what other matters touch 
the good name, profit, and well-being of the gild ; and shall 
appoint the places and times of meetings : — and these xij. shall 
be chosen afresh every year, if it be thought fit. 

Collectors shall be chosen, to gather in all dues. They shall 
render an account to the aforesaid xij., or the greater part of 
them, so that the xij. may, every quarter, let the gild know 
how its affairs stand. 

[No Return is found among these bundles from any other gild 
in Lancashire.] 
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VI. 

CHESTERFIELD. 

(a) Gild of the Blessed Mary.* 

rphis gild was begun on the day of the circumcision of our 
Lord, a.d. 1218, to hold certain services, and the better to 
assure the liberties of the town. 

First, all shall swear to uphold the due rights of the church, t 

Also, they shall swear to take care for the rights of the lord 
of the place. 

Also, they shall swear to guard all their liberties, within town 
and without town, and to give trusty help thereto whenever it 
may be needed. 

A chaplain shall celebrate services on days named, and shall 
be paid what the Alderman, Steward, and Dean think right. J 

Each brother shall bequeath, in his Will, towards masses for 
the souls of the bretheren, twelve pence out of every pound of 
his chattels ; but he need not bequeath more than forty 

* CCCVIII. 90-95. Condition, very bad, and several pieces destroyed. 
Latin. It unfortunately happens that, in several instances, the places 
where words have become destroyed occur in ordinances that are of special 
interest. 

+ The cautious phrase of the original is, “omnia juraecclesiastica ecclesiae 
sue de jure debita.” Indeed this body of ordinances is remarkable for the 
slightness and the coldness with which religious services, whenever named, 
are treated. Even in the services usual for the dead, much less care is 
shown than is usual. Very different from this is the warmth and the par- 
ticularity with which the gild bretheren are required to stand fast in 
defence of the liberties of the town. 

+ The word “ major” is written here, and in one or two other places in 
this Return, instead of “alderman.” To avoid confusion, I put “aider- 
man ” throughout. 
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On tho doath of any brother, xiij. wax li^li t m shall he found 1»y 
the phi. to mt round his hotly, and shall he kept burning until 
he i< buried ; and each brother shall either pay a penny at the 
time of burial, or else make offering afterwards for the soul, as 
the Alderman thinks host. 

If, in the haps of life, heavy loss befalls any brother, whether 
by fire, by murrain, by robbery, or by any other mishap, — so 
that such loss come not through his own lust, or gluttony, or 
dice-play, or other folly, — each brother shall give him, in relief 
of his loss, at the first, twopence ; and again, if lie needs it, two- 
pence more ; and yet a third time, if necessary, ij.c/. 

If any brother, through age, or loss of limb, or leprosy, comes 
to so great want that he cannot support himself, the bretheren 
who are able shall, in turn, supply him with needful food, or 
shall find for him a house of religion where he may stay during 
life. 

The deaths of past Aldermen, and of Hugh of the Peek [either 
founder or benefactor], shall be yearly kept by the bretheren, 
even to the end of time. 

If any brother shall have wronged another in any way, by 
violence, either with malice aforethought or through ignorance, 
or by backbiting, or by foul words ; or shall have sworn at his 
brother, or evil-spoken of him, or in any other manner wronged 
him ; and if this shall be proved by two of the bretheren, and he 
is unwilling to make fitting amends for the wrong, on the 
friendly suggestion of his bretheren ; then he who has been 
wronged may seek redress howsoever he likes ; and the other, 
for his rash presumption, shall be put out of the gild, or punished 
in such other manner as the Alderman and his bretheren shall 
think well. 

Every brother shall, in every strait and trouble, have the help 
of his bretheren towards defending himself, in due course of law, 
against any adversary whomsoever. 

If any brother has undergone damage, or loss, or cost, for the 
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common welfare of the gild, or the liberties of the town, the 
bretheren are bound to make good to him all such damages, 
and shall, with others of the town, give him counsel and help. 

The Alderman, with the counsel and help of the bretheren, 
shall uphold and defend all the liberties belonging [to the 
town*~\ against all disturbers or hinderers of those liberties ; 
and xij. men, or as many as are wanted, must be chosen by 
him, or by the Steward of the gild when he himself has not 
leisure, and be sent before the justices, or elsewhere, upon the 
business of the town, whenever need shall be. 

The Alderman shall look after the house as well as he is 
able ; and the Dean shall take care [that summonses are duly ] 
sent to the bretheren. The Dean shall also receive the fines, 
and hand them over to four scribes [1 Stewards], who are bound 
to keep the goods of the gild, and to improve them as much as 
they can ; and they may keep them for a whole year, if they well 
use them. Afterwards, the goods shall be entrusted to others, 
as the gild thinks fit. All who hold the goods, shall swear that 
they will duly restore them on a day named, and that they will 
use them for the profit of the gild. 

Whoever makes known the affairs of the gild, and it is proved 
by two bretheren, shall be put out as perjured, and his example 
shall be held up to everlasting scorn. 

All the bretheren shall meet twice a year, to look into and 
order the affairs of the gild, and to take an account of those who 
have in hand the goods of the gild. 

The Dean and the Steward shall find wax lights when neces- 
sary, taking four or three bretheren to advise with them ; and 
shall, once or twice a year, give an account of their expenses 
over the lights. 

Two bretheren shall be chosen to receive all rents and pay- 
ments due to the gild, and to pay what is due from the gild. 
And the Alderman and the Dean and the Steward shall have a 


Whoever lias had 
loss or cost fortlio 
sake of the town, 
shall have it made 
good to him. 

The liberties of 
the town shall be 
actively upheld, 
whenever there is 
need. 


The alderman 
shall control the 
gild-house; and 
the dean shall 
summon members, 
and collect 
moneys. 


The goods of the 
gild shall be put 
into hands of dif- 
ferent folks, to 
make increase, 
and duly to re- 
store the whole. 


Whoever discloses 
the affairs of the 
gild shall be put 
out of the gild. 


Two meetings 
shall be had every 
year. 


Wax-lights shall 
be found, and 
there shall be an 
account of them 
kept. 


Two accountants 
shall be chosen. 


* This is one of the many words destroyed in the original. But there 
cannot, from the context, be any doubt that the word now destroyed was 
“ville.” 
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roll, containing (hr nnnu*of tlm-e who pay \ early rents, and what 
nml »hrn each paves ami whnt has to ho paid thereout to othors. 

Charters, muniments, &c. t shall be kept under the seal of the 
Alderman and the Doan, and under the common seal of the 
gild. The chaplain shall keep vestments and hooks, giving an 
inventory of them. 

Each brother shall, on Friday in Pentecost week, give j A. 
towards alms, and another for wax. 

Every incoming brother shall, on his entry, pay to the clerk 
and to the door-keeper j.</. 

When any brother is summoned to come to any meeting 
touching the affairs of the gild, and he does not come, being in 
town and not sick, he shall pay j.^/. to the light. 

[A very long list of the possessions of the gild follows, which 
shows that it must have been a wealthy one.] 


( b ) Gild of tiik Smiths of Chesterfield.* 

Ti-uriiMi^ The Return states, in an opening paragraph, that this gild 

n -»ri*b*d ; bill n ’ i o i o i > t> 

h** biriv had, from the time of its foundation (the date of which is not 

th« UiW of Ui© 1 x 

Merchant* °* U,e stated), existed separately up till Lady Day, 1387 \ but that the 
bretheren, having then found their funds too small to fulfil all 
claims, joined the Gild of the Holy Cross of the Merchants of 
Chesterfield. [It would seem that their own ordinances were, 
nevertheless, upheld ; for these now follow : — t] 


* CCCVIII. hi. Condition, very bad, and torn. This gild seems to 
have had no patron saint. Among the records of at least six hundred 
early English gilds that have come under my careful review, I have very 
rarely found this absence, save in some of the Gilds-Merchant. Even 
existing London City Companies have such patron saints. Perhaps some 
local circumstances made the priests unpopular in Chesterfield. Certain 
it is that, while the ordinances of the Chesterfield gild last given treat 
priestly services with a slightness and coldness that are very unusual, the 
present gold does not even so much as invoke the patronage of any saint. 
It is simply the Gild of the Smiths [jfabroruni]. 

+ A fragmentary waif from the lamentable destruction which these in- 
valuable Rolls have undergone, remains attached to this Return. It is all 
that remains of the Return made by another gild, which was sent up sewed 
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Tins is the agreement of the masters and bretlieren of the Gild 
of Smiths of Chesterfield; worshipping before the greater cross 
in the nave of the church of All Saints there. The head men The gild has an 

elder father, dean, 

are, an Elder Father, Dean, Steward, and four burgesses, by steward, and four 

overseers. 

whose oversight the gild is managed. Lights are to be found, 
and be burnt before the cross on days named. 

If any brother is sick, and needs help, he shall have a half- Help shall be 

given to the sick, 

penny daily from the common fund of the gild, until he has got 

well. If any of them fall into poverty, they shall go, singly, on 

given days, to the houses of the bretlieren, where each shall be and entertainment 

courteously received, and there shall be given to him, as if he 

were the master of the house, whatever he wants of meat, drink, 

and clothing, and he shall have a halfpenny like those who are 

sick ; and then he shall go home in the name of the Lord.* 

On the death of a brother, xij. lights shall be kept burning Lights shall be 
round the body, until buried, and offerings shall be made, body of the dead. 
Hound the body of a stranger, or of the son of a brother, dying 
in the house of a brother, iiij. lights shall be kept burning. 

If it befall that any of the bretlieren, by some hapless whoever is 

wrongfully im- 

chance, and not through his own folly, is cast into prison, all prisoned, shall be 

° J 1 helped by the 

gild. 

together with this. Not one line is complete; nor is one ordinance left. 

Only enough is left to let us know that it was the return made by the Gild 
of the Holy Cross of the Merchants of Chesterfield ; and to tell us, with a 
strange mockery, that the gild of which this relic alone remains, was “ ira- 
perpetuum duraturam ; ” and that the bretheren were bound, for ever, 

“ conservare, manutenere, et sustentare,” its statutes and ordinances. 

* This curious ordinance is made somewhat obscure by the double mis- 
chance of part of the parchment being destroyed, and some of the words 
having become wholly illegible. There is no doubt, however, that what 
I have given is substantially the sense of it. A return from Dronfield, in 
the same county, much resembles the present Return on the point of this 
ordinance. In that case it is ordained that, if any one falls into want by mis- 
chance, not being his own fault, he shall have a halfpenny a day from the 
gild, “ or he may take meals [comederet] with some brother or sister of 
the gild.” In another case, of a gild at Grantham in Lincolnshire, it is 
ordained that, on the day of the gild-feast, each couple, “ videlicet sponsus 
et sponsa,” and each unmarried man, shall feed one poor person. it is 
added that, on the same day, there shall be given to the friars minors of 
the town who have gone in procession with them, fourteen loaves, eight 
gallons of ale, and half a kid or sheep. 
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his lirrtlicmi aro hound to do what they can to get him freed, 
n ml to di ft ml him. 

If any .sick brother makes a Will, having first bequeathed his 
soul to Clod, his hotly to burial, ami the altar-gifts to the priests, 
he shall then not forget to bequeath something to the gild, 
according to his means. 

When any one has borrowed any money from the gild, either 
to traffic with or for his own use, under promise to repay it on 
a given day, and he does not repay it, though three times warned, 
he shall be put under suspension, denunciation, and excom- 
munication, — all contradiction, cavil, and appeal aside, — until 
he shall have wholly paid it. If lie has been sick, the claim of 
the gild must be the first to be satisfied. And if he dies intestate, 
his goods shall be held bound to the gild, to pay what is owing 
to it, and shall not be touched or sequestrated until full pay- 
ment has been made to the gild. 

Should it happen (which God forbid) that any brother is 
contumacious ; or sets himself against the brethcrcn ; or gainsays 
any of these ordinances ; or, being summoned to a least, will not 
come ; or does not obey the Elder Father when lie ought, nor 
show him due respect ; or does not abide by what has been 
ordained by the Elder Father and greater part of the gild ; — lie 
shall pay a pound of wax and half a mark. Moreover, he shall 
be put under suspension, denunciation, and excommunication, 
without any contradiction, cavil, or appeal. 

Any one proved to be in debt, or a wrong-doer, shall be 
deemed excommunicate, and shall not presume to come to the 
meetings of the brethcrcn ; and his company shall be shunned 
by all, so that no brother shall dare to talk with him, unless to 
chide him, until he has fully satisfied the Elder Father and the 
brethcrcn, as well touching any penalty as touching the debt or 
wrong-doing. 

To keep and faithfully perform these constitutions, all the 
brethcrcn have bound themselves by touch of relics. 

[Copies follow of eight grants of land to the gild ; the yearly 
value of each of which is stated. Then comes the following : — ] 
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The clear sum of the whole xxxij.s. 

Out of which [has to be paid], for chief rents, etc. v.s. iiij.cZ. 

And for obits for the souls of several brothers, etc. x.s. vj .d. 

And for xxviij. pounds of wax, for making and 
keeping up the wax lights, the price of the Avax 


being vij.cZ. a pound xvj.s. iiij .d. 

And for repair of houses, generally, by estimation x.s. 

In all xlij .s. ij .d* 


* Tlie difference thus shown between income and outgoes might seem to 
have made the continuance of the gild impossible for any time. But it must 
be remembered that this income is what comes from real estate, and that it 
does not include the moneys coming in from any other sources, such as 
bequests, fines, Sec. Still, this gild seems to have made no provision, such 
as was usually made by other gilds, for regular payments by members or 
new-comers, and so its annual income would not be large. Hence, no 
doubt, arose the necessity for it to join the Gild of the Merchants. See 
before, p. 168. 
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VII. 

LINCOLN. 

(«) Gild of St. Benedict.* 

mins gild was founded in honour of God Almighty, and of 
"*■ the blessed Virgin Mary, and of our Lord Jhesu Christ, 
in the parish of St. Benedict. t 

One great wax light shall he found, and lighted on the feast 
of the Purification, and at other special times. 

Every year, at the said feast of the Purification, they shall 
feed as many poor as there are bretheren and sisteren in the gild, 
with bread and ale and one dish of flesh or fish, at the cost of 
the gild. 

If any brother or sister wishes to go on pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, every brother and sister shall give him one penny ; if to 
St. James’s or to Rome, each shall give a halfpenny, unless he 
likes to give more; and the pilgrim shall be accompanied out- 
side the gates of the city. And when he returns, and has let 
his fellows know it, they shall go out and meet him, and go with 
him to the mother church. 

When any brother or sister dies within the city, the Graceman 
and Wardens shall go to the body, and the Dean shall bring four 
wax lights, which shall burn there until the service is done ; and 

* CCCVIII. 75. Condition, bad and tom. Latin. 

+ The form of what may be called the dedication of this gild differs, very 
strikingly, from that of most other gilds. In almost every other case, God 
the Father Almighty would seem to have been forgotten. No doubt what 
must strike every reader as so strange an oversight, was not intentionally 
so, but grew out of the habit and form of prayers of intercession. 
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on the morrow, when the body is buried, the Graceman shall 
offer a penny, and each Warden a halfpenny, of the goods of the 
gild. Besides this, every brother and sister shall give a half- 
penny to buy bread, to be given to the poor for the soul of the 
dead, while the priest celebrates mass. Whoever fails in this 
offering, shall, next day, pay one penny, or a pound of wax at 
the next morn-speech. 

When any brother or sister dies outside the city, on pilgrimage 
or otherwise, and the death is made surely known to the 
bretheren, they shall do, for his soul's sake, the same as they 
would have done had he died in the city, and this in his own 
parish. 

When any brother or sister falls into poverty, and seeks the 
help of the gild, there shall be advanced to him, out of the goods 
of the gild, in the first year, vj.d ; in the second year, vj.d ; and 
in the third year, if he is still in want, vj.d. If he becomes able 
to repay those xviij.d, let him ; if not, let him keep them as a 
free gift.* 

Eveiy year, at the feast of the gild, they shall have, on each 
day of the feast, three flagons, with prayers, and six tankards : 
and the tankards, filled with ale, shall be given to the poor who 
most need it.t 

* I cannot but think that the copyist has made a mistake here. Com- 
pared with allowances in other cases, sixpence a year is simply absurd. 
It is often not very easy to know whether the letter is ‘s’ or ( d’ after 
the figure, and I think that it was, in this case, originally written ( s * 
(six shillings , not si Spence), and that, in the overhaste of copying, the ‘s’ 
was read, and so written down, as if it was ‘ d’ 

+ There is much difficulty in knowing exactly what is meant by the dif- 
ferent vessels named. What I here translate “ tankards” is “ ciphos” in 
the original. From the use of this word in many places, there is no doubt 
that it meant a great drinking vessel, and it is our guide to the mean- 
ing of the other words. In Madox's Formulare Anglicanum (p. 432, &c.), 
wefindKalph de Nevill,in 1424, bequeathing many costly drinking vessels. 
Among the rest are, “ optimum ciplium meum auri ; ” ‘ ( duas Ollas argenteas 
deauratas, et iiij. Ollas argenteas albas “ j. Ewer argenteum “j. ollam 
potteller argenti and a great many other gold, silver, and silver-gilt 
vessels. In the ordinances of the Gild of St. Michael on the Hill (Lincoln) 
(after, p. 1 78), I find mention made of “ four of the tankards (ciphos) which 
are called ‘ full as/ ” Are “ olla ” and “ fulla ” the same thing ? I translate 
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Whoever wi^hi* to enter the gild shall |»ay six hliillin^s nurl 
right )h nee ; namely. three and fnurpeiiee on li is admission, and 
at the next year’s feast three nnd fourpcnce. 

Every jour, on the Sunday next after the feast of St. Michael, 
t lie hretlieren nnd sisteren shall hold a mornspeeeh in the ehureli 
of St. 1 letted ict ; and every one who lias any money of the gild 
in hand, shall then give half the increase that lias been made out 
of that money. And on the Sunday next after the feast of 
Epiphany, they shall hold a mornspeeeh in the same church, to 
arrange about the feast that is to be held on the day of the 
Purification. At that feast, every one who has any money of 
the gild in hand, shall put it, and the other half of the increase 
thereof, upon the treasury in the room where the feast is held. 
And whoever fails to come to this mornspeeeh, having been 
summoned by the Dean, shall pay half a pound of wax. 

Whoever is chosen Graceman, and will not serve, shall pay 
two pounds of wax. Whoever is chosen Warden, and will not 
serve, shall pay one pound of wax. Whoever is chosen Dean, 
and will not serve, shall pay half a pound of wax. 

Every year, on the Sunday next after the feast, the brcthcren 
and sisteren shall hold another mornspeeeh in the same church, 
to which all shall come who have any money of the gild ; and 
those who have not paid in before, shall do so there ; and then 
they shall take such order as to the money as may seem most 
for the good of the gild. On the morrow, a mass shall be said 
for the souls of the dead brcthcren and sisteren, and the Gracc- 
innn shall offer a penny, and each of the Wardens a halfpenny, 
out of the gild fund. 

Any brother or sister of the gild who wTongs another by 


“fullas” by the word “ flagons.” Again, in the ordinances of a Grantham 
gild, I find “ tres ciphos voeatos masers evidently costly things, for the 
price is put down as xl.s., while “ tria cornua de quibus prcdicti fratres et 
sororcs, die convivii sui, bibere solent,” are priced at xx.s. ; and in another 
Grantham gild, “ una debilis rnazera” is put down as worth vij.s. A 
*• maser” or “ rnazer " is supposed to be a cup of maple wood, richly 
mounted. See Rotuli de I Ah crate, Preface, p. x. ; also the note on the word 
“ Mswfe" in Mr. Way’s edition of the Prompt or i urn, p. 328. 
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word or deed, in sight of the Graceman, or out of his sight but 
in the house of feasting, while the feast lasts, shall pay two 
pounds of wax. 

If any one is summoned by the Dean on the business of the 
gild, and does not come, he shall pay a pound of wax, unless he 
has a fair excuse. 

(6) Gild of the Resurrection of our Lord * 

This gild was founded at Easter, a.d. 1374. 

Every brother and sister, at entrance, shall pay fourpenee to 
the ale,f and one penny \to the wax] • and also, every year, 

* CCCX. 206. Condition, very bad indeed. Latin. The roll which 
contains this Return is, beyond comparison, the most interesting that is 
found in any of these bundles. It is a sheet of vellum, two feet five inches 
long, and eighteen and a quarter inches wide ; the Return itself filling a 
space of two feet long by thirteen and a half inches wide, with three lines 
in supplement. It is impossible to look at it without the suggestion arising 
that it was not written , but impressed with letter stamps . I have com- 
pared it with the facsimile of the Codex Argenteus of the Gospels of 
Ulphilas, given in Dr. Bosworth’s valuable edition of the Gothic and 
Anglo-Saxon, &c. Gospels. [The difference of date, both being earlier 
than the received date of printing, does not touch the matter.] The size 
of the letters is much the same ; but this Return assuredly seems much 
more like an impressed, and not written, document, than does the Codex 
Argenteus. The objections named in Dr. Bosworth’s preface (p. v.) are 
not, I think, sound. Different stamps, cut (not cast) for the same letter, 
would be certain to differ somewhat ; while it is very well known that, 
long after printing became common, contractions were used in print. I 
have hundreds of proofs of this in my own library. 

In this case, the impression of the letters is deep, insomuch that they can 
be felt, blindfold, with the finger. The ink has not, as in other cases, 
eaten away the vellum, and made it transparent ; but, nevertheless, where 
all trace of ink is gone, the letters remain clear, because stamped in the 
vellum. It is curious that it was obviously intended to illuminate the 
first letter of every paragraph. A large space is left for that letter, in 
every case. But time pressed, and so the Return was sent up with the 
initial letter of every paragraph wanting. 

+ The words of the original are “ ad ciphos.” There cannot be a doubt 
that these words were here used, as “ pocula” was much earlier, in the 
sense of the contents of the cups. The ordinances in Part I. often speak 
of payments to “ the ale.” I therefore translate “ad ciphos” by those 
words here and elsewhere, when used in this sense. See p. 1 73, note +. 
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thirteen pence, by four Mjmrnto payments in the year. Ami 
whoever is in nrriar shall pay a ]K>uml of wax. 

Twenty round wax lights shall be kept burning round the 
body of our Lord lying in the sepulchre, from Easter eve till the 
time of rrMirreetion on Easter Day, eaeli wax light weighing a 
pound and a half. 

When a brother or sister dies, a hearse shall be put about 
the body, with thirteen square wax lights burning in four 
standi, at placebo and dirige and mass ; and there shall be four 
angels, and four banners of the Passion with a white border, 
and scutcheons of the same powdered with [] gold]. And 
offerings shall be made ; and as many masses shall be said for 
the soul of the dead as there arc bretheren and sisteren in the 
gild.* 

If any brother or sister comes to want, from whatsoever cause, 
so that it be not through his own fault, by wasting his goods in 
unlawful uses, every brother and sister shall, if help is sought 
from the gild, yearly pay twopence to whoever is thus im- 
poverished. 

Every brother shall swear to keep all these ordinances. 
Whoever is chosen Graeeman, and will not serve, shall pay 
half a stone of wax. Whoever is chosen Warden, and will not 
serve, shall pay two pounds of wax. Whoever is chosen Dean, 
and will not serve, shall pay one pound of wax. 

Whoever has in hand any goods of the gild, shall bring them 
before the Graeeman and his fellows on Easter Tuesday, under 
penalty of a stone of wax. 

On the Wednesday in Easter week, there shall be a mass for 
those of the gild both living and dead ; and offerings shall be 
made by the Graeeman and Wardens. 

While the bretheren and sisteren are sitting at table, the 


* I cannot recall, in any of these ordinances, any description of the funeral 
rites of the members of a gild so full as this. As the ‘‘hearse” here named 
was a very different thing from what is now so called, I will refer the 
reader to the description of the hearse given by Canon Rock in “The 
Church of our Fathers,” vol. ii. p. 495, &e. See also the note to the word 
lt Heerce ” in Mr. Way’s edition of the Promptoriurti , p. 236. 
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ordinances shall he read over, so that they may he well under- 
stood, and that no one may, at any time, he able to say that he 
has broken, unwittingly, any of the articles which all have 
thus heard, and to whieh all have hound themselves. 

After dinner, four candles shall be lighted, and grace shall be 
said, together with the antiphone Regina cell letare , and the 
Lord’s Prayer; and the names of all the dead bretheren and 
sisteren shall be read over, and the Be Profundis shall be said 
for their souls. 

If any brother or sister wishes to make pilgrimage to Rome, 
St. James of Galacia*, or the Holy Land, he shall forewarn the 
gild ; and all the bretheren and sisteren shall go with him to 
the city gate, and each shall give him a halfpenny at least. 

If any one dies out of Lincoln, either on the sea or beyond 
sea, the same services shall be had, on the death being known, 
as if he had died in Lincoln. 

If any brother or sister dies without leaving means of his own 
out of which to give him fit burial, he shall be buried, at the 
cost of the gild, in the same manner as any other of the gild 
would be. 

No brother of the gild shall have the use of any goods or 
chattels of the gild, unless he finds a good sui'ety, who will be 
answerable, in any event, for the goods. 

When any brother or sister dies in Lincoln, two torches shall 
be kept burning about the body until it has been carried into 
the chureh. The torches shall then be put out. Afterwards, the 
mass being ended, the torches shall be lighted again, and shall 
be kept burning till the body is buried. 

If any brother or sister rebels against any of these articles, or 
will not be ruled by the Graceman and Wardens, he may be put 
out of the gild by the judgment of the bretheren. If he ought 
not, in their judgment, to be thus punished, he must be cleared 
in such manner as the Dean of Lincoln thinks fit. 

* So in original : but what is meant is Galicia in Spain, within which is 
the famous shrine of St. James of Compostella. 
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(<-) C! l li> or St. Michai.l on tin: Hill.* 

The gdd was founded on Haster-eve, A. I). 1350.+ 

On the deuth of a brother or sister within the city, not only 
shall the Dean bring the four wax lights which arc called “soul- 
cnmWs” and fulfil all other usual ceremonies, but the banner 
of the L r ild shall be brought to the bouse of the dead, and there 
ojHidy shown, that men may know that the dead was a brother 
or sifter of the gild ; and this banner shall he carried, with a 
great torch burning, from the house of the dead, before the 
body, to the church. 

On the eve of the feast of Corpus Christi, and on the eve of 
the day following, all the bretheren and sistcren shall come 
together, as is the custom, to the gild feast. At the close of the 
feast, four wax lights having been kindled, and four of the 
tankards which arc called ilagons having been fdlcd with ale, 
a clerk shall read and explain these ordinances, and afterwards 
the [ale in the] flagons shall he given to the poor. 

If any brother or sister goes away from Lincoln for a year, 
not being on pilgrimage, and afterwards seeks to rejoin the gild, 
lie must pay twelve pence : if away for two years, he must pay 
two shillings, unless he have grace. 

Whoever seeks to he received into the gild, being of the same 
rank as the bretheren and sistcren who founded it, namely, of 
the rank of common and middling folks, shall be charged to he 
faithful to the gild, and shall bear his share of its burdens.! 

* CCCX. 271. Condition, bad. Latin. 

f The ordinances of this gild are among the longest, if not actually the 
longest, that are found in the bundles of Returns made in 1389 ; and they 
are in many respects remarkable. As, however, there are several others 
from Lincoln, I hesitate to give the whole of these, though most interest- 
ing as a very complete body of ordinances. Space will only allow me to 
give a few of the more characteristic. 

£ The terms used in this and the next ordinance are so remarkable, that 
they must be given in the original Latin, lest I should be thought to be 
putting forth a democratic fiction. The words are: — “Quilibet affectans 
in dictun fratemitatem recipi, qui est ejusdem status fratrum et sororum 
qui dictam fratemitatem primo inchoaverunt, videlicet , de statu com - 
murium ct mcdiocrum virorum” In the ordinance next following, the 
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And whereas this gild was founded by folks of common and 
middling rank, it is ordained that no one of the rank of mayor 
or bailiff shall become a brother of the gild, unless he is found to 
be of humble, good, and honest conversation, and is admitted 
by the choice and common assent of the bretheren and sisteren 
of the gild. And none such shall meddle in any matter, unless 
specially summoned ; nor shall such a one take on himself any 
office in the gild. He shall, on his admission, be sworn before the 
bretheren and sisteren, to maintain and to keep the ordinances 
of the gild. And no one shall have any claim to office in this 
gild on account of the honour and dignity of his personal rank. 

If any brother or sister of the gild has fallen into such an ill 
state that he is unable to earn his living, and has not the means 
of supporting himself, he shall have, day by day, a penny from 
the bretheren and sisteren of the gild, in the order in which 
their names stand on the register of their admission to the gild ; 
each brother or sister giving the penny, in turn, out of his own 
means. 


(d) Gild of the Fullers of Lincoln.* 

The gild was founded on the Sunday before the feast of the 
apostles Philip and James, a.d. 1297, by all the bretheren and 
sisteren of the fullers in Lincoln. 

A wax light shall be kept burning before the Holy Cross, on 
the days when they go in procession in honour of the holy cross. 

words are: — “Quod cum fraternitas predicta fuit a principio ejusdem 
ordinata et incepta ex viris communibus et mediocribus,” — therefore they 
are jealous of receiving such great people as mayors and bailiffs. 

* CCCX. 72. Condition, good. Latin. This Gild of the Fullers, and the 
two that follow, arc given here as examples of gilds which were neither 
wholly social gilds nor wholly craft-gilds. They clearly did not consider 
themselves to come within the terms of the writ for Returns from craft-gilds 
(see before, p. 130). The ordinances are not indeed such as the true craft- 
gilds usually made. In each of the three cases, only two or three of the 
ordinances have anything to do with the members of the gild as craftsmen . 
But those two or three are found in each. These gilds are thus worth 
attention, as a sort of cross between the social gild and the craft-gild. 
Examples of the ordinances of true craft-gilds will be found under the 
heads of Worcester, Bristol, and Exeter: Reading must stand by itself. 
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None of the cnift *dr.dl work [i.e. full cloth by treading it with 
the fut] in the trough ; and none shall work at the wooden lmr 
with a woman, unless with the wife of a master or her handmaid.* 

None of them shall work after dinner on Saturdays, nor on 
any days which they ought to keep as festivals according to 
the law of the church. 

If a stranger to the city comes in, he may, upon giving 
a penny to the wax, work among the bretheren and sistcrcn, 
and his name shall be written on their roll. 

If any one wishes to learn the craft, no one shall teach it 
to him until lie has given twopence to the wax. 

If any of the brotherhood is justly charged with theft, to the 
value of a penny, he shall be put out of the company. 

When any of the bretheren or sistcren dies, the rest shall 
give a halfpenny each, to buy bread to be given to the poor, 
for the soul’s sake of the dead. 

If any brother or sister is going on a pilgrimage to S ts . Peter 
and Paul, if it is a Sunday or other festival day, all the 
bretheren and sistcren shall go in company with him outside 
the city as far as the Queen’s Cross, and each shall give him 
a halfpenny or more ; and when lie comes back, if, as before 
said, it is a Sunday or other festival day, and lie lias let them 
know of his coming, all the bretheren and sistcren shall meet 
at the same cross, and go with him to the monastery. 

Any one not keeping any of these ordinances, shall pay half 
a pound of wax. [But sec a later ordinance, on p. 182.] 

* The original of this ordinance is, “Item providetur inter eos quod 
nullus eoruin laboret in alveo. Et quod nullus ejusdein officii ad perticam 
cum muliere laboret, nisi cum uxore magistri vel ancilla sua commensali.” 
The fuller’s work seems at this time to have risen to beating the newly- 
made cloth, lying in a trough, with bars or poles [pertica]. Earlier than 
this, and even later in some places, the fulling was done by trampling the 
cloth with the feet. It was called €< cloth-walking.” A Worcester gild 
seems to have been hence called the Gild of (i Weavers, Walkers , and 
Clothiers.'* The foregoing prohibition stops the workman from thus 
“ cloth-walking ” in the trough. But why is he not to work at the bar (to 
strike the cloth) in company with an ordinary woman, while he may do 
so with a master’s wife or her handmaid? 
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If any one by mishap comes to want, and asks help from the 
gild, sixpence a year shall be advanced to him out of the goods 
of the gild, for three years. When he gets in better case, he 
shall, if he can, repay the money advanced to him ; but if he 
cannot, then the debt shall be repaid to the gild out of what is 
collected [after his death] for his soul’s sake, and what remains 
shall be faithfully applied for his soul’s sake.* 

When any brother or sister dies, the Dean shall put four wax 
lights round the body ; and the Graceman shall offer a penny for 
a mass, and the Warden a halfpenny, out of the goods of the gild. 

If any one is in arrear in the halfpence due for the soul, he 
shall pay half a pound of wax to the gild. 

In witness whereof, and to have the greater proof thereof in 
time to come, the official seal of the Deanery of Christianity at 
Lincoln has, at the special request of the bretheren and sisteren 
of this gild, been put hereto. Given at Lincoln, on the Nones 
of September, a.d. 1337.+ 

Farther, it is ordained that the Graceman and the two Wardens 
of the gild shall each of them have, at the feast of the gild, two 
gallons of ale, and the Dean one gallon. 

The Dean shall have, for collecting the soul-pennies from the 
bretheren, on the first day, ij .d. out of the goods of the gild ; 
but not on any day afterwards. 

* I have already said that I consider the sixpence a year to be a 
copyist’s mistake for six shillings (see before, p. 173). It is remarkable 
that, while this ordinance, and two others below, assume that soul-pence 
will be paid by the bretheren, there is not (as is usual) any ordinance 
directly requiring anything to be thus paid towards masses for the dead. 
Did the copyist accidentally pass it over? A former ordinance requires 
payments to be made towards buying bread for the poor; but these, 
however praiseworthy, were not offerings towards masses to be said for 
the soul. 

+ The gild was begun, as the first clause shows, in 1297. The foregoing 
ordinances give us, therefore, an example of the practice of reviewing the 
ordinances from time to time. What follows shows that this was done 
more than once in the case of the present gild. See instances of the same 
thing before, pp. 57, 139, 161 ; and after, in the cases of Stamford, Ludlow, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Cambridge, &c. 
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Whoever is chn*cn Gmccmnn, nml will not servo, slmll pay 
iiij. pound* of wax; whoever is chosen Warden, and will not 
sene, shall pay two pounds of wax; and whoever is chosen 
l)ean t and will not serve, shall pay one pound of wax. 

Every new brother shall pay to the Dean a penny. 

Whoever fails in aught touching these ordinances, shall pay a 
pound of wax. [See the earlier ordinance, at foot of p. 180.] 
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m. James's, or 
Home. 


S^rncc* for thovs 
dyirj; outside the 
city. 


The gild was founded a.d. 1328. 

All the brcthcren and sistcren slmll go in procession on the 
feast of Corpus Christi. 

Xo one shall enter the gild, as whole brother, until he has 
paid for his entry a quarter of barley, which must be paid 
between Michaelmas and Christmas. And if it is not then paid, 
he shall pay the price of the best malt, as .sold in Lincoln 
market on Midsummer-day. And each slmll pay xij.r/. to the ale.f 

If any one of the gild falls into poverty (which God forbid), and 
lias not the means of support, lie shall have, every week during 
his life, sevcnpence out of the goods of the gild ; out of which 
lie must discharge such payments as become due to the gild. 

If any one dies within the city, without leaving the means for 
burial, the gild shall find the means, according to the rank of 
him who is dead. 

If any one wishes to make pilgrimage to the Holy Land of 
Jerusalem, cacli brother and sister shall give him a penny; and 
if to St. James’s or Rome, a halfpenny ; and they shall go with 
him outside the gates of the city of Lincoln ; and, on his return, 
they shall meet him and go with him to his mother church. 

If a brother or sister dies outside the city, on pilgrimage or 
elsewhere, and the brcthcren are assured of his death, they shall 
do for Ins soul what would have been done if he had died in his 
own parish. 


* CCCX. 170. Condition, fair. Latin. 

-f 44 Pro ciphis" in the original. See the note + to p. 175. 
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When one of the gild dies, he shall, according to his means, 
bequeath v.s. or xl.A, or what he will, to the gild. 

Every brother and sister coming into the gild shall pay to the 
chaplain as the others do. 

There shall be four mornspeeches held in every year, to take 
order for the welfare of the gild : and whoever heeds not his 
summons, shall pay two pounds of wax. 

If any master [tailor] of the gild takes any one to live with 
him as an apprentice, in order to learn the work of the tailor’s 
craft, the apprentice shall pay two shillings to the gild, or his 
master for him, or else the master shall lose his gildship. 

If any quarrel or strife arises between any bretheren or sisteren 
of the gild (which God forbid), the bretheren and sisteren shall, 
with the advice of the Graceman and Wardens, do their best to 
make peace between the parties, provided that the case is such 
as can be thus settled without a breach of the law. And who- 
ever will not obey the judgment of the bretheren, shall lose his 
gildship, unless he thinks better of it within three days, and then 
he shall pay a stone of wax, unless he have grace. 

On feast days, the bretheren and sisteren shall have three flagons 
and six tankards, with prayers ; and the ale in the flagons shall be 
given to the poor who most need it. After the feast, a mass shall 
be said and offerings made for the souls of those who are dead. 

Four w r ax lights shall be put round the body of any dead 
brother or sister, until burial, and the usual services and offer- 
ings shall follow. 

If any master of the craft keeps any lad or sewer of another 
master for one day after he has well known that the lad wrongly 
left his master, and that they had not parted in a friendly and 
reasonable manner, he shall pay a stone of wax. 

If any master of the craft employs any lad as a sewer, that 
sewer shall pay vj.cZ., or his master for him. 

Each brother and sister of the gild shall every year give ].d. 
for charity, when the Dean of the gild demands it ; and it shall 
be given in the place where the giver thinks it is most needed, 
together with a pottle of ale from the ale store of the gild. 


Bequests shall bo 
made by the 
bretheren. 

Fee to the chap- 
lain. 


There shall be four 
general meetings 
every year. 


Payment shall be 
made to the gild 
when any master 
tailor takes an 
apprentice. 


The gild shall 
arrange such 
quarrels as can be 
settled without 
legal proceedings. 


Whoever will not 
abide by the judg- 
ment of the gild 
shall be put out. 


On feast-days, ale 
shall be given to 
the poor. 


Burial rites. 


If one master 
knowingly takes a 
sewer who has 
wrongly left an- 
other master, he 
shall be fined. 


Payment shall be 
made for every 
sewer employed 
by a master. 

A dole shall be 
given, yearly, by 
every brother and 
sister, for distri- 
bution in charity. 
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1 ' SaulecandeU * 


and 

pr*v*r*. and ale 
f t the j*w. 


Help to pilgrims. 


Ofiirt rs clm-cn, and not scr\ing, fdmll pay filled. 

In uitmvt whereof, niul at the special request of the phi, the 
stnl of the Deanery of Christianity at Lincoln is hereto put 

Written at Lincoln in very great haste.* 

Here ends the roll of the Gild of the Tailors of Lincoln. 

The hretheren have no lands nor tenements, in mortmain or 
otherwise, nor any chattels of the gild except for fulfilling what 
has been set forth ; nor do they hold any feasts, save those before 
named for cherishing love and charity among theinsclves.t 

(j) Gild of tiie Tylers of Lincoln.^ 

The gild of the Tylers of Lincoln, commonly called “ Poyn- 
tours,”§ was founded a.d. 1346. 

Every incomer shall make himself known to the Graceman, 
hut must be admitted by the common consent of the gild, 
and be sworn to keep the ordinances. And each shall give a 
quarter of barley, and pay ij.t/. to the ale, and j.(/. to the Dean. 

Four “ saulecandels ” shall be found, and used in the burial 
services. 

A feast shall be held on the festival of Corpus Christi ; and, on 
each day of the feast, they shall have three flagons, and four or 
six tankards ; and ale shall be given to the poor; and prayers 
shall be said over the flagons. 

Pilgrims shall be helped. 

* The original of this very curious photograph of a minute in January, 
1389, is not in Latin, like the rest, but in the old French : — “ L\cript a 
Nicol cn trctfjraunt hast." 

t This paragraph is written in another hand. 

X CCCX. 60. Condition, fair. Latin. 

§ The phrase of the original is, — “ tegulatores Lincolnie qui poyntours 
vulgariter nuncupantur.” “To point” and “pointing” [e. g. a wall] are 
still used, 

|| The original of this ordinance is worth recording : — “ Item ordinatum 
cat, quod omnes fratres et sorores simul potabunt in festo corporis christi ; 
et quolibet die, dum bibunt, habebunt tres fullos, cum quatuor cipbis vel 
cum sex; et ilia cerevisia dabitur pauperibus, intuitu caritatis, secundum 
diapositionem Gracemanni et Custodum dicte gilde ; et habebunt tres 
orationes cum tribus fullis, unius presbiteri sive clerici.” 
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Burials shall be provided for, by the Graceman, the two 
Wardens, and the Dean. 

If any brother does anything underhanded and with ill-will, 
by which another will be wronged in working his craft, he shall 
pay to the gild a pound of wax, without any room for grace. 

No tyler nor “poyntour” shall stay in the city, unless he 
enters the gild. 

[There are many returns from other parts of Lincolnshire. The 

following will serve as a good example of those from places 

of lesser importance.] 

(y) Gild of Kyllyngholm, Lincolnshire.* 

An ordinance was made by the bretheren and sisteren of the 
gild, on the Monday next after the Purification, a.d. 1310, that 
if a brother or a sister dies, four bretheren shall offer a penny, 
and each sister shall give a halfpenny loaf. 

If a brother or a sister is unlucky enough to lose a beast 
worth half a mark, every brother and every sister shall give a 
halfpenny towards getting another beast. 

If the house of auy brother or sister is burnt by mishap, 
every brother and every sister shall give a halfpenny towards a 
new house. 

Moreover, if the house of any brother or sister is broken into 
by robbers, and goods carried off worth half a mark, every 
brother and every sister shall give a halfpenny to help him. 

If any brother or any sister has a friend at his house, for 
love of whom he does not wish to go to the gild ; and if there 
is no retail tavern in the soke where he dwells ; he may send 
for a gallon of the best ale to the Bailiff of the gild ; and the 
Bailiff shall give it to him. But if it is found by his bretheren 
that he had no guest, but stayed at home through idleness, he 
shall be in the “ Gildwyt ” of half a bushel of barley, t 

* .CCCX. 161. Condition, good. Old French. 

+ Among some curious ordinances of a Grimsby gild, quoted for other 
purposes in the Introduction, the open-handedness of the gild i3 shown in 


Burials. 


One brother shall 
not unfairly 
meddle with the 
craft, work of 
another. 

All men of this 
craft in Lincoln, 
shall join this gild. 


The gild was 
begun before a.d. 
1310, when these 
ordinances were 
made. 

Offerings on 
death. 

Jf one losesa beast, 
the others shall 
help him. 


If one’s house 
is burnt, the 
others shall help 
him. 


If one is robbed, 
the others shall 
help him. 


If one has a 
guest, and he can- 
not buy ale, he 
shall have a gallon 
of the gild’s best 
brewing. 


But the gild will 
not allow any 
tricks. 
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If any brother or any sister is chosen to be Provost for a 
year, by t lie four Provosts of the past year, and will not serve, 
he must bo in the “Gildwyt" of half a bushel of barley, and 
be quit as soon as the others have been chosen. 


an ordinance, declaring that any brother who has money of the gild in his 
hand* may bring a guest to the gild feasts, provided that tbc guest bo a 
creditable person, and that he and his friend come in good time. If thoy 
Are after ** prime/’ they will get no ale. Tho old ordinances of the gild of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, which will be found on a later page, also show that, 
upon proper introduction, guests not belonging to the gild wero made 
wclcorao at the gild-feasts, 
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VIII. 

STAMFORD. 

Gild of St. Katherine.* 

Qtamford. Constituciones Gilde S te Katerine Ville Stam- 
ford, edite et stabilite in parochia S tJ Pauli ibidem, anno 
Domini millesimo quatercentesimo nonagesimo quarto, et anno 
Regni Regis Henrici septimi post conquestum Anglie decimo. 

Acta Gilde . Thies ben the ordinaunces, Actes, and Statutes, 
made, and of auncient tyme assigned and ordeyned, by the 
ffounders of the Gylde of the holye and blyssed Vyrgyne and 
martyr Seynt Katryn, in Stamford ; nowe renewed, and affermed 
and confermed, by the assente and consente and agrement off all 
the Eredern off the same gilde, in the yere aboue wreten. 

Be ffundacione . ffirst, in the name, hono r , and glorye off the 
Blyssed Trynyte, and of the gloryouse Virgyn and moder oure 
Lady Seynt marye, and all the companye of heuen, and in espe- 

* I am indebted to the personal hand, of the Librarian of Gonville and 
Caius College, Cambridge, for a copy of the very interesting ordinances 
here printed. There is every reason to believe that, among the MS. 
treasures in the Libraries of Oxford and Cambridge, there lie hidden many 
original ordinances of old gilds. What now follows, and some others which 
I have been enabled to give in later pages, will, I hope, arouse those who 
have the immediate opportunity, to make search for such interesting relics 
of the life of our forefathers. 


These ordinances 
were established 
a .d. 1494. 


These ordinances, 
made in old time, 
were re-affirmed 
in the year above 
written. 


The foundation of 
the gild, which is 
to abide for ever. 


« »liaJ] So 
au. -irtl t<> *11 
tS* brrOwrai. an 
M. K»s* rw'» 
cv*. and on m, 
kiibennei dav. 


All »hAll meet In 
U* haJ] of l be 
tfJd, 


and the Alderman 
ri all Jt*k e>er>* 
new-comer u to 
bis willingness. 


cull of the hlosM'tl cor*cynt and holy Yirgyne and Mnrtir Seynt 
Katin n, in the Clmpell oner the parissh Churche durre of Seynt 
Poult* in Stamford, it is sette, Hounded, ordeyned, and also 
Mahlyssheil, a Gildc otT the holye Yirgyne and martyr Seynt 
Kntcrvn, which shall ncucr ffrom that Ctmple he alycned, no done 
awnve fronic t lions in noo manner wise, but cucr there to ahyde, 
endure, and be uiayntcyned witlmutc ende. 

Dc annuo servieio. Item, it is ordeyned and assigned and also 
inacted, that the Alderman of the scid Gilde slialhe at Seynt 
Kntcryn-is Chapell aforcscid, wt all his Bredern, on Seynt 
Katryn-is cucn, at cuensong; and on y* 0 daic, at Matcyns, masse, 
and later eueusonge, holye to-gedre. And noo man then be 
absent wt-outen resonablc and suflieiaunt excuse, vppon paync of 
cuery Broder absente a /<*. of wax, to be paied to the Gilde. And 
that the Stunrde off the Gildc for the tyme beyng shall truly 
countrolle them y l ben absente; and, at the next tyme off assemble, 
to presente the names of theym and eucry of theym so absente 
vppoun the same peyme. 

Dc adimssioncffratrum ct sororum . Item, it is ordeyned that 
when the said Hirst cuensong is doonc, the Alderman and bis 
Bredern shall assemble in their Halle, and dryncke ; and there 
lmue a curteys Communycacion for tlie weclc of the seid Gildc. 
And then shal be called forth all thoo that slial be admytted 
Bredern or Sustcrn off the Gilde; and the Alderman shall ex- 
amync theym in this wise : — “ Sir, or Syre, be ye willyng to be 
Bredern among us in this Gilde, and will desire and axe it in 
the Worshippc off Allmyghty god, our blissed lady Seynt marye, 
and of the holye Virgyn and MartyT Seynt Kateryn, in whoos 
name this Gilde is ffounded, and in the wey of Chaiytc?” And 
by their owne Wille they shall answer, “ye,” or “ nayc.” Then 
the Alderman shall commaundc the Clcrke to gyff this otlie to 
them in ffonne and manner folowyng : — 


New-comer* *hall 


De ffuhlitate fad aula. “ This here ye, Alderman : — I shall 
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trewe man be to god almighty, to oure lady Seynt mary, and to 
that holy Yirgyn and martir Seynt Kateryn, in whos honoure 
and worshippe this Gilde is ffounded ; and shal be obedyent to 
the Alderman of this Gilde, and to his successoures, and come 
to hym and to his Bredern whan I haue warnyng, and not 
absente my-selffe withoute cause resonable. I shalbe redy at 
scott and lotte, and all my duties truly pay and doo; the ordyn- 
auncis,constituciouns,and rules, w* the Councell off the same Gilde, 
kepe, obeye, and performe, and to my power maynteyn, to my 
lyuys ende ; so helpe me god and holydome, and by this boke : ” — 
And then kys the Boke, and be louynglye receyued w* all the 
Bredern ; and then drynke aboute ; and, affter that, departe for 
that nyghte. 

De maneloquio. Item, it is ordeyned and stablyshed for euer, 
that euery yere, on Seynt Leonardes daye, or ells the Sonday 
next affter, the Aldermann and his Brederne shall assemble and 
mete in the Chapell of Seynt Katryn, at oone affter noone, and 
there haue their yerelye speche, and prouyde and ordeyn for the 
worshippe, profite, and all thynges necessarye at that tyme for the' 
welfare off the same Gildye ; at which tyme noo Broder shalbe 
absente vAoute a lawffull excuse, vppoun payn off j .li. off wax. 

De generali convivio. Also it is ordeyned, that vpoun the Son- 
day next affter Seynt Kateryne-is day most commenly to be hadde, 
the seid Alderman and his Brederne and Susters shall come to 
their Gilde-Halle togedre, when the more Belle at Powles Chirch 
is knelled ; and theyr dyne togedre, and take such as shall 
be there prouyded by the Stuarde off the Gilde ffor the tyme 
beyng. Att the which dyner, a man and his Wyff shall pay iiij.A, 
and eny other single persone, — both preste, man, and woman, — 
shall paye ij .d. And what persone be absente ffrom the seyd 
dyner, wWtc a resonable excuse, shall paie a li. wax, and for 
his dyner besyde, yff he hadde lawffull warnyng to be ther. 


take an oath of 
fealty to God, 
Saints Mary and 
Katherine, and 
the gild ; 


and shall also 
swear to pay scot 
and bear lot ; and 
to keep the 
ordinances of the 
gild. 


Then they shall be 
lovingly received ; 
drink a bout ; and 
so go home. 


A meeting shall 
be held at 1 p.m. 
on St. Leonard’s 
day, or the next 
Sunday, to deal 
with the affairs of 
the gild. 


There shall be a 
grand dinner in 
the gild-hall once 
a-year. 


De compolo faciendo. Also it is ordeyned, that anone, affter Anon, afterdinner, 
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Peali of bel i *1 iaJ) 
lie run* at and 
n'Ur ib- prayer* 
i r the % id* rf the 
dead ; and the 
riiuc*r* dm 11 liave 
tread, cheese, and 
ale. 


t lie d\ner is doonr, entry olde olliccr shall conic ynne Ik* fore 
llic Alderman mul the Clorko, and tluT make a dewe aecompte 
nforc llicMii nil pix-sento, tilery olliccr of Mich ns perto) netli 
to hU otlh'c ; ii ml noon olliccr nhsente hyin-sclIV, vppoun jmyne 
olYj./i. N\ii\, to Ik' paithl w^outc pardoun. 

1 ) t ot/i'io non rdi nquendo. Also it is ordeyned, that noo 
Broder of this Gildc shall refuse, at any tyine, any Oflicc per- 
teyning to the scid Gildc, whan lie is chosenc therto vppoun the 
Host dayc which is the elecciou dayc, vppoun payn of j .li. 
wax. 

De ad/ni^donc fmtrnm . Also it is ordeyned, that noo maim 
lie persoun slmlbe admitted unto this Gildc but if a bee founde 
of goode name and fame, of good conuersacon, and boneste in 
bis demeano r , and of goode rule ; and shall paie for his entry 
into the Gildc vi viij.c/. , to be paidd in iiij. yore alitor the Hirst 
vere, cilery yore xx.d.; and every ycrc after the Hirst yerc, to payc 
for the liiayntenyng off the wax and lights, iiij.c/. a maun and his 
WyfT, and every soole person, preostc and otlier, ij.J. 

De fjenerali obit. Also it is ordeyned, that the same dayc 
whan the generall flestc is holden, at alitor noone, in the seid 
cliirch ofT Seynt Poulcs, shalhe doone and said a placebo and 
dirige for all the sowles of the Bredern and Snsters that hen 
paste in this Gildc ; and tlier to ryng iij. pecles ; masse of 
Requiem on the next morowe, w fc as many pceles. Att the which 
masse, the Alderman off the Gilde, or his depute, shall ofTre ij .d. 
And at the said dirige, the Stuarde off the Gilde shall see that 
they that seye the seid dirige shallniue hrede, chese, and dryncke; 
and tlic rvngcrs also : and he shall gylF the Clerke, for his rynging, 
ij .d. ; and tlie Bcllmann, for goyng aboutc the toun, j .d. } and 
hrede, chese, and dryncke. 


Senior an<i De sneciali obit. Also it is ordevned, that when any Broder or 

rin^n^ the . . 

death of giidamen. Suster of this Gildc is deccsscd outc off this worlde, then, withyn 
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the xxx. clayes of that Broder or Suster, in the Chirch of Seynt 
Poules, y e Steward of this Gilde shall doo Rynge forhym, and do 
to say a placebo and dirige, w t a masse on ye morowe of Requiem, 
as y e commoun use is. Att the which masse, the Alderman of 
y e Gilde, or his depute, shall offre ij.cZ. for the same soule ; and to 
y e Clerke, for Rynging, ij .d . ; and to the Belman, for goyng aboute 
y e Towr *, j d. The seid dirige to be holden on y e ffryday and it 
may be, and the masse on the morowe. All this to be doon on 
y e Coste and charge of the seid Gylde. 

Note. — This is one of the cases in which the internal evidence 
shows that the substance of the ordinances is older than the date 
given. At the outset they are spoken of as “ ordinaunces, actes, and 
statutes, made, and of ancient tyme assigned and ordeyned, by the 
flounders of the gylde,” — and as being “nowe renewed and afFermed.” 
The original ordinances were probably in Latin; and I have no doubt 
that what we here have, are the early translation of a lost original, 
with some later additions and alterations. 

Two things are of special interest in these ordinances. One of these 
is the speech of the Alderman to new-comers, with the oath of fealty 
that follows. The latter carries the student of English history back 
to the twelfth century. It belongs to the time, often so much distorted 
in what passes by the much abused name of “ History,” when men 
entered into mutual bonds together, neither of them thinking of sacri- 
ficing his own independence, but each aware that the bond was one 
for mutual help. The spirit of this will best be shown by quoting the 
words of the elder Glanville; who, writing in the time of Henry II., 
says : — “ Mutua quidem debet esse dominii et homagii fidelitatis con- 
nexio ; ita quod, quantum homo debet domino ex homagio, tantum 
illi debet dominus ex dominio, praeter solam reverentiam.”* 

The other thing which is of special, if indeed it is not of unique, 
interest in these ordinances, is contained in the last two of them ; both 
of which order ringing, and the former of them the ringing of i€ peeles,” 
in memory of the dead. This does not mean, in either case, what is 

* Glanville, De Lcgibus, lib. ix. cap. 4. Odd mistakes have been made, 
through some, even well informed, writers not being aware that there were 
two Glanvilles, both lawyers, and both of high authority. The elder was 
Chief Justiciary in the time of Henry the Second. The later prepared 
some most valuable and interesting Reports of Cases examined and adjudged 
on by the “ Committee of Privileges and Elections” (II. of C.), of which he 
was Chairman, in 21 and 22 James I., as to the Common Law rights of Par- 
liamentary franchise, &c. This work ought to be better known than it is. 


* (sic.) 
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known as the “ Pacing B#ll." I have not met with any Mich order or 
ciMum in the ordinances of any other gild of so early a date. After 
the Reformation, peaks of bells sometimes took the place of the obits 
nml other services by which bretheren and benefactors were, in the 
older time, kept before the gild in hallowed memory. Illustrations of 
commemoration by the ringing of “peals,” will be found on a later 
page, in the ordinances of the gild of Ringers of Bristol.* 

The former of the two parts of these ordinances thus specially 
named. I believe to be of very much older date than the a.d. 1494 of 
the preamble ; while the clauses as to the “ pecles,” “ the ringers,” 
nnd “doo rvngc for hyin,” seem to have been added not far from 
when, perhaps when, these ordinances, “of auntient tyine assigned and 
ordeyned,” were “ renewed and aflermeri ” in that year. Attention has 
been several times called to a state of things nearly like that here found, 
in ordinances recorded as in use by a gild at a given time. For the 
study of the ordinances of the old gilds to be historically true, and 
really instructive, the fact must never be lost sight of, that all parts of 
them were not necessarily, and often can be shown not to have been, 
made at the same time, still less at the date found recorded on the MS. 
itself. But they must have been of that date, or earlier . 


Bull-running in Stamford. 


The GiUl of Si. 
Martin hnvetery 
jeair a bull; hut ts 
i\ : tell* It ; and 
then feavlA. 


The old custom 
of the Kild wav 
kef t up In the 
aev enu-emli 
century. 


[Among the Returns made from gilds in 1389, there are four 
from Stamford. But the ordinances contained in all these are 
short, and of very much less interest than those of the Gild of 
St. Katherine. A part of one of them is, however, wortli put- 
ting on record. In the Return made by the Gild of St. Martin, 
it is stated that, on the feast of St. Martin (nth November), 
this gild, by custom beyond reach of memory, has a bull ; 
which bull is hunted [not baitect] by dogs, and then sold; where- 
upon the bretheren and sisteren sit down to feast. Some light 
is thrown on this strange custom by what is said in Strutt’s 
“Sports and Pastimes” (Book III. eh. 7, § xvii.), as to “Bull- 
running at Stamford.” This gild is not there named ; but the 
day, and the description of the bull-running, seem to show that 
what was kept up in 1646 was the relic of what was stated, in 
1 389, to have been the custom of this gild from time beyond 
reach of memory.] 


* In the Promptorium Par^ulorum , we find “ A-pele of belle ryngynge 
(a pele of Beilis). ” See Mr. Way’s edition, p. 13. 


193 


IX. 

LUDLOW. 

Gild of the Palmers.* 

rphe names are given of twenty-seven men, described as 
Burgesses of Ludlow, who appear to have founded and en- 
dowed this gild. It is then stated that a number of men and 
women, who seem to have since joined the gild, met in the 
church of St. Lawrence, on the morrow of Pentecost, a.d. 1284, 
and agreed that the gild should be called the “ Gild of the 
Palmers.” It was also then ordered that three chaplains should 
celebrate three services ; one for the living, another for the 
dead, and the third in honour of the Holy Cross. It was after- 
wards (as a distinct thing) agreed that the following should be 
the ordinances of the gild : — t 

When it happens that any of the bretlieren or sisteren of the 
gild shall have been brought to such want, through theft, fire, 
shipwreck, fall of a house, or any other mishap, that they have 
not enough to live on ; then once, twice, and thrice, but not a 
fourth time, as much help shall be given to them, out of the 
goods of the gild, as the Hector and Stewards, having regard to 
the deserts of each, and to the means of the gild, shall order ; so 
that whoever bears the name of this gild, shall be up-raised 
again, through the ordinances, goods, and help of his bretheren. 

If it befall that any brother or sister be cast into prison within 
the kingdom of England, or that a man or his goods be in any 

* CCCYIII. 136, 137. Condition, very bad. Latin. 

+ See the note to the last clause of this Return. 


The founders, and 
others of the gild, 
held a meeting, in 
a.d. 1234. 


They agreed on a 
name; provided 
for services ; and 
made these or- 
dinances. 


Help shall be 
given in case of 
theft, fire, ship- 
wreck, &c. 


To be one of this 
gild, shall be an 
assurance of help 
in trouble. 


If man or goods 
are wrongfully 
taken, no pains 
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l< »*•!• * tO 

f?W W . 


a^- 4 it tW - *t of 
I - * I. if «■.»•• 


In ci** ••* • -V. 

• p *4 Mil 1* 

p'^« uJi »*4I 
A£» n. 


In « i*» a/ Incur- 
A l« d**- <\lcr. )»dp 
*1iaII »nli 

mn ep*u tmud. 


I>owr** »j.A f l !•« 

c*'*»i tor*ri« A*»out 
c-uber U» irnirTr or 
to p> Into a reli- 
p>u » boil**. 


S*nic« for the 
dea I *)ull be 
Attended. 

No k! ^t* nor 
spn:<** Allowed to 
I< calk*! up 
A<nifehU In Lud- 

low. 

Such thii c« are a 
fccandal to the 
Church. 


Women »h&Jl not 
keep iii« 1 ii~ 
watches. 


C.UA) Of Till IMMIKRS, 

way unrightlv judged (which C*otl forbid), our Iicctor and 
Stewards .shall, without delay, umj every means in their power to 
gt t him and his goods freed. This they shall do at his own cost, 
if he can hear the charge ; hut, if he has not enough, the common 
fund of the gild shall he taken in aid, so as to enable them 
faithfully and happily to do what ought to be done under this 
ordinance. 

If any of our poorer brethcren or sisteren fall into grievous 
sickness, they shall he helped, both as to their bodily needs and 
other wants, out of the common fund of the gild, until their 
health is renewed as it was before. But if any one becomes a 
hper, or blind, or maimed in limb, or smitten with any other 
incurable disorder (which God forbid), we wish that the goods 
of the gild shall be largely bestowed on him. 

If any good girl of the gild, of marriageable age, cannot have 
the means found by her father, either to go into a religious bouse 
or to marry, whichever she wishes to do ; friendly nnd right help 
shall be given her, out of our means and our common chest, 
towards enabling her to do whichever of the two she wishes. 

Services for the dead shall be duly attended by all the brethcren 
and sisteren. 

If any man wishes, as is common, to keep night-watches with 
the dead, this will be allowed, on the condition that he neither 
calls up ghosts, nor makes any mockeries of the body or its good 
name, nor does any other scandal of the kind ; lest, by such 
scandals, the discipline of the church may be brought into con- 
tempt, and the great judge may be provoked to heavier ven- 
geance, who ought rather, by reason of the sins of the people, to 
be asked for love and mercy. And never shall any woman, 
unless of the household of the dead, keep such a night-watch.* 

* The beginning of this ordinance wall hardly be thought true unless 

the original is given. This is as follows: — 41 Si vero masculus quisquam 
voluerit, ut est moris, ejusdein defuncti vel defuncte nocturnis vigiliis 
intcresse, hoc fieri permittatur, durntamen nec monstra larvarum in- 
ducere, nec corporis vel fame sue ludibria, nec ludos alios inhonestos, 
presumat aliqualiter attemptare.” These remarkable words imply two 
things; first, that ghosts and other sprites can be called up after death ; 
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Five or seven men of the gild shall, every year, choose a 
Rector and Stewards of the gild, who shall manage its affairs. 

The common seal of the gild is put to these ordinances. 

Which ordinances, and also divers rents in Ludlow, granted 
before the passing of the statute as to not putting lands or tene- 
ments into mortmain,* the Lord Edward, lately king of England, 
grandfather of the now king, confirmed by his letters patent. 

Then follow copies of (i) Letters Patent, dated at Kenylworth, 
November 17, 3 E. III., confirming all that the gild has done, and 
speaking of it as a gild of old time, and recognizing its common 
seal; (2) Letters Patent, dated at Kenylworth, November 18, 
3 E. III., giving license in mortmain for lands to the amount of 
£20 a year; (3) Letters Patent, dated at Westminster, June 20, 
18 E. III., giving a further license in mortmain; (4) Letters 

sccondy that this may be hindered by the strength of human law, — which 
this gild-ordinance, in so far, of course has. Those familiar with our Old 
Northern literature, will be well aware how often the forms of the dead 
were believed to be seen on earth again. And there is an instance, in the 
old Sagas, where not only did shade after shade revisit the pale glimpses 
of the moon, to the long and fearful disquiet of a neighbourhood, but where 
their often-comings could only be stopped by formal process at law ; by 
the use of which they were, however, at last driven away. The strange 
tale of what once befel at Froda in Iceland, will be found in the Eyrlyggia - 
Saga , cap. 53-56 (ed. Havnia, 1787, pp. 270-280). [Sir Walter Scott 
gave an abstract of this Saga at the end of Weber and Jamieson's lllus - 
trations of Northern Antiquities (1814).] The date of that Saga is not 
more than about twenty years (1264) earlier than that of this Ordinance 
(1284). Far apart as are Iceland and Ludlow, I know of nothing so 
closely illustrative of the above ordinance as is the strange tale thus told 
in the Eyrhyggia-Saga . 

* This statute was the “ Statute of Mortmain/' passed 7 Edward I., A.D. 
1279. The foregoing ordinances were made in 1284. It follows, that the 
foundation and endowment of the gild were some years older ; and that 
these ordinances, though themselves of such high antiquity, were a revisal 
of still earlier ordinances. The Letters Patent of 3 Edward III. show that 
this was so, for they speak of the gild as existing “ab antiquo.” The open- 
ing clause of this Return itself shows that the gild was one that had then 
already much increased ; for, after naming the founders, it is added : — 
“ Yo'catis, ad hoc, viris et mulieribus qui dejure fuerant evocandi.” The 
gild probably was only called by a saint’s name before 1284, as the 
order was then made that it should be called the “ Gild of the Palmers." 


The rector and 
stewards of the 
gild shall be 
chosen by picked 
men. 

The common seal 
of the gild. 
Endowments 
made before a.d. 
1279, confirmed. 


Letters Patent, 
copies of which 
are given on the 
return. 


(ain or Tin; r.\ runts, 


hh; 


Patent, dated at Westminster, April 20, 31 E. III., giving a 
further I i reuse in mortmain; nml (3) Letters Patent, dated at 
Wt stminstt r, February 6, 1 H. 1 1 ., reciting the first of the Letters 
Patent lure named, and confirming them. 

[The foregoing ordinances were put into this shape more 
than two hundred and fifty years before the time of the iniqui- 
tous plunder of English gilds in the reign of Edward VI.; and 
it has been already seen that the gilds often made, from time to 
time, additions to their ordinances, so as to enlarge their own use- 
fulness. It will therefore be interesting to add here the state- 
ment made, as to this old Gild of the Palmers of Ludlow, by the 
Commissioners who were appointed a.d. 1546, to report upon 
the gilds and other then existing bodies whose property was 
about to be given up to plunder, in order to satisfy the rapacious 
cravings of hungry Court parasites.* All these reports were of 
course made as unfavourable as possible to the gilds, so as to 
gloss over, as well as could be done, the iniquity of the whole 
affair ; but it will be seen that this Gild of the Palmers had, 
among other things, established a school, with (for that time) 
a well-salaried schoolmaster. I give the full title of the report, 
as it helps not only to explain the matters reported on as to this 
gild, but to illustrate the disgraceful history of the statutory 
plunder and death of English gilds : — ] 

Report of tiie Commissioners of 37 Henry VIII. as to 
the Gild of the Palmers of Ludlow. f 

The Coun tea of Salop , wytli the Towne of Salop , [and] Staff [ord] . 

Thinp to b* re- Heraftcr ensuetli a brefe Certificat or Declaracon of all such 

ported upon. 

and so many Chauntreys, Ilospitalles, Collcdges, ffrecliapelles, 
ffraternyties, Brotherhedes, Guyldes, and Stypendary preestes, 
liavyng perpetuytic for euer, as ben wythin the sayd Counties of 
Salop and Staff, and the Towne of Salop ; and to what intentes, 
purposes, and d cades of Charite the same were {founded, ordeyned, 
and made. And how the Pievenue3 and proffuytes of the posses- 

* The particulars of this iniquitous affair will be found stated in the 
Introduction. 

+ Certificates of Colleges, Salop and Stafford ; No. 40. (In the Public 
Becord Office.) 


LUDLOW. 


197 


sioncs of the same ben vsed, expendyd, and imployd ; and 
whych of them ben parysh Churches, or how nyght' set to the 
parysh Church w th in whych parysh they ben set ; wyth a bref 
Reaport of the value of all the landes and possessiones now 
belongyng, or that dyd belong, to the same, any tyme sythence 
the iiij* 11 daye of februare in the xxxvij 1 ' 1 yere of the kinges 
most noble Regne ; wyth the yercly Resolutcs and deduccions 
goyng out of the same. And how many such the sayd promo- 
cions have ben dyssolued, purchaced, or by any other meane 
opteynyd, by any person or persones, the kinges Maiestie sub- 
iectes, of y er owne auctoritie, wythout hys highnes special 
lycence ; wyth the yerely value therof, and the Resolutes and 
deducions goyng owt of the same. And what goodes, catalles, 
Jewels, plate, ornamentes, or other stuff, do merely belong or 
apperteyne to all the sayd promocions. Whych certyfycat or 
declaracon is made by y e Reuerend ffather in god Richard 
Bysshop of Coventrey and Lych., S r Phylyp Draycot knyght, 
Edward Lyttleton Squyer, Anthony Borchier gent., and Wyll a m 
Sheldon gent., theyrunto amongest other thynges appoynted by 
the kinges Maiesties Comyssyon, vnder hys Highnes gret Seale 
of Inglond, to them or thre of them dyrected, datyd at Westm r , 
the xiiij th daye of ffebruary in the xxxvij th yere of hys most noble 
Regn ; as by diuerse bookes and Quayres towchyng the premysses 
whervpon tliys bref Declaracon is made and compiled, more playnely 
and at large is conteyned. And as hereafter brefly foloweth : — 

That is to saye : — 

[Among others] 

The Towne of Ludlow. 

The Palmeres Guyld w th in the paryshe Churche of Saynt 
Laurence. 

ffounded by the most valiant and victorius kinge, of ffamus 
memorie, kinge Edward, graundfather to Richard the second,* 

* This is a mistake. The gild was founded, as has been shown above, at 
least as early as the time of Edward I. And it was not founded by any king, 
but by the independent self-help of the good folks of Ludlow. These Ccrtifi • 
cates are valuable as recording the evidence of hostile witnesses as to 
the condition of the gilds at the time they were made ; but they arc 
utterly worthless for any historical statements which they contain as to the 


• (sic.) 


Names of the 
Commissioners. 


Alleged founda- 
tion of the gild. 


Cill.t) (>! Till- rAl.MI.K5, 


1‘kS 
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And nftcrwnrd nftemrnted* by Richard the second, and also by 
now o T moM soucrnynt lorde king Henry the viij 1 * 1 , to and for 
the fnidymle of a warden, vij 5 preestes, iiij or singyng men, twoo 
Deaeones, syx Queristeres, to sing diuinc service w tl in t lie ]mryshe 
Church of saynt Laurence. And also for the meyntenaunce of 
a Seolcmaster of Granier, and xxxij. pore Alines people. 

The Revenue; ben yerly iniployed for: — 

The Salaries, Slipendes, or flees of the predicted 
persons, w lh otherOfiiccrs, nccordyng to ther seuc- 
rall assingmentes; viz., to the sayd vij. preestes, 
xxxviij./i. xiij,s\iiij.(/. ; twoo singing men, parcelle 
of iiij or , after the flundncion,vj7i.xiij,$.iiij.r/.; twoo 
Deaeones, xl.s. viij.c/. ; vj. qucrcstercs, xxxiiij.s. ; 
the seolcmaster of gramer, x.li . ; The pore Aimes 
people, xxvij.s. ; toonew ch ringith the Aimes bell, 
ij .$.] the porter of the sayd Guild, xliiij.s. iiij.rf. 

In all, by yere, lxij.Z?. xiiij,.?. viij.rf. 

Diuerse Obbettes, xiiij./A v.s. vj.c/. ; lialoyd bred, 
xij.s. iij.(/.; diuerse lightes,xxviij. s. ; money geven 
to pore people, viij.s. The Reward to the 

warden, ouerscer of y° workes and reparacions, 
xlvj.s. viij.c/. ; The Collccto 1 * of the possessioncs, 
c.s. In all, by yere, xxiiij.//. vij. <7. 

Rentes Resolutes, ix./i. xj .s. v.cZ. ob. 

Dccaycs, and defautesj xix h xix><f {V d ^ 
of Rentes, J 

Whatsoeucrremayneth, 
tobehestowed in Re- 
paracions and other 
expcnces and char- 
ges, at thediscrescon 
of the warden for the 
tyme being, 

Buty e Rcparacions(thcrevcnuc 3 of the premisses 
lieng for y° gretest part in liowses) do yerly mych 
exccd tliis sume, as they afferm. 


cxxij./f.vij.*. 
xj .d. ob. 


vj .li. xxiij.t/. ob. 


foundation of any gild. These are generally wrong. This will be strikingly 
seen in the case of the Gild of the Holy Cross of Birmingham. 

* So in the original ; but clearly a mistake for “ augmented.” 
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The sayd Guyld is wytliin tlie parysh church of saynt Lau- 
rence, w tb in w ch paryshe ben m.d.CCC housling peple, or ther- 
aboutes : but y e Ministers of the Guyld be not chardgeable 
towardes the Cure. 

The possessiones of the Guyld, wyth the decayes, ben yerly 
valued at cxxij./j. vij.s. xj.cf. ob. 

Wherof in 

The ffee of a Collecto r c.s. 

Rentes Resolutes, 9 

, l-ix./f. xj.s. \.d. ob. 

by yere, J J 

Decayes and de - 1 . , 

J txix.«.xix.s.iij.«.oo. 

fautes of Rentes J 


xxxiiij.fi. x.s. ix.d. 


XX 

And so Rem., by yere, iiij.vij.fi.* xvij.s. ij.cf. ob. 

And the Mansion bowse, wherin the said Ministers do dwell, 
w tJl the Almeshouse w c b the foresayd pore people doo inhabit, 
w th the appurtenaunces, is worth by yere, to be letten, xx.s., — 
before not valued. 


Plate 


XX 

Gylt, iiij.xiij.02. iij.g". 

* Parcel-gylt, . . . . lvj.02. j. q r . di. 
Whyte, xxxij.02. 


XX 

c.iiij.ij.02. di. q r . 


Certen other plate, being set and fastened to tre, glas, and stone, 
and other goodes or ornamentes, w th diuerse vtensylles, appere 
in an Inventory redy to be shewed, — not valued.t 


* This figure, and those in same style which follow it, are here printed 
as they are written. The <c xx ” above the first Eoman figures means a 
score. Thus we get four score and seven, =87 ; four score and thirteen, = 
93 ; one hundred, four score, and two, = 182. 

+ I have printed this report as above for the sake of clearness. In the 
original, while every word and figure will be found as here given, it is 
written in the bracketted manner which long remained in fashion ; and of 
which I can cite no better example than the Synopses” that are found 
in the original edition of Burton’s “Anatomy of Melancholy.’' 


1800 people in 
this parish par- 
take of the Lord’s 
Supper. 


The income of the 
gild, and the 
charges thereon j 


besides the Man- 
sion-house and 
Alms-houses. 


Plate belonging 
to the gild. 
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X. 

WORCESTER. 

(a) Gild of St. Nicholas. 

[While both the Writs sent out to the Sheriff of Worcester- 
shire still remain in the Public Record Office, as they were sent 
up to the Chancery by Sheriff Barewclle in the first days of 
a. d. 1389,* not one of the Returns which must have been sent 
up from Worcestershire, within a few days afterwards, is to be 
found in any of the bundles of those Returns that now remain. 
And it is a remarkable illustration of the success which (not- 
withstanding several phrases of moralists) high-handed and un- 
scrupulous force so often has in killing out even the traditions 
of freedom and free institutions, that the historian of the city 
of Worcester does not seem to have been so much as aware of 
the existence, in that ancient and famous city, of any old gild 
whatever. t That such gilds existed there, as elsewhere, can- 
not be doubted : and a few years ago the original matrix of 
a seal was found, which throws some light upon the subject. + 

* See before, pp. 131, 132. 

+ In Green’s History of Worcester, a list is given of certain "Mysteries, 
Crafts, Trades, and Companies, incorporated at Worcester but all of 
them are modern, as compared with the sense in which the early English 
gilds are treated of in this book. It is, however, certain that there were 
several old craft-gilds in that city. See article xxij. of the Ordinances of 
Worcester, in Part III. of this volume. 

t I am indebted to the Town Clerk of Worcester for an impression 
taken from this seal. To the same gentleman, and to the Corporation 
of Worcester through his courteous means, I am indebted for being able 
to give, in this volume, not only the particulars of the Carpenters’ Gild 
which presently follows, but the highly interesting "Ordinances of Wor- 
cester'’ which will be found in Part III. of this volume, and the account 
of other documents there also given. 
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Though found far away from Worcester, in the distant shire of 
Hertford, it was found in so fine a state of preservation that no 
doubt can exist as to its true home. In shape it is oval, 
pointed at the two ends of the longest diameter. It bears, 
as its main charge, the figure of what must be taken to be 
St. Nicholas, bearing a pastoral staff, under a canopy of Gothic 
architecture. Below is a kneeling figure. Around the seal is 
the following legend : — 

S151U11 : coe* : fci’ : mclu : Lbi^orn’ 

that is, “The seal of the Gild of Saint Nicholas, Worcester.”* 
In the absence of any return from such a gild among what 
were sent up in a.d. 1389, and in the absence of any mention 
of such a gild by the historian of Worcester, I have searched 
the original records of the reports made, in the times of Henry 
VIII. and Edward VI., by the King’s Commissioners ; and the 
interesting facts contained in the two separate extracts that 
follow, are the result. These reports show that this Gild of 
St. N icholas + was an important one, though all trace or tradition 
of it has now died out : — ] 

* A wood-cut of this seal will be found on p 207. It is curious that, 
while there is the proper contraction mark over the “u” in “sigillum,” 
there is no contraction mark where it ought to be in any of the other 
words: only a general one at the end of the second, third, and fifth. 
The second word, which is the contracted form for “comune,” must be 
read here as a noun, and not as an adjective. In the Latin ordinances, 
the word “comuna” is often used for “ gild.” 

+ AVhen a gild was either the single one, or the most important, in a 
place or parish, it was usually called by the name of that place or parish, 
although, as in this case, it had a special dedication or patron saint. 
Several examples of this will be found in both the first and second parts of 
this volume. See, for instance, pp. 114, 119, 172, 185, &c. &c. Though 
there were several gilds in Cambridge, the one first given in these pages 
bears the title, indorsed on the original Return, of “ Gild of Cambridge.” 
See also the cases of Stratford-upon-Avon and Birmingham. 
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Tbift^n to h# r# 
pon^d upon. 


Property of the 
gild, 


an d how the 
Income U §j>ent. 


Falary of the 
schoolmaster. 


(l) 11 l*.l*0 RT OK Til K COMMISSIONERS OK 37 HENRY VIII., AS 

to tin: Gn.n ok St. Nicholas.* 

The Count'/ of Worcester. 

A breif declaracoun of nllc and singler the late Collenges, 
Clmunterics, fl’roc chappelles, (fraternities, brotherhoodcs, and 
Guvldes, with other lyke promocouus within tlic said Countic, 
gvven to the kynges Maiestie by Acte of parlcamcnt lately in that 
behalf pronided ; with y° Nainys of the Incumbcntes, Maisters, 
Gouernors, and other Mynystcrs, with there yerely stvpendcs 
or wagys, the Tenth deducted : with alle Scoolemasters, Prcehers, 
and bedmen, havying any yerely relyef out of the premisses, as 
‘hereafter doth ensue. 

viz. : — 

[Among others] 

Tin: Cytie ok Worcester. 

The Parishe of saynt Nicholas. 

The Guyld of the holy Trynyte within the said parishe and 
Cytie. 

Mcmorand : there is a house called the Trynitie halle, with 
certen landcs and tenementes belongyng to the said Guylde, to 
the clere yerely value of xiij.ft. xvij.s. x.d.; whych hath byn 
always employed, as hit was presented before the kynges 
Maiestyes Commyssioners there, to the mayntcnaunce of one 
scolemastcr ther, to tcche freely gramer, vj./i. xiij.s. iiij.<Z.; 
And to diuers pore people, inhabyting in xxiiij. cotages or 
Alms houses adioynyng to the Trynite hall there, cvij.s. iiij.t/. 
as aforesaid. And so remaiyncth of the said some but 
xxxvij.s. ij.c/. ; w c, ‘ some, the presenters did afferme to be not 
sufficient for the yerely repayryng of the said halle, cotages, and 
Almcshouscs. 

Memorand, that John Olyver, Clerk e, is now scolemastcr 
there, and hath yerely tenn markes for his wagis. 

* Certificates of Colleges, Worcester, No. 61. (In the Public Record 
Office.) 
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[At the side of the foregoing is written, in the original, but in 
a different hand, the following note : — ] 

Continuatur quousque the pore : for the Sehole may cease, 
for ther is one other in the towne, of the kinges fundacoun; and 
this is no Sehole of any purpos, as it is credebly saide.* 


(2) Report of the Commissioners of 2 Edward VI., as 
to the Gild of St. Nicholas. + 

The Countie of Worcettour . 

The Certyfycath of the Suruey of alle the late Collagys, 
Chauntryes, ffree chappelles, ffraternityes, brotherdes, and 
Guyldes, with the valewe of all the landcs and tenementes 
belongyng to the same ; and also of alle the landes gyven for 
the fynding of any stipendary priste, or for the mayntenaunce of 
any Obyttes, lyghtes, and lampes, Now in y e kinges Maiesties 
handes by the late acte of parliament ; with the names of the 
townes and parishes, Maisters, gouernours, Incuinbentes, and 
such other persons, whose lyuynges the kynges Maiestie is 
entutled vnto by y e said late acte bering date the xiiij tl1 daye of 
ffebruary Anno Regni nuper Regis henrici octaui xxxvij 0 ; with 
the yerely deduccouns gyven out of any the premisses for the 
mayntennee 1 of any scole, or Relyf of the pore, within the said 

* This was thus put in order to gloss over the intended seizure of the 
property of this gild. The school founded by Henry VIII. out of some 
fragments of the previous ecclesiastical plunder, was one for forty scholars 
only (see Green’s Worcester, vol. ii. p. 81). But the school of the Gild of 
St. Nicholas taught more than a hundred scholars, as will be seen by the 
record next quoted. And the fact that, so many years after the foundation 
of Henry VJII.’s school, the gild school was so largely attended, is the 
best proof how untrue was the statement that the latter was u no sehole 
of any purpos.” But the teaching of the youth of Worcester was of course 
a matter of too small importance to be allowed to interfere with the 
designs of those needy men who were bent on seizing the property of the 
gilds to their ow r n uses. And, though delayed for a short time, the plunder 
of this gild seems to have been entire. So far as I can learn, not a trace 
or tradition of this great school of the Gild of St. Nicholas has remained. 

+ Certificates of Colleges, Worcester, No. Co. (In the Public Record 
Office.) 


Continue doles to 
the poor ; but 
shut up the 
school. 


Things to be re- 
ported upon. 


1 (sic.) 
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N UDM ! 1*** 

i - 


Tlx* name* of alto 
U' T wm* ai»<! 

I *amJie», A c. 

Tl.« name* of alle 
lb* Colkspes, Ac. 


Tlx* name* of alio 
Incuml—M-r*. 
r*^ lari .* their 
ac*v k*rmnc. 
an>l quah (mm. 

The > early v*lewo 
r f alio the lamic* 
U1 • to (bo 
Mid ( olle^ea 
and nilicre (he 
Mkl j n»uiocoutu, 
*ith the \enly 
rrj nx**, bnde« 
aolde. and the 
ck nr* \ erdy 
valcwe. 


Tlx* vale we of alle 
the jrfX'flfcS Iuells, 

I late, Ac. 

The Some* of 
nvney jf.rely 
jr> v rn out of (he 
prc*n>§x*5i for the 
mayutenaunce of 
any precliers, 
acolc- masters, or 
for the rdyf of (ho 
poore. 


shen'; by wrtuo of (lie kuigcs highnes Comyssioii, beryng date 
the xiiij dn\e of flebninry, in \<* nceonde ycrc of y« rcigne of o r 
mosto tlrontlo Mwernigne Ionic Kdwnrdc the sixth, by the grace 
tt{ god of Knglnmlo, tlraiice, ami lrelomle kyng, dcfcmlo r of the 
fa v ill. ami in earth of the ehurche of Euglande ami lrelomle 
supreme hedd, to Sir John Pnkynton knygbt, Sir Robert Acton 
kin ght, John Skewdaimmr Es<piyer, William Sheldon Esquyer, 
CJeorge Willoughby, William Grcne, Willyam Crouclic, and John 
llowrnc, directed.* 

[Among otliers] 

The paryslie of seynt Nicholas, within the Citie of Worcetto r ; 
wlicrin be, of houselyng people, the nomber of six hundretli. 

The Guylde or fraternytie of tlie Trynytie, in the paryshe of 
Saynt Nicholas aforesaid. 

John Olyuer, bachelor of arte, Incumbent there; of the age 
of thyrtie yercs, welle learnyd, and of honest-c conuersaeoun. 

The ycrely valcwc of alle the lamles and 
tenementes belongyug to y° said 
guylde, as apperythe by the parti- 
euler of the same, 

Whereof, — 

In repryses yerely owt of the same, .... xxvj.s. vj.cZ. 

Landes soldo, None. 

And so rem 11 . elere, xij.fr. xj.s. j.tf. 

Plate, xviij. ounz. 

Goodes, presid at . . xj A*. 

Preehers, None. 

A Scoole, as in the Memorand. vnder-wrytten apperyth. 

To the poore, owt of the elere yerely 1 

, l evij.s. iiij.cZ. 

valewc, ( J J 


” xiij./i. xvij.s. vij.cL 


Memorand: hit was presented by John Callowe, Maistcr of 

* The original of what follows is arranged in several columns, with 
a heading to each, which is repeated on every page. To save space, I 
have here put the contents of each column in a separate paragraph, and 
have put in tlie margin as much of the original heading to each column 
as is enough to explain its purpose. 
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the said Guylde, Thomas Wylde and Richarde Dedycote, 
baylyfes of the said Citie, Robert Yowlle, alderman of the same 
Citie, Thomas Parton, citezen, Thomas Johnson and Richard 
Hasylcocke, Stewardes or Wardens of the said Guylde, that 
there hath byn, tyme owt of mynde, a ffree scole kept within 
the said Citie, in a grete halle belongyng to the said Guylde, 
called the Trynite halle ; the scolemaster wherof for the tyme 
beyng hath hade yerely, for his stypend, ten poundes ; whereof 
was paid, owt of the reveneus of the said landes, by the Master 
and Stewardes of the said Guylde for the tyme beyng, 
vj ,li. xiij.s. iiij.A; And the resydewe of the said stypend was 
collected and gathered of the deuocioun and benyuolence of the 
brothers and systers of the said Guylde. And further hit was 
presented, that, by the space of foure or fyve yeres or more last 
past, or there -aboutes, the walls of the said Citie, and one great 
stone brydge with ten Arches within the same Citie, called 
Syuerne brigge, and the said tenementes, howsis, and cotagis, 
belongyng to the said Guylde, were ruynous and in greate 
decaye. By reason wherof they loste the kepyng of the said 
Scolemaster by the said space of foure or fyve yeres or more ; 
and imployed and bestowed the said money, that dyd vse to 
fynde the said Scolemaster, to the necessary reparacouns of the 
said walles, brigges, bowses, tenementes, and cotages. And, the 
same being repayred, they, before the ffcaste of seynt Michelle 
tharchaungelle last past, prouyded and liaue founde an honest 
lernyd Scolemaster within the said halle, in lyke maner as they 
before tyme dyd ; that is to sey, one John Olyuer, bacheler of 
Arte; who hathe there, at this present tyme, a-boue the 
number off a hundred Scolers. 


Facts as to the 
free-school ; 


why it was sus- 
pended ; 


and that it was 
restored again, 
with more than 
100 scholars. 


Note. — In the Appendix to Nash’s Worcestershire, is given a copy of 
a paper which professes to be drawn up from records, copies of the 
originals of which have been here laid before the reader. In the absence 
of originals, errors are likely; but that, with those originals before 
him, any man should write the following strange travestie, is an in- 
structive example of how what is called “ History” is written. The 
Certificates of Colleges do name a Chantry of Holy Trinity; but this 
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i* quite distinct from the Gihl ; of which latter it is that this account 
pmfc^cs to ho written. And what follows is specific as to the “Trinity 
Hall," which l>olh the Reports before cited distinctly admit to have 
belonged to the Gild, and not to the Chantry.* The facts ns to the 
transmission of the Hall are probably correct. 


“Mil IIaihkdon's Account of Trinity Gyld.+ 

“The chantry [(/] of the chapel of the Holy Trinity, in the parish of 
St. Nicholas, within the city of Worcester, was founded by Richard 
Norton and others, by virtue of the king’s letters, 18 Feb. 45 15(1 w. III., 
to find a priest to sing ma-s perpetually for the soul of the founder 
Richard, and all Christian souls ; as by the same license, shewed before 
the commissioners, may appear ; and was so used. The said Gyld 
or Brotherhood was established and confirmed by King Ilcnry IV., 
1404, to the laud of God and honour of the Holy Trinity, in the 
church or chapel of the Trinity there, by bis letters patent; having 
authority by the same to stablish a certain perpetual chantry of three 
priests or chaplains, to sing mass perpetually for the said king; as by 
a copy of the said letters patent, shewed before the commissioners, may 
appear. The said service, founded partly by the bequeastc of several 

* That tho case may be wholly free from doubt, I give what is said as 
to this Chantry in the Report of 2 Edward VI. [There is a ludicrous blunder 
in the Report hereon of 37 Hen. VIII. ; which it is not worth while, how- 
ever, to take up space by correcting.] The following is the entire Report, 
in the Certificates of 2 Edward VI., touching the Chantry: — 

The Cliauntery of the Trynytie, in the said parishe, Hounded for too 
contyncwe foreuer. 

Rycharde Stone, Incumbente, of the age of fyftie six yeares, lernyd, 
and of honest conuersncoun. 

The yerely vale we of the same Chaunterie, as apperyth by the parti- 


culers therof x.li. vj.s. iiij.c/. 

Whereof, — 

In repryscs yerely owt of the same viij.s. viij c/. 

Landes soldo None. 

And so rein 11 clcre ix.Zi.xvij.s.viij.( 7 , 

Plate None. 

Goodes presid at None. 

Prechers None. 

Scoole None. 

To the poore Nil. 


f Nash’s Worcesterohire, Vol. II. App. cxxxviii. 

“ [d] Taken from the account delivered in to the king’s commissioners at 
the Dissolution.” 
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persons, partly purchased by devout persons for and towards the sus- 
tentation of one priest, not only to say mass within the said chapel, 
but also to help the parson and curate in time of need in the parish 
church, because it doth abound of houseling people. The priest is 
removable. The value of the revenues, according to the book of 
First Fruits and Tenths, is £11. 3. 7 per annum. The yearly value, 
according to the present survey, £10. 2 ; out of which are deductions. 
This chantry, with divers houses and lands, both within the city of 
Worcester and without, belonging thereto, came to the king’s hands 
by act of parliament tempore Edward VI.; which was granted by his 
majesty, 5 July 2 Edw. VI., to Sir Edward Warriner, knt., and Richard 
Catplin, gent., who in like sort granted the same, 24 Novemb. 2 Edw. 
VI., to John Keyme and Richard Keyme. 

“ Both these grants passing after through several hands, the Trinity 
Hall, with most of the lands and houses appertaining thereto, came to 
Robert Yowle, Thomas Wylde, John Rowland alias Steyner, Hugh 
Ashley, William Langley, and William Welbin. Mr Robert Yowle, 
as worthy and charitable a citizen as his time produced, surviving 
some of these feofees, gave, as far as in him lay, the Trinity Hall 
to the Weavers, Walkers, and Clothiers of the City of Worcester. 
Mr. John Rowland alias Steyner, married the daughter and heir of 
Mr. Robert Yowle; who, outliving his father-in-law Mr. Yowle, and 
all the other feoffees, Mr. Robert Rowland alias Steyner, his heir by 
Mr. Yowle’s daughter, and true heir of their bounty and hospitality 
and other good deeds, 17 Sept. 9 Jacob R. gave, to the corporation of 
Weavers, Walkers, and Clothiers of Worcester, the Trinity Hall 
which his grandfather Mr. Towle before intended, and to his power 
then performed.” 


2TI)C 
Seal of 
1 1) c ffitlt) 
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oi i.D or mi, joini i:s- and caiu'rntkks, 


OnUnancw of the 
frf* I. *• mrtilcd 

a.u nr.*. 


(l>) Ou.n or Tin: Joixr.im and CviUM NTr.ns. 

[In t lie powsMon of the Corporation of Worcester arc two 
voluinrs. containing tlic u Orders and Bylnwes made and or- 
dcyncd ” by thi* gild, or company. It is recited, in several 
places, that this was an ancient company; and more than one 
charter seems to have been granted to it. The ordinances, 
however, in the form in which they are found in these books, 
though no doubt they were taken from much older ordinances, 
and though of the same general type as the old ordinances of 
craft-gilds, arc stated to have been agreed to in the seventeenth 
century. I therefore print here no more than a kalendar of the 
substance of them, the original of which is contained in one of 
t lie two volumes. This will give a useful illustration of the 
style of ordinances which were actually in use during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and will enable suflicicnt 
comparison to be made with the older ordinances;] 

Xo. i. Penalty of 3.5. 4. < 7 . for a Freeman of the Company not 
being present at the Election antt swearing of the Master and 
Wardens, having had reasonable notice, and no just excuse for 
his absence. 

2. Penalty of 40. s. for a Freeman of the Company and assis- 
tants, chosen Master, Refuscing that office. 

3. Penalty of 20.5. for a Freeman of the Company, chosen 
a Warden, Refuseing that office. 

4. Master, within 10 Days after Election and swearing of 
another, to deliver in his Account to the Master, Wardens, and 
Assistants. And to pay the Ballance, and deliver papers, &c. to 
the new Master, under the penalty of <£5. 

5. Penalty of 20 .s., or less, for a Freeman of the Company 
misbehaving to the Master, Wardens, or Assistants. 

6. Where Companys Effects to be kept. 

7. Penalty, not exceeding £5, for makeing deceitful Work. — 
Disfranchisemt, if Penalty not within 2 months after 
assessed. 
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8. Penalty of £5 for takeing an apprentice for less than 7 
years.— How to be bound. 

9. Penalty for takeing a child, or young Man, to teach him 
the trade, without binding him apprentice. 

10. Penalty of £5 for takeing an apprentice, to sell him again 
to ano r of the same trade.* — Who may keep 2 apprentices at 
same time. — Who may keep only one. — Within what time, 
before the Expiration of such apprenticeship, the Mas r or 
M rs may take ano r apprentice. 

11. How an apprentice to be dealt with, for absenting from 
his service ; — and penalty of 40.S. by the Master for takeing such 
apprentice again, without first presenting him to the Master, 
Wardens, and Assistants. 

12. Who shall not be free of the Company for less than £20. 
— Who shall be set to work by a Freeman of the Company ; — 
and penalty of 20.S. for offending. 

13. Penalty of 2 o.s. for Inveigleing away a Journeyman or 
Servant from a Freeman of the Company. 

14. Penalty of 40.S. a month for useingthe Trade of a Joiner 
or Carpenter, not having served a seven years apprenticeship 
and been free of the Company, except he work as a Servant or 
Journeyman with a Freeman of the Company. 

15. Penalty of 5 .s. for a Freeman’s not entering his Journey- 
man’s Name in the Company’s Book, and paying i.s. for such 
Entry. — And one shilling a Quarter so long as such Journeyman 
continues to serve in the Trade. 

16. Penalty of 3 .s. 4. cl. for a Freeman of the Company being 
absent at a meeting, without reasonable Excuse, to be allowed by 
the majority of the Master, Wardens, and assistants. 

17. A Freeman of the Company convicted of Felony, to be 

* Of course this does not mean, as its literal sense would imply, to sell the 
body of the apprentice ; but, to sell the master’s interest in the Articles of 
Apprenticeship ; the value of which would depend upon when the appren- 
tice has reached so much skill as to make his services more or less valuable 
to a master. 
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ilUfnim'hiscil. am! cxeluilc<l the Company ; and un order for that 
Purpose to l>e entered in the Coni jinny’s Book. 

lS. A Freeman of the Company buying Timber or boards, 
come to Worcester to be sold fit for the Crafts, every Freeman 
of the Company to have not exceeding a 3d share in it, on 
request, ami paying ready money for it, after the rate same 
were bought. And on refusal to share same, to forfeit 20.5.* 

19. How penaltys and Forfeitures to be recovered. 

20. A Master of the Trades to pay 20.5. on his being so 
chosen. The charges of such meeting to be defrayed, equally, 
between such of the Company then present, save the Master for 
the last year, at the chooseing the new Master; [each] to pay, 
towards the Charges of such meeting, 6 .s. 8 .d . — And every person 
admitted a Freeman of the Company, at his admittance to pay 40.5. 

2 n d Sep tr 1723. A confirmation of the Bye-laws, by Sir James 
Mountagu, Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer, and Jeffery 
Gilbert, Esq r , a Baron of s d Court, Justices of the Oxford Circuit. 

[One of the books contains the originals of two other 
ordinances, enforcing the foregoing, and dated 15 th July, 1793. 
Both are scaled with the seal of the gild, and are “ ratified and 
confirmed” by the signatures of Lord Kenyon and Sir Nash 
Grose, as Justices of Assize. Such signatures were made neces- 
sary by two Acts, passed in the times of Henry VI. and Henry 
VII. (15 II. VI. c. 6 ; 19 II. VII. e. 7), as is more fully shown 
in the Introduction to this volume.] 

* The true meaning of this ordinance can hardly be understood without 
the full words of it ; which are as follows : — “Item, It Is Ordered That if 
any (Freeman of the said Company Shall buy any parcell of Timber or 
Boards that Come to the said City of Worcester to be Sold, and fitt for 
the said Crafts or either of them, That then it Shall be lawfull for every 
(Freeman of the s (1 Company to have a Share therein, not exceeding one 
1 (*•*.) Third part thereof, Upon request, and paying reading 1 money for the Same, 
after the rate of the said Timber and Boards were bought. And whosoever 
of the said Company refuseth to Share or divide Such Timber or Boards 
brought within the said City, Contrary to the Intent of this Article, Shall 
forfeit, for every Such Iitfusall, Twenty Shillings, to be paid to the said 
Master of the said Company for the time being, for the vse of the said 
Company.” 
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XI. 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 

Gild of the Holy Cross. 

[It is very remarkable that, although whatever concerns 
Stratford-upon-Avon has been made the subject of researches 
more frequent, probably, than have ever been made as to any 
other place of equal importance in England, the Ordinances 
which now follow have never before been made known to the 
public, and appear never to have come to the knowledge of any 
searcher. Mr. Thomas Fisher, very early in the present century, 
had full opportunities given him, of which he carefully availed 
himself, to examine the Records of this Gild ; and he distinctly 
informs us that he examined documents which “ carried back its 
history to the reign of Edward the First.”* But he gives no hint 
whatever of having found any traces of the existence of the 
documents that now follow. Mr. Halliwell, in his “ Descriptive 
Calendar of the Ancient MSS. and Records in possession of the 
Corporation of Stratford upon- A von,” t has gone over the same 
ground as Mr. Fisher went over nearly sixty years earlier. 
But neither does he appear to have found any trace of the 
documents now printed. I deem myself happy in being able to 

* "Gentleman’s Magazine,” New Series, vol. iii. (1835), P- l ^ )2 > and see 
ib. p. 375. 

+ Printed (only seventy-five copies) in 1863, in a very large folio volume 
containing 467 pages. Unfortunately, the work has neither " Contents ” 
nor "Index.” But the documents which I now give would have been 
made prominent, if they had been known. I have searched the volume in 
vain for any copies or any description of either the Ordinances or Reports. 
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iM’J 

gi\<\ in thi* volume, document* which will not only be interest- 
ing to i \ < rv one who look** on the birth-place ami home of 
Sluk^]Knre a* a sort of National Shrine, hut which also have 
a high intrinsic value of their own. 

As am tiling touching the birth-place and home of Shnk*qu*are 
arouses more than a common attention in the mind of every 


(i.) Tin: original Return, in Latin.* 

t»* mi Nicholaus Sam or et Walterus Golde, custodes gilde sancte 

Crucis de Stratford in Comitatu Warrewici, virtute cuiusdam 
prochunacionis facte apud Warrewicuni per breve domini 
Regis, de modo et forma et auctoritatc fundaeionis, et omnium 
articulorum in dicto breve specificatoruin dictum gildam con- 
cernencium, excellencie vestre Regie cum omni subjcccione legia 
et reuerencia premissa, ccrtifica[n]t in liiis scriptis, penultimo 
die mensis Januarii Anno regni vestri duodecimo : — Videlicet, 
quo-ad auctoritatcm fundaeionis et incepcionis ac continuacionis 
gilde ])redicte, predicta gilda est, et incepta fuit, a tempore 
cuius eontrarium inemoria non existit. Et quod de dicta gilda 
sunt, et a toto tempore fuerunt, duo custodes gilde predicte: qui 
gubernare et recipere debent omnia proficua de tenementis et 
reddi tibus dicte gilde pertinentibus, reddendo inde compotum 
annuatim fratribus et sororibus ejusdem gilde ; et ad super- 
videndum quod ordinaciones fratrum et sororum diete gilde 
facte, fulcliter in omnibus obseruentur : et qui custodes eligi 
debent, per fratres et sorores ejusdem gilde, pro tempore quo 
eisdein fratribus et sororibus placuerit duraturi. Et dicte 
ordinaciones inferius in scriptis continentur. Et qui quidem 
fratres et sorores dicte gilde habent, et eoruin predecessores 
habuerunt a tempore cuius eontrarium memoria non existit, vt 
dc iurc gilde predicte, diuersa tenementa et redditus ; que 
particulariter specificantur in carta confirmacionis domini 
Edwardi Regis Angline, progenitoris domini Regis nunc, 
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educated man of the English-speaking race, I depart, in this 
instance, from the course followed in all other cases, and print 
the Latin original side by side with my translation ; and need 
now only add, that this original is of very high antiquity, and is 
expressed with a terse brevity not often found in ordinances of 
later date.] 


(2 .) Translation of the original Return. 

Nicholas Samer and Walter Gokle, Wardens of the Gild of 
the Holy Cross of Stratford in the county of Warwick, in 
fulfilment of a proclamation made at Warwick under a writ of 
our lord the King, do now make known to your royal excel- 
lency, with all loyalty and respect, the manner and form and 
source of the foundation of the gild, and all such matters and 
things touching the gild as are set forth in that writ ; all 
which is set down in this writing, which was made on the last 
day but one of the month of January, in the twelfth year of 
your reign : — That is to say ; as to the source of the foundation 
and beginning and continuation of this gild, the gild has lasted, 
and its beginning was, from time whereunto th e memory of 
man reache th no t. And there are, and always have been, two 
Wardens of the gild, who are bound to manage and gather in 
all the profits of the houses and rents belonging to the gild, 
rendering an account thereof every year to the bretheren and 
sisteren of the gild ; and who ought to take care that the 
ordinances made by the bretheren and sisteren of the gild 
are faithfully kept in all things : and these Wardens must be 
chosen by the bretheren and sisteren of the gild, and remain in 
office for such time as the bretheren and sisteren think fit. The 
ordinances themselves are written below. The bretheren and 
sisteren of the gild have, and their forerunners have had from 
time whereunto the memory of man reacheth not, many houses 
and rents belonging as of right to the said gild ; which are 
particularly set forth in the charter of confirmation lately 
granted to the bretheren and sisteren of the gild, and their 


The Wardens of 
the gild make a 
Return, in obe- 
dience to the 
Sheriff’s procla- 
mation. 


The return was 
written on 30th 
January, a.d. 
1380. 

The gild was 
begun at a time 
beyond the 
memory of man. 


There are two 
Wardens, 

who manage and 
collect all rents, 
&c. ; 

and render an 
account thereof 
yearly to the gild ; 
and who must 
see that the or- 
dinances are kept. 

These Wardens 
are chosen by the 
gild, and hold 
office for so long 
time as the gild 
thinks fit. 


Many houses and 
rents belong to the 
gild ; the holding 
of which has 
lately been con- 
firmed by a 
charter of 
Edward III. 
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frtitribus ct sororihus dieto gilde, ct corn in suceessoribus, nupor 
facto ; cuius quidrm carte tenor contiuetur in quadarn cedilla 
huic certificncioni consuta. 

Doc sunt consuetudines fratrum ct sororum gilde 

Sancte Crucis Stratfordie. 

In prim is, quilibet fratrum qui velit in eadem gilda per- 
mancro, dabit per annum quatuor denarios, ad quatuor anni 
tcrniinos ; scilicet, ad festum sancti Michaelis, vnum denarium; 
ad festum sancti Ilillarii, vnum denarium ; ad pascha, vnum 
denarium ; ad festum sancti Johannis Baptiste, vnum dena- 
rium : ad vnum cereum faciendum et sustenendum ; qui quidem 
ccreus, ad lionorem domini nostri ihesu Christ! et beate 
virginis et saucte crucis, pcrficietur; et arc] chit singulis diebus 
per annum, ad quamlibet missam in ecclcsia, coram beata 
Cruce ; vt deus et beata virgo et Crux veneranda, omnes 
fratres et sorores in eadem gilda permanentes, ab omni undo 
eustodiant et defendant. Et siquis fratrum vel sororum 
ad dictos tenninos venire eontempserit, erit in miscricordia 
vnius denarii. 

Prouisum est eciam inter fratres et sorores diete gilde, quod 
siquis eorum moriatur, predictus ccreus, vna cum octo minoribus, 
j>ortabuntur de ecclcsia ad domum defuncti ; et ibi ardebunt 
corain corpore defuncti, quousque corpus ad ecclcsiam portetur; 
et ccrei portabuntur et ardebunt quousque corpus sepeliatur, et 
postea coram cruce ponentur. Item, omnes fratres prenominate 
gilde, corpus defuncti sequi debent versus ecclcsiam, et pro 
anima eius orare quousque corpus sepeliatur. Et quis eorum 
hoc non fecerit, erit in misericordia ob . 

Prouisum est eciam inter predictos fratres et sorores, quod si- 
quis pauper homo in villa moriatur, vel siquis extrancus non 
habeat vnde lumen de catallis propriis coram corpore suo 
possit ad ardendum inuenire nec acquietare, prcdicti fratres ct 
sorores, pro animarum suarum salute, quatuor cercos, et vnum 
lintheamem, ettapetumad feretrum cooperiendum, ci, quicumque 
fuerit, inuenient, quousque corpus sepeliatur. 
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successors, by the Lord Edward, King of England, forefather of 
the Lord the King that now is ; a copy of which charter is 
given in the schedule stitched to this return. 


These are the ordinances of the bretheren and sisteren 
of the Gild of the Holy Cross of Stratford. 

First: each of the bretheren who wishes to remain in the 
gild, shall give fourpence a year, payable at four times in the 
year ; namely, a penny on the feast of St Michael, a penny on 
the feast of St. Hillary, a penny at Easter, and a penny on the 
feast of St. John Baptist. Out of which payments, there shall be 
made and kept up one wax ; which shall be done in worshipful 
honor of our Lord Jesus Christ and of the blessed Virgin, and 
of the Holy Cross. And the wax shall be kept alight every day 
throughout the year, at every mass in the church, before the 
blessed Cross ; so that God and the blessed Virgin and the 
much-to-be-reverenced Cross, may keep and guard all the 
bretheren and sisteren of the gild from every ill. And whoever 
of the bretheren or sisteren neglects to come at the above named 
times [when the payments are due], shall pay one penny. 

It is also ordained by the bretheren and sisteren of the gild, 
that, when any of them dies, the wax before-named, together 
with eight smaller ones, shall be carried from the church to the 
house of him that is dead ; and there they shall be kept alight 
before the body of the dead until it is carried to the church ; 
and the waxes shall be carried and kept alight until the body is 
buried, and afterwards shall be set before the Cross. Also, 
all the bretheren of the gild are bound to follow the body to 
church, and to pray for his soul until the body is buried. And 
whoever does not fulfil this, s hall pay on e halfpenny. 

It is also ordained by the bretheren and sisteren, that if any 
poor man in the town dies, or if any stranger has not means 
of his own out of which to pay for a light to be kept burning 
before his body, the bretheren and sisteren shall, for their souls’ 
health, whosoever he may be, find four waxes, and one sheet, 
and a hcarse-cloth to lay over the coffin until the body is buried. 


The ordinances. A 


Every one must 
pay fourpence 
a year. 




A wax shall be 
made and kept up, 


which shall be 
alight in the 
churcli during 
mass, before the 
holy Cross. 


Any one not pay- 
ing his dues shall 
be fined. 


On the death of 
any gild- member, 
the aforesaid wax 
and eight smaller 
ones shall be kept 
alight before the 
body, and carried 
to church, and 
afterwards set 
before the Cross. 


The bretheren 
shall follow every 
funeral. 

Tenal ty for 
neglect. 

If any poor man 
dies, or any 
stranger of what 
rank soever, the 
gild shall find 
lights and what 
else is needed for 
decent burial. 

I 


(1IU) OF Till HO! \ CKOSS, 
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IVt<n a prouisum (*>( inter predicts fiat res ct sorores, quod 
quililnt n»riim per nniium dnbit duos denarius, nd qunndam 
congn tjaeionnn inttr cos faciendum semel in anno ; videlicet, ad 
qimmUm potaciomm* in soptimnim Pasclie faciendum, in tali 
fonna quod fmtenm dileccio inter cos augcatur, ct tur])iloc|uia 
rq>clliuitur, set pax semper inter eos reforrnctur, ct vera dileccio 
rrtineatur. Et quelibct soror dicte gildc, ad dictum potacioncm, 
ciplutin magnum sccum portabit ; ct omnes ciplii ceruisia 
implelmntur ; et postmoduin ceruisia dabitur pauperibus. Simi- 
liter erit dc fmtribus ; quod ciplii comm codcm modo ceruisia 
implebuntur ; ct dabitur pauperibus. Et antequam ilia ceruisia 
pnuperibiis erogetur, vcl antequam aliquis frater vel soror in 
domo vbi potacio dicta fiet potabit, omnes fratres ct sororcs 
ibidem congregati orationcs suas facicnt, quod dcus et beata 
virgo et Crux vencranda, ad cuius bonorem tabs facta est 
eongrcgacio, eos ab omnibus malis ct pcccatis defendant. Item, 
siqua soror ciplium non tulerit, sicut prenotatum est, crit in 
miscricordia oh. Item, siquis supradictorum fratrum vcl soro- 
mm, post souitum campani, litigaucrit vel litigium feccrit, crit 
in miscricordia oh. 

Prouisuin cst eciam, quod nullus in dicta fraternitate morabitur 
nisi idoncus homo fucrit. 

Pretcrea prouisum cst, quod siquis fratrum moriatur, quod 
hostiarii debent citarc tcrciam partem fratrum ; qui debent 
coram corpora vigilare, ct pro auima orarc, ]>cr noctcm. Quod 
si ncglixcrint, post citacioncm factam, quilibet qui non fccerit 
dabit oh. pro emenda. 

Prouisum cst per commune concilium tocius fratemitatis, 
quod duo fratres erunt Aldermen ; et sex alii fratres crunt clccti, 
qui regent totam fraternitatem cum prcdictis Aldermen; ct quis 

* I translate this word “ potacio " as “feast.” There can be no doubt 
that it is equivalent to the old English word t( ale ,' 1 which was long used 
with the sense of fca*t. Thus we have Whitsun-Ale, Church- Ale, &c. &c., 
and Bride-Ale, which is still in use in the form Bridal. See the subject 
fully considered, with many illustrations, in “ The Parish” (second edition), 
at places under the word “Ales"* in Index. And see an analogous case 
before, p. 175, note f. 


STRATFORD - Ul'ON -A VOX. 


217 


It is further ordained by the bretheren and sisteren, that each 
of them shall give twopence a year, at a meeting which shall be 
held once a year ; namely, at a feast which shall be held in 
Easter week, in such mann er that brotherly love shall b e 
cherished among them, and ev il-speaking be driven ou t ; that 
peace shall always dwell among them, and true love be upheld. 
And ev ery sister of the gild shall bring w i th her to this feast a 
great tankard ; and all the ta nkards sha l l be filled w ith ale ; 
and afterwards the ale shall be given to the poor. So likewise 
shall the bretheren do ; and their tankards shall, in like manner, 
be filled with ale, and this also shall be given to the poor. But, 
before that ale shall be given to the poor, and before any 
brother or sister shall touch the feast in the hall where it is 
accustomed to be held, all the bretheren and sisteren there 
gathered together shall put up their prayers, that God and the 
blessed Virgin and the much-to-be-reverenced Cross, in whose 
honour they have come together, will keep them from all ills and 
sins. And if any sister does not bring her tankard, as is above 
said, she shall pay a halfpenny. Also, if any brother or sister 
shall, after the bell has sounded, quarrel, or stir up a quarrel, he 
shall pay a halfpenny. 

It is also ordained, that no one shall remain in this gild 
unless he is a man of good behaviour. 

It is moreover ordained, that when one of the bretheren dies, 
the officers shall summon a third part of the bretheren ; who 
shall watch near the body, and pray for his soul, through the 
night. Whoever, having been summoned, neglects to do this, 
shall pay a halfpenny.* 

It is ordained by the Common Council of the whole gild ^ 
that two of the bretheren shall be Aldermen ; and six other 
bretheren shall be chosen, who shall manage all the affairs of 
the gild with the Aldermen; and whoever of them is absent on 

* Compare this ordinance with the very curious one near the end of 
the ordinances of the Gild of Palmers of Ludlow (before, p. 194). It will be 
observed that in this case, as in that, the night-watching is to be done by 
b retheren o nl y, not sist eren. But here the night- watching is imperative ; 
in the case of Ludlow it is only allowed , and under strict conditions. 


Every one shall 
yearly pay two- 
pence, at a fiast 
which shall be 
held in Easter 
week, for the pur- 
pose of cherishing 
brotherly love and 
peace. 


Every sister shall 
bring a tankard, 
fill it with ale, and 
give this to the 
poor ; 

and every brother 
shall do the same. 


But, before the 
ale is given, and 
before the feast is 
begun, prayers 
shall be said by 
the bretheren and 
sisteren them- 
selves. 


Neglectful sisteren 
shall be fined. 
Quarrel lcrs, and 
stirrers up of 
quarrels, sball be 
fined. 


Only worthy men 
shall be allowed to 
remain in the gild. 

Night-watches, 
with prayers, shall 
be kept round the 
body of the dead. 


Penalty on any 
one who, being 
summoned, does 
not come. 

There shall be two 
Aldermen, and six 
help-men, to 
manage the affairs 
of the gild ; 

and whoever of 
these does not 


cun or Til r* * holy ritoss. 


comm nh*en* fucrit ml die in intcrlocuciomnn inter cos nssig- 
nntaiu. c rit in mUcrieordin quntuor (Icnariorum. 

Siquis fnitor vol soror ducat liospitcm, sine liccncia soncsealli, 
in miscricordia ob. Item, siquis extrancus, vcl mincius, sine 
nliqnirt pucr, intret, hostiariis ncscientibiis, in miscricordia ob .* 
Item, siquis fmter vcl soror presumat capcrc scannum nltcrius, 
in miscricordia ob . 

Item, siquis f rater vcl soror per infortunium spoliatus fucrit, 
vel in panpertem cccidcrit, dum sc bene gcsscrit ct honcstc 
versus fra t res et sororcs, ipsi inuenient ci victum et vestitum ct 
cetera necessaria. 


[Stitched to this Return is a copy of letters patent, issued on 
the 1 2th November, in the fifth year of (as it seems) King 
Edward III., in which arc enumerated a long list of grants made 
to the gild, by many people, of lands, houses, and rents ; all 
which gifts it is declared that the King, “ so far as in him lies,” 
confirms to the brethcrcn and sisteren of the gild, and to their 
successors. These letters patent contain neither any license in 
mortmain, nor any “pardon” because of the lands, houses, 
and rents having been granted to the gild without such license 
in mortmain. t One or the other of these two would have been 
necessary, had the grants been made to the gild after the 
passing of the Statute of Mortmain. J It follows, that all the 
possessions here enumerated, and they arc very many, belonged 
to the gild earlier than the year 1279. What these letters 
patent did was, to protect the gild against any claim that might 
he set up, in the name of the Crown, as to any of the lands, 
houses, or rent-charges named therein. It was simply a pre- 
cautionary measure.] 

* This ordinance clearly implies that, with leave asked and given, guests, 
See. would he welcomed. 

+ See an instance of such “ pardon ” in the second part of my “ Memo- 
rials of Old Birmingham ” (Men and Names), p. 27. In the same work 
will be found several illustrations of the practice, common in old times, 
of granting certain “ rents, n i. e. rent-charges, without granting the free- 
hold. Hence the terms used in the foregoing ordinances. 

t See before, p. 195, note. 
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any day agreed among themselves for a meeting, shall pay 
fourpence. 

If any brother or sister brings with him a guest, without leave 
of the steward, he shall pay a halfpenny. Also, if any stranger, or 
servant, or youth, comes in, without the knowledge of the officers, 
he shall pay a halfpenny. Also, if any brother or sister is bold 
enough to take the seat of another, he shall pay a halfpenny. 

Also, if it happens that any brother or sister has been robbed,' 
or has fallen into poverty, then, so long as he bears himself well 
and rightly towards the bretheren and sisteren of the gild, they 
shall find him in food and clothing and what else he needs. 


Note. — The foregoing ordinances, while bearing every mark of 
great antiquity, were not, as is clear from internal evidence, drawn up 
at one time, but were from time to time amended and added to, as has 
been already seen to have been done in the case of many other gilds. 
Thus it is said, in the Preamble of the Return, that there are two 
“ Wardens ” of the Gild; while, near the end, there is an ordinance 
as to two “ Aldermen” and six help-men. Again, in the last ordi- 
nance but one, a “steward” ( senescallus ), nowhere else named, is 
found ; and, in two other ordinances, “ hostiarii ” are named, which 
I translate, on account of the vagueness of the term, by the general 
word “officers.”* 

Mr. Thomas Fisher, after stating that the ancient records of the gild 
which he had been allowed to inspect and transcribe “carried back its 
history to the reign of Edward the First,” adds : — “ at which time 
there appeared to have been a Gild of Holy Cross, a separate fraternity 
of our Lady, and another of St.John Baptist; which three distinct 
societies were afterwards incorporated into one gild” But he does not 
give us any information as to when this incorporation took place. 
The foregoing ordinances show that it had not taken place in the year 
1389, when those ordinances were returned as what were at that time 
in use. But it appears to have taken place before the year 1442 ; for 
Mr. Fisher found, and in 1835 printed in the “Gentleman’s Maga- 
zine,” f “ the constitucyons and ordinaunceys for the good gouer- 
naunce and rewle of the Gilde of the Holy Cros, oure Lady, and Seynt 

* See a similar case of variance of titles in the case of Chesterfield, 
before, p. 165, note. And as to “ help-men,” see the Hull Gilds, before, 
pp. 156, 160, 162. 

f See the references on p. 211, note. 


attend meet : n;r* 
fixed for business, 
shall be fined. 

No guest nor 
stranger shall coma 
to the feast with- 
out leave, under 
penalty. 

No one shall take 
another’s seat at 
the feast, under 
penalty. 

Help shall be 
given in ease of 
robbery or 
poverty. 


(fill) OF Till, HOLY CUOSS, 




John tlo llapli«t, of Stnilford-uj pon-Aucne, made and ordcynyd the 
Monday next afirr ihc Test of the translation of Sevnt Thomas the 
Mrirtir, the yore revnc of Kvnge Harry, the Si.xtc after the Conquest, 
the These constitutions and ordinances arc entirely different 

fromtho.se printed above; more diffuse, made much more to serve the 
interests of priests, and having nothing answering to the picturesque 
passages that arc found above, about the sisteren and the bretheren 
coming to the Gild-hall with their tankards, filling these with nlc, 
and, after prayers said, giving the ale to the poor.f Neither do the 
ordinances of 1442 contain anything about the “night-watches,” nor 
about the help to be given to those overtaken by the misfortune of 
robbery or poverty. 

In a clause near the end of the ordinances of 1442, things there 
named are to be done “ by the goodc minde, wyll, and assent of the 
said Master and all his Aldremen, accordyny as hit is of old tyme 
ordeynyd : ” but the ordinances of 1442 contain not the slightest hint, 
except in this very indirect way, at the ordinances now printed. It 
seems most strange that, as the ordinances of 1442 were put into shape 
not longer than fifty-three years — that is, within a life-time — after 
the making of the return containing the ordinances now printed, and 
which were then, and must have been for some time after, the ordi- 
nances in actual force, no trace of the latter should be found among 
what Mr. Nichols describes as the “ Records of high antiquity, which 
belonged to the Brcthcrcn of the Gild, and were preserved among the 
muniments of their successors, the Mayor and Corporation of Stratford, 
in a chest in the Gild Hall; ” and which reached, Mr. Nichols tells us, 
“from before the reign of Henry the Third to that of Henry the 
Eighth.” J 

* These are reprinted in Mr. Ilalliwell’s volume, cited above. 

t It is particularly worthy of notice that the older ordinances, though 
enjoining every care for the decency of burials, and enjoining prayers (by 
the brcthcrcn and sisteren themselves) before feasts, say nothing whatever 
about any priests, and make no provision for them. A large part of the 
ordinances of 1442 is, on the contrary, devoted to provisions for the sup- 
port, board, lodging, and sendees of priests. Compare the Chesterfield 
Gilds, before, pp. 165, note, 168, note. 

£ Preface to a volume of plates of old “Paintings in Fresco, discovered 
in 1804, on the walls of the Chapel of the Trinity, belonging to the Gild 
of the Holy Cross at Stratford-upon-Avon,” by Thomas Fisher. Edited, 
and the plates described, by J. G. Nichols, and re-published, in 1838. Few 
copies of this work are complete in the number of plates, owing, no doubt, 
to the delays in publication (.-ce the note on p. 163 of the “Gentleman’s 
Magazine,” as above cited). I am indebted to Mr. Samuel Timmins, of 
Birmingham, for the loan of a copy of the work which is almost complete. 
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[The following documents seem to have been as little known 
to both Mr. Fisher and Mr. Halliwell as the ordinances printed 
above have been shown to be. They must be compared together. 
Their differences are striking and instructive.] 


(3.) Keport of the Commissioners of 37 Henry VIII., as 
to tiie Gild of Stratford-upon-Avon.* 


Gilcla de Stratfford in Comitatv, predicto.f 


[The yearly income, from rents, &c., 

is set down in detail; and amounts [ 1 di. xxiij.cZ.o&. 

to ] „ 

[The yearly outgoes are also set down ) 

in detail ; and amount to] | lj. li. xix.s. viij. d.ob. q . 

Et sic videtur in superplus xxxvij.s. ix.cZ. q r . 

The same yelde was ffounded by kyng Henry the iiij th ,+ by 
the name of a M r ., ij. proctors, an Alderman ; and to erect as 
many prestes as the revennewes of the same wyll extend vnto. 
And there be, at thys present tyme, v. prestes ; whereof one, A 
Scolemaster of Gramer, and celebratyng dyvyne seruyce w l in 
a Chapelle stondyng in the myddes of the same, ffor the greate 
quyetnesse and Comffort of alle the parissyoners there ; ffor that 
the parisshe Churclie stondythe owte of the same towne, dystaunt 
ffrom the moste parte of the seyd parisshe lialffe a myle and 
more ; and in tyme of syknes, as the plage and suche lyke 


Income of tho 
gild. 


Outgoes of the 
gild. 


The state of the 
gild in a.d. 1546. 

A schoolmaster. 


AVhy the chapel 
was founded. 


And I am indebted to the same gentleman, always liberal in such matters, 
for the loan of a copy of Mr. Halliwell’s “ Calendar ” of the Stratford 
records. 

* Certificates of Colleges, Warwick, No. 3r. (In the Public Record 
Office.) It is unnecessary to give the Titles of these Reports, examples of 
them having already been given under the heads of Ludlow and Worcester. 

f This heading gives another example of what was stated in a note to 
the Gild of St. Nicholas, Worcester ; namely, that a gild, though dedicated to 
a special saint or otherwise, is often called by the name of the place only. 
The same tiling will be found in the case of the Gild of the Holy Cross of 
Birmingham. 

X It will have been seen that this statement is, in all its parts, utterly 
untrue. See the note to the Ludlow Gild, before, pp. 197, 198. 




mu) of Tin: iior.Y cuoss. 


1 r* f > In 0 • 
pwr- (aruA* of 
Hf* LmtxTi *»u] )<r. 


Foundation of Uie 
O* les^ of the 
( hunch of Mr»t- 
f ♦rd'Upoo-A^oiu 

Tl c member* are 
rt^dent ; and t tie 
Warden i* |«rbon 
of llie church. 


The par- *n could 
n*<t «ne t !• e cure 
without help. 
There are two out- 
h i»*sr c)ia[«eU in 
tlie f«ri*h ; l»Mh 
of which are two 
mile* away from 
t »e church. 

The priest of one 
of Uie*e has the 
small tythcs of 
tl»e village ; 

the curate of the 
oilier U paid out 
of the college 
endow menu. 


ihv%c*cs clothe Chnuiuv w l in tlu* scydo Towne, than nlle kucIio 
inf^ctuio person*, \v l many other ympotent and pore pctiple, 
dothe to the tscjil Clinpcllc resort flor there tlvuyne sernyce. And 
in the' «mie Towne there ys u nierkett, wekelv kepte ; and 
hawng in yt ubowt M.n. houselvng peaple : to-gether \v l vij. Iyttle 
hrtinlcttcs therto belonging, whichc hatlie no other resort but 
only to t lie same Clinpcllc and parisshc Clmrche. Also the 
goodes anil ornamentes tlicre-to belongyng bcre-aft r dothe apere. 

[But no statement of the “ goodes and ornamentes thcre-to 
belongyng, clot lie apere/ 1 notwithstanding this promise.] 

Noth. — 'Hie condition of things as to the Church and Chapels in 
and near to Stratford, will he better understood by adding the follow- 
ing extract, from the same Report of the Commissioners of 37 Henry 
VIII., as to 

The College of Stratford-ufox-Avon. 

The seyd College was Hounded by one John Stratll’orde, soinetyme 
\rchebysshoppe of Canterburye, dor one Wardenc, flyve prestes, and 
i ij or querysters, to mayntayne dyvyne sernyce w ( in the parisshe 
Churche of Stratfforde. Whyche he there nowe Rcsydent; and the 
seyde Wardenc ys parson of the same Churche, as in the ryght of the 
seyd College. And the same parisshc ys x. mylcs Compasse, and he 
bathe the Cure of m.d. houselyng peaple w l in the same parisshe; so 
that, w'owte the helpe of the seyd prestes, he ys not able to serue the 
seyd Cure. Also there ys, belongyng to the same Collegiate Churche, 
ij. Chapelles, the one caulyd Bysshopston, and the other Luddyngton, 
beyng members of the seyd Parisshe, and eche of them dystaunt flroin 
the seyd Churche ij. myles. And the preste of the same Chapclle of 
Bysshopston, hathe the mynute tythes of the village of Bysshop[s]ton, 
for seruyng the Cure there, whiche ys not comprised, aboue, in the 
Reuennewe of the seyd College, nor yet wbn the deduccouns of the 
same. And the other Curate, of Luddyngton, ys payde by the Warden, 
as apperythe aboue in the deduccouions of the same College. Also 
there hathe beene nother londes, tenementes, or any possessions of the 
same College, solde sythene the tyme before limyted. And the Inven- 
tory of the goodes there-to belonging here-after dothe appere. [But 
it does not appear.] 

The yearly income of this College is set down, in the same Report, 
as cxxvij./i. xviij.s. ix.c/., the whole of which is expressly stated to be 


Income of tl*e 
college ; and how 
it is spent. 
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spent in the objects of the endowment. The Report of the Commis- 
sioners of Edward VI. puts the income at the lower sum of cxiij.h". 
xviij.s. ; of which it says that cviij.h'. v.s. j .d. is paid to the Warden and 
others; but it adds : — “M d . All the stipendaryes above wrytton have 
hadd, allways, besydes theyr yerelye stipende, ij.s. wekelye ffor theyr 
dyett, allowed owte of the possessions of the said College.” That these 
“ stipendaryes ” lived sumptuously, seems shown by the further fact, 
stated in the same Report, that, when the evil day of legislative plunder 
came, there was appropriated “ to the Kynges ma ties vse,” among the 
other possessions of this College, no less than “ cclx. ounces of plate.” 


(4.) Report of the Commissioners of i Edward VI., as 
to the Gild of Stratford-upon-Avon.* 

Guilda de Stratf or de-super- Avon in Comitatu predicto. 

Terre et possessiones dicte guilde pertinentes, valent clare 
per annum xliijit. xj.s. 

Quatuor capellani ibidem habent, per litteras patentes, quilibet 
eorum, cvj.s. viij.cf. Aliter non habent promociones. In toto, 
per annum xxjif. vj.s. viijd. 

Item, Clericus ibidem habet, per annum, iiij.s. Et Oliuerus 
Baker, Custos horalogise ibidem, habet, per annum, xiij.s. iiij.d. 
In toto per annum xvij.s. iiij.of. 

Scolevtf. M d . : — Appon the premisses ys one ffree Schoole ; 
and one Will a m Dalam, Scholem r theare, hathe yerelye, for 
teaching theare, by patente x.li. 

Poore. There ys allso gyven yerelye to xxiiij. poore men, 
bretherne of the said guilde, lxiij.s. iiij.cZ. ; vz., x.s. to be 
bestowed in Coles, and the rest gyven in readye money; besydes 
one howse theare, called the Almes-howse; and besydes v. or 
vj .li. yeven them of the good provision of the m r of the same 
guilde. And the same Iiij.s. iiij.d. to be payed them, euerye 
quarter xiijs. iiij.d lxiij.s. iiij.cf. 

[There is a marginal note as follows: — ] 

Continuetur Schola quousque. 


Besides their 
stipends, all those 
on the endowment 
have a weekly 
allowance for diet. 


The college was 
rich in plate. 


Income of the 
gild. 


Salaries of 
chaplains. 


Salaries of the 
gild-clerk, and of 
the clock-keeper. 


Salary of the 
schoolmaster. 


Gifts to the poor. 


Coals, an alms- 
house, and gifts in 
money. 


Let the school go 
on. 


* Certificates of Colleges, Warwick, No. 57. 
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In a rlrcAm, Con- 
*tAi ti- e *_•<* tl e 
I v.pxxl nn«l U 
141 ti i»*ike it his 
1 • —on. 

He <1 «ks mi, And 
•mite* the foe. 

fvnne Christians 
told him wliAt the 
ro I- tree menr.t : 
ao l e was tmptued, 
and * r t his 
m* *.h -r to fn d the 
h *y-rv>*l iwl f 
Phe go*s to .Jeru- 
saiaoi ; a-^'s U r 
Information ; and 
ij refund. 


Note. — It wns the chapel which is mentioned in the Kcj>ort of tlio 
( ommisfioners of 37 Henry VIII., that led to the publication of 
Mr. Kiihcr’a valuable work on Stratford-upon-Avon, which was begun 
in 1S07; several paintings representing the history of the finding of 
the holy cross having been discovered on the walls of that chapel in 
1S04. Hie progress of the work was stopped through the heavy tax 
impo*cd on authors, in the shape of copies required to be gratuitously 
given to different institutions, under the Copyright Acts. As rc-pub- 
h«lied in 1S3S, it contains (when complete) seventeen coloured plates 
of the paintings within the chapel, five plates of seals, and thirty-one 
plates of records and extracts from records now in the possession of 
the Corporation of Stratford-upon-Avon. 

'Hie story of the finding of the holy cross, or “rood,” was so popular 
in the middle ages, and gave name, in England, to so many gilds, that 
it will make the subject better understood if I add, here, an outline of 
that story. Some of the gilds made it a part of their business to give 
a representation, in pageant, of the finding of the holy rood on the 
day of their great yearly feast.* I have sketched the following out- 
line from a long poem, written in the English of the old Anglo-Saxon 
times, which is printed in the last Part (15) of the publications of 
the .Klfric Society. 

The Legend of St. Elene, and tiie finding of the 

Holy Rood. 

Two hundred and thirty-three years after Christ’s birth, and six 
after Constantine became C;esar of Rome, the Iluns came down in 
mighty force against the Romans. Constantine was affrighted; but, 
in a dream, the likeness of the holy-rood was shown to him, by one 
who told him that, with this for a beacon, he should overcome his foes. 
'JHien he had a rood-tree made, and borne as his standard before the 
Roman host; and the foe was smitten down. Constantine asked his 
wise men what this rood-tree meant; but they could not tell him. 
Some however, who had been baptized, told him the gospel story, and 
the meaning of the Cross. Thereupon he was himself baptized ; and 
he besought his mother, Elene, to go into Jewry, and seek for the true 
holy-rood. 

She went forth with many followers ; and at length reached Jeru- 
salem. She called together the Elders of the Hebrews, and spoke to 
them reproachfully. They did not understand what she meant, till one 
Judas told them that he was sure she wanted to find the holy-rood; 


See, for example, Beverley ; before, p. 148. 
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but he charged them not to let her know where it was hidden. There- 
upon, the elders refused to tell anything to Elene ; and she, filled with 
holy wrath, threatened to burn them all up with fire. In this fearful 
straight, they gave up Judas to her. She besought him to tell what 
he knew. He would not; so she had him bound, and cast into a dry 
pit, and left him there to starve. 

When Judas had borne this Christian kindness for seven days, his 
courage was worn out, and he said that he would tell the truth. Then 
he was released ; and he led the way to the hill of the Crucifixion. He 
prayed for a mark by which he might be sure of the exact spot where 
the holy-rood lay ; and straightway there rose up a smoke from the 
earth. Gladly did Judas then dig; and, after digging twenty feet 
deep, he found three crosses. The three were taken to Elene; but 
she wished to know which of the three crosses was the true holy-rood 
itself. Judas did not know; and all waited for a sign from heaven^ 
to make known the truth. This was at length vouchsafed, by the 
raising up to life of a young man who was being carried out for burial; 
and who, after being touched in vain by the crosses of the two 
thieves, was at last touched by the holy-rood itself. 

And now the Hell-devil grew mighty wrathful, and made a long 
speech, which is fully reported ; but Judas answered him in a long 
speech, which is also fully reported. Then Constantine bade Elene to 
have a church built on the hill-side where the holy-rood had been 
found. And Judas was christened, and made bishop of Jerusalem, by 
the name of Cyriacus. 

But Elene wished, furthermore, that the nails used in the crucifixion 
should be found ; and these, as the holy-rood itself had been, were 
made known by a fiery token arising from the earth, in answer to the 
new bishop’s prayer. Following the bishop’s advice, Elene had the 
nails made into a bit for the bridle of Constantine’s horse, to be used 
for a charm of safety to him in war. Then Elene went back home 
again, bidding all men to keep, for evermore, the day of the finding 
of the holy-rood. And this was done in the month of May, six days 
before the beginning of summer.* 


She threatens to 
burn all the 
elders; and so they 
give up Judas to 
her ; and she puts 
him in a pit to 
starve. 


After seven days, 
Judas promises to 
tell the truth. 


Going to the hill 
of Crucifixion, a 
miracle shows the 
spot where the 
rood- tree was 
buried. 

Three crosses are 
dug up ; out of 
which the true 
rood -tree is 
found by another 
miracle. 


The Hell-devil 
and Judas have 
a debate. 

A church is built 
where the 
rood tree was 
found ; and 
Judas is made 
Bishop of Jeru- 
salem. 

The nails used in 
the crucifixion 
were afterwards 
found ; 

and were made 
into a bit for the 
bridle of Constan- 
tine’s horse, as a 
charm of safety. 


* The third day of May was held sacred to the “ Invention [i. e. find- 
ing] of the Holy Cross. ,, 
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COVENTRY. 


(a) The Gild Merchant.* 


Th* ax'rrhnnt* of 
, beitg 
far frvm the tea. 


r*t a clxartcr { r m 
1M. III., in 13S0, 
a.' ter inqiun bv 
a )ur\ ; 


In which charter 
the (Slid Merchant 
and iu ordiiiai^cea 
are fu.lv reevg- 
nlied. 


This Return begins by stating that the merchants of Coventry 
found themselves much troubled about their merchandise, 
through being so far from the sea ; and therefore got a 
charter (letters patent) from Edward III. for the foundation of a 
Gild Merchant. This charter, dated 20th May, 14 Ed. IIL 
(a,d. 1340), is set forth at full length. It recites that an inquiry 
had been held, under the Writ ad quod damnum ;+ and that it 
had been found, by the jury, that no harm would befal Coventry, 
or any one, if a Gild Merchant were founded there, with bre- 
tlieren and sistcren, and a Master, and the usual powers of a 
gild, including that of making ordinances. The charter goes on 
to declare that King Edward, “ so far as in us lies/’ enables the 
men of Coventry to establish their Gild Merchant, and to make 
ordinances as they list.+ The inscription round the Great Seal 
having shortly afterwards been changed, the charter of 20th May 


* CCCVIII. 87. Condition, fair, hut destroyed in places. Old French. 

+ The meaning and purpose of this Writ will be more fully seen under 
Birmingham (after, p. 240). 

X As the gild could have been founded without any charter, there can 
be little doubt that this charter was got in the hope of smoothening the way 
towards the licenses of mortmain which were needed to enable the gild to 
hold lands ; and which licenses would be more likely to be given when the 
gild was thus formally acknowledged. There seems, indeed, to have been 
some obstacle in the way of this gild as to getting these licenses; for this 
Return shows that, forty-eight years after the gild had been founded, the 
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was, two months later (20th July), confirmed by an inspeximus 
charter, under the new Great Seal.* This seeond charter is also 
set forth ; and then follow the Ordinances. 

licenses were not yet got. Probably the hitch arose through some of the 
middle lords ; the license of every middle lord being quite as essential as 
the license of the Crown. The way in which these licenses are spoken of 
near the end of this Return, seems to point to these middle lords as giving 
trouble on this matter. See after, p. 231. 

* The curious facts here stated as to the Great Seal are instructive. 
Superficial writers on English history often point to the frequent confir- 
mations of Magna Charta, as showing that it was not much heeded. The 
facts are exactly the reverse. The Great Seal has always been held to 
carry unimpeachable authenticity. But every Great Seal bears the style 
of the reigning king. Parliament insisted on one king after another re- 
affirming the Great Charter, under oath and the Great Seal, in order that 
it might not be pretended that the obligations contained in it were per- 
sonal only to any one king. The same idea is well illustrated, though in 
another shape, in the present case. The letters patent (or “charter”) 
of 20th May were sealed with the Great Seal then in use. But, another 
Great Seal having come into use soon after, the Gild Merchant of Coventry 
took the wise precaution to have the same identical letters patent exem- 
plified under the new Great Seal, so as to stop all quibble. This was a 
new Great Seal under the same king (not the only change of the sort in 
Ed. III.’s time), and not the Great Seal of a new king. But the principle 
is the same, and it is only brought out the more strongly by such an 
illustration. 

These changes in the Great Seal of Ed. III. give rise to some puzzling 
questions. We learn from the Close Rolls (14 Ed. III. p. 1, m. 33, d), under 
date of 2 1st February, that it was, on that day, made known to all the 
Sheriffs in England, that Ed. III. had taken the style of King of France, 
and that a new Great Seal would be therefore made, and would be thence- 
forth used ; all which would be explained to the Parliament that was to 
meet on Wednesday next after Mid-lent Sunday (29th March, 1340). The 
same Close Roll, a little further on (m. 35, d), tells us that, on the 1st 
March following, the King gave into the hands of the Master of the Rolls 
a Great Seal then newly made [ de novo f ab Heat am] for use in England, 
and which he had brought with him from abroad ; the Master of the Rolls 
at the same time giving up to the King the Great Seal that had been used 
while the King was in parts beyond sea. It is added, that the Master of 
the Rolls, on the same 1st March, opened the purse in which the new Great 
Seal was kept, and piit it to use. [Eodcm die aperiri, ct brevia hide con- 
si gnari, fecit.'] This 1st March would, however, be four weeks earlier than 
the time when the promised explanation would be given to Parliament ; 
and possibly the Parliament might demur to the new seal. The Rolls of 
Parliament show that much jealousy was felt at the King's having taken 
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Fir>t : the bretlumi ami .shsterai of the gihl shall find as 
many chaplains ns the means of the gild can well afford ; and 
shall enlarge or Ie»en the number of chaplains according to the 
more or lev* nourishing state of the gild ; saving to the bretheren 
and sisteren of the gild who are fallen into poverty the finding 
of their means of living, according as need may he, as is here- 
after said ; and also saving the reasonable costs and charges of 
the gild. And such chaplains, if the gild can keep them, shall 
be wise and fit men, of honest and chaste life, and shall be 
chosen by the Master, bretheren, and sistcrcn of the gild ; and 
they shall read, pray, and chaiint, for the welfare of holy church, 


the style of King of France ; for it was formally declared, in this very Par- 
liament, and admitted under the Great Seal, that the Lords and Commons 
of England owed no allegiance to the King as King of France, but only as 
King of England. What then was the Great Seal actually in use in the 
May following? The Coventry Charter of 20th July expressly says that 
the Charter of 20th May was sealed with “the seal which we then used 
in England ” sigillo quo tunc utebumur in Anglia] ; and, after setting 
forth the words of the Charter of that date, adds, that this charter is (on 
20th July) exemplified “under the seal which we now use in England,” 
sigillo quo nunc utimur in Anglia], It is therefore unquestionable 
that an authentic Great Seal was in use in England on 20th May, which 
was not the same as that which was in use on 20th July, though both were 
used in the name of King Ed. III. The question is, was the general use 
of the new Great Seal, bearing the new style of Ed. III. as Kfngof France, 
delayed until July, notwithstanding the writ sent round to the Sheriff on 
2 1st February and the Close Roll of 1st March ; or, was the seal used in 
July a epccial Great Seal, used in the King’s name, but, in the absence of 
the King, by the Duke of Cornwall (Edward the Black Prince)? The 
Duke had been declared, by the same Parliament of 1340, Warden of the 
kingdom during the absence of Ed. III. in France. Bearing in mind the 
facts, as to two seals, stated in the Close Polls of 1st March, the latter is 
]*:rhaps the true explanation of this puzzle of dates and seals. The 
Charter of May is tested by the King himself; that of July is tested by 
the Duke of Cornwall. Still, there is a difficulty in accepting this ex- 
planation, inasmuch as the above Return expressly tells us that the reason 
for gating the second Charter was, that the inscription ( i.e . the style of 
the King) round the seal had been changed : — “Quele chartre feust apres 
renouellez par mesme laid, par cause que lescripture de soun seal feust 
chaungcr 
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for our lord the King, the Queen, Archbishops, Bishops, and 
other prelates and clergy of the realm, for dukes and duchesses, 
earls and countesses, barons and baronesses, and all other good 
men, and for the commonalty of the realm of England, and for 
all the bretheren and sisteren of the gild, and for all the good- 
doers to them. And if these chaplains, or any of them, mis- 
behave, they shall be removed, and other fit persons shall be 
put in their stead. 

Also, if any man or woman of the gild, who has been helpful 
to the gild according to his means, has, by mishap, and not by 
any fault of his own, fallen into poverty, the gild shall lend him 
a sum of money, to trade and make gains with, for one year, or 
two, as they think well, without taking anything for the loan. 
And if any man or woman of the gild becomes so feeble, through 
sickness or old-age, that he can neither work nor trade for him- 
self, he shall be maintained, at the cost of the gild, in such a 
manner as befits his need.* 

No man nor woman who has been openly reputed or 
charged as guilty of any shameful crime, f shall be taken into 
the gild. And if any one, after he has been taken into the 
gild, falls into any such crime, he shall be put out from the 
gild. 

Every year, on the feast of the Assumption of our Lady, there 
shall be a gathering of the Warden, brethei’en, and sistei'en, to 
celebrate the feast ; and to look over and examine the affairs of 
the gild, and all that concerns them. 

Once every quarter there shall be a gathering of the Mastei*, 
bretheren, sisteren, and chaplains, to pray and chaunt for the 
welfare of the noble King Edward, the Queen Isabella his 
mothex', the queen Philippa his wife, our loi’d the Prince, son of 
our noble lord King Edward ; for the welfare of all the bretheren 

* The original of this generous clause is as follows : — “ Et si ascunc 
homme ou femme de la dite fraternite soit si feble, par maladie ou veillesse, 
qil ne purra trauailler ne marchaunder, il serra troue, a les costages de la 
dite gilde, coucnablement solonc ce quo soun estat demaunde.” 

+ The words of the original are : — “ Appertement allose ou esclaundre 
de ascun crime abhominablc. ” See before, p. 158, and the note * there. 


stated in this 
Ordinance. 


Any chaplain 
misbehaving, shall 
be removed. 


If any one of the 
gild is overtaken 
by mishap, the 
gild shall advance 
him .a free loan to 
trade with. 


In case of sickness 
or old age, the 
gild shall main- 
tain the sufferer. 


No one charged 
with crime shall 
be taken into the 
gild ; and any 
gild-brother 
falling into crime, 
shall be put out 
of the gild. 


The gild shall 
meet every year, 
to keep l lie feast 
of the Assumption, 
and to deal with 
the affairs of the 
gild. 

Once every 
quarter, the g ; Id 
shall meet, and 
have prayers said. 
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and histenit of tin* gild ; f»»r tin* soul* of tin* dead ; for tin* 
souU of 1 1 10 brrthnvn and M^term of tin* gild ; and for the souls 
of tin* good-dot r* to tin* gild, and of all Christians. 

No one of the giM shall raise a quarrel, or uphold any wrong- 
doer. in the name of the gild, or to the discredit of the gild, on 
pain t f being put out from the gild for ever. 

When any brother or sister of the gild dies, each of the 
chaplains shall elmunt for his soul, by his name [ and sur- 
mnn- of baptism], for a whole year next following ; and the 
saitl name and surname of baptism shall he written on a 
tablet, and put on the altar, in the place where the chaplains 
elmunt. 

If any brother or sister of the gild dies and is buried outride 
the city, so soon as the Master knows it, he shall call together all 
the chaplains of the gild, the u clerks/’ and the other good men of 
the gild, and they shall fulfil watch, dirige, mass, and oblations, 
ns if the body were present ; and the “ bedeman ” shall pray for 
the soul of the dead, and for the souls of all Christians, at the 
cost of the gild. 

If any brother or sister of the gild, at the time of his death, 
is so poor that he leaves not enough wherewith to pay for his 
burial, lie shall be honorably buried, as becomes a brother or 
sister of the gild, at the cost of the gild. 
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Whicli articles aforesaid, the Master, bretheren, and sisteren 
have ordained shall endure for ever, according to the purport 
thereof. And the gild has continued and been managed accord- 
ing to those ordinances. 

Moreover, the said Master and bretheren shall he sworn that 
they will, in good faith, uphold and put in force the articles afore- 
said. And the Master shall be sworn that he will well and 
loyally keep and expend the goods and chattels of the gild ; and 
that he will render a true account thereof, at the end of every 
year, before auditors chosen by the bretheren. 


The Master, bretheren, and sisteren of this gild have divers 
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goods ; that is to say, maser tankards,* vessels of pewter and 
brass, and napery, worth xx.li . ; and gold and silver in the trea- 
sury, to the sum of xx. marks. 

And they have also chalices, vestments, liveries, and other 
ornaments of holy church, for the use of the chaplains in divine 
service, worth xv. marks vj.s. viij.d. 

Also, certain well-wishers to the gild now hold certain lands, 
houses, and rents, worth xxxvijA'. xij.s. iiij.d a year; which 
they wish to make over to the gild in mortmain, if they 
can get the license of our lord the King, and of the other 
[middle] lords of whom the said lands, houses, and rents are 
held. 

And the Master and bretheren of the gild, with the consent of 
those who now hold the lands, houses, and rents aforesaid, find 
every year four chaplains ; who have, for their yearly salary, 
xxxij. marks ; the bretheren and sisteren finding such vessels 
and naperyt as are needed, worth xl.s. 

Out of the rest of the profits of the lands and houses afore- 
said, and out of the goods and chattels of the gild, they find 
means of living for thirty-one men and women, who are unable 
either to work or to gain their own living ; and the charge of 
this amounts to xxxv.li. iij.s. a year. 

Moreover, one of the houses before- named is kept as a 
lodging-house,]: with thirteen beds, to lodge poor folks coming 
through the land, on pilgrimage or any other work of charity, 
in honour of God and of all saints. And there is a Governor of 
this house, and a woman to wash their feet, and whatever else 
is needed. The yearly cost hereof is x.li. 

The bretheren and sisteren, on the feast of the Assumption of 
our Lady, are clad, some of them in livery suits at their own 
cost, and others in hoods at the common cost of the gild. And 
the poor whom they provide for, arc every year clad in gowns 
and hoods worth x.li. and more. 

* See before, p. 174, note. t “Vessel et Naprie.” 

X The words are : — ‘ ‘ Et auxint il ad en vn des tenement} suidit? vn 
comune herbegerie de tresje lites, pour herbeger les poueres venantj,” &c. 


The gikl possesses 
valuable tankards 
and other goods, 
as well as money 
in gold and silver. 

It also possesses 
chalices, vest- 
ments, Ac., for the 
use of the 
chaplains. 

And a large 
annual rental, 
from lands, houses, 
and rent charges, 
is held for its use ; 
awaiting the 
getting of licenses 
of mortmain from 
the king and the 
middle lords, so 
as to become 
vested in the gild. 

Out of this annual 
rental, four 
chaplains are paid 
salaries ; the gild 
finding the need- 
ful vessels and 
linen. 


The gild also 
maintains thirty- 
one men and 
women, at a heavy 
yearly charge. 


They also keep a 
lodging house with 
thirteen beds for 
poor travellers ; 


with a governor, 
a woman to wash 
their feet, and all 
else that is needed 


On their feast-day, 
the bretheren and 
sisteren are clad 
in livery ; some in 
a full suit at their 
own cost ; others 
in hoods at the 
cost of the gild. 
Their almsmen 
are clad in gowns 
and hoods by the 
gild. 
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[This Return is in«I«*r>c<l : “ Gihln Morvutnrin do Coventrc.” 

Tin re nro time other Returns from Coventry, in the* bundles 
ofwh.it remain of those that wore sent up in .Innuary 1389. 
Two only of these are in fair condition ; and it will he enough, 
in their 011*0. as in that of Hull,* to give n short outline of each, 
without setting forth the whole of the ordinances.] 


Lie*" v of mort- 
main, -lated I* tli 
May, a.d. I3«". 


Tl* Ordinances. 
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IMp sltall be 
fT'en to those who 
)4\e *uf!ere<l 
through sudden 
losses. 


A livry suit shall 
l*e won;; n «1 
Urcl c* shiil be 
earned in pro- 
ci-^ion. 


A yearly mating 
sliall l»e hc*ld at 
th l^alace of the 
Hishop of Chester; 


(6) Gild ok Corpus Christi. f 

After a short preamble, an inspexhnus charter of 4th April, 
4 Richard II. (a.d. 1381), is set forth, which confirms a license 
of mortmain granted to the gild under date of 26th May, 22 
Edw. III. (a.d. 1348). 

The ordinances follow', ns made, says the original, by the 
Master, bretheron, and sistcrcn of the gild. 

Every year there shall he a meeting to make choice of a 
Master of the gild ; who shall be sworn to he good and loyal 
to our Lord the King, and to the Mayor and Bailiffs of the City 
of Coventry, and to this Gild. 

A chaplain shall be found : and four times a year the gild 
shall commemorate the bretheren and sistcrcn who are dead, and 
all good-doers to the gild. 

If any of the bretheren or sistcrcn of the gild falls into poverty, 
through fire, water, robbery, or any other worldly mishap, not 
being brought about through his own folly, the Master of the 
gild and the bretheren and sistcrcn shall give help, according 
to the means of the gild, until better times come. 

On the feast of Corpus Christi, all the bretheren and sistcrcn 
shall be clad in livery, at their own cost, and shall carry viij. 
torches around the body of Christ, when it is borne through the 
town of Coventry. 

Every year, on the Sunday after the day of Corpus Christi, 
the bretheren and sistcrcn shall meet, after the hour of noon, 
at the Palace of the Bishop of Chester within the city of 

♦ See before, p. 155. 
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Coventry ; and there the last year’s Master shall show to the 
bretheren and sistcren how what they have given has been spent : 
and the same day they shall choose another Master for the 
coming year. 

[Copies follow of three grants of land and houses to the gild, 
under the license of mortmain above named, Yvith a statement 
of the rents arising in each case. 

Then come inventories of the goods of the gild. First are put 
the things used by the chaplains in religious services, and those 
used in processions. The house inventory folloYVS, shoYving 
how well prepared this gild was for days of feasting : — ] 

There are, for the altar of the gild, a missal ; a chesible, with 
the alb and amyce, and tYvo “ cant 1- copes ” of “ blew r e satyn,” and 
two amyces of the same colour ; an altar-cloth, with a frontel, 
for the great feast-days ; * an altar-cloth, with a frontel, for holy- 
days ;+ four “ touwelles ;” two “cruetes du pewetcr ; ” a “ pax- 
brede ; ” a holder for torches ; three torches for the body of 
Jesus Christ ; three waxes ; a cross, with a spear, and four 
banners, for the procession made on the day of Corpus Christi ; 
eight torches for the same procession; a “ pal youn” of cloth of 
gold ; two “ corporalles ; ” a cheseble of cloth of silk, with albe 
and amyce ; an “ apparel du blewecarde ” for the altar ; a chest 
to put these things in : — all which goods are worth x. marks. 

And there are, for the array of the hall, four “ bankers,” 
eight “ tables,” six “ pair trestelles/’ and thirteen “ ffourmes : ” 
worth x.s. Also, for the “ botellerie et panterie,” six “ bor- 
elothcs seven “tOYvelles;” twelve “tankardes;” forty-six 
white cups; twelve salt-cellars of pewter : worth xiijs. iiij.A ; 
four coffers wherein to put these “ liustylment5,” Yvorth iij.s. iiij.A 
Also, for the array of the kitchen, five brass “pottes;” five 
“ paelles,” and a great stone mortar ; seven dozens of “ vessclles 
du peutre ;” a “brandhirne ; ” and other “ hustilment 3 ” for the 
kitchen : worth iiijJi. x.s. 
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(c) Gild of tin: Holy Trinity. 54 ' 

Aft< r n long preamble, a license of mortmain is set out, licarinjj 
date 23rd March, 38 Kdwanl 111 . (a.d. 1364), empowering the 
gild to bold lands ami rents. The ordinances follow. 

There shall be two chaplains. 

The bretheren and sisteren shall every year keep the feast 
of the Holy Trinity; and shall also commemorate the dead 
bretheren and sisteren, and the good-doers to the gild. 

If any brother or sister of the gild becomes so feeble, through 
old age or through any worldly mishap, that lie has not, and can- 
not earn, the means of living, lie shall have such help, at the cost 
of the gild, that he shall not need to beg his bread. 

If any one falls sick, the bretheren and sisteren and their 
chaplains shall visit him, so as to knowhow he is, and they shall 
give him such help as is needed. 

If anyone is poor, and dies in poverty, he shall be buried at 
the cost of the gild. 

Lands and houses, worth x. marks a year, are held for the gild 
under license of mortmain ; and other lands, bouses, and rents, 
worth xij. marks vj .s. viij.c/. a year, arc now waiting fora license. 

One chaplain is bound to say mass every day in the cathedral 
church of our Lady, before the Holy Cross, in the morning 
before sunrise ; so that all people, rich and poor, may hear it, 
and then go their way to the day's work. 

The gild finds livelihood, every year, for two poor bretheren 
and one sister, who arc unable to work for their living, at the 
yearly cost of iij.W. viij.s. vj.rf. 

[Tacked to the foregoing, is a fragment of the Return made by 
a Gild of St John Baptist. The fragment docs not contain 
twelve words ; and’ it is only by the indorsement, which still 
remains entire, that the name of the gild by which the Return 
was sent up, can be known. It is, however, remarkable that, 
in another bundle of these Returns (CCCIX.), there is found one 
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from the Gild of St. John Baptist of Coventry. It is in ex- 
tremely bad condition : torn, dirty, and far otherwise than 
inviting. As it is unlikely that two gilds of the same name 
should have existed in one place, it seems probable that the 
latter Return has got torn away from its proper place, and that 
it is really the continuation of the small fragment now found 
tacked to the Return from the Gild of the Holy Trinity.* 

It has been already seen, by an illustration given under the 
Gild of Corpus Christi, York,+ and will again be seen by an 
illustration given under one of the Exeter gilds, how confidently 
trust was put in the gilds, in order to assure the fulfilment of what 
private persons sought to have done after their own deaths. But 
an interesting illustration can be given, in the case of the Gild 
of the Holy Trinity of Coventry, of the same confidence placed 
in these gilds, and of what their chief officers were sometimes 
called on to fulfil, in matters of a very different kind. J 

The document to be now used in illustration of this state of 
facts, is too long to be given at full length. So much is given 
as touches the Master of this Gild of the Holy Trinity. To 
explain the matter, it must be stated that Edward Birmingham, 

* As it may be suggestive of other restorations of disjoined fragments, 
I leave this paragraph as it was written. Several years ago, I made a com- 
plete Kalendar of all the Returns in all these bundles, noting the particulars 
and condition of each Return, as found in its place. The above paragraph 
was founded upon a comparison of these notes, as thus made while going 
through the separate bundles. Since it was in type, I have compared, at 
the Public Record Office, the two pieces here spoken of ; and have found 
that they are, in fact, as above suggested, parts of one original Return, 
the torn edges of both exactly fitting together. On my showing the facts 
to the proper authorities, the parts have been joined together again, after 
a divorce of some centuries ; and the entire Return, thus made intelligible, 
will be now found in Bundle CCCVTII., attached to the Return from the 
Gild of the Holy Trinity, as it was sent up in January 1389. A memor- 
andum has been put on to the Return No. 127 in Bundle CCCIX., ex- 
plaining the cause of the removal of the membranes 123 — 126 to their 
proper place in Bundle CCCVIII. + Before, p. 143. 

J The Masters of gilds were very often asked to become witnesses to 
charter deeds touching land. I have, among my own muniments of title 
to an old family estate, charter deeds to which the names of the Masters 
of both the old Birmingham gilds, with their official descriptions as such, 
are found among the witnesses. 


Disjointed frag- 
ments of anotlu r 
gild-return from 
Coventry. 


Trust put in the 
good faith of the 
gilds. 


Oll.I) OY Till- 1101. V TUI.N IT Y , 


*21)0 


*srU - \ • U 

«• I .% ~tf % 

•^w- t<t«r, a. ix 
lift. 


the hi t, in the ilinvt line, of nn ancient family,* who were 
lonU of Birmingham r\eii before the incoming of William the 
Bu>t«nl, mnrrieil. as his first wife, Margaret, daughter of Cleranl 
I buirt t . She \u*y soon died, lea\ing only one daughter, Anne. 
Kdwnnl Birmingham married, as a second wife, Elizabeth, 
daughter of ‘‘the ryght worshipfvll S r Will 111 Lytleton, 
Knyght and thereupon he made a settlement in favour of 
his daughter Anne. This settlement is contained in a deed 
bearing date the 13th day of February, in the thirteenth year of 
Henry VIII. (a.i>. 1522), between William Shelley, “Scrgcnnnt 
at the lnwe,*’ one of the trustees of the settlement made on the 
first marriage, + “ onn the one partye,” and “Edward Byrmyng- 
h n m, of Byrmyngh n m in the counticof Warwyke, Esqer, onn the 
other partie.” After recitals as to the former settlement, it is 
declared that the feoffees shall “stanric and be seasyd of and in 
the sayd mano r of Byrmyngh n m, and of and in all other landes and 
tenements, rentes, reuereionSjScruices, and heredytamentes, whiehc 
now he to the sayd Edward in posscssyon or in vse wbn the sayd 
countyc of WaiT., as is aforesayd,” to the uses following : — ] 


Tiik Master of tiie Gild of Holy Trinity, Coventry, 

MADE RECEIVER AND KEEFER OF INCOME AND ACCUMULA- 
TIONS UNDER A FAMILY SETTLEMENT.} 

Land* in the That vs to say, of and in fourc pastures lying in the forcinc 

For^rnof Ilir* * 1 J # 0 

ruin^iiani vested in 0 f Byrmyngli a m, called t lie Ileybarnes, nowe in the teanurc of 

* The head of a younger brancli of the same family went over to Ireland in 
the earliest days of English presence there, and did great service. He was 
created Lord Birmingham of Athenry A.D. 1178. The Earldom of Louth 
was afterwards added to the honours of the family. These titles have 
only lately ceased to he held by the lineal successors of this branch. The 
family is still extant in Ireland, in direct descent from this old stock ; hut 
no one sr*em«, at present, to have taken steps to establish the claim to the 
ancient family titles. It is a costly thing to bring together all the proofs 
needed for establishing such ancient titles. 

t The other trustees were, 0 the Rygh[t noble] lorde Thomas, Marques 
Dorcett, S r Edward Belknape, S r Robert Wetton, S r Edward Greviie, S r 
Edward fh*rrers, Knyghtes ; Gerard Danett, Edward Wetton, Esquyres ; 
Rauffe Wryne, and Rychard Harres.” In the present deed, Serjeant 
Shelley represented the whole of them. 

£ Chapter House Miscellaneous Bag: Warwick, Bag I, No, 6. (In the 
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Jolm Shyltoue ; a medowe called the lake medowe, w 4 a more 
hterto adioyning called lake medowe more, in Byrmyngli a m 
aforsayd, nowe in the teanure of Humfre Holmann and Henry 
Dysonn : whiche sayd londes, tenementes, medowes, and pastures, 
parcell of the sayd mano r of Byrmyngh a m, the sayd Edward 
Byrmyngli a m couen a ntyth and grauntyth, by thes pi*esentes, that 
they be of the clere yerlye value of eight poundes, xiij.s. iiij.cZ., 
ouer alle charges ; and that the sayd feffies, and alle other 
persons that nowe be seasyd therof, shalle stande and be 
seasyd therof, and of euery parcelle thereof, to the vse of 
Anne, doughter of the sayd Edward and Margarett late hys 
wyffe, tyll the somme of one hundretlie poundes be leuyed and 
payd of the yerely reuenues and profytes therof, ouer and aboue 
alle charges of the receying and kepyng of the sayd money. 
Whiche somme of a c.li. shalbe receyued, of the proffites of the 
sayd landes, by thandes of Humfreye Symons and John Sheltone, 
or by thandes of any of them. And as the sayd profites and 
reuenues shalbe so yerly receyued of the sayd landes, to be 
delyuered into thandes and custodye of the maister or maistcrs 
of the yelde of the trynitye of Couentrye, vntyll the sayd somme 
of one hundretlie poundes be payd and leuyed. And so to 
remayne, to thuse of Anne, doughter of the sayd Edward 
Byrmyngh a m and Margar 4 hys fyrst wyffe, towarde the prefer- 
ment and maryage of the sayd Anne. But yt ys couen a nted 
and agreyd bytweene the sayd parties, that the sayd Humfrey 
Symons and John Sheltone, nor other heraft 1- to be named or 
appoynted for the receying of the sayd rentes and profites, shalle 
receyue yerly, of the profites of the sayd pastures, mores, and me- 
dowes, but only tenne markcs, tylle the sayd hundretlie poundes, 
ouer and aboue the charges of the receying and keping of the 
same, be leuyed ; and alle the resydue of the profittes, the sayd 
Edward Byrmyngh a m shalle liaue to his owne vse. Alsoe yt ys 

Public Record Office.) The Master of a Coventry gild was fixed upon 
for this purpose, for the obvious reason that the Master of one of the 
Birmingham gilds might be thought likely to be swayed by the attach- 
ment felt, on the spot, for the Birmingham family. No one could raise 
such an objection to the Master of a Coventry gild. 
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gnml Imwonc tin* Mi> t | parlws to thes indentures, tlmt yfT )t 
happene the Mi\d lmmfre Suimns nnd John Shcltmie, or 
nine of them, to decode, ihut than the xml Will 11 *, and Murye 
Danrtt, widowe, grundemothcr to the sayd Anne, or one of 
theme, or the e\eeuto r s of eny of theme, or the exeento r s of the 
t \eeuto r s of eny of theme, shade name ami nppoyute two other 
persons to rere) no the xml tene markes, to those and intente 
afore specyfied. Also yt vs couen ft nted and ngreyd bytwcnc the 
sayd partyes, that yf the maister or maysters of the yeld of 
Couontrve nforsayd will not reccyue and hane the custodye, 
yerlye, of the sayd tene markes, to tlmsc of the sayd Anne, thane 
the sayd money to be payd to snche place or places, person or 
persons, jls by the sayd Will 111 Shelley and Marye Danett, or by 
there executors, or by the exeeuto r s of one of theme, or by the 
executors of the executors of theme or eny of theme, slialbe 
thought most mete and conuenyent for the salue custody tlicrof. 
[After further provision made for Anne, under various contin- 
gencies, including the death of her father, the deed continues: — ] 
And yfT yt happene the sayd Anne to dye before her maryage, 
and after the sayd some of c M. or eny pareelle therof leuyed, that 
thane the sayd maister or maisters of the sayd yelde, or suchc 
persone or persons as slialbe appoynted to haue the reecytc of 
the sayd soinme and sommes of money, yf the hole somme, or eny 
parte or pareelle therof, thane he or remaync in ther lmndes, shalle 
redclyuer the sayd some of c .li., and eucry suchc parte or pareelle 
therof as slialbe leuyed and gatheryd at the tyine of the detlie 
of the sayd Anne, ouer and aboue the charges of the rceeying 
and kepyng of the same, vnto the liandcs of the sayd Edward 
Bvrmyngli a m, or vnto the sayd Elizabctlie liowe liys wyfle, yf 
she he longer lvuer. 
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BIRMINGHAM. 

(a) Gild of tiie Holt Cross. 

[The history of this gilcl is specially instructive. It has 
already been seen that there was a Gild Merchant in Beverley, 
which seems to have included the whole of the townsmen. In 
Winchester and in Worcester, as will be seen from documents 
printed in Part III. of this volume, there were Gilds Merchant, 
which seem also to have included the whole of the townsmen. 
In Coventry there was a Gild Merchant, the Return from which 
seems to assume that it was intended to be a general gild of the 
citizens, although, in point of fact, there were several other 
gilds in that city. In the case of Berwick-upon-Tweed, it will 
be found that a number of “ Particular Gilds ” were merged into 
one “ General Gild ” for all the town. But in none of these 
cases are we able to know the circumstances under which the 
gild was first brought into being ; nor can we find whether it 
was (as has been heretofore alleged), a matter of course, and not 
merely an incident, that a gild which embraced a whole town 
should be called a “ Gild-Merchant.” In the case of the 
Gild of the Holy Cross of Birmingham, we are able to trace 
every step of its beginning, and to see that, while its establish- 
ment was the deliberate work of the whole town, and that it was 
thoroughly carried out for the good of the whole town, it was 
yet not a “ Gild-Merchant.” 

The records from which the story of the foundation of this 
gild is learned, illustrate in a striking manner the true and 
practical constitutional principles which, long ages ago, found 
their home in England : of which the fundamental basis was, 
that, in a sound political society, the men who make it up 
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must W trust* <1 ; mul t lint the men of every neighbourhood must 
l *c s t understand tlirir own nllairs, and ought to be held hound 
to fulfil tln ir duties to their neighbours.* 

1 now give translations of the two records which show the 
In ginning of this gild. The first of these states some earlier facts, 
while sitting <n foot, by the Writ culled the 44 Writ ad quod 
r/i/m/mm,” nn inquiry, on the spot, by men of the neighbourhood. 
The second gives such authority as the very limited power of the 
Crown enabled it to give, for the endowment of the gild ; and 
which proposed endowment it was that made a license of 
mortmain necessary.] 


Writ ad Tuodf 
d i mm/m, 

)'*li Jul\, a.D. 
1372 . 


A f -rmcr licence 
of m*'*ntnjifu U 
red led. under 
«)itcli chaplains 
*»erv to be 
endowed. 


(i) Writ for Inquiry, to he made by a Jury on the 

SPOT, TOUCHING THE PROPOSED FOUNDING OF THE GlLD.J 

Richard, by the grace of God, King of England and France 
and Lord of Ireland, to our well beloved Thomas Iialcghc, our 
Eschcater in the County of Warwick, Greeting. Whereas, on 
the twenty-fifth day of October, in the sixth year of our reign, by 
our letters patent, we granted license to Thomas Sheldone, since 
dead, and to John Colleshulle, John Goldsmythe, and ‘William 
atte Slowe, Burgesses of Bermyngcham, enabling them to give 
and assign certain lands, tenements, and rents, not held of us in 
chief, in Bermyngcham and Egebaston, worth twenty marks a 
year, to two chaplains, for the celebration of divine service in 


* In our days, instead of the responsibility being felt by the men of 
ever}' neighbourhood to fulfil all that the welfare of the neighbourhood 
requires, doctrijmirism has superseded the constitutional life of the people 
by an array of costly “ Commissioners” and “ Inspectors,” who assume to 
dictate to men everywhere what they are to do. Hence, the most modest 
statement of the simple hut sound principles that form the basis of the 
English constitution, bewilders many. No greater misfortune can overtake a 
State than when, as now in England, the noblest branches of knowledge and 
study, and those most vital to a free people, — namely, the knowledge and 
the study of the Institutional Life and of the Constitutional History of the 
State, — are neither taught nor cared for in schools, colleges, or universities. 
Thu material for this knowledge and study is richer in England than any- 
where else in the world. Some further illustrations of it will be found in 
Bart III. of this volume, and in the Introduction. 

t Translated from the original, which is in the Public Record Office ; 
but it is, oddly enough, there put among the Inquisitiones post mortem . 
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tlie church of St. Martin of Bermyngeham, to the honour of God, 
the blessed Mary his Mother, the Holy Cross, St. Thomas the 
Martyr, and St. Katherine ; to be held by the said Chaplains 
and their successors for ever ; as in our letters patent aforesaid 
is more fully set forth.* And now the Bailiffs and Commonalty 
of Bermyngeham have prayed us that, instead of those letters 
patent, which have never, they say, taken effect, we will, for us 
and our heirs, grant license that they may make and found, in 
honour of the Holy Cross, a Gild and lasting brotherhood 
of bretheren and sisteren among themselves in the said town, 
to which shall belong as well the men and women of the said 
town of Bermyngeham as men and women of other towns and of 
the neighbourhood who are well disposed towards them : And 
that they may make and ordain a Master and Wardens of the 
said Gild and brotherhood, who shall have rule and governance 
over the same : And that they may make and found there a 
chantry, with chaplains to celebrate divine service in the church 
of St. Martin of Bermyngeham : And that they may do and 
find there other works of charity, for our welfare and that 
of the Queen, and for the bretheren and sisteren of the said 
Gild and brotherhood, and for all good-doers to them, and for 
their souls’ sake and those of all Christians, according as the 
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ordering and will of the said Bailiffs and Commonalty shall 
appoint in that behalf : And moreover, that we will, for us 
and our heirs, grant license to the said John Colleshulle, 
John Goldsmythe, and William atte Slowe, that they may give 


* The reason why the letters patent of 6 Richard II. never took effect, is 
not hard to find. Wyclif and Piers the Ploughman were then abroad in the 
land, in the immediate neighbourhood of Birmingham. A chapel had been 
built in Deritend (see after, p. 258), in which it is very remarkable that 
no provision was made for any chantry, or for any services for tlie dead. 
The original letters patent of 6 Richard II. contained the clause, always 
inserted in such cases, that the license could not be availed of until the 
scheme had been approved after full and open inquiry made by the men 
of the neighbourhood. This seems to have been found hopeless, so long as 
the endowment was intended to be limited to formal church services. It 
redounds much to the honour of the endowers, that they consented to 
merge their original scheme in the larger work of a gild of the whole town. 
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nnd n^ign, to the Miid Muster and \\ union*?, eighteen messuages, 
throe tofu, six hitch of land, and forty shillings of rents, with 
the appurW nances, in lhrmvngchum and Kgchastou, to have 
and to hold to the said Master and Wardens, and their sue- 
et^surs, Masters and Wardens of the said Gild and brotherhood, 
to enable them to find two chaplains to celebrate divine service 
in the church aforesaid, and to find other works of charity for 
ever, according to the ordering and will aforesaid ; such lands, 
tenements, and rents, not to be any that arc held of us in chief. 
Now wc wish to know whether or not wc can fulfil this prayer 
without harm or danger to us or to others; and, if it be 
to the harm or danger of us or others, to what harm and what 
danger, and to whose harm or danger, and how and whence ; 
and further, of whom the said messuages, tofts, lands, and rents, 
are held, and by what service, and what kind and manner of 
service ; and how much the said messuages, tofts, and lands, 
are yearly worth, according to the true value of' the same ; and 
who and how many are the middle lords of those messuages, &c., 
between us and the aforesaid John Colcshulle, John Goldsmythe, 
and William atte Slowe; and what lands and tenements will 
remain to the said John Colleshullc, John Goldsmythe, and 
William at tQ Slowe, after the proposed gift ; and where and of 
whom these arc held, and by what service, and what kind and 
manner of service, and how much they arc yearly worth : And 
whether the lands and tenements remaining to the said John, 
John, and William, after the proposed gift, will be enough 
to fulfil the customs and services which arc bound to be ren- 
dered, as well in respect of the messuages, tofts, lands, and rents 
proposed to be given, as in respect of the other lands and tene- 
ments which will be kept by the givers ; and also to meet all 
other burdens which it belongs to the holders thereof to bear, 
— such as suits, views of frank-pledge, aids, tallages, watches, 
fines, redemptions, amerciaments, contributions, and all other 
charges whatsoever incident thereto : And whether the afore- 
said John, John, and William will still be liable to be put on 
assizes, juries, and all other recognisances whatsoever, the 
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same as their ancestors have heretofore been: — So that, 
through the proposed gift, and in default of the givers, the 
neighbourhood may not become charged or burdened more 
than has been wont.* We therefore command you that, upon 
the oath of good and law-worth men of your bailiwick, by 
whom the truth of the matter may be able to be the better 
known, you do forthwith make Inquisition t touching all that 
is aforesaid ; and that, without delay, you do send the same, 
clearly and openly taken, into our Chancery, with the seals put 
thereto of yourself and of those by whom it shall be made : and 
therewith send this writ. Witness myself at Nottingham, on 
the ioth day of July in the 16th year of our reign. 

[The jury having made the inquisition on the Saturday next 
after the feast of St. Peter ad vincula (ist August) in the same 
year,{ say that the establishment of the gild will not bring harm 
or danger to any one ; and that neither will the proposed 
License of Mortmain bring harm or danger to any one. They 
say through what middle lords the lands, &e., proposed to be 
given, are held. A statement is added of the other property in 
Birmingham belonging to the givers ; and the jury say that this 
property will be enough, after the proposed gifts have been made, 
to meet all charges, customs, and services, due both from the 
lands, &c., proposed to be given, and from what the givers will 
still hold ; that the givers will still be liable to be put on juries, 
&e.j and that thus the neighbourhood will not, by reason 
of the proposed gift, become more heavily charged or burdened 
than has been wont. Thereupon, the following License of 
Mortmain was granted : — ] 

* The original words of this most significant clause are, — “Tta quod 
patria, per donacionem et assignacionem predictas, in ipsorum Johannis, 
Johannis, et Willelmi defectum, magis solito non oneretur seu gravetur.” 
Every owner of land holds it, under the English constitution, subject to 
several obligations ; and he cannot be allowed to be sentimentally gene- 
rous, if the so doing will throw more obligations on his neighbours. 
‘'Patria,” in such cases as this, must be translated as “ neighbourhood.” 

f The word “inquisition” here means, not only the fact of an inquiry 
clearly and openly made, but the further fact of putting the result of this 
inquiry into writing. 

J The original is fastened to the Writ. See before, p. 240. 


so that the neigh- 
bourhood shall 
not become more 
heavily charged 
than before. 


Let a jury be 
summoned, and 
make inquisition 
as to all these 
things. 


The inquisition is 
duly made. 


on n or Tiir iioi.y cross, 


L‘ U 


(.') Lirrrrns Patcvt and Licknsk or Mortmain, upon tiii: 
kocndatiox or tiii: Gild or tiii: Holy Cross.* 
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The Kim; to all. &c., Greeting. Know ye, that whereas on 
the 25th Oetoher in tiie sixth year of mil* reign, by our letters 
patent, we granted license to Thomas Shcldone, now dead, John 
Cole-hnlle, John Goldsmythc, and M illiam attc Slowc, Burgesses 
of Bennyngeham, enabling them to give and assign certain lands, 
tenements, and rents, with their appurtenances, in Bennyngeham 
and Egebaston, not held of us in chief, and worth x.\. marks 
a year, to two chaplains, for the celebration of divine service in 
the church of St. Martin of Bennyngeham, to the honour of 
God, the blessed Mary his mother, the Holy Cross, St. Thomas 
the Martyr, and St. Katherine ; to be held by the said chaplains 
and their successors for ever; as in those letters patent is more 
fully set forth: — Now, in consideration of onr said letters 
patent, which have never, as is said, taken eilect, and which the 
Bailiffs and Commonalty [of Bennyngeham] have sent back into 
Tiie former iic«n»c our Chancery to be cancelled, and upon the prayer of the 

U cancelled. 

Bailiffs and Commonalty themselves, and for fifty pounds which 
they have paid to us, we do, for us and our heirs, so far as in 
us lies, grant and give license to the said BailifFs and Com- 
i.iremo i. riven to moiialty, that they may make and found, in honour of the 

JiHiitd Hie gild. 

Holy Cross, a Gild and brotherhood of bretheren and sistcren 
among themselves in that town, to which shall belong as well 
the men and women of the town of Bennyngeham as men 
and women well disposed in other towns and in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and that they may make and ordain a Master and 
Wardens of the Gild and brotherhood, who shall have rule and 
governance over the same ; and may make and found a chantry, 
for the celebration by chaplains of divine service in the church 
of St. Martin of Bennyngeham ; and may do and find other 
works of charity, for our welfare and that of the Queen, and 
for the bretheren and sistcren of the said Gild and brothcr- 


wilh Master and 
\\ ardti s, &c. ; 


nnd to do works 
o' cluority ; 


* Patent Rolls, 16 Richard II. p. 1, m. 15. 
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hood, and for all good-doers to them, and for their souls’ sake 
and those of all Christians, according as the ordering and will 
of the said Bailiffs and Commonalty shall appoint in that 
behalf. And further, we grant and give license, for us and ami t0 ll0,d lands 
our heirs, to the said John Colesliulle, John Goldsmythe, and 
William atte Slowe, that they may give and assign to the 
said Master and Wardens eighteen messuages, three tofts, six 
acres of land, and forty shillings of rent, with the appurten- 
ances, in the said towns of Bermyngeham and Egebaston, 
which are not held of us, to have and to hold to them and 
their successors, Masters and Wardens of the said Gild and 
brotherhood, to enable them to find there for ever chaplains 
to celebrate divine service, and to do other works of charity 
for ever, as aforesaid, according to their ordering and will. And 
we grant our special license to the same Master and Wardens 
that they may take the messuages, land, and rents aforesaid, 
with the appurtenances, from the aforenamed John, John, and 
William, and hold them, to themselves and their successors, 
finding thereout chaplains to celebrate divine service in the 
church aforesaid, and doing other works of charity, for ever, 
according to their own ordering and will as is before said ; the 
statute against putting lands in mortmain notwithstanding 
desiring that neither the aforesaid John, John, and William, 
nor their heirs, nor the said Master and Wardens nor their 
successors, shall, by reason of that statute, be charged, troubled, 
or in any way made to suffer, either by us or our heirs, or by 
any Justices, Escheators, Sheriffs, or other Baillifs or Ministers 
whomsoever, of us or our heirs : Saving however, to the chief 
lords of the fee, the services due and accustomed. Witness, &c. 

Given at Molton, on the 7th day of [Augustt]. 

* The Statute of Mortmain (see before, p. 195, note) enabled any middle 
lord, or, in his default, the Crown, to enter on lands given in Mortmain, 
and to treat them as forfeited. It followed, that the direct consent of every 
middle lord, as well as of the Crown, became necessary in every such case. 

But, thjs consent being given, after full local inquiry as above seen, the 
Crown and the middle lords were all alike estopped from claiming their 
right to enter on the lands as forfeited. Sec before, p. 226, note. 

4 In the copy of this license entered on the ltoll, the word is written 


(si u> o! i ii ii holy nu)s5 ; 


2 U) 


T1-* fclMDl of 
t rx f - » 1 

»V* « I m* % m 

WU7 U A*1 l«k.K«, 

A c. 


( .n.M «. ^ v f 

Ibc 


Records tou liliig 
Um (JiW. 


[The gild thus well lu gun, soon showul its active life. 
The ordinances made by it are not known to exist in any 
written shape ; hut other means remain of getting some 
knowledge of the work it did. Some leases granted by it arc 
still extant ; from which we learn that, whatever authority wan 
entrusted to t lie Master and Wardens, the “ assent and consent” 
of the hretheren and sistcren of the gild were necessary to all 
business transactions of any importance.* And by the same 
means we know that this gild had a common seal, which bore 
the following legend: — 

Su;ill’ : comunc : : sancuc : cvucis : t)c : 

bevm<^<;cli a m 

that is, — “The Common Seal of the Gild of the Holy Cross of 
Birmingham.” t 

Besides these direct remains of the gild itself, there are, in 
the Public Record Oflicc, many original documents which enable 
us to know the details of the property, and nj>t a little of the 
useful activity, of this gild, ns well as the special fact that it 
built a public hall for the use of the town, which w f as called 
indifferently “ the Town-hall” and “ the Gild-hall.” Enough 
of these documents shall be now set forth to give a general 
view' of the character of the gild : — ] 


July, but is plainly a mi-take of the scribe. See before, p. 243. Most of 
the letters patent copied on the same membrane as this, and on the mem- 
branes that come before and after it on the Roll, bear the date of August. 

* This was probably so in the case of most gilds possessing estates. The 
terms used in these leases are as follows (for example): — “ Willielraus 
Rydware, m agister Gilde sancte Crueis de Bermyngeh"m, fFratres etsorores 
eiusdem Gilde, de vnaniini assensu et eoncensu, tradiderint,” &e. The 
lease from which this is taken is in my own possession, and bears the date 
of a.d. 1426. Another lease, bearing the date of a.d. 1437, has lately been 
found by Mr. Joseph Hill, managing clerk to Messrs. Best and Ilorton, 
well-known solicitors in Birmingham, which those gentlemen have been 
good enough to place in my bands, and in which I find the same terms of 
assent and consent. To this lease is also attached an impression of the seal 
of the gild, which is in better condition than any other which I know of. 
The woodcut of the gild-seal which will be found at the end of the extracts 
here given as to this gnld, is taken from this impression (see p. 250). 

+ Birmingham i.s one of the not very numerous places in England that 
still keeps a name identical in sound, and almost identical in spelling, with 
what is found written in Domesday Book. There is little doubt that the 
old fir-t syllable i( Berm” is more correct than the modern “Birm.” 
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(3) Report of the Commissioners of 37 Henry VIII.* 

Gilda sancte crucis de Birmyngh a m. 

[The yearly income, from rents, &c., is set 

down in detail ; and amounts to] 

[The yearly outgoes are also set down in , . 

1 xxix. h. xx.d.ob. 

Et remanet clare per annum xlj.s. j .d.ob. 

The seyd Gylde was ffounded by Thomas Sheldone and other, 
in the xvj tb yere of Iiyng Edwarde the seconded to ffynd 
certayne prestes to syng dyvyne seruyce in the par [i] she Churche 
aforseyde for euer ; And to praye ffor the soules of the same 
flounders. ^ And in the same towne of Byrmyngh a m there be 
m.m. houselyng peaple. And, at Ester tyme, all the prestes of 
the same Gilde, w* dyuers other, be not sufficient to mynyster 
the sacramentes and sacramentalles vnto the seyde peaple. 
Also, there be dyuers pore peaple ffounde, ayded, and suckared, 
of the seyde Gylde, as in money, Breade, Drynke, Coles ; and, 
whene any of them dye, thay be buryed very honestlye at the 
costes and charges of the same Gilde, w t dyrge and messe, 
acordyng to the constitucyons of the same Gilde. And there 
hathe bene no landes nor tenementes .solde sythene the tyme 

* Certificates of Colleges, Warwick, No. 31. 

+ It has been already shown (before, p. 197, note) how worthless are 
any historical facts alleged in these certificates. The reader has, in this 
case, the demonstration before him, the original license of mortmain of 
16 Richard II. having already been set out. Yet this certificate alleges 
the foundation as having been in 16 Edward II.; while, to carry the 
absurdity further, the next certificate alleges it to have been in 16 Henry II. 
Such is the reliance to be placed, in old times as in modern, upon 
“ official reports.” 

X There is nothing in any of the documents touching the foundation 
of this gild as to praying for the souls of the founders. The divine service 
to be celebrated is stated, in this Report itself, a few lines lower down, 
to have consisted in u ministering the sacraments and sacramentals.” It 
is indeed true, as is proved by this and the next following Report, that 
“works of charity ” were considered to be helpful to the souls of the 
founders. (See before, pp. 241, 245.) The endowment of William Lencho 
has the same words. See after, p. 253. 


detail ; and amount to] 


j- xxxj.K. ij.s. x.d . 
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2000 houseling 
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luforo ImuMkI. And (In’ Inventory of (In’ ■ 'noilos and ornn- 
imnt«s to (he ’•.une Wlnn^ing. here-nfter dotlie njipore. 

[Hut no sncli inventory docs nppenr.] 


(,\) Kki'out of tii k Commission khs ok i Kdwahd VI.* 


Kuri^r ml*- 

A.I lO 

f-*mdal *n of 

lb* r-11. 


Income of the 
gOd. 


( luU'Xn of the 
pU. 


The Guilde of Jlriminclfm was flbunded by one Thomas 
Sheldon and other, in the xvjdi yerc of king Hcnrye the 
Secondejt and incorporate, by the name of M r and P>rethern 
of the guilde of tliolyc Crosse in brymyneham, fTor the main- 
tenaunec of eertein priestes j whereunto belonge 1 mules and 
possessions to the yerclye value of xxxij .li. xij.s. x.d. prima 
facie : w°h arc nowc, and have bene of longe tynie, conuerted 
as well to dcdcs of cliaryte and to tlic commen-welth there, as 
hereafter shall apperc xxxij. li. xij .s. x.d . 

Whereof, — 

In Rentes Resolute, as well to therlc of Wnrnvick as to 
diners other, going owte of the premisses, Iv.s. x.d.ob.q r ; 
In stipendes of priestes and other ministers of the churchc, 
xx. li. vj.s. viij.r/. ; In flees and annuytes, lx. s . ; flor bread and 
wync flor the churchc, xx.,9.; fTor hoping the Clockc and the 
Chyme, xiij.s. iiij.cZ. ; And in allowance flor Reparations of the 
same possessions, consisting moste parte in tenementes, com- 
munibus annis, iiij.a. In all xxxj./i. xx.s. x.d. oh. q r . 


Hate and jewels. 


Household rtuff. 


Works of charity, 


- XXV11J. OZ. 


So Remains xvi.s. vi xl.q r . 

Plate and Jewells to the same guildc 
belonging; viz., three chalices of 
silver, waying xxiiij. os., and a nuttc 
wth a cover, waying iiij.o^. ; in all 

Whereof, ij. chalices, waying xvj. 02 ., 
arc left flor Adminis .... 

Goodes, Ornamcntcs, and howsholld" 

stuffc, are praysed at 

Theare be relieved and mainteigned uppon the same pos- 


.xlj..s. viij.c/. 


* Certificates of Colleges, Warwick, No. 53. 
t See the note + on the foregoing page. 
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sessions of the same guilde, and the good provision of the Mr 
and bretherne thereof, xij. poore persones, who have their 
howses Rent free, and alle other kinde of sustenaunce, as welle 
ffoode and apparelle as alle other necessaryes.* 

Allso theare be mainteigned, w 1 parte of the premisses, and 
kept in good Reparaciouns, two greate stone bridges, and diuers 
ffoule and daungerous high wayes ; the charge whereof the towne 
of hitsellfe ys not hable to mainteign ; So that that 1 the Lacke 
thereof wilbe a greate noysaunce to the kinges ma ties Subiectes 
passing to and ffrom the marches of wales, and an vtter Ruyne 
to the same towne, — being one of the fayrest and moste 
proffittuble towne [s] to the kinges highnesse in all the Shy re. 

The said Towne of Brymyneham ys a verey mete place, and 
yt is verey mete and necessarye that theare be a ffree Schoole 
erect theare, to bring vppe the youthe, being boathe in the same 
towne and nigh thereaboute.f 

Howselinge people in the same Paroehe of Brimynch a m...M.DCCC. 

[From details given in the foregoing and other documents in 
the Public Record Office, I find that fees were every year paid 
by the gild to an organist, to a gild-clerk, to the keeper of the 
house and gardens of the gild, and to the Wardens of the gild ; 
while houses belonging to the gild were allowed to be occupied, 
rent free (in return, no doubt, for services habitually done to 
the gild), by a woman described as “the eommen midewyffe,” 
and by a man described as “ le Belman.”;}; 

* In another of the Certificates of Colleges (Warwick, No. 57), I find the 
following, as to the alms-houses in possession of this gild : — 

“ The poore. M d ., there are ffoure Tenementes, Called the Almes-liouses, 
allowed To diuers poore men and women, late of the sayd guilde, Kent fre. 
And allso diuers other Tenementes, which are not above charged, amount- 
ing to the yerelye Rent of xliiij.s. iiij.cZ., are lykewyse allowed to diuers 
other poore people in the same towne.” 

f The circumstances attending the foundation of the Free School in Bir- 
mingham will be found stated in the Introduction, in illustration of the 
course taken after the legislative plunder of English gilds. 

X It must be understood that what has been cited is by no means all that 
remains as to this gild. But, it having been shown that the gild was begun 
by the body of the townsmen, in their corporate capacity and by their cor- 
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will be ruinous to 
this fair town. 


A free school 
should be erected 
in the town. 


Ilouseling people. 
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It i* important to n thorough undent mding of the position 


of true Town GHtl*. Mich ns was the Gild of the Holy (.Voss of 


Birmingham, to have it renu inhered that their action was, in 
Th* '* o ruir evt rv sense, identified with the whole town. In many cities and 



plds which took place in the time of Edward VI. The formal 


description of the building, in many documents in the Public 
Piecord Office, is, u l? Town? Ilall, alias diet 1 le Guild?, 1 lall 11 Put 
this fact, and all the “works of charity” done by the gild, 


I*c*cdr>*n of 
Um t.u i * In 
old rwnnl». 


>• :1 cr ilil« 


M* n ut.* - 1 *n f J 

v • i .frn. nor the availed nothing to stay the ruthless rapacity of hungry courtiers. 

ofcUniv ° J 1 . 

d e, nr*! Uw A remarkable, and, so far as I know, a unique instance of stir- 


giM. 


rival, notwithstanding this rapacity, is found in the fact that 
a body which was called into existence to do the same sort of 
“works of charity” as were done by this gild, escaped the hand 
of the spoiler at this time, through (as it seems) the saving of 


the life-interest of the founder’s wife j and it 1ms come down to 


our own times, still doing, in Birmingham, the “ works of 
charity” which the old Gild of the Holy Cross was accustomed 
to do more than four hundred years ago, “ according to the 
ordering and will of the Bailiffs and Commonalty” of the town. 
The curious facts as to the thus happily saved relic of the 
old gilds of England, will be found next following.] 



p orate name, and it having been further shown, upon the admission of those 
who were set to make out a case against the gilds, that this gild fulfilled 
important public works, it is unnecessary to extend the citations. 


GILD CALLED u LENCHE^S TRUST,” BIRMINGHAM. 


251 


( b ) Gild commonly called “Lenche’s Trust.” 

[This Gild is a direct off-shoot of the Gild of the Holy Cross. 
An endowment was put into the hands of feoffees, who were, 
after the death of the founder’s wife, to do the same sorts of 
“ works of charity ” as the Gild of the Holy Cross was established 
to do, “ according as the ordering and will of the Bailiffs and 
Commonalty shall appoint.” Had this endowment been merged 
in the gild, it would have been lost to the town.* 

Many instances have already been given of the foundation, as 
well as the endowment, of gilds by one or more persons. In 
several cases it has been seen that, though the property was 
used towards the purposes of the gild, it remained still in the 
hands of persons generally called “ feoffees,” and was subject, in 
fact, to their disposition ; and that, sometimes, no license of 
mortmain was, through whatever cause, obtained for many 
years, perhaps never. + The present is another case, though 
happily a more lasting one, of this kind. 

One William Lenche, living in Birmingham at the end of the 
fifteenth and beginning of the sixteenth centuries, and the 
owner of lands there and in the neighbourhood, wished, being 

* No doubt the feoffees of William Lenclie carefully avoided using the 
name of “ Gild,” after the legislative plunder which had befallen the bodies 
so called. But for this, the “ Trust” would assuredly have soon been 
called a “Gild.” There is, in the British Museum, among the Harleian 
MSS., a curious instance of a body of feoffees formed, as far as can be 
made out from wills and ordinances, under circumstances very much like 
those of Lenche’s Trust. But these feoffees having unfortunately been in 
too great a hurry to call themselves a “ gild,” they fell, with the others, 
on the hapless day of the massacre of the gilds and the plunder of their 
property. This case happened in Bury St. Edmund’s. 

+ Two marked instances of this will be found in the cases of the Gild 
of SS. Fabian and Sebastian, Aldersgate, London (before, pp. 12, 13), and 
of the Gild Merchant of Coventry (before, pp. 226 note, 231). In each case 
the independence of the feoffees is expressly admitted on the face of the 
Return. Numerous other illustrations of the same tiling could be given. In 
such cases, if no license of mortmain was got, as well from the Crown as from 
all the' middle lords, before the year 1547, the feoffees may, by skilful 
tact, have saved their trust from the general plunder. But I do not know 
of any other case in which this happened than that of (m Lenche’s Trust.” 
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(.ii.i) c u.i.U) "u.Ntiih’> iittsr.” 
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childlf^s to follow tlu* example of the Ill's t cmlmvers of t lie Gild 
of tin* Holy Cross. P.ut lio wished, at the same time, to assure 
to liis wife, wliilc* she lived, the* ineoiue from his ('state. So, 
instead of getting licenses in mortmain to enable him to vest his 
lands in the Gild of the Holy Cross, he made a deed of feoffment, 
vesting them in persons therein named ; hut requiring these 
foofhts to pay the income to his w ife while she lived, and after- 
wards to apply it to identically the same “works of charity” as it 
has been seen that the Gild of the Holy Cross charged itself 
with fulfilling.* 

The original deed of feoffment still exists, together with the 
declaration by William Lcncho of his intentions. In 1628, an 
Inquisition was made under the Statute of 43 Elizabeth, cap. 4. 
This inquisition was made on the spot, by a jury of the in- 
cl wellers of Birmingham, to learn what had been done in the 
matter of Lenche’s endowment. The inquisition was duly made 
and recorded, in the same manner as the inquisition had been 
made and recorded before t lie founding of the Gild of the Holy 
Cross itself. A Decree followed upon that inquisition, which re- 
affirmed the purposes of the original endowment. From these 
documents and records, the purposes and ordinances of this relic 
of the old English gilds become plainly learned.] 


(1) Declaration of tiie intent of tiie feoffment of 
Lenche’s Lands. t 


Original declara- 
tion, by William 
J^nche, of llie 
intent of hi* 
endowment ; dated 

1 1 1 1 March, A. d. 


Md., the xj th clay of march e, in the xvij te ycre and raync of 
oure soucrayngc lorcle kynge henry viijth, that this ys the laste 
wyllc and Entent of Wylliam lcnche, of Byrmyngh n in, vppon hys 
dede of feofiement, Datyd the day of the makynge of this pre- 
sent wrytyngc, made vnto John shyltonc, of hyrmyngh a m afore- 
seide, Ryclmrde Swyft of the same, Roger redhylle, and otlicr 


* That this was so, is made certain by the deed of re-feoffment of J540; 
which expressed, in terms, the precise intentions of the endower, after the 
wife’s death. (See after, pp. 255, 256.) 

+ From the original in the possession of Mr. Charles Best, as Solicitor 
to “ Lenche’s Trust." I am indebted to that gentleman and to Mr. Arthur 
Ihland (lately Bailiff of the Trust) for the opportunity, with consent of 
the feoffees, of making use of these original documents. 
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moo, as more playnly clothe apeyre in the same dccle, of, in, and 
Appon, all his landis and tenements lyinge and beyngc whn the 
lordshippis of byrmyngh a m, Bordysley, Aston, Dudston, Saltcley, 
Nechellis, and lyttyll bromwyche, whn the Cowntye of War- 
wyke. ffyrst, I the seyd Wylliam lenche wyll, that the seid 
feoffes shall stande Seasyde of, in, and Appon, alle my landys 
afore-seide, w* ther appurtenauneis, to the vse of me the seid 
Wylliam lenche, and Agnes my wyffe, dewrynge oure lyvys, and 
the lenger lyuer of vs : And, after the clecesse of me the seid 
wylliam lenche and Agnes my wyffe, I Wylie J>t my seide feoffes 
shalle stande seasyd in ffee of the premyssis, to. ther vse and 
profettis of the same, to clystrybute in Warkis of Charyte, for 
the heylthe of the forseicl wylliam lenche sowlle and Agnes his 
wyffe.* 


Note. — It will strikingly illustrate some points closely connected 
with the history of English gilds, as touched on in the Introduction, if 
William Lenche's separate disposition of his personalty, by will, is 
here added. It is as follows 

“ IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. In the xxiiij. daie of the 
monethe of Marche, In the yere of our Lorde god m.v.xxv., I, 
William Lenche, being of hool mynde, make my testament, in maner 
folowing : ffirst, I bequethe my soule to allmyghty god, our blessid 
lady seynt mary, and all the holy company of heven ; my body to be 
buried whn the chirche of seynt marteyn of Byrmyncham. Also, 
I bequethe to the Raperacoun of the saide chirche, for my sepulture, 
vj.s. viij.t/. Also, I bequethe to euery preste present at the daie of 
my burying, vi.e/. ; And other Clerkis and mynestris after the vse. 
Also, I bequethe to seynt mary house of Co ventre, xij.c/. Also, I 
bequethe to seynt Chad of Lichefeld, xij.rf. Also, I bequethe to the 
highe Aulter of Byrmyncham, for my tithis forgoton, ij .s. Also, I 

* The deed of feoffment, to which the above is fastened, has, since 1628, 
undergone a strange mutilation, the object of which it is impossible to 
understand. The names of two of the original feoffees, as written in the 
deed, and which remained there until after 1628 (for they are stated in the 
inquisition taken in that year), have been scratched out. As several 
feoffments had then already taken place since the date of this deed, this 
mutilation was a mere act of wanton mischief. It could in no way affect 
the title. 


After death of 
Lenche and wife, 
the feoffees to hold 
the lands, to do 
works of charity, 
for the souls* 
heal tli of Lenche 
and wife. 


Will of William 
Lenche, dated 
24th March, a.d. 
152£. 


2 ~> l 


Cll.n CM.1II) " I.l.M III.'.'' TUl."T,” 


T1 c Work* of 
Clarity lol/e done 
ur.dcr tli endow- 
m* i*l, were of the 
same kind a* tlio>*e 
done by the *rild 
of the I lol v C ross. 


will that my obitc he oh*crucd euery moucthc in the yerc folowing 
after my decease : for cilery obitr, to pnMis and elerkis, iiij.5. Also, 

I brcjnrthe to the Rcparnrion of the j)a[ve]mentis of Kghaslnn streetc, 
iij.ae. inj.c/. AIho, 1 bequethe to euery of my god-childern, iiij.c/. 
Also, 1 hecjucthe to John Shdtone, vj..v. viij.c/. Also, 1 bequethe to 
Richard Swyft, vj.s. viij.c/. Also, I bequethe to William Symondis, 
vjjr. viij.c/. Also, 1 bequethe to Roger Redhill, vj.s. viij.c/. Also, 

1 beqmthc to John Ilipkh, vj.x. viij.c/. Also, 1 beejuethe to entry 
of my ffooffees, xij.c/. Also, 1 bequethe to William Payntone, 
my serimunt, xx.s. Also, I bequethe to Roger llawkys, iny 
scruant, xx.s. Also, 1 bequethe to William Kgynton, vj.*v. viij.c/. 
Also, I bequethe to John Bownell, vj.x. viij.c/. Also, 1 bequethe to 
Agnes Swapston, iijx. iiij.c/. Also, I bequethe to Margret Varnatn, 
iij.s. iiij.c/. The Residue of all my goodis, my dettis paid and this 
my testament fulfdlid, 1 give and bequethe to Agnes Eenche, my wife; 
Whom I ordcignc, constitute, and make, my soole Kxccutricc. And 
I make my supervisors, llumfray Symondis, gentilman ; Thomas 
Xorres, prc.ste; William Scgwyke ; and Roger flbxall. And I 
bequethe to llumfray Symondis for his labor, xx.s. Also, 1 bequethe 
to Sir Thomas Xorres, for his labor, xiij.s. iiij.c/. Also, I bequethe to 
William Scgwyke, for his labor, vj.s. viijc/. And to Roger flbxall, for 
his labor, vj.s. viij.c/. Theis witnesith : — Sir Thomas Xorres, Curat 
off Byrmyncham ; Sir Thomas Coinmerbache, Chapleyn; George 
Culhon ; And other.” 

This Will shows that the endowment put by William Lcnchc into 
the hands of feoffees, for doing “warkis of charyte ” in the town, 
was no piece of vanity, nor in neglect of social duties. Iri this Will he 
bears in mind, not only the offices of the Church, but all his friends 
and connections, and even the feoffees themselves, while lie leaves 
a sum (not a trifle in those days) for the doing, immediately, in one 
street, what the endowment was intended more largely to help in 
doing, after his wife’s death, throughout the town. 

Probate of this Will was granted, on 27th June, a.d. 1526, in the 
joint names of Cardinal Wolsey and Archbishop Warham.* 

[The words “ warkis of charyte,” used in the above declaration 
as to Lcnche’s lands, are the same as what are used in the writ 
for the inquisition ad quod damnum , and in the license of 
mortmain, touching the foundation and endowment of the Gild 

* Cardinal Wolsey is thus described: — u Thomas, miseracione diuina, 
tituli gancte Cecilie sacrosancte Itoinane ecclesie presbiter Cardinalin, 
Eboraci Archiepiscopus. Anglic Prirnas et Cancellarius, Apostoliceque 
sedis eciam de latere Legatus.” 
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of the Holy Cross.* It has been seen that, as matters of fact 
admitted even in the Certificates of Colleges themselves, the 
“works of charity” done by that gild were in the shape of 
(i) repairing bridges and highways, and (2) maintaining alms- 
houses and giving other help to the poor.t William Lenche, 
while assuring an income to his wife so long as she survived him, 
sought the same objects. His wife surviving him for some years, 
the first formal statement of the practical application of this 
foundation towards “ works of charity ” in the town, was made 
on the 29th March, 1540; which was made, it cannot be 
doubted, in express fulfilment of his known intentions. The 
master of the Gild of the Holy Cross was, at the same time, 
named one of the feoffees. It will be seen that the following 
ordinances, which still remain the laws binding upon this “ last 
of the gilds,” are identical in character and spirit with many 
of those older ones which are included in the Returns made in 

1389 =— ] 


(2) The Ordinances of the Gild.:}: 

[It was found, upon the Inquisition, that, in the deed of ^^"29*11'" the 
feoffment of 29th March, 1540, it is stated that the purposes of March > a . d . 15-10. 
the endowment, and the duties of the feoffees, were, to] apply 
and distribute all the issues and proffitts ariseing or growing 
out of the premisses, in manner and forme following : viz 1 -., That Tw0 feoffees shall 

0 be yearly chosen 

two of the ffeoffees aforesaid, with the consent of the rest of the the rest > t0 

* “ Opera caritatis ” are the words used in the original of each. 

f See before, pp. *247-249. 

J The whole of what follows is taken from the Inquisition and the 
Decree of 1628, both of which are in the Public Record Office. The 
former of these traces the history of “ Lenche’s Trust ” from its beginning 
till 1628. The latter confirms and re-states the objects of the endowment 
and the manner of working it. The course of the feoffees is indeed stated 
in the latter with more fulness than is done in the deed of 1540 ; but there 
can be no doubt that it is so stated in accordance with the long-established 
practice. The Inquisition is in Latin ; the Decree is in English. The 
feoffees have an old translation of the inquisition, which I have used for 
so much as is taken from that record, save where, as sometimes happens, 
there is a flagrant mistranslation. The great length of these documents 
prevents my giving more than the extracts that follow. 


l’.;g 


(.111) l \l I 1 L) " l.lNUll.V nu st,” 


• ' l« «*! r km\€ 


(1 ) In rv- 

^ ■»» » ajhI 

l»r . 

• *r oUx-rw -*c 
t 1- ti»c * 

I « 


(3) or to other 

jk*l> U99&. 


The two chosen 
* dJuiII 

\«rl\ p-\e to 
the* rN an 
oroMiPt o f the 
d- -tnliuli *n ; 


and Khali deliver 
o\cr all ui • j*?nt 
moneys. 

When only seven 
feo'he* remain 
)i> it c.nre-enfeoff- 
inei t, to fourteen, 
»hall l^e made ; 
and ko the feoff- 
ment l»e renewed 
for cur. 


( 'rdinancc3 in the 
decree of a.d. 
1C23. 


The same employ- 
ment >ha 1 \a: 
madeof the funds, 


flVofiVcs or the major part of them, by their common numina- 
eioun nml appointment,, tdiould receive yearely the rents ami pro- 
fiitl* of the promises, nml (In' same distribute for the uses 
following : Niz 1 ., IVor the repairing the ruinous waies and 
bridges in and about the same Towne of Birmingham, where it 
shall want ; And. for default of such uses, should bestowe tlie 
rents and profVitts of the premisses to the poor livcing within 
the Towne aforesaid, where there shall be most need, according 
to the appointment and disposicioun of the said 11 coffees for the 
time being, or the major jiart of them; or to other pious uses, 
according to the disereeioun and appointment of them the 
ITeuifces, or the major part of them. And that those two of 
the ifeoflees aforesaid who have been elected and nominated by 
the rest of the Ifeoflees to gather in the rents and profiitts of 
the premisses, and to distribute them in manner and forme 
aforesaid, should yearely, in the end of the ycare in which the) 
were elected, in St. Katherine’s Chapel, in the parish church 
of Birmingham aforesaid, before the rest of the Ifeoflees for the 
time being, or the major part of them, render a reasonable 
accompt of the distribucioun and non-distribucioun thereof, 
when they shall be thereunto required ; and the rents and 
profiitts of the premisses not distributed, shall there deliver 
or cause to be delivered to the rest of the ffeoffees or the major 
part of them. And alsoe, that as often as it shall happen that 
seaven of the said ffeoffees dye, those seaven who shall be then 
livcing shall enffcoffe of the premisses certain other honest men 
of the Towne of Birmingham : Who, soe being seised, shall re- 
enffeoffe the said seaven who shall survive and other seaven 
honest men within the Towne of Birmingham aforesaid ; soe, 
that is to say, that the said ffeoffment shall be renewed for ever 
in the same manner as is abovemcnciouned. 

[The Decree made upon this Inquisition, and which has, to 
this day, the force of law, under the Statute 43 Eliz. e. 4, con- 
firms the purpose of Lenche’s endowment, and the manner of 
working it. Tlius, the rents and profits] shall for ever here- 
after he implored to the same uses [as are stated in the deed of 
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29th March, 1540]; that is to say, to repaire the waies and 
bridges ruinose or in decay, or hereafter to be ruinose or in 
decay ; [and, in default of this use, to the poor of the town] ; 
or unto other godly uses, according to the oi’der and discrecoun 
of the said ffeoffees. 

And that the said two ffeoffees shall, vppon the Tuesday in 
Easter weeke, make their iust accompts, before the rest of the said 
ffeoffees, and other the enhabitaunts of the said Towne of Bir- 
mingham, of all their Receipts and disbursements during the 
tyme they haue exercised that office ; And that, if any money 
shall remayne in their hands, that the same shall be paid to the 
rest of the said ffeoffees, to be deliuered over to such other two 
as shalbe chosen into the said office for the year following. And 
that, vppon Tuesday in Easter week, yearely, in the afternoone, 
vppon the tolling of a bell, such meeting, for the purpose afore- 
said, shalbe had, and the like accompte shalbe made and taken, 
and two new officers chosen for the purposes aforesaid. 

[Long leases are prohibited ;* and leases are only to be made 
for twenty-one years in possession. Rents may be abated] for 
the releafe or ease of a poore tenaunte. 

[The feoffees must be renewed from time to time, as stated in 
the deed of 29th March, 1540; and all so appointed shall be 
of] the most honest and sufficient enhabitantes within the Towne 
of Birmingham. 

[All deeds, writings, &c.] shall be kept in a chest to be pro- 
vided for that purpose : the said chest to be kept in the parish 
Church of Birmingham aforesaid, or in some other convenient 
place, as to the said ffeoffees or the greater parte of them shall be 
thought fitt. Y e s d chest to be locked with three seuerall lockes 
at the least, w ch shalbe kept by three of the said ffeoffees. And 
such and so many of the said ffeoffees as will, shall and may 
take notes or copies of all or any such deeds, writings, and 
evidences. 

* Several leases had been granted for 99 years ; others for 21 years after 
the end of a lease then in being. All such leases are declared to be void 
in law. 


as was ordained 
in the Deed of 
1540. 


The yearly 
account shall be 
made on Easter 
Tuesday, before 
the feoffees and 
other townsmen. 


Moneys in hand 
shall be paid over 
to two officers, 
who shall be 
yearly chosen. 


The meeting for 
this purpose shall 
be held on the 
tolling of a bell. 


Long leases are 
forbidden. 


The feoffees must 
be renewed from 
time to time. 


All deeds and 
writings shall be 
kept in a chest, 
having three lodes 
thereto. 


Every feoffee may 
take notes or 
copies of any 
deed or writing. 
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lilrmli^uim and 
Deritend one 
borough. 


An old Gild In 
Deri lend. 


Oiapcl built in 
Ikrilend, a.d. 
1375 ; 


<;il.l> OF ST. JOHN* THE llMTIST OF nrniTr.ND, 

Ami for that wo are credibly given to understand that the 
bridge called Dirriden Bridge is in great decay, we do judge, 
order, and decree, that the said Bridge shall, with all convenient 
sj>eed, be repaired and amended by and out of the Rentes and 
proflit tes of the said premisses, as the same may be had and 
raised. And that the s (1 lleoiVees, or the greater parte of them, 
shall and may sell wood and timber from of[f] the said premisses, 
thereby to raise money to-wnrdes the repairc of the said Bridge, 
allowinge reasonable tymberfor the present repaire of the Build- 
ings uppon the premisses, to be provided or reserved vppon the 
said Leases. 

[The “Warkis of Charyte” ordained by William Lenche, 
a.d. 1525, to be done in Birmingham, still continue to he done 
there by his feoffees, in the spirit, and as near as can be to the 
letter, of these old ordinances.*] 


(c) Gild of St. John the Baptist of Deritend. 

[The old formal description of Birmingham was, “The 
Borough of Birmingham and Deritend the hamlet of 
Deritend, though in a different, but adjoining, parish, being 
a very ancient, and by no means the least important, part of 
the borough and lordship. A separate gild existed in the 
hamlet of Deritend. This is proved by a long series of charters, 
forming part of muniments of title in my own possession. Not 
only is this gild continually named in these, but it is named 
on account of houses that belonged to it. There was also 
founded in Deritend, in 1375, a chapel, which was liberally 
endowed by the inhabitants ; but as to which it is remarkable 
that, neither in the agreement made as to services therein, nor 
in the declaration of the purposes of endowment contained in 

* The annual income was, in 1868, over £2500 a-year, and will soon be 
much greater. Other gifts were, later, added to the original endowment 

of William Lenche ; but they were made for the same purposes, and are 
vested in the same feoffees. The ** Trust ” therefore rightly keeps to the 
name of the first and largest endower. 
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the License of Mortmain, is there any provision whatever made 
for any chantry, or for any services for the souls of the dead. 
So entirely unprincipled, however, were the proceedings that 
were taken to grasp as much as. it was possible to bring within 
that scheme of legislative plunder under which the English 
gilds were annihilated in the time of Edward VI., that the 
property of the old gild of Deritend, and that of the chapel en- 
dowment, were mixed up together, and were both described 
as belonging to a “chauntry,” though no chantry ever existed 
in the place ! To illustrate these facts, necessary to a true 
knowledge of the story of English gilds, but which would 
otherwise be deemed incredible, I now quote some of what 
is said, in the Certificates of Colleges, about the pretended 
chantry of Deritend, but which really mixes up together the 
endowment of the gild and of the chapel.*] 


(i) Report of the Commissioners of 37 Henry VIII.+ 


Cantaria de Derettende in parochia de A stone, ac infra 
Dominium de Byrmynghfm, in Comitatu predicto. 

[The yearly income, from rents, &c., is set] . . 

, . _ }> xnj.w. xix.a. 

down, in one sum] j 

[The yearly outgoes are set down in detail ; 

and amount to] 

Et sic in superplus iij.s. vij.cZ. 

There ys no ffoundacyon of any suche Chaunntry, but a 


xiijii. v.s. ij.cZ. 


* It is interesting to catch unprincipled people tripping. Though the 
Commissioners and their followers were careful to speak only of a “cliauntry” 
of Deritend, yet in one document, still in the Public Record Office, I find 
an interlineation of the words “ sive Gilda.” Thus the truth got blurted 
out upon the face of the record, in a moment of inadvertence or of con- 
science-smiting. The facts as to the Gild of St. John the Baptist of 
Deritend will be found stated in the first part of my “ Memorials of Old 
Birmingham,” (published in 1863) ; while facsimiles and translations of the 
Agreement and License of Mortmain touching Deritend Chapel are given 
in the second part of the same work (“Men and Names:” published in 
1864).- This agreement is what is called, in the following Reports, a 
“composicyon or ordynaunce.” 

+ Certificates of Colleges, Warwick, No. 31. 


but without any 
chantry. 


The Gild and the 
Chapel were falsely 
confused together, 
and reported as a 
Chantry, in order 
to secure the 
seizure of the 
endowments of 
both. 


Income of the 
gild. 


Outgoes of the 
gild. 
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Two hundred 
housing pic. 


A grammar kJiooI 
La Dtnlcad. 


ccrtnuio composicyon or onlynmincc made hetwrnc the prior 
and muiikrs of the late Monasterye of Tyk Horde, whiehe ware 
persons of A^ton and Deretende, on that one partye, and S r John 
Bvnnyngh*in, Knyght, and the inlml)itans of the Fame hamlet 
cnuled Deretende, on that other partye, l>y thnssent and consent 
of one Hohert. Byshhoppe of Coventrye and Lychefleldc ; That 
the seyd inhabitans of Deretende myght hauc one Chnpclcyne to 
celebrate Dyvync seniycc wMn a Chappcllc there of Say lit John, 
newleyc erected and mnyde, and also to mynystcr vnto them all 
Sacramentes and Sacramentalls, Beryingcs except ; by-cause they 
be ij. mylcs dystuunt ffroin there parisshc churche, so that, in 
wynter season, the seyde parisshyoners collide not go to there 
parisshc churche wtout greate daungcr of perysshyng. And 
there be aboue cc. housclyng peaple wythc-in the seyde ij. 
hamletts.* And at thys present tyme there be ij. prestes ; 
wherc-of the one scriiyng the cure, and the other teaching a 
grammer scholc. There hathc bene no otlier landcs bclongyng 
to the same Chappcllc syns the time before lymyted, more then 
ys before expressed ; and the Inventory there-of hereafter dothe 
aj>perc. [But no such inventory docs appear.] 


( 2 ) Bepokt of the Commissioners of i Edward VI. t 


Official confusion 
between chantry, 
chapel, and gild, 
relocated. 


Y® Chauntrc of Deriatcnde hath no ffoundacion, But a 
ccrtainc Coinposicioun or Ordenaunce bctwcnc the Prior and 
monks of the late Monasterye of Tykforde, being patroncs of 
the paroche of Aston ncrc Brymynch a m and Dcriatend, on thonc 
partye, and S r John Brymynch a m, Knight, and thinhahitauntes 
of Dcriatend, on thother partye, thassent of one Robert 
Byshopp of Covcntre and Lichcfeld ; That the inhabitauntes 
of the said Hamlett of Deryatend shollde hauc a priest to 
celebrate divine scruicc in [a] Chappcllc thcarc newlye therefore 
ercctc, and to minister allc manor off Sacramentes and Sacra- 


* The “ two hamlets ” were Dcritend and Bordesley ; both of which are 
named in the “ composicyon or ordynaunce,” though it is not so said above, 

t Certificates of Colleges, Warwick, No. 53. 
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mentalls (buryinges onely except) ; In whiche seruice are nowe 
two priestes. And haue landes and possessions to the yerelyc 
value of xiij.K. xix.c£ 

Against w ch , — 

In rent resolute due to diuers persons, going owte of the 
premisses, lxxij.s. viij.cZ. ; To two priestes mynystryng theare, 
that ys to saye, S r Edmunde Kaye (c.s.), and S r John Alote 
(c.s.),=x.li. ; amounting in alle to xiij.fo'. xij.s. viij.cJ. 

Et rem. nil, ffor the s r plusage ys xj.s. j.c l. 

Md. Plate and jewells thereunto belonging, lvj.02. 

Whereof one crosse, wayinge I.02;., ys remayninge in the hands 
of S r Fulke Gryvelle, Knyght, in gage for iiij.Zi.; and chalice 
in thandes of the Incumbentes, vj .oz. 

Goods and omamentes thereunto belonging are praysed at x.s. 

[In the margin of this record is written as follows : — ] 

Ther is a chapelle at ease for the same towne of Deriatend, 
beinge devided ffrom their paroche churche w th a greate Ryver.* 


Income of the 
gild. 


Outgoes of the 
gild. 


Plate and jewells, 
partly in pledge. 


Goods of the gild. 


Alleged chapel of 
ease. 


* This statement must have arisen out of the confusion caused by the 
mis-statement as to a chantry, made in both this and the foregoing Reports. 
There never was any “ chapel at ease,’ 5 any more than there ever was any 
“chantry,” in Deritend. Deritend Chapel (see before, 258) was, and still 
is, wholly independent of the parish church of Aston. This chapel is 
mentioned in Kennett’s “Parochial Antiquities” (ed. 1695, p. 595), 
under the name of “Devetan.” But the facts are as incorrectly stated 
there as is the name. See the note before, p. 259. 
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Ivord Chancellor, 

and fcets forth a 
decree of the Con- 
sis tonk* of Illy. 


XIV. 


CAMBRIDGE. 

(a) Gild of Holy Trinity.* 

rphis Return is unique among tliose sent up in 1389, both in 
the manner and the matter of it. Beginning with some 
lines addressed to the Lord Chancellor by the brethcren of the 
gild who make the Return, it then, instead of giving a copy of 
the ordinances, sets forth at full length a decree of the Consis- 
tory of Ely. That decree begins by stating that the ordinances 
were shown to the “ Oflicial of Ely and Commissary of the 
Bishop of Elv,”+ on 1st May 1384, “ according to the course and 
computation of the Anglican Church.”;}: The ordinances arc 
then set out at length in the decree, beginning with the names 

* CCCIX. 54. Condition, fair, where not damaged by three holes that 
have been pierced through all the leaves. Latin. This very interesting 
Return is made up in the form of a book. Other examples of the same 
thing have been given of Part 1 . (see before, pp. 37, 40). The present 
book contains eleven leaves, eaeli 7 \ in. long, by 5 in. wide. All the twenty- 
two pages are covered with writing, except the first, on which are only 
written the words “ Gilda Cantdn' ” by way of title to the Return. The 
ordinances themselves fill ten pages. All the rest is taken up by the 
preamble, the decree, the notarial attestation, and the Bishop of Ely’s 
Indulgences. 

+ Called hereafter, for the sake of shortness, the u Commissary.” 

£ It would save much contention and mistake, if it were better known 
than it is, that the Church of England was distinguished, long before the 
u Reformation,” as the Anglican Church, and the Church of Rome as the 
Homan Church. The words of the original in this case are “ secundum 
cursuin et computacionem ecclesie Anglieane.” In a document within 
three years of the same date, to which the Bishop of Coventry and Lich- 
field and several other ecclesiastics were parties, in 1381, a certain monastery 
is described as “ ad Komanam ecclesiam, nullo medio, pertinens.” (See the 
second part of “Memorials of Old Birmingham : Men and Names,” p. 54.) 
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of the seven founders of the gild. The substance of these ordi- 
nances is as follows : — 

De Officiariis. There shall be one head of the Gild, who 
shall be styled “ Alderman.” There shall also be two Stewards, 
who shall gather in and deal with the goods and chattels of the 
Gild, and shall trade with the same ; and they shall give an 
account thereof, and of all gains thence arising, to the Aider- 
man and bretheren, and deliver them up as is hereinafter said. 
They shall take an oath of office, and moreover find two sureties. 
There shall also be a Dean of the Gild, who shall enter the 
names of new-comers ; * give warning to the bretheren of 
all the times when they must meet, and make record of the 
warning • write down moneys received and fines that are due, 
and levy the latter ; give out to needy bretheren their allow- 
ances, as is below said ; carefully see that all is rightly done on 
the burial of any brother or his wife ; t and range the bretheren 
in becoming manner when they meet. 

De Capellano celebraturo. If the means of the Gild enable it, 
and the Yicar of the Church of Holy Trinity consents, a Chap- 
lain shall be appointed. And there shall be a candle-bearer, 
enriched with a carving of the Holy Trinity ; on the top of 
which three candles shall be burnt, on Sundays and Feast-days, 
so long as the means of the Gild allow it.J 

The term “ medius” is used in this document of 1381, as it is in the writ 
ad quod dumnun (before, p. 242), to express any person or authority, having 
any interest in the subject-matter, between that of the highest and the 
lowest of those that are being spoken of. As to the date, 1384, given in 
the present Return, see the note to the last clause of the ordinances (after, 
p. 268). 

* The original words are : — u Ad cujus spectabit officium, nomina 
fratrum ingredientium immatriculare 

t In the case of this gild, it seems that no sisteren were members of it, 
but that nevertheless the wives of bretheren had the advantages of it. I find 
the same thing in other Cambridge gilds ; but there arc some to which 
women were admitted as direct members. 

+ There is something startling in the cold and contingent way in which 


The ordinances. 
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chaplain, if the 
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lh j r .;rv«. «• in f c to Sonde Trinitotis. On t lie evo (if I lie 
fiwt of Holy Trinity, or some ilay mar it, at tlm stroke of first 
(Mil «4»ng, the Alihrmiin, StewnnU, ami Dean, with the hretheren 
of the C t i lil who are in ( ambriilge or within ten miles round, 
shall iiuit at a place agreed on, and thence go, two and two, 
clad in livery (if they have any), to the church of Holy Trinity in 
Cambridge, to hear first even-song; and, even-song ended, they 
shall go hack in the same way. And, on the morrow, they 
shall go in like manner to matins, day-service,* mass, and 
second cvcn-song ; and the Alderman and hretheren shall make 
offerings. And whoever is absent, either at this time or when- 
soever he is summoned, unless through sickness or for other 
good reason (as to which lie shall be put upon his oath), slmll 
pay two pounds of wax. 

I)t ]>rr±bytn‘i$ non sinncndis arf oj/icia. If any ecclesiastic, 
especially one in holy orders, comes into the Gild, he shall not 
he put into any office of the Gild ; nor shall any of its goods he 
put under liis charge ; nor shall lie be let meddle in any way 
with such things ; but lay brothers of the Gild shall undertake 
them, who arc best able to deal with such tilings, and to hear 
the burthen of such offices. For it is neither becoming nor 

these Cambridge folks, so emphatically approved by the Commissary and 
the Bishop, propose to have a chaplain and a few lights at services. The 
original words of this ordinance are as follows : — u Item statuimus et ordi- 
namus, interveniente consensu domini Thome Wygenhole, perpetui vicarii 
dicte ecclesie Sancte Trinitatis Cantebrigie, quod, urridente nobis nberiori 
fortuna, inveniatur in dicta ecclesia, sumptibus dicte Gilde, unus capellanus, 
celebraturus ad altare in ala eiusdem ecclesie, juxta ymaginem beate Marie 
Magdalene, bora competent^ absque prejudicio ipsius ecclesie ; et unum 
candelabrum, decenter ornatum cum ymagine sancte Trinitatis ; in cuius 
candelabri sumrnitate, tres candele, singulis diebus doininicis et festivis, dum 
aguntur solempnia, ardeant in honore summe et individue Trinitatis, 
quamdiu facultat^s dicte Gilde sen fraternitatis ad hoc se optulerint, favente 
domino duraturas.” Other Cambridge gilds among these Returns also 
show that the services of a chaplain were deemed quite secondary to the 
other purposes of the gilds. 

* “ Horas canonical ” in the original. See Canon Rock’s “ Church of 
our Fathers,” vol. iii. part ii. pp. 16-20. 
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lawful that a parson should in any way mix himself up with 
secular business; nor does it befit the good name or come 
within the calling of such men, that they should take on them- 
selves offices and things of this sort.* 

Be quatuor tractatibus in anno . All the bretheren, being 
summoned, shall come together before the Alderman, Stewards, 
and Dean, four times a-year ; namely, on “ Hokeday,” the 
Nativity of St. John Baptist, Michaelmas, and Christmas, or 
within eight days next following, to consider and do whatever 
the welfare of the Gild needs ; and every brother shall pay, on 
each of those days, or within eight days afterwards, sixpence to 
the Gild-stock. Whoever, having been warned, and having no 
good excuse, does not come to any such meeting, shall pay a 
pound of wax. And the Dean shall pay a penny for every 
brother whom he ought to have warned, but has not. 

Be compoto officiariorum ; et eorum eleccione . On a day and 
in a place appointed by the Alderman, within fourteen days 

* The original of this remarkable ordinance must be given : — “ Item 
statuimus et ordinamus quod si contingat aliquem virum ecclesiasticum, 
presertim in sacris ordinibus constitutum, ad dictam fraternitatem assumi, 
quod non preficiatur in aliquam officiarium dicte Gilde, nec aliqua bona 
habeat ministranda ; neque de iis se aliquatenus intromittat ; sed alii laici 
dicte Gilde confratres, qui cum bonis hujusmodi negociari et onera officiis 
suis incumbentia, commode poterunt supportare maxime : cum non deceat, 
nec liceat, clericus negociis secularibus se aliquatenus immisceri ; nec 
eorum congruit honestati, aut dignitati convenit, circa onera ad hujusmodi 
officiariorum curam et sollicitudinem spectantia de quibus supra fit mentio 
intcndere seu vacare.” Long before the Returns were known to me in 
which this ordinance is found, I showed, by exhaustive demonstration, in 
the “ Parish ” (second edition, pp. 288-330), that the modern assumption 
of the right of Incumbents to take the chair at parish vestry -meetings, not 
only does not rest on any lawful foundation, but is directly contrary to the 
whole spirit and express letter of both Common Law and Canon Law, and 
that it is a mere usurpation, unsupported by any authority whatever. The 
above ordinance, which had the strongly expressed sanction of the Ecclesi- 
astical Court and lawyers, as well as that of the bishop, is a striking 
practical illustration, almost in the same words, of what was shown by me, 
in 1857, to be the true law of England on this subject. 


There shall be 
four meetings 
every year, about 
the affairs of the 
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The stewards 
shall every year 
give an account, 
and bring up the 
stock in hand. 
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iifur Trinity Sundnw 4 the Alderman, Stewards, Dean, and 
Mich bretheren ns c*m he found, shall meet; and the Stewards 
shall pi vc a faithful account of the money in their hands, and of 
how they have dealt with it, and of what has been spent. 
Whatever remains in their hands, whether of the principal 
mom v or of g*ins thence arising, shall he brought and put before 
the Alderman and bretheren. If either of them fails to do this, 
he shall pay ten shillings to the Gild ; and the Alderman shall 
take means to recover from him and his sureties the payment of 
what is owing to the Gild, as well as this ten shillings. — After- 
wards, on the same day, the Alderman shall call up seven of the 
bretheren ; and they shall lie sworn to choose, in good faith, out 
of bretheren dwelling in Cambridge or Barnwell, trusty and 
true men to he Alderman, Stewards, and Dean, for the coming 
year. Those thus chosen by the seven, or by the greater part 
of them, shall he charged, by the outgoing Alderman, faithfully 
to fulfil what belongs to their ofliccs. After this, the Alderman 
shall deliver all the goods and chattels of the Gild to the new 
Stewards, by an indenture, to be made between them of the one 
part, and the Alderman of the other part. Forthwith that 
Alderman shall cease to hold office, and shall give the indenture 
to the new Alderman ; so that it may he known, at the next 
account day, what goods the Stewards have received. If the 
seven, or the greater part of them, cannot agree in their choice, 
then the old Alderman, with the Stewards, Dean, and such 
others as he likes, shall appoint the Alderman, Stewards, and 
Dean for the new year. Whoever, being chosen Alderman, will 
r.ot serve the office, shall pay ten shillings : Stewards and the 
Dean, six shillings and cightpence. Whoever, having been 
warned, does not come to this account and election, shall pay 
two pounds of wax, unless he has good excuse. 

De Officio circa corpora dcfunctorum . All becoming services 
shall he done on the death of any brother, or of the wife of any 

* “ Aliquo die infra quindenam Sancte Trinitatis, per Aldermannuiri 
qui pro tempore fuerit assignato.” 
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brother, whether within or without the town. And the Aider- 
men, Stewards, Dean, and bretheren shall be present at those 
services.* 

De pctuperibus relevandis. JRegula. If any brother, or brother’s 
wife, comes to want through mishap, without any self-guilt, he 
shall have, at the cost of the Gild, sevenpence every week of his 
life while the need lasts, and a gown and hood every year ; and 
he shall be freed from all Gild payments. His wife shall be 
treated in the same way after his death, so long as she does 
rightly and is not re-married. 

De fratibus admittendis, et eorum juramento. Before the 
in-coming of any new brother, the consent of the greater part of 
the Gild shall be given ; and then the Alderman, with eight 
others of the Gild, may admit him. But, before he is admitted, 
they shall tell him, openly, what it is that he undertakes in 
coming into the Gild. If he still seeks the Gild-ship, he shall 
swear to keep and uphold the ordinances of the Gild ; not to 
bewray its affairs ; and to pay all fines. This done, the Aider- 
man, Stewards, and Dean, with the eight others, shall admit the 
new brother. And he shall pay, on admission, thirteen shillings 
and fourpence to the Gild ; sixpence to the Alderman ; and 
threepence to the Dean. — The Dean shall also have, for all the 
duties fulfilled by him, two shillings a-year from the Gild, and 
shall be freed from the four quarterly payments made by others. f 
If any brother wishes to leave the Gild, not through ill-will or 
wantonness, but for some good reason, he shall come before the 
Alderman and bretheren, and shall say why he wishes to leave 
it. He shall then be allowed to leave : but so that, when the 
reason given ceases, he may rejoin the Gild. 

* This ordinance is very long, and goes into much and curious detail. It 
is remarkable that it recalls and provides for the contingency of the gild 
having no chaplain of its own. See before, under “ De Capellano celebra- 
turo and the note thereto. 

t See before, ” De quatuor tractatibus in anno." 
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Tbo ord'nancei 
tzsaav be amande<l. 


Smkd on Uth 
March, 1377. 


Tl- r tt. m unary 
J* aaked to read 
the orrl nances, 
and to »v if they 
art lawful. 


lie rca»U il»* td, 
and * t* many 
learned lawyers to 
read them also. 


D* v.i tru»% ol- /iVn/ui, ft corum honcstatr. Kajnhi. All the 
brother* n elwll give duo n sped to the Ahlernwin at all meeting 
of t he Gild ; null there shall he no angry nor idle talk. If the 
AMc main i* aware of any t|iinrrel between hrethcren of the Gild, 
he shall do his best to bring them to peace. If any brother is 
so holdlv froward as to disobey these ordinances or the lawful 
commands of the Alderman, or shall do anything hurtful to the 
Gild's good name, lie shall he punished as the Alderman thinks 
fit. And if he will not submit to a reasonable punishment, he 
shall he put out of the Gild for ever; and, besides this, be may, 
on the presentment of the Alderman and two hrethcren of the 
Gild, he dealt with by the Bishop of Ely, or his Commissary, as 
a perjurer and faith-breaker. 

Should the Alderman he, at any time, so busy that lie cannot 
himself come to a meeting, lie may name ojic of the hrethcren to 
take his place ; who shall have the same authority for the time 
being as the Alderman. 

The power of amending these ordinances is specially reserved 
to the roundel's and their successors.* 

And because the Gild has not yet any common seal, the seals 
of the founders are set hereto. Given at Cambridge, on the 
14th day of March, 1377.+ 

After thus setting forth these ordinances, the decree goes on 
to say, that the Alderman and hrethcren asked the Commissary 
to read the ordinances with care, and, if found right and reason- 
able, judicially to declare the same in the form of a decree. 
Whereupon the Commissar}^ himself read the ordinances with 
great care, and also caused them to be most diligently examined 

* This is done less broadly than in the case of the Gild of the Lord’s 
Prayer of York. (See before, p. 139.) 

4- It will be seen, by this date, that the decree of the Commissary was 
not Bought at the time of the foundation of the gild ; while the date of that 
decree (1384) shows that it had nothing to do with the Return made in 1389. 
Something that arose between these dates, must have led to the asking for 
the decree. It will further be seen, by what follows, that one of the 
bishop s Indulgences was given several years before the decree was made. 
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by all the advocates of the Consistory of Ely, and by other men 
most skilled in both branches of the law.* Having found, by 
these means, and by what sworn witnesses have also said, that 
the ordinances are good and lawful, the Commissary, in open 
Court, declares them to be so, and decrees, authorizes, confirms, 
and approves them, so far as he has authority ; and he orders 
that the decree shall be made patent, under the official seal of 
Ely, and the attestation of the Public Notary there. Given and 
done on the 21st day of May, in the year aforesaid, in the pre- 
sence of nine learned lawyers, whose names are given. 

Then comes the attestation of the Notary. 

Two remarkable documents, following this decree, complete 
this unique Retura. In one of these, dated 27th July, 1384, 
the Bishop of Ely himself declares his approval of the ordinances, 
and grants an Indulgence of forty days to all who help the gild. 
In the other, which, though written out last in the Return, is 
earlier in date, it is stated that the gild was founded at much 
cost to the founders ; and an Indulgence of forty days is granted 
to all who join it. The date of this Indulgence is 26th June, 
1378. 

[No less than seven Returns, besides that from the Gild of the 
Holy Trinity, still remain, of those sent up from Cambridge in 
January, 1389. No two of these are alike, and all are full and 
interesting. A few extracts from some of them are all that can 
be here given : — ] 

(b) Gild of the Blessed Virgin Mary (St. BoTULPH’s).t 

If any brother comes to want by mishap or sickness, so that 
it is not through plunder by harlots, or through any other bad 

* “ Sapientes et prudentes ulrimque juris peritos.” This will mean the 
Canon Law and the Civil Law. The Consistory could not deal with the Com- 
mon Law as such. No doubt this decree was asked for because some ill- 
natured person — perhaps some displaced chaplain — had charged the gild 
with some breach of the rights of the Church, or with not maintaining a 
chaplain. 

t CCCIX. 77. Condition, fair. Latin. 
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wa\ of life* * * § nml he h.w not the means of living, he ahull lmvo 
nrunpcnce n work, during life, from the Gihl, nml n new gown 
t\ir\ jenr. If t \n o hrotheren are at the same time in want, not 
through plunder hy harlots or any other had way of life, each 
shall have, during life, fourpenco a week, and n new gown every 
war. The funeral of every Gild-brother shall he attended ; and 
| tool* hrotheren shall he huried at the cost of the Gild. And 
whether the dead brother has been rich or poor, the Master and 
hretheren shall yearly keep in mind his death-day.* Every in- 
comer shall give to all the rest the kiss of brotherhood. t 


(c) Gild of the Annunciation.^ 

This Gild was founded on 26th March, 1379. The Return 
gives twelve names of founders, and states that a register is 
kept of all the members. The Gild was begun in order that, 
among us and our successors, kindliness should be cherished 
more and more, and discord be driven out. § Payments are to be 
yearly made by every brother; but from these John Cornewaill 
is, by common assent, to be free, on account of the trouble he 
took in founding the Gild. || Four torches, of forty pounds 
weight, are to be made ; and .also a chest wherein to keep the 
money and goods of the Gild : which chest is to have two locks 
and two keys. The Master shall keep the torches and the chest : 
two bretheren shall keep, each, one of the tw r o keys of the chest. 
In case of quarrel between any bretheren or sisteren, the matter 
shall be put to the arbitration ot the Master and two others of 
the Gild ; and whoever is found in the wrong, shall make 

* “ Et flive dives fuerit sive pauper talis confrater defunctus, dicti 
magis ter et confratres dicte fraternitatis, vel eorum suceessores qui pro 
tempore fuerunt, tenebunt annuatim diem anniversaiii sui, sumptibus dicte 
fraternitatis, iraperpetuum.” 

t See before, pp. 6, 9. 

X CCCIX. 78. Condition, fair. Latin. 

§ “ Ut inter nos et suceessores nostros magis et magis caritas babundet, 
discordia procul pellatui.” 

See before, p. 85, note. 
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amends. No parson, nor baker, nor wife, shall be admitted into 
the Gild, unless when the husband of such wife is already a 
member.* * * § All moneys of the Gild shall be applied as is said in 
these ordinances (including help to needy bretheren), and to no 
other uses. None shall be wasted in laAvsuits or such like,t 
unless by the express consent of the Master and bretheren. 


(d) Gild of the Blessed Virgin Mary (juxta fforum)4 

Annual payments shall be made ; but the clerk and beadle 
shall not pay while serving their offices. Poor bretheren shall 
be helped. There shall be a chaplain : but it is to be clearly 
understood that, if the funds of the Gild fall below ten marks, 
the finding of a chaplain shall stop ; and the goods of the Gild 
shall be then bestowed in the maintenance of a light and of the 
poor bretheren. When the Gild gets richer, a chaplain shall be 
refound. The money and goods of the Gild shall be kept in a 
chest having two locks and two keys ; of which keys one shall 
be kept by each of two Aldermen of the Gild. But neither the 
Master, nor the Alderman, nor any other, shall lend, lay out, 
bargain for, put elsewhere, or give away, any of the money or 
goods of the Gild, unless it is done in accordance with the will of 
all the bretheren of the Gild.§ 

* " Nullus capellanus, pistor, aut uxor, in diefca Gilda recipiatur, nisi vir 
uxoris ante earn in eadem gilda fuerit receptus.” 

f “ Non in placitis nec in aliis negociis destruatur.” 

JCCCIX. 1 19. Condition, fair. Latin. The ordinances of this gild 
were, like those of the Gild of Holy Trinity, declared good and lawful by a 
decree of the Consistory of Ely, and probably for the same reason. The 
decree is dated 1st February, 1385. This gild was not, however, like the 
Gild of Holy Trinity, favoured with the bishop’s personal approval, nor 
with any grant of Indulgences. But the ordinances are highly interesting, 
and I regret that space forbids me to quote them more fully. 

§ “Nec ipsi magister, seu Aldermanni, nec quisquam alius de dicta fra- 
ternitate, aliquam pecuniam seu quevis alia bona ad dictam gildam spec- 
tantia,* aliis accomodent, locent, conducent, alibi deponant, seu alienent, 
nisi de omnium et singulorum confratrum dicte gilde processerit voluntate.” 
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Note. — It i* remarkable that, while bo many and such very in- 
i«-rr**ting H« turn* from Cambridge gilds remain among wliat were sent 
up in i ySg. only tlirte remain from Oxford gilds; and the ordin- 
ance u contained in the latter, though not without points of interest, are, 
all of them, much less full and less exact than those of the Cambridge 
g.|d«*. Yet Oxforel had an ancient Gild Merchant , n although the 
Return ‘'ent up from it in 1 5S9 is lost. A curious Return, unhappily 
in very had condition, is still extant among the others, which gives 
copies of many very old charters as to Burford, in Oxfordshire. In 
this Return, the customs of the Gild-Merchant of Oxford are again 
and again put forth as the great exemplar for Burford, just as those of 
York are put forth as the exemplar for Beverley.* 

This contrast between the gilds of Cambridge and Oxford is made 
the more striking by the fact, that a copy has been sent to me of a MS. 
of gild ordinances found in the Bodleian Library, and naturally sup- 
posed therefore to be the ordinances of an Oxford gild. So soon as I 
read it, 1 was satisfied that its true home was nearer East Anglia. 
This opinion has been wholly confirmed by copies of three sets of gild 
ordinances which I have since received from Cambridge. One of 
these is taken from a MS. in the Library of Trinity College : the other 
two are taken from the Baker MSS. in the University Library. The 
particulars of the gilds of which these are the ordinances, will he found 
next following. They put it beyond even the possibility of doubt 
that the MS. in the Bodleian Library does not contain the ordinances 
of an Oxford gild, hut that, however strange it may seem, it contains 
those of a Cambridge gild. (See also the Appendix to this volume.) 


(e) Gild of St. Clement, and two others. 

[The fulness and originality of the ordinances of the many 
gilds in Cambridge, up till the end of the fourteenth century, lias 
been seen in the foregoing pages. Not less striking is the entire 
change in this respect which took place in the fifteenth century. 
Nowhere else in all England have I yet found one gild after 
another copying the ordinances of an older gild. I11 the fifteenth 
century this happened in Cambridge ; and with such seem- 
ingly blind helplessness, that ordinances, professing to be those 
of distinct gilds, and which had more than forty years’ differ- 
ence between them in the dates of their foundation, are more 

' See before, pp. 151-153. 
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identical in shape and words, so far as these could he used 
by separate bodies, than arc the different versions of what are 
avowedly copies of the same Bye-laws of Tettenhall-regis.* 

In the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge, are the ordi- 
nances of the Gild of St. Clement, made in the year 1431. 
Among the MS. collections, now in the University Library, 
made by that industrious Cambridge antiquary, Thomas Baker, 
is a copy of the ordinances of the Gild of Saints Peter and Paul 
of Cambridge, bearing the date of 1 448. In the Bodleian Library 
at Oxford are the ordinances of the Gild of All Saints, with 
no place named, but bearing the date of 1473. Among the 
before-named MS. collections of Thomas Baker, there is a copy 
of the same ordinances ; and, though it is not so stated, either 
this copy must have been made from the MS. now in the 
Bodleian, or both were made from the same original ; for the 
same loss of one ordinance is found and noted in each. Copies 
of all these three sets of ordinances have reached me from the 
three different libraries wherein all have long rested in peace. 
The presumption was, that, though all in English, they would 
be found, as in the case of other gilds, different from each other. 
On comparing them critically, however, I found that, with only 
altered names and dates, and a few small details, they are all in 
the same words. And all must have been taken from the same 
original, inasmuch as any addition to or alteration from the 
earliest of them is seen on the face of the later MSS. I now 
give the ordinances of the oldest of these three gilds, t The 
variations found in the later ordinances are shown, some in 
the margin and others in foot-notes. :{: 

* See the last article in Part III. of this volume. 

t From the Gale MSS. ( 0 . 7, 1 5), Trinity College Library. This must 
be the original set of the ordinances used by the gild, for the later entries are 
made in different hands. (See after, p. 281.) It is made up bookwise, as 
in the instance before, p. 262, and the other examples there named. 

t Mere differences of spelling, not showing any dialectic change, are 
not noticed, nor are the occasional but obvious errors of the scribe. 

For the copy of the ordinances of 1431 I am indebted to the kindness, 
indeed to the hand, of Mr. Aldis Wright, Librarian of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. The ordinances of 1473 were found, in consequence of searches 
made for the purpose of this work, by Mr. Coxe, Librarian of the Bodleian. 
Mr. Dalton, of Cambridge, has been good enough to make the extracts 
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f ' /• #* (W/, In 
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•lift] I U Mil on 
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Knell net of orrlinnnce* i** prefaced by khuc Latin quotations, 
nml b\ n prayer fur the brithcrcn and sistercn. 1 lie latter is 
tin -.une in all three. The former are adapted to the patron 
Mint uf each gild.] 

Inr\]t\uni hie statuta edita in honorc Sci. Clcmcntis , papt ct 
vuirtip'is, de communi consensu omnium /rut rum cinsdcm 
(jild' % Jn?io dni . Mill". cccc°. xwj". Et (juilibct J rater , in 

ad/nissione sua , c/etc£ in rare huiusmodi statuta obscruarc .* 

Statu turn primum. De primo die tjcncrali ct principal^ cl 
t/uomodo omnes /rot res tenentur in illo die intcressc. 

In y* worcliippe and reuercnccof y* blysful 1 trinitc, fadir and 
sone and holy goste, and of y° glorious ]iopc and martyr seynt 
Clement, And of all y> holy companyc y l is in hcucnc. These 
ben y° ordynauneis and statutys of y e Gyldc of y c saide seynt 
Clement, which is holden in y* chi relic of y e same seynt Clement 
in Cambridge, made be y° comoun assent of all y e bretheren of 
y* forseyd gylde, in ;erc of ourc lorde ihcsu Mill", cccc". and 
x:nrj. First, we hauc ordeyned for to liaue oon general and prin- 
cipal day; y* whieht sclml be holden cuery jere on y° sonday 

from the Baker MSS. To all these gentlemen my cordial acknowledg- 
ments, and those of the Early English Text Society, are due. The fact of the 
identity of the ordinances is, in itself, a discovery that is highly instructive, 
and which could not have been made without my having had all the copies 
thus furnished. The different MSS. are distinguished in the margin and 
notes of what now follows, by the letters “ B,” “C (i),” and “ C (2),” 
“ B " means the ordinances of 1448 ; “C(i)” means the Bodleian MS. of 
the ordinances of 1 4 7 3 ; “ C (2) ” means the Baker MS. copy of the same. 
When reference is made to “ B and C,” it means that C (1) and C (2) are 
both of them like Ik I may add, that the fidelity of the copies found in 
the Baker MSS. is strikingly shown by the comparison of <( G (1)” and 
“C (2).” It may he useful to searchers to know that a list of the many 
volumes of the Baker MSS., which are partly in the British Museum and 
partly in the University Library, Cambridge, will he found in the second 
edition of the <f Biographia Britannica,” vol. i. pp. 52 1-525. 

♦ All the headings here printed in italics, are in rubric in the original. 
Figures, &c., here put in italics, are underlined with red. 

+ “Which/* “what/* and the other like forms, are generally spelled, 
throughout C (1) and C (2), “ qwych ” or“quich/’ “qwhat,” “ qwho,” 
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next aftyr low-sonday. At which day all y° bretheren and y e 
sustris of this gylde schul come to-gyder vn-to a ccrteyn place 
assigned ther-to, as tliei schul ben warnyd be y e deen, for to gon 
to y e forscyd chirche of seynt Clement on y e satirday vn-to ye 
euen songe, and on ye sonday to y e messe. And what brothir 
or sustir yat is within y e town, and is somownede be y e deen, 
and comyth not on y e satyrday to y e euensonge, he schall payen 
j. lib. ivax to ye amendment of y e lightes. And who so comyth 
not on y 6 day 1 to ye messe, in his best clothynge, in y e worchippe 
of gode and of seynt Clement, he schal payen ij. lib. wax. 

Secundum statutum. De le morowspech, et de pena non 
veniencium.* 

Also we haue ordeyned, for to haue ij. morwespechis in the 
3ere. The first for to ben holden vpon the same sonday beforne- 
seyd, and y e secounde on y e sonday next aftyr y e fest of seynt 
Michael y e Archangell. And at ech of these ij. morowe spechis, 
euery brothir and sustir schall payen to y e costage, for his pen- 
syon, ij. denar. And who-so be somonde to any of these morwe- 
spechis, if he be in towne and comyth not, nor askith no licence 
of ye aldirman, he schal payen j. lib. wax. And if y e deen faile 
in hys somownyng, he schal payen j. denar, for euery brothir and 
sustir yat is not somouned. And who-so comyth aftir prime 
be smette, he schal payne ij. denar. And y e oure prime is clepyd 
the secounde oure aftyr noone, alsowel in somertyme as in wynter. 

" qwhan,” “ qwhoso,” “ qwbarwyth,” &c. These examples will be 
enough, without noting every word as it comes. In B, these words are 
spelled as in the oldest, which is also the modern, form. 

* The whole of this ordinance is wanting in both C (1) and C (2), though 
the place of it is noted, and the first words of the heading are given. In 
each case, however, as well as in B, it is written “ Statutum secundum ,” 
instead of “ Secundum statutum." 


All the bretheren 
and sisteren shall 
meet, and go to 
even-song, and, 
next day, to mass, 


[ x Sondaye , in B 
and C.] 

All shall come in 
their best clothing, 


(ii.) There shall, 
every year, be two 
days of meeting 
about the affairs 
of the gild ; 


at each of which 
payments shall be 
made. 


The dean shall be 
fined for every 
brother not 
summoned. 

Late comers shall 
be fined. 

“ Prime ” is two 
o’clock P.M. 
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Afri.'Wf/w trrcium. I)c cb'ccione Abhrmanni c.L aliorum oj/ici- 
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!• TiWir. In C (1) 
and C (2). 


1 »2W*-* d rtwm. 
And i t *<rr»ii-*, 
OiaJI U f -td. 


f So in All U*e 
M v*.J 


|* Added In 11 
And C.J 


A No it is 1 unlcjnnl, that on on re gcnenill and principnll day, 
an Kleceioun on tliib manor sehal bon made. First, y c Aldirman 
sclinl cloj)one a j»o ij. men be name. And the compcnye* schulle 
cloptn vpe othir ij. men. And these iiij. men solitil chosen to 
hem othir ij. men. And thanne those vj. men sehul bon 2 
chnrgid, bo the uthe yat yei hauc made to the (Jyldc be- 
forno* tyme, yat yei sehul gon and chosen an Aldirman, ij. 
May.stirs, a clerk, and a Deen, whicli 1 hem thynkith, 6 be lieyr 0 
gild conscience, that ben most able for to gouerne y c companyc 
in y° ;oro folowyng, to the worchippc of godc and of the holy 
innrtir seynt Clement, and to the most profyte and avayle of the 
companyc. And who-sobc chosen in Office of aldirman, and for- 
sakith his oflioc, he selrnl paycn, to the cncrese of the Gyldc, iij.s. 
um/ iiij.il , ; Euery maystir, ij.s. ; and euery pety mayster, xoul, ;t 
The Clerk e, xij.tl. ; And the Deen, xij.d.% And thcr sclml no man 
lie chosen into noone of these forsayde ofliccrs 7 vn-to the tyme 
he be clone onto of the dette of the forsayde gylde, [and also 
sworne therto. 6 ] 


It. Stiretta diall 
l* siren f »r the 
f *>lj of the gikl. 


Statutum quarlum. De recepcione cattallorum, et de securilale 
corum per oblujacionem facienda. 


,* Tham % in (' (1) 
a* * I ( , ar d vj 

tl»r-o;» - -it.] 

( u in 

t 1 And C (2 ,] 

[ n Added in II 
and t .] 


Also it is ordeyned, that whan the Maystirs schal rcceyuen the 
ejitellc of the gyldc in-to heir handys, cell of hem 0 sehal fyrulc ij. 
sufficient pleggcs, bowndyn wt hem, in a symple 10 obligacion, for 
to make a trewe delyueraunce [ageyne 11 ] of swiclie goodys as tliei 


* In C (i) this word has been erased, and the words “Masters of the 
Gyld" inserted in its place by a later hand. The same is found in 
IJaker’s transcript C (2). 

t The 14 pety master ” is not named in either B or C. The words are 
indeed an after-insertion in the Trinity College MS. itself. 

X Mr. Baker's transcript, C (2), has left out the dean. 
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receyue,* at the next Generali day folowynge, bcforne the aider- 
man and all the bretheren and y e sustres of the forsayd gylde. 

And also the alderman schal haue, at euery generall day, to 
his drynk and for his geestys,y. Gcdone of ale, and euery Maystir 
a potell, and the clerk a potell, an[d] y e deen a quart of ale. 
Also the clerk sehal haue for his labour, euery 3 ere, xx. denar. 
And the deen for his laboui’, euery 3ere, xx. denar . + 


Statutum quintum. Be introitu et admissione fratrum, et de 
iuramento eorum ibidem faciendo. 

Also it is ordeyned, y* whan euery brothir and sustir schal 
entre in-to this gylde, he schal, at the first begynnyng, be sworne 
vn-to these statutes and ordynaunces, hem to maynten and sus- 
teyne vn-to his power and kunnyng. And aftyr, he schal fynde 
ij. sufficient plegges, for to payen to the sustynaunce and to the 
fortheraunee of the forsayde gylde, xl. denar., and to y e clerk, 
j. denar., and to y e deen, j. denar. And this schal be payed be y e 
next Generali day folowyng at y e farrest ; Or ellys y e same day, 
if he wyll of his howne gud wylle, to the more avayle and forther- 
aunce of the gylde and to his more meede, be the grace of oure 
lorde 1 godc. [Amen 2 .|] 

Statutum sextum. De xxx ta missis pro fratribus 3 defunctis , 4 
EV' de pena non offerencium pro eis in prineipali missa et 
non veniencium ad exequias. 

Also whan any brothir or sustir of this eompanye is passid 
oute of yis world, the maystirs of the same gyld schal do syng for 
his sowle G xxx. messys, of the costys of the gylde, and that wythiuc 
x. days aftyr tliei haue knowlegc of his deeth. And also als 

* “With the encrese comyng therof,” is inserted here (though with 
varying spellings) in B and C. 

t In B, the clerk has xx.d. and the dean xvj.rf. In C, the clerk has 
xvj.tf. and the dean viij.tf. 

■t In the Bodleian MS. C (i) the following lines are inserted, in a later 
hand : — “And ye wyfFe of an broder of ye gilde so comyngc on, shall pay 
a j.li. of wex.” This is not copied in the Baker MS. C (2). 
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Allowances of ale, 
&c., to the alder- 
man and other 
officers. 


(v.) New comers 
into the gild, and 
their oath. 


[} Oure lorde, not 
in either B or C.] 
[ 2 Added in B 
and C.] 


(vi.) Services for 
the dead. 

[ 3 Et sororibus, 
added in C (1) 
and C (2).] 

[ 4 Cclcbrandis , 
added in B 
and C.] 

[ 5 Etiam, added 
in B and C.] 

[ 6 For his sowle, 
not in C (1) nor 
C (2).] 
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none a* the fthlc rinnn hath knowyng thcr-of, he fielml [<lo '] 
cl’tnp n the thvn fur 3 to 14011 wnrnc? nil the brotherrn nml KURti'in 
(if 1I1 % s g\ hie, for to l)ecn redye at a certeyn onre unsigned, and 
to come to the place wlier the deede body is, for to gon 8 tlier- 
with to y* ehirche honestly and with the lyghtys* of this com- 
pony. nml for to oflren for y° sowl, at the messe don therfore, a 
farthyng. And who-so be withyn the townc, and hath knowyng 
tlurof and eoinyth 4 not, schal payen, at the next morowespeehe 
folowyng, jl/j. toax* be-cause of bis absence. Also it isordeyned, 
be all onre eomoun assent, that cucry jcrc the vicarye c of the 
fo rs ay de ehirche of seynt Clement schal bane iiij.s. and iiij.d. for 
bis certeynteo 7 of messes, + for to preyen for all the companye, 
hot lie for hem that ben lvuyngc, and also for hem yt ben deede, 
if he be a brothir of this forscyd gylde. 


Slatutum septimum. Be ffratribus ad pavpcrlalcm devenien - 
tibns; cl quomodo succurratur cisdem de bonis ciusdcm 
qilde. 

Also it is ordeyned, be all the cotnon assent, that if any brothir 
or sustir of this forscyd companye falle in-to okle age or in-to 
gretc pouerte, nor bane not wherwith to l>c foundenc nor to 
help hymselfe, he schal haue, euery woke, iiij. denar . of the goodys 
of the gylde, also-longc as the catcll therof is worth c xl.s, or 
more. And 9 if it so bc-falle yat ther ben moo swich pouer men 

* In the Bodleian MS. C (1), there are here written in the margin, in a 
later hand, the following words : — “yat ys t iiij. Torcliys. Here ylepe to the 
laste leffe, and than cum heder agon.” The ordinance on the “ laste leffe” 
which is thus to be “yleped to,” will be found after, p. 281. Baker copied 
the ordinance, but not this marginal note. 

+ What follows is varied, in B and C, as follows : — li that is to say, to 
haue in myndc, booth the qwyke and the dede, every fryday [sonday, in C] 
in the $ere, and also for to prey every Sonday, at the bedys tyme, for all the 
compeny, both for hem [fhame in C (1), theme in C (2)] that ben lyvyng 
and also for hem that bon passyd oute of this worlde.” In B there is 
abo added, in a later hand (says Mr. Baker), a list of names of eleven 
persons who are to be specially p rayed for. 
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than oon, than it is ordeynetle, be the comon assent, that the 
forsayd iiij.d. schal ben dcpartyde euery woke a monge hem all. 


Statutum octauum. De silencio et obecliencia fratrum in 
presencia aldermanni ; et de pena obiurgancium cum 1 
aldermanno vel cum alijs officiarijs eiusdem glide. 

Also it is ordeyned, that at euery morowe-speche, and [also 2 ] at 
all [oure 3 ] comynges to-gyder, euery man to ben obedient vnto 
the alderman in alle leefull comaundementis, and that euery man 
[and woman 4 ] holde silence and make no grett noyse; and what 
man wile not ben in pees at the byddyng of the Aldirman, [then 5 ] 
the deen schal delyueren hym the jerde ; and [if 0 ] he wile not 
receyuen it, he schal payne ij. li. wax. And who so despyse his 7 
Alderman in tyme of sittyng for alderman, or 3eue hym any 
reprouable wordys, in disturblyng and noyaunce of the compenye, 
he schal payne for his trespas ij. li. wax.* And if he do it ageyn 
any of the maystyrs, he schal payne j. li. ivax. And a-geyn the 
clerke, half a pound wax. And [also 8 ] a-geyn the deen, half a 
pound wax. 


(viii.) Obedience 
to the alderman, 
and peace at all 
meetings of the 
gild. 

P EOy added in I> 
and C.] 

[2 Added in B 
and C.] 

[ 3 Added in B 
and C.] 

P Added in B 
and C ; and 
“silence” is 
spelled “cylence* 
in C (1) and 
C (2).] 

[ 5 Added in B 
and C.] 

[ 6 Added in B 
and C.] 

[ 7 The , in B 
and C.] 


[ 8 Added in B 
and C ; and 
omitted in C (1) 
and C (2).] 


Statutum nonum. De fratribus litigantibus et placitantibus 
cum fratribus 9 suis, absque licencia aldermanni; etde pena 
taliter 10 litigancium. 

Alsof if any man be at lieuynesse with any of his bretheryne 
for any maner [of 11 ] trespas, he schal not pursewen him in no 
maner of courte : but he schal come firste to the alderman, and 


(ix.) None shall 
go to law, until the 
quarrel has been 
laid before the 
alderman. 

[ 9 Con fratribus, 
in B and C.] 

po Similiter in 
C (1) and C (2).] 
pi Added in B 
and C.] 


schewen to hym his grcuance. And than the alderman schal 
sende aftyr that odyr man, and knowen his offence. And than 


* The foregoing sentence reads thus in both B and C, with no other 
difference than the transposition, in C, of the second and third clauses of 
the sentence as here given from B : — “And who[so, C] despyse the Aider- 
man, in tyme that he syttis for Alderman, or els gyf hym ony reprove- 
able wordys, in disturbellyng and noyaunce of the compeny, he schall pay 
for his trespas, to y e lyghthys of the gylde befor-seyd, ij.li. wax.” 

+ A line comes here, in B and C, as follows: — “Also [Fyrstc, in C] it is 
ordeyned be alle the compeny, that.” 
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» Sons, in n.] 

(♦ A&Mln II 
*»-l i . 

P Man, nol in 1 1 
or C .] 


(xi.) None Uiall 
beirni) (lie affairs 
of the jnM. 

(* ConfralrtJ, In 
II and' (\ 

(* Tnlitrr, in II 
and t\] 

[*• /*o#i/*i. In C (1) 
and C 2 .] 

P 1 Thai, nol In 
C 1 or C (2 .] 

[» Jfyndrid, or, 
nol in II or t\] 

P Added in Ii 
and C\] 


!io ^rhal make nthir of hem for to chosen a brothir of the for- 
f*a\ tlr compun\i\ or c*ll \ 8 ij. brotheron, for to nconle hem and nett 
In in at n Ht and pee*. And if tlie.se men so chosen, with [the 1 ] 
lpkkI mediaeion of the alderman, mowc not brynge hem atacorde 
and at msle, thane may the alderman 5011011 hem licence for to 
gone to the comown lawc [yf thei wyll. 2 ] And wlio-so goth to 
the comown lawc for any playnt or trespas, vn-to the tyme he 
liath hen at the alderman and don as it is sayde befor, lie sclml 
p.iycn [to the cncres of the gylde 3 ] xl. d ., withoutc any grace. 

Statutum dccimum. Dc fratribus ut non rcmancant in aula , 
7 id in domo ojjicij , post rcccssum aldcrmanni ; ct dc pena 
faciendum contra istu/l statutum 4 . 

Also it is ordeyned, l>e all the comowne assent, that whanc any 
comown drynkyng is made a-mong vs, tlier schal no man abiden in 
the lialle, nor in no 5 hows of oflyce, no longer than the alderman 
aryseth [up fl ], but if it be men of ofiice fore the tyme; in peyne of 
ij. lib. wax. And what man, 7 brothir or sustyr, but if lie be any 
oflicerc, entrith in to the Chambyr tlier the ale is in, wythowt 
lyccnce of the officers that occupye tlierin, he schal payen j. lib . 

VJUX. 


Statutum vndecinium. Be ffratribus statuentibus ut fratres 8 
non rcuclent cxtrancis consilium fratemitatis ct ordinacionis , 
ct dc pena sic 9 rcuclancium imposita l0 . 

Also it is ordeyned, yt what brothir or sustir that 11 bewreyeth 
the counsel of this forsayde gylde, or of these ordynauncc, to any 
othir straunge man or woman, so that the companye be sclaun- 
dridc or hyndrid, or 12 haue any othir wyllanye ther-by, he schal 
payne [then 13 ], to the fforthcraunce of the forsayde gylde, xl. d., 
Or cllys he schal lesen the fraternyte for euyr-more.* 

* In the margin of this Statute is written, in a later hand, in C (1) : — 
‘‘Commissum dLscrecioni Aldermannorum et Magistrorurn gilde.” 
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Statutum duodecimum. Be obseruacione anniversary J< oliannis 
lyster ; et quomodo et quando debet obseruari.* 

Also we haue ordeyncd, be all oure comone assent, and be oure 
otlie made, for to kepe the 3ereday of Jon lyster of Cambryge 
3erely, on mydelenton sonday, in sent Clementys chirche, also 
longe as the gylde endurys, be-cause he gafe vs iiij. Marc, in the 
begynnyng and to the fortheraunce of our gylde. 

And also tho vj. men that chesen the alderman and the Officers, 
schul 1 chesen othir ij. sufficient men, for to kepen the same iiij. 
Mare., to bring it in [with the encrese 2 ] jerely vndyr the same 
forme that the maystyrs doo. And the same ij. men schal male 
ordynaunce for the 3ereday, and for the costys yerof, and 
make a tnve rekenyng at the next generall day, be the othe that 
thei haue made to the gylde . 3 

[Several other ordinances, written by later hands, follow in 
the Trinity College MS. ; all of which are however the same as 
the last above, save that they are made in favour of those who, 
in later times, gave their gifts “ to the worchyp and fortherauns 
of our gylde,” and are not followed by the Latin prayer. In 
B., the ordinance is followed by a list of names, with the days 
on which obits are to be said for each. C (i) and C (2) have 
an additional and later ordinance,! written in another hand. 
This is as follows : — ] 

Thys statute is made by the comyno assent of all the bretherne 
and sisterne of alhallowe yekle, the yere of oure lorde m'.ccccc 0 . 
iiijo. These are the names of them y t made this statute by all 
[e comyn assent : — Fyrst begynnyng, Johan Manfelde, Bichart 
Alwey, Wylliam Askam, Thomas Kelsey, Johan Elys, and 
Wylliam Wyllys. Thes forsaid men wyll [at euery broker schall 
haue at his departyng v. -prestis -; 4 and euery prest to haue iiij. d. 
of the cost of [e gylde : and the whiche prestis to cum to the place 

* This Statute is found in B, with necessary variances of name, gift, 
date of year-day, &c. ; but it is not found in C (1) or C (2). 

t See the note on p. 278. 


(xii.) The year-day 
of good-doers to 
the gild shall be 
kept. 


Two gild-brothers 
shall have charge 
of the gift. 

[i Thei , in B.] 

[2 Stands in B ; 
but erased, in 
Trin. Coll. MS.] 


[3 A Latin prayer 
follows in Trin. 
Coll. MS. Not 
so in B.] 


[In the margin of 
C (1), but not 
copied in C (2), 
are the following 
entries written in 
another hand : — ] 
And the Mastere 
of the same gylde 
and alle se yat 
euery broder schal 
haue v. prystes 
and iiij torchis, 
to bryng hem to 
the chirche.*' 

4 («c.) 


•JS.J on D of st. in.Jii.Nr, irrc., camihudok. 

wln-r the f>nid 1 >chH and to hryng him to chirchc, and to syng 
* >f» diri^v and mavso for his sonic. Ami if so he bat be said hrober he 

fc- ' 1 • 

n1»jril to kc ]>o a dirige nnd a nm^c of hys ownc proper cost, we 
» • ® \m11 |%\t tins dirige and mas.se be deforryd tyll |>e next day after, 

£** u *- T and to 1 m? >ayd in the same ehirehc wher ))C body is byryed. Also 
we w\U, J««t who-so-ctier be person, vycary, or pnrnsche prest, for 
to be oonc of the w prestys; and )>e elerke and J>c scxtcncto hauc 
of )>e same chirchc, iiij. < l . If so be tlier be no sexton, the elerke 
to hauc iiij.d. Ami rj.d. for to be gyvync in brede to pore 
pcplc of the same parasehc : if tlier be any pore brothyr or 
suster, to hauc part therofl*. Also we wyll, J;at cucry systcr 
ficlmll hauc at hyr departyng too prestys ; and they to hauc 
viij.d. of )>c cost of J)e yclde ; and the said prestys for to cum 
to |»e place of the dede body, and to bryngc hyr to chyrchc, and 
to syng or say Dyryge for hyr soule. 
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XV. 

BRISTOL. 


(a) Gild of the Fullers.* 


J olm Barstaple, Mayor of the town of Bristol, and the Com- 
monalty of the same town, to all to whom these presents 
shall come, Greeting in the Lord. Know ye, that We, with the 
assent of the whole Council of the aforesaid town, have seen 


The Masters of the 
craft of Fullers 
lay some new 
ordinances before 
the mayor, &c., of 
the city. 


certain ordinances, made in the present year, ordained by the 
Masters and good men of the craft of fullers of the same town, 


* Mr. Samuel Lucas, writing of Bristol in 1862, found himself obliged 
to say that “the present officers of the corporation there, conceive it to be 
their duty to withhold the corporate records from the scrutiny of his- 
torical students.” (Secularia, p. 102.) What Mr. Lucas thus found in 
1862, I have found in 1868. But I wish to be just in fixing the blame. 
It is not the Officers , but the Corporation itself, that must be held up to 
reprobation. The officers would not be narrow-minded if they did not 
know the narrow-mindedness of those whom they serve. Happily, Bristol 
stands alone in this respect. From English cities of oldest renown — 
Winchester, Worcester, Exeter, Coventry — I have met with the most 
courteous, cordial, and generous help, in my endeavour — with a labour of 
love not light — to put forth, in this volume, a picture of the spirit of self- 
help that lived in our middle-age England. And the librarians of Oxford 
and Cambridge have, with equal courtesy, opened their stores, as well as 
private manorial owners, and the living representatives of ancient feoffees. 
Nothing is more pleasant than the acknowledgment of such courtesy. It 
was reserved for Bristol, alone, among the Bodies and Persons to whom I 
have applied, to fill in the artistic touch which contrast gives. The 
Corporation of Bristol has yet to learn that historical documents are the 
inheritance of the nation, and are not to be hugged as the private 
possession of a few persons who, happening to be in power, take the 
Dog in the Manger as their exemplar of conduct. In this case, 
the conduct of Bristol becomes supremely ridiculous, because it is as 
practically futile as it is historically criminal. So soon as this work was 
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nu.l •ral.'il with the mtI of the mnyonilty of the nforesnid town, 
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To the honourable and discreet nil's, the Mayor, nhcrilT, and 
all the other honourable burgesses of the Common Council of 
the same town, humbly pray the Masters of the craft of Fullers 
of the said town: Whereas the said craft lms, of old time, had 
divers ordinances enrolled before you of record in the Gilmld of 
Bristol, in order to put out and do away with all kinds of bad 
work and deceits which divers people, not knowing the craft, 
from time to time do, as well in fulling cloths as in “plcityng” 
and ' 4 rckkyag,” and many other defects in the said cloths ; hy 
which defects the town and craft arc fallen into bad repute in 
many places where the said cloths are put to sale, to the great 
rcproacli and hindrance of the said craft. Wherefore, may it 
] (lease your very wise discretions and honourable wisdom, to 
grant to the said suppliants that all their good ordinances of 
old time entered of record, and not repealed, he firmly held and 
kept and duly put in execution ; and that four good men of the 
said craft he chosen hy them every year, and sworn before the 
Mayor loyally to present all manner of defects which hereafter 
shall he found touching the said craft, with power, twice a week, 
to oversee such defects, and likewise to keep watch over the 
servants and workmen of the same craft, within the franchise of 
Bristol, so that the said servants and workmen should not take 
more wages than of old time is accustomed and ordained. And 


announced, Mr. Charles Innes Pocock, a gentleman personally unknow to 
me, was good enough to offer to place at my disposal a folio volume of MS. 
extracts from the old records of Bristol. I gladly accepted his offer, and 
simply washed to collate what I found in this volume with the originals. 
Every obstruction has been thrown in my way. The volume thus sent to 
me by Mr. Pocock is, however, w ritten in so unusually clear a hand that 
the reader, indebted as he is to Mr. Focock’s courtesy, will lose nothing but 
the possible mistake of a letter here and there, the exactness of which I 
am unable to test through the narrow-mindedness of the Corporation of 
Bristol, which will, when too late, be repented of. 
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besides, discreet sirs, may it please you to grant to the said 
suppliants the new additions and points below-written, to the 
profit and amendment of the said craft, and to the honour of 
the said town. 

First, it is ordained and agreed that, each year, four men of 
the craft shall be chosen as Masters, to search every house of the 
said craft, twice a-week, and oversee all defects in the said cloths, 
if any such there be ; and to present them before you at the 
court ; so that whosoever does such bad work shall pay for the 
same the full price of the cloth : one half to go to the town, and 
the other half to the craft, without any pardon or release : and 
this, over and above all reasonable amends made to the buyer 
of the cloths. 

Also, the Masters of the craft shall not give more to the men 
of the said craft than fourpence a-day, beginning from the first 
Monday in Lent till the feast of St. Michael then next ensuing ; 
and, from the said feast of St. Michael till the same Monday in 
Lent, threepence a-day. And if any of the masters pays more 
to the workmen than is above ordained, he shall be fined, each 
time, ij.s. ; that is to say, xij.cZ. to the commonalty, and xij.A 
to the craft. And if the men take more from the masters, they 
shall pay, each time, xij.d ; that is to say, vj.A to the com- 
monalty, and vj.d. to the craft. And if the men are rebels or 
contrarious, and will not work, then the four masters shall have 
power to take them before the Mayor and Court of Giliald of 
the town, to be there dealt with according to law and reason. 
And moreover, the said servants shall work and rest in their 
craft, as well by night as by day, all the year, as lias of old time 
been accustomed. 

Also, whereas certain merchants of Bristol have been used 
aforetime to have some of their cloths fulled in divers parts of the 
country round about ; which merchants, after the said cloths are 
thus fulled, seeing well that they cannot be set to sale by reason 
of their defects, without great amendment and work by the 
Fullers of Bristol ; it is ordained and agreed that henceforth no 
man of the craft shall full or amend any manner of cloth which 


and the confirma- 
tion of some new 
ordinances. 


The new ordi- 
nances are, — 

(1) Four searchers 
shall be chosen. 


(2) Wages shall be 
regulated. 


(3) Clothes fulled 
outside the town 
shall not be 
touched up by 
Bristol fullers. 
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has lxrn thu« ftillrj out of the town, under penult y of vj.*. viij.rf. ; 
t )ui t i* to ■ \ t \l .#/. to the commonalty, and xl.</. to the cruft. 
Sa\iiK r nlw.i\* that the musters Mill always he ready to amend 
cloths which shall he bought between merchant and merchant. 

A Bo, it is ordained and agreed that, if the said four Masters 
do not well nml loyally fulfil their office and duty as before said, 
they shall pay six shillings and eight pence sterling, to he paid 
to the bailiffs of the town of Bristol, to the use and profit of the 
commonalty of the said town, without any pardon or gain- 
saying. 

Which ordinances w*e affirm, ratify, and confirm, for ever ; 
saving always to us, the Mayor and the Council of the town, 
that if any ordinance, point, or addition, touching the said 
craft, may he profitable, as w'ell to the town as to the craft, then, 
by the advise of us and the masters of the said craft, amendment 
thereof shall he made, these ordinances notwithstanding. In 
witness whereof, at the special prayer of the said Masters, to 
guard and maintain their ordinances aforesaid, we have set to 
these presents the seal of the Mayoralty of the town of Bristol. 
Done in the Gihald of Bristol, the 14th day of February, in 
the 7 th year of the reign of King Henry, the fourth since the 
Conquest. 

And we, approving these ordinances, do hereby, for us and 
our successors, as much as in us lies, confirm them. In witness 
whereof, at the special request of the said masters and good men 
of the craft aforesaid, we have hereto put Cur common seal. 
Given in the Gihald of Bristol, on the Monday next after the 
feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the seventh 
year of the reign of King Henry, the fourth after the Conquest.* 

* The first and last paragraphs of the original are in Latin, while the 
Petition of the Fullers, and their ordinances, are in old Norman French. 
The whole is valuable, as showing much the same sort of relations to have 
existed in Bristol, between the Gilds and the Body Corporate, as will pre- 
sently be seen to have existed in Exeter. Further illustrations of the rela- 
tions between the Bristol G ; lds and the Body Corporate, w’ill be found in 
u The Office of the Mayor of Bristol,” printed in Part III. of this 
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(b) Gild op the Kalenders. 

For the consideration of the rites and liberties of the 
Kalenders, of the fraternitie of the church of All Saincts in 
Bristow, who were a brotherhood consisting of clergy and 
laymen, and kept the ancient recordes and mynamcnts, not 
oncly of the towne, but also of other societies in other remote 
places of the kingdome. In consideration whereof, there was 
a commission sent from Walter, bishop of Worcester, unto 
Robert Harell, rector of Dirham and Deane of Bristow, dated 
the 1 8th day of the kalends of June, anno 1318, to warne 
all persons that had any charters, writings, or privilidges, or 
mynuments, concerning the liberties or privilidges of the church 
of All Saincts and fraternities of the Kalenders, to bring them 
in, and also to enquire the truth of the same, in respect that 
most of the charters, writings, and recordes were lost and 
embezeled away, by reason of fire that happened in the place 
or library that was in the said church of All Sainctes. To the 
execution of which commission were called and cyted the Abbott 
and Covent of St. Augustine of Bristow, and divers burgisses in 
the name of the Mayor and Cominaltie of the same towne, and 
also all Rectors and Vickers of the same deanery, who appeared 
some in person and others by theire procurators. These certified 
the said bishop that, in times past, the said fraternitie was called 
the Guild or brotherhood of the cominaltie, cleargy, and people 
of Bristow, and that the place of the congregation of the brethren 
and sisters of the same was used in the church of the Holy 
Trinitie of Bristow, in the time of Ayhvorde Meane and Bris- 
tericke his sonne, who were Lordes of Bristow before the last 
conquest of England. The beginning of which fraternitie did 
then exceed the memory of man ; and did continue successively, 
after the conquest, the place of meeting of the said fraternitie, 

volume. These ordinances of the Fullers, as well as the account of the 
Kalenders and the ordinances of the Ringers which follow, are printed 
from Mr. Pocock’s MS. volume. See before, p. 283, note. 


Clergy and lay- 
men belonged to 
this Gild ; their 
duty being, to 
keep old records 
of Bristol and 
elsewhere. 


Inquiry ordered 
by the Bishop of 
Worcester 
a.d. 1318 , 


many records 
having been lost 
or burnt. 


By whom the 
inquiry >vas made. 


Facts proved 
before them. 


Antiquity of the 
gild. 


Begun before the 
time of William I. 


(.Ill) O! 1 11 K KINOhH.s, 


2 ,sS 


!• >4 

K » ll*-n II, 
U» • * n «t«l 
f ^ ||-«, Tr-ijr 
C ^4 U 
0 


Th« ir*'d '■■a* tl-m 
tol 1 « Iw | a 
*rV » * Jar Jew ». 


TV><* Tribev rnurt 
bu It \ d. 1 


The K) ran of the 
KaV Un «n 
bumcl in the 
of A1U 

Sa is cimrdu 


TIk- 0 articles 
romt be Wept bv 
ail the ringers. 


What men shall 
U 1 to the 

SiW. 


during live lime of William the Conqueror, William Rufus, and 
King Henry the first, and also of Robert Fitzhnymon, Consul! 
of Gloucester and I^onle < sf Bristowe, and subsequently in the 
time of Kim; Steoven, who tooke this townc by warre from 
Robert carlo of Gloucester, that was founder of the priory of 
St. James. And after decease of the said Stceven, and reigne of 
King Henry the second, who was sonne of Maud the empressc 
and daughter to King Henry the first, one Robert Fit/Jmrding, 
a lnirgis of Bristow, by consent of the said Henry the second 
and Robert carle of Gloucester, and others that were intcrcsscd 
therein, the said Guild or brotherhood, from the said church of 
Holy Trinitie unto the church of All Sainctes did translate and 
bring; and did found a schoole for Jewes and other strangers, to 
be brought up and instructed in Christianitic under the said 
fratcrnitic, and protection of the Mayor of Bristow and monastery 
of St. Augustine in Bristol! for the time being ; which house or 
schoole is now called the Checker 1 fall in Wine Street. 

Note here, that the place of Justice called the Tolscy of Bristoll 
and counsaile house of the same, was builded in the third ycarc 
of king Edward VI., and in the ycarc of our Lord 1549 ; which 
was many yearcs after all these matters above written were 
mentioned. And the place wherein the said kalcndcrs and 
library were burned, is the roodc loft or chamber next unto 
the streat, being on the north side of All Sainctes church, over 
the pictured tombe of queene Elizabeth. 

(c) Gild of the Ringers. 

It is agreed and determined, that every one that is or shall be 
of the Company or Society of Saint Stephen's Ringers, shall keep 
all Articles and Decrees that are or shall be specified in this 
Ordinary concerning the good government and peaceable society 
of the said Company ; and that none shall be of the said Society 
but those that shall be of honest, peaceable, and good conversa- 
tion, and such that shall be at all time and times ready to defend 
whatsoever shall be allcdged against the said Company, as well 
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in regard of any challenge as of any other wrong or injury that 
shall be offered and done by any one, of what estate or condition 
soever he be ; so that we may not only stop the mouths of those 
that would or shall exasperate, themselves against us, but also 
gain credit and reputation by our Musical exercise ; that others 
of our rich neighbours, hearing these loud Cymbals with their 
cars, may, by the sweet harmony thereof, be enlarged in their 
hearts to pull one string to make it more sweet. And for these 
and other like causes, We have procured this Ordinary, and do 
confine and oblige ourselves to these articles following : — 

1. Imprimis. For the choosing of every Master, you shall 
put three honest men into the Election ; and he that hath most 
voices to pass on his side, shall be Master of the Company of 
Ringers for the year ensuing. 

2. Item. For the choosing of Wardens, you shall put four 
honest men into the Election ; and that those two of the four 
that have most voices shall be Wardens of the said Company for 
the year ensuing. 

3. Item. You shall have four quarter days every year : (that 
is to say), the 1st, Saint Stephen the Martyr ; the 2nd, the 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary ; the 3rd, Saint John 
the Baptist ; and the 4th, Saint Michael the Archangel. 

4. Item. Upon every one of the said quarter days, every one 
that is a Freeman of the said Company shall pay to the Master 
for the time being, for his quarteridge, one penny. And if he 
doth or shall deny or neglect to pay the same, he shall pay, for 
such his offence, three pence : one penny thereof to the Sexton, 
and the other two pence to the Company. 

5. Item. Every Master for the time being shall give up 
his account upon the seventeenth day of November, of all quar- 
teridges and fines as he shall receive in his year. And if he 
shall deny or neglect, he shall pay, for his offence, the sum of 
twenty shillings to the Company, of his own proper money. 

6. Item. Every Master shall be chosen on Michaelmas day, 
between five and eight of the clock in the morning. If the 
Master shall neglect to send the Wardens to warn the Company, 
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ofionev the sum of six shillings to flu* Company. 

7. I (nth There shall he none made free of the said Company, 
unh ^ he give the Company 11 breakfast, or pay the sum of three 
shilling and four penee in money. 

S. I t*~m. If the Master for the time being shall send to the 
Wardens to warn the Company, and if they neglect the same, 
tiny shall pay for their offence four pence a piece; one penny 
thereof to the Sexton, and the other three pence to the Company. 

9. It<m. If the Master for the time being shall neglect or 
forget to warn the Company, once within every fourteen days, 
for to ring a bisett sett peale, lie shall pay for his offence one 
shilling, to be divided among the Company. 

10. Item . If the Master for the time being shall send to the 
Sexton concerning a peale that shall be rung, either at night or 
in the morning, or at any other time that the Master shall please 
to ring, if he shall deny or neglect to come at tl\c very hour that 
the Master doth appoint him, he shall pay for his offence two 
penee, to be divided among the Company. 

1 1. Item. Every one that is made free of the said Company, 
shall pay to the Sexton four pence for his fee. 

12. Item. If any one of the said Company, after the time 
that he shall come into the Church to ring, shall curse or swear, 
or make any noise or disturbance, either in scoffing or unseemly 
jesting, that the party so offending shall pay for his offence three 
pence, to be divided as aforesaid. 

13. Item . If any 011c of the said Company, after the time 
that he shall come into the Church to ring, shall be so saucy as 
to take the rope to ring, before the Master for the time being 
and the eldest of the said Company who have been Masters shall 
be settled where they please to ring, the party so offending shall 
pay, for such his offence, two pence ; one penny thereof to the 
Sexton, and the other penny to the Company. 

14. Item. If any one of the said Company shall miss to 
strike his Bell at the second sway, in the rising of a peale, he 
shall, for his offence, pay one penny to the Company. 
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15. Item. If any of the said Company shall speak, or make 
any manner of noise, when the Bells do ring, so that the ringers 
or any of them by that means may make a fault, the party so 
offending shall pay for his offence three pence, to be divided 
among the Company. 

1 6. Item. If any of the said Company shall take a rope out 
of his fellow’s hand, when the Bells [are] doing well, and do make 
a fault, to fly off or come too neai*, he shall pay for his offence 
one penny to the Company. 

17. Item. If any of the said Company do or shall, after they 
are come together, quarrel or misuse any of the said Company, 
before they do depart the party so offending shall pay for his 
offence six pence, to the use of the said Company. 

18. Item. It is agreed that every one that shall be chosen 
Master of the said Company, shall spend, of his own proper 
money, the sum of two shillings towards a breakfast ; and the 
rest of the Company to pay the rest of the reckoning. 

19. Item. It is agreed that the persons that shall be chosen 
Wardens shall give unto the Master for the time being a pint 
of Wine a piece. 

20. Item. If any one of the said Company shall be chosen 
Master, and he shall refuse the same, contrary to our Ordinary, 
he shall pay npto the Company three shillings and four pence. 

2 1. Item. If any one of the said Company shall be chosen a 
Warden, and shall refuse the same, he shall pay unto the Com- 
pany one shilling and six pence. 

22. Item. If any one of the said Company shall be so rude 
as to run into the Belfry before he do kneel down and pray, as 
every Christian ought to do, he shall pay, for the first offence, 
six pence, and for the second he shall be cast out of the 
Company. 

23. Item. If any of the said Company shall deny to pay any 
fine or fines that shall be imposed on him by the Master or 
Company, and shall peremptorily stand and contend in the same, 
he shall, for his offence, pay the sum of two shillings, or else be 
utterly excluded for ever, without bail or mainprize. 


There must be no 
talk nor noise 
while the bells 
are ringing. 


None shall take 
the rope out of 
another’s hand. 


Quarrelsome 
members shall 
pay a penalty. 


The Master and 
others shall pay 
for a breakfast. 


Each Warden shall 
give the Blaster a 
pint of wine. 


Whoever is 
chosen Blaster, 
and will not 
serve, shall pay 
a penalty ; 

a».d so with the 
Wardens. 


Every one must 
kneel and pray, 
before going into 
the belfry. 


Whoever does not 
pay tines due, 
shall pay a penalty, 
or be expelled. 
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7j\. I(rtn. It in agreed that, yearly, there shall lie n peale 
mini;, upon the eighth day of October, in remcinhranee of 
\I r. William K\ton, deceased; who gave n legacy of four pounds 
unto the said Company. And if any shall refuse to assist to ring 
the same peale, warning being given by the Master, he shall pay 
four ponce. And if the Master and Wardens for the time being 
shall fail to give warning, they shall, for their neglect, pay one 
shilling a piece to the said Company.* 

25. /(cm. It is agreed that, yearly, there shall be a pcale 
rung, upon the three and twentieth day of November, in reinein- 
braiye of Mr. George Withcrly, deceased ; who gave a legacy of 
five pounds unto the said Company. And if any one shall refuse 
to assist in ringing the same peale, warning being given by the 
Master for the time being, he shall pay four pence. And if the 
Master and Wardens for the time being shall neglect to give 
such warning, they shall, for such their neglect, forfeit and pay 
one shilling a piece to the said Company. 

26. Item. It is agreed that, yearly, there shall be a peale 
rung, upon the four and twentieth day of October, in remem- 
brance of Mr. William Nicholls, deceased (being the day of his 
death); who gave a legacy of five pounds unto the said Company. 
And if any shall refuse to assist in ringing the same peale, warn- 
ing being given by the said Master for the timcj;eing, he shall 
pay four pence. And if the Master and Wardens for the time 
being shall neglect to give such warning, they shall, for such 
their neglect, forfeit and pay one shilling a piece to the said 
Company. 

27. And likewise for Mr. Isaac Elton, deceased, who left 
five pounds, on the twenty second day of November, under the 
like penalty. 

28. And likewise for Mr. Samuel Wyatt, deceased, who left 
five pounds, on the eighth day of June, under the like penalty. 


* At the end of this ordinance is written, between brackets, as follows : 
u who deceased in the year one thousand six hundred and fifty six.” 
The dates of the other deaths are not expressly given ; but there can he no 
doubt that the day appointed, in each case, for ringing the peal, was the 
anniversary of the death. 
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29. And likewise for Mr. George Escott, who has given five 
pounds, on the twenty fifth day of April, yearly, under the like 
penalty. 

30. And likewise for Mr. John Maddick, who has given four 
pounds, on the twenty fifth day of February, yearly, under the 
like penalty. 

Note. — The true date of these Ordinances cannot be known. In 
Mr. Pocock's MS. volume, a number of dates are given, as those of 
copies made one after the other, and through which this copy has come 
lineally down. The earliest of the copies thus named is of the year 
1620. The internal evidence carries the true date of the original 
ordinances to a much earlier time, though each copy has, of course, 
adapted the spelling to its own time. These ordinances bear every 
characteristic of those of gilds that can be identified as flourishing in 
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Even the amount of the fines, 
as well as other internal marks, carry back the date to the same time. 
In the Bristol Mirror of 7th December, 1822, there appeared an 
account of a meeting of this gild, with the addition of what professed 
to be some of the ordinances. But the editor must have been made 
the victim of a hoax. What were thus printed have some likeness to 
some of those now printed; but they are very incomplete and in- 
accurate, and are, moreover, disfigured by a fantastic spelling which 
the writer no doubt thought gave them an air of antiquity, but which, 
in fact, at once stamps them as spurious. Probably some member of 
the gild who had seen the original ordinances, quoted those fragments 
of them from memory, and dressed them up in this fashion under the 
much mistaken notion that an indefinite multiplying of consonants 
and misplacing of vowels would make them pass for “ early English.” 

Mr. Pocock’s MS. gives many further particulars as to this gild, 
including the names of the Masters and Wardens up till a.d. 1834, 
and many fresh memoranda made and ordinances passed, from time 
to time, since 1620. Of these, two may be quoted; the one of which 
shows that the gild admitted others than the usual class of mere 
Ringers; while the other shows that this gild, like all the old gilds of 
any importance, was accustomed to have its annual feast day, with the 
obligation on all the bretheren, save such as were specially excused, to be 
present at the feast. They are as follows: — “Nov. 18, 1700. Admitted 
Mr. James Hollidge, late sherriffe, who paid his fine, 3.S. 8 .d. ; and 
David Kinlock, Rector of S* Stephen Parish, who paid for his 
admittance 3 .s, 4 .d., as allso 4 A. to the Sextone. Paid y e Sextone 
Woman her dews, 2.$. Received by y c Company i.l ,” — “ 17th 
November, 1701. This day agreed, y fc whereas a Bean-feast is annually 


The same for 
another good- 
doer. 


The same for 
another good- 
doer. 
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hel l for y* *oci«-ty of Ringrrh, y* ever)- person of the society, being 
IKTsonally warned. nnd not gnnig a sullicicnt excuse to he allowed oil 
by y MX'icly for hi* not appearing alt y a s* 1 feast, shall pay for such 
default one shilling, to be npplyd towards y* discharge of y° said 
f«Ht. ,f 

'Hie fondness of the English people, through long ages, for music, 
is well known to all students of our history, though there is a vulgar 
error ntlo.it to the contrary.* The ordinances of several gilds given in 
this volume have shown how the brethcren and sistcrcn delighted to go 
in procession, “ with much music”! \jnulta melodia]. But, besides 
this, there were gilds formed for the express purpose of practising 
music. Warton gives an interesting account of one of these in his 
“ History of English Poetry.”! Bishop Percy mentions another in the 
I>say prefixed to the first volume of his “ Reliqncs.”§ Among the 
Returns made in January, 13S9, there is one from the “Gild of the 
Minstrels and Players” of Lincoln. It has already been seen, in the 
ordinances of the Gild of St. Katherine of Stamford, how that most 
charming of all the forms of melody — the ringing of bells in peal — 
was established, at least as early as 1494, as one mark of honour to the 
memory of good-doers to the gild.|| This Bristol Gild of Ringers 
illustrates the same thing in a very striking manner. Where older 
gilds appointed placebo and diriye to be said, with, sometimes, as in 
the case of Stamford, a peal of bells, this gild kept the anniversary of 
the death of good-doers by the ringing of a special peal. 

The importance attached to church Bell-ringing, as a science, can 
he carried hack, by the help of our English records, to an early date. 
In Stowe’s “Survey of London” is the following passage: — “The 
same year [1244] the king [Ilcnry III,] commanded the keepers of 
his works at Westminster, that they should provide for the Abbot of 
Westminster one strong and good beam, to support the Bells of the 
king’s gift; and deliver the said beam to the sacristan. And in the 
39th of the said king, he gave 100 shillings, by payment each half 

* More than three hundred years ago, Erasmus remarked the love of 
music a.s a special characteristic, distinguishing Englishmen from other 
European nations. “ Jam vero video, naturam, ut singulis niortalibus 
Kuam, ita singulis nationibus ac poene civitatibus, communem quandam 
insevisse Philautiam. Atque hinc fieri, ut Britanni, prcctcr alia , formam, 
mu team, et lautas inensas, proprie sibi vendicent.” Morue Encomium , ed. 

P* 1 1 5 i the prefaratory letter to which work, addressed to Sir Thomas 
More, bears the date of a.d. 1508. 

t See, for examples, before, pp. 148, 149. 

t ^ oh h*. p. 536, ed. 1840. § Ed. 1812, p. xlv. 

|1 See before, p. 190. 
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year, to the bretheren of the Guild at Westminster, and their suc- 
cessors, who were assigned to ring the great Bells there, to be paid 
out of his Exchequer, till the king can provide them the value of ioo 
shillings Land or Rent.” * * * § 

Several records are to be found in the Public Record Office as to 
these Westminster and other Bells. One, of 34 Henry III., desires 
Edward Odson to make a bigger bell than those he had made the year 
before; and if he has not metal enough, he must buy it: He must 
not break up any of the old bells to get the metal : And the new 
Bell must be ready by the feast of Edward the Confessor.t Next 
year, Edward of Westminster (no doubt the same man who was, in 
the last year, called the son of Odo) is desired to make another Bell, 
to chime in harmony with the Great Bell of Westminster, though not 
so big.J “Within a month of the last date, the same Edward of West- 
minster is desired to buy two little Bells, and to deliver them to the 
Constable of the Tower of London, to be hung in the Chapel there. § 
Four years later, letters patent, still extant in the Public Record 
Office, were issued (a.d. 1256), granting, to the Gild of Ringers of 
Westminster, the (for that time) large yearly payment of a hundred 
shillings out of the treasury, until rents to that amount were settled 
upon the Gild. || It is added, that these bretheren shall have all the 
liberties and free customs which they have had , from the time of the 
blessed Edward , King and Confessor , until now.** The antiquity of the 

* Stow’s Survey, Book vi. p. 8, ed. 1720. 

f Close Rolls, 34 Hen. III. m. 8. 

% Close Rolls, 35 Hen. III. m. 19 This entry is so curious that I give 
the whole of it : — “ De magna camyana apud Westm ., et aliis fa V Man- 
datum est Edwardo de Westm., sicut Rex alias mandauit, quod fieri faciat 
vnam campanam que respondeat mangne campane Westm., et que non sit 
eiusdem magnitudinis, dum tamen conuenienter ei per consilium magistri in 
sono respondeat. Mangnam eciam crucem collocari faciat in Naui ecclesie 
Westm., et emat duos angelos, in modum Cherubyn, ex utraque parte 
illius erucis collocandos.” 

§ Close Rolls, 35 Hen. III. in. 16. 

|| The original words are : — “ Concessimus pro nobis et heredibus nostris, 
ffrafcribus de Gilda Westm. qui assignati sunt ad pulsand. magnas cam- 
panas,” &c. This is the grant mentioned by Stow, as quoted above. 

** The original words are : — “ Et quod fratres ipsi, et eorum successores 
inperpetuum, habeant omnes libertates et liberas consuetudines quas ha- 
buerunt a tempore beati Edwardi Regis et Confessoris usque ad tempus 
confectionis presencium.” Patent Rolls, 39 Hen. III. m. 12. 

The Rev. H. T. Ellacombe, rector of Clyst St. George, Devonshire, has 
in the press, while this is being written, a work on Bell-Ringing ; and, 
as he and I have exchanged communications on the subject, some of the 
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of \\ cMimiMc r Umbers is thus put beyond the reach of doubt. 
And ' lhg IU n *'* uf Wi stminstcr proves to lie only the young olVspring 
i f a \ < ry ancient race. 

Other example* might he given. Thus, Birmingham lias long 
Inru famous for its jxraN of hells. The Gild of the Holy Cross paid 
“ tlhr ki ping the clocke and the chyme.” * In 1552, it was formally 
recorded that there were, in the old church of St, Martin's of 
Birmingham, " iiij Belles, with a clock and a chyme. *' t And a piece 
of land was. some centuries ago, given to “ Lenchc’s Trust,” J which 
has ever since been called “ Bell-ropc-croft,” and the purpose of 
which was, and still is, that the income shall 0 he employed and 
disjHJsedof for buying of Bell- Ropes for the said Church, and keeping 
the same in order from time to time.” 

same facts will probably nppivir there as here, lint Mr. KllacombcH hook 
will l»e a full and valuable account of a subject of great interest, at which 
I litre only incidentally glance. 

• See before, p. 24S. 

+ S( “ Memorials of Old Birmingham” (second part, Mai and Names), 

p. 91. 

X See before, p. 251. 
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READING. 


The Gild of Reading. 


[Among the Harleian MSS. in the British Museum, is a 
Chartulary of Reading Abbey. In this Chartulary are some 
entries as to what appears to have been a Gild Merchant in 
Reading. A complete copy of the ordinances is not given ; only 
what seem to be short heads or memoranda : and these are 
written in an unusually barbarous kind of Norman-French. A 
literal translation would be unintelligible. The case is histo- 
rically valuable, as showing another source whence information 
as to the old English gilds may be got. It has already been 
seen how the Archbishops of York, one after another, did what 
they could to help on the spirit of local self-reliance. And 
it has been seen how the Bishop of Ely avowed his approval 
of ordinances that denounced, in the strongest terms, the inter- 
meddling of the clergy in secular affairs. It is well known that 
many others, not only of the higher ecclesiastics, but of the 
monastic writers of the chronicles of our history, were among 
the most earnest asserters of free English institutions. But 
there were of course some who were overbearing, and who 
eared nothing for lawful right. Such seems to have been 
the Abbot of Reading in whose day these entries were made 
in the Chartulary of Reading Abbey. The following letter 
will show the bearing which this Abbot took towards the Gild 
of Reading : — ] 


Some hints as to 
Gilds may be 
found in old 
chartularies. 


The Clergy of 
York and Ely 
gave generous 
help; 


but in Reading 
much the coutrary 
otherwise. 
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TV Al Vt and liU 
1* *T are supreme 
in ti »t j*art of the 
world. 


So, Mr. Warden, 
do not earn a 
maoc, f r let any 
nr-« eUe earn it. 
Ik- <• **urt with 
lV two ii # j»ed- 
utaveft of tlie 
Abbot. 
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Liiirr* Hr /is Henri t s*x ti, directs Custodi Cl ilde dc licdymj. 
WMIhIom.1, wo gretc you wol. And how-hc-hit tlmt wo cnllo to 
ouro nimmhrnunee how tlmt, nt our last beyng at the Townc of 
ludnig, wo licenced you to here oonly the masc hyforc us, so 
that it ho not prejudicial! unto oure Churehe and Monasterie of 
Rodyng ; yet, nathelesse, ye vse it other-wise than was or is 
nccordyng to oure entent. In-so-mtich that, as we sithens have 
clcrly pcrecyvcd, by seheweng of evidences and credible report 
made vnto vs of the antique vsage and custumc had in the 
same townc, that hit is contraric to the ffrannehise and lihertees 
of oure said Church and .Monasterie, hy oure noble aunccstcres 
grauntid and by vs conformed, you to be called or here, other in 
name or in signe, other-wise than as keper of the Gilde of 
Reding, admitted by the Abbot of oure said Monasterie, and 
not by vs, for to hauc any masc or cny other signe of ofliecrc or 
ofiice to be born by you, or any other man, with-in the said 
town and (Franchise of Rcilyng, sauyng oonly twoo tipped stalls, 
to be born by the bay 1 if of thabbottes of our said monasterie, 
graunted and yeuen to thabbot and eonuent of the same oure 
monasterie at the first fFundacion tlierof, oute of Court of 
Marclmlsie, eldest of Record c, with al manor Courtcs, pices of 
dette, of trespassc, and other, and also execucion of the same to 
be doon by bis baylif and by noon other ; as in tlicirc charters 
of graunte and confirmacion more evidently hit appereth. We 
therfor wollc and charge you straitly, that ye lie vse nor here 
any masc nor other signe, nor do to be born by non other 
personae, with-in the said Townc and {Franchise tlierof, wherby 
the intercssc and right of oure said monasterie might in any 
wysc be interrupted or hurted ; wiche we ne wolde nor never 
entended, sauyng oonly tlic two tipped stafes in inaner and 
fourmc as is aboue rehersed, as ye desire to please vs, and wol 
eschew the contrary. Yeuen vndcr oure signet, at Eltham, the 
xxx, day of Jnilh 
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EXETER. 

( a ) Gild of the Tailors. 

[The records of this gild give an instructive example of the 
character, working, and usefulness, of a middle age Craft-Gild in 
England, and also of the disagreements that sometimes arose 
between an influential gild and the governing body of the 
borough. There is an apparent anomaly on the face of these 
records ; inasmuch as, while a charter was granted to the gild 
in the sixth year of Edward IV., everything contained in this 
charter was repealed, by Act of Parliament, on petition of the 
Mayor and Corporation of Exeter, in the twenty -second year of 
the same reign : and yet we find the gild afterwards going on, 
and prospering, and exercising all the powers named in the 
charter, just the same as if no such Act had passed. And, what 
seems even stranger, no trace can be found, on the records of 
the gild, either of the petition of the mayor, or of anything 
that befel the gild, or was done by the gild, in consequence of 
that petition and the enactment that followed it. 

The only explanation seems to be that, a quarrel having 
arisen between the corporation and the gild, the former went to 
extremes ; but that, after the prayer of their petition had 
(perhaps unexpectedly) been granted, the parties came to terms, 
settled their differences, and mutually agreed to treat the Act of 
Parliament as a nullity. Certain it is, that the gild and the 
corporation thenceforth both flourished, side by side, and on the 
best mutual terms, just as if there had never been any quarrel 
or .act of suppression, and that the authority of the gild was 
never .practically questioned. The charter of Edward IV. was, 
indeed, again and again recognised and confirmed by later 
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kiiur* : im«l fro*h onlinnnce# ami byc-lnws were ii^nin and lignin 
iihhIo b\ the LriM in Inter times, and hanctioncd by the judges 
in due form of law. 

It will l>o most convenient to give here, first, an outline of 
the original charter; scrawl, some particulars of the quarrel 
that arose between the Gild and the Corporation, and of the 
transactions that took place thereon, including the Petition of the 
Mayor and Corporation against the Gild, with the enactment 
founded thereon ; and, afterwards, the Ordinances of the gild, 
with some illustrations of their practical working. For, though 
the greater part of those Ordinances were made and in use before 
the date of the Petition, the original ordinances, with the addi- 
tions made to them from time to time, endured for centuries 
after the Petition and the enactment founded on it had been 
forgotten.] 


(i) Charter of Edward IV.* 

Py these Letters Patent, the King, for himself, his heirs and 
successors, so far as he has power, enables his leiges of the 

• I here use, unwillingly, tho word “Charter,” in conformity with 
custom. It would be more accurate to speak of all such documents as 
“Letters Patent.” A “Charter” is, properly, the dealing with some 
property that a man has of his own, and which, by the Charter, he gives 
over to some one else. The grant of Jurisdiction is quite a different thing. 

I give only an outline of these Letters Patent, as the most important 
parts of them are fully set forth in the King's Award and in the Petition 
which follow, though other parts are there ingeniously suppressed. 

The original Charter (Latin) is in the archives of the Corporation of 
Exeter. In 1863, I wrote to the Town-Clerk of Exeter, asking if there 
were, in the archives of the Corporation, any traces of this gild — the 
Petition and Enactment as to it being then well known to me. lie replied 
that there were none. But the Corporation of Exeter, wiser than many 
others, bethought themselves, thereupon, that it would be well to know 
what really was contained in their archives. They were happy enough 
to engage the services of Mr. Stuart Moore, a gentleman not only of great 
experience in such matters, but who takes a lively and intelligent interest in 
them. Under his skilfully applied wand it is that, knowing what I have 
been seeking, the discovery has been made of all the records here given as to 
this gild, except that which I had already found on the Rolls of Parliament. 
But I must acknowledge the ready allowance, by the Corporation of Exeter, 
of the making of any extracts that I wished to use for the present work. 
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Craft of Tailors in the city of Exeter, to establish a gild of the 
men of the said craft, and others ; to maintain and encreasc it ; 
and to choose a Master and four Wardens. They may wear 
a livery, and hold meetings, and have feasts, and make such 
ordinances as they think best. The gild shall be a Body 
Corporate, and have a Common Seal, and may plead and be 
impleaded by the name of the Body Corporate. The Master 
and Wardens shall control the gild, and amend the misdoings 
of any of its members or their servants. No one shall have a 
board or shop of that craft, unless free of the city ; nor shall 
any one be let join the gild unless known to be good and 
faithful. The Master and Wardens shall have a general con- 
troul over the craft of tailors, and over others joining the gild, 
and their crafts ; and may, with the consent of the Mayor of the 
city for the time being, amend all defaults found. None else 
shall have such controul, except the said Master and Wardens, 
or the Mayor and his deputies. Given at Westminster, on 17th 
November, 6 E. IY. (a.d. 1466). 

[Below is written] By writ of privy seal, and by authority 
of Parliament, on the date aforesaid ;* and for forty shillings 
paid into the hanaper. 

[A fragment of the Great Seal still remains attached to the 
original charter. This charter is recited at full length in, and 
confirmed by, “inspeximus” charters of Henry VIII., Edward VI., 
Philip and Mary, and Elizabeth.] 

* No authority of Parliament is, in fact, named in the Charter. The 
“ authority of Parliament” thus invoked, seems to be what is implied in 
the Act of Resumption of 4 Ed. IV. ; in which Act all Letters Patent 
granted to “ the Wardeyn or Maistres of any Craft or Craftes,” and also 
the “Graunte of Licence by the Kyng to founde or make any Fraternite, 
Gylde,” &c., are recognised and declared to be good ; a recognition which 
is repeated in the Act of Resumption of 7 Ed. IV. See further as to these 
Acts in the Introduction. 


A Gild of Tailors 
shall be founded 
in Exeter ; 

who shall choose 
officers, wear a 
livery, hold feasts, 
make ordinances, 
be a body cor- 
porate, and have 
a common seal. 


The Master and 
Wardens shall 
have control over 
tailors and others 
of the gild. 


Dated 17 Novem- 
ber, 14C0. 


( 2 ) Qt AHHLh nKTWKKN T1IK GlLI) A>’» Till: COHI’OUATION. 
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[The quarrel between the Tailors’ CJihl and the Corporation 
mi ms to have begun within a short time after the grant of the fore- 
going Charter, and to have been carried on with great heat. In 
n large folio volume, compiled by John Vowell, alias llokcr,* 
Chamberlain of Exeter in the time of Elizabeth, and which still 
remains in MS. among the records of the Corporation, is found 
the following passage, under date of 15 Edward IV. : — ] 

Mtl : that, this yerc, there was a greate controversyc betwene 
the Mayor and Citcsens of the one pnrtic, and the companye of 
the Taylors of the other partie, for and concernynge a new in- 
corj>oracion w°b the snide company of Taylors had procured from 
the kinge; whereof ensued greate trobles, longe and chardgeble 
suetes. Put, after too yeres, the kinge ended the same, and 
delyvered his determynation, under his j»rivie scale, unto M r . Pctdr 
Courteneye, then Deane of the Cathedrall Churche of St. Peters 
in this Citie ; and he delyvered the same to botlie parties. And, 
albeit this was a fynall order of all suetes yn lawe, yet the 
nialyce and grcefV w cl1 was coneeved hereof could not, yn longe 
tyme, be satisfied nor appeased. 

[The tmth of this “ Memorandum ” is fully borne out by 
numerous entries found in the Corporation records. In an old 
paper book, of contemporary date, mention is made, in 16 E. IV., 
of the disfranchisement of several tailors by name ; and the 
command is issued that “non inhabitant shall, from hensforth, 
make no garneamentes w* ony taylo r underneth writen and 
disfranchised, ne wyth no noder of there opinion, uppon payne, 
for the fyrstc gylte, xl d. : and for the second gylte, vi .s. viij.ri. ; 
and the iij. gylte, to lese his tranches.” Some tailors who 
were on the city council were even refused the usual gifts, of 

* Hoker’s Memorials were largely used in Izacke’s “Antiquities of 
Exeter.” 
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wine and canon bread, made at Christmas to the members of 
that body ; while some men are found to have been of souls so 
mean that, to keep the city franchise, they “ renunced the charto T 
purchased by the taylo r ys contrary to the liberties of the cite, 
and euery poynte of the same, and the use of lit, by ther oth 
made vppon the crucifyxe and the holy Euangelistes.” * But, on 
September 22, 17 E. IV. (that is, after the King’s Award), we 
find that, “ in opyn Court, the Mayer and baylleffies, by the 
assent of the xxiiijti, at instans and contemplacyon of owre 
soverayne lord the kyng, according to certyn instrucyons by- 
nethe wretin,+ toke, reputed, and declai-ed the said personcs nott 
discomened nor disfraunchesid for any matter or cause touchyng 
the variances bytwext the sayd Mayer, baileffes, and Communalte, 
on the tone party, and the Maister and Wardens of the craft of 
Taylours, yn the other party, passid before this tyme.” 

On the other hand, it seems that the Tailors’ gild tried to 
carry their charter into active effect with a very high hand. 
Doubtless the facts were highly coloured by the corporation 
officers ; but on the Bolls of the Mayor’s Court of Exeter, during 
the 15th, 1 6th, and 17th years of E. IV., there are found many 
presentments, which set forth how divers of the gild have tried 
to enforce the payment, by tailors in the town, of their fees to 
the gild ; and we are told, in the extraordinary Latin of the 
day, how, “ modo guerrino arraiati, vi et armis, videlicet jackis, 
doblettis of defence, swerdis, bokelers, gleyves and stavys, in 
domo” of the offender they went, and beat and threatened cer- 
tain men who held out. Sometimes their weapons are described 
as “ arcubus, glayvis, baculis, et daggariis,” or as “ gladiis et 
daggariis ; ” but the object is always the same. In one instance 
the offence is aggravated by one of the wrong-doers being 
further presented as playing dice and cards within the city. 

All these things were going on during the 15th, 16th, and 
17 th years of E. IV. Meantime, the corporation was sparing- 
no expense to get up a case against the gild. Entries are found 

* It must have been cases of this kind which roused the indignant 
action of the gild, of which an example will be found after, p. 323. 

’V These are what are given on the next page, under the head of The 
King’s Award. 
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in the Krctiitrs’ Account*. and cIm where, of mnncyft paid, uj^siii i 
nnd n^iiii, to tliOM* going to London “ pro materia CLsorum 
for large c\|>oiims inenrrcd in the same mutter from time to 
time; for horse hire in riding to Taunton to get some evidence*, 
nnd getting it written out under t lie common seal of Taunton ; 
and for taking that evidence up to London, etc. etc. 

At length the matter was brought before tbe king in council ; 
and the following is the curious record of the award made : — ] 


(3) The King’s Award. 


ti*» » a 1 

\-T v * .r. 

D> tr* (Ml 

1 Jk.n •— 

#< A rrrau o*nin>- 
ur v kl»«ri 
the i ik. a ml the 
Tay- ra. ,# 


“The oontrtmrsie 
It com | r nniutl 
to the k>nyc.’* 


Memoraucl : that, concerning this corporncion, greate trohlcs 
grewe hctwccnc the Mayer and Coinminalte of tlionc partie, and 
the company of the saidc Taylors of thother partie ; Thone 
sup])osinge t lie new graunted Charter to be prejudicial!, and 
ngaynst the lyberties of tbe Citie, and tbothcr parte, bcinge men 
of good weltlie and countenance, and sundrie of theyme then of 
tlic common eounsell of the Citie, standiuge upon theire repu- 
tation, nnd myndynge not to take the foyle, stande to meanctcanc 
nud defende theyre cause. Whereupon fell and folowcd grcate 
trebles and enemitie: for some were disfraunehised, some im- 
prysoned, some theire shop windows shutt downe ; and sochc of 
theym as were of the common eounsell were excluded. And by 
that meanes the matter was brought yn question before the 
kinge ; who, tnkinge the hiringe and determynation thereof yn to 
his owne handes, dyd decyde and ende the controvcrsie, and by 
decree did sett downe bis fynall order and determynation, w cl1 is 
as folowcthe : 


The Decree and order of kinge Edwarde the fourthe, for 
the endinge and appeasinge of the controversies and 
variaunccs betweene the Mayer, bayliffes, and com- 
munaltc of tbe citie of Execster, of thone partie, and 
the company of the Taylors of the same, of the 
other partie. 


“ The kynsre, by 
tl«*dvise of his 
cminsell and con- 
sen 1 of the Thirties, 


Cure sovereigne lorde, willinge allwyse to sett a fynall ende 
and Concorde betwexte the Mayor, bayliffes, and communalte, of 
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the citie of Exceter, yn that one partie, and the crafte of Taylors 
of the saide Citie, yn that other partie, yn appcasinge the 
varyaunces of the saide parties ; by the advise of the lordes 
spirituall and temporall of his gveatc counseyll, yn his palleys of 
Westmynster, the xxij. of ffeverer, the xvj. yere of his reigne, 
yn presence of Richer cl Wagot and John Sayer, proctors and 
atturneys of the saide Mayer, bayliffes, and communes, and 
Riclierd Tournour and William Sengill, proctors and atturneys 
of the Master and Wardens of the sayde crafte of Taylours, 
asldnge instantly a fynall decree and judgement to he given 
and made yn this behalffe : It was consydered, advised, and 
finally decreed, judged, and determyned, yn manner and forme 
as folowethe : — 

ffyrst, that the Master and Wardons of the fraternitie and crafte 
of Taylors and successors, shall use theire saide letters patentes 
after the manor of the same unto this clause : — “ Ac eligere, 
habere, et facere possint, unum magistrum et quatuor custodes 
de se ipsis, quotiens eis placuerit vel opus fuerit, pro guberna- 
tione, custodia, et regimine, fraternitatis preclicte imperpetuum:” 
— w cl1 clause the saide Master, Wardens, and companye, and 
theire successors, shall use yn this wyse ; that is to saye, as 
often as any election shalbe made of the master and wardens of 
the saide crafte, suehe master and wardens shalbe chosen of 
men of the same crafte onely and none other. 

Item, where it is conteigned yn another clause of the saide 
letters patentes yn these words : — “ Ibidem facere ordinationes 
inter scipsos, prout sibi viderint magis necessarios et oportunos, 
pro meliori gubernatione fraternitatis predicte : ” — The saide 
Master, Wardeus, and theire successors, shall make no suehe 
ordynaunces, by force of the saide wordes, that shalbe preju- 
cliciall or derogatyve to the lyberties, ffranchasies, right and 
laufull customes, of the bisshop, Deane and chapter, Mayer, 
bayliffs, and communalte, nor to any of their successors. 

Item, where it is conteyned yn the scide letters patentes : — 
“ Quod fraternitalem predictam sive misterium, infra civitatem 
et in suburbis ejusdem, orclinare et regulare, et defectus 
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makethe a 
fynall ende and 
determination.” 


[Both parties 
having appeared 
by their attor- 
neys.] 


*' The Master and 
Wardens of the 
Taylors shalbe 
onelye chosen [of] 
men of the same 
occupation,” 


“ The M r and 
Wardens shall 
make no order 
prejudicial! to 
the lyberties of 
the byshop and 
his churche, or to 
the Mayer and 
Citie/* 
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man !->nest and 
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corundum no •i*r\ imtiuni Mionim, per vi*tuni prnhorum liomi- 
iniin tt inn^i- Miiliciontiuiu tlo mistorn ilia, corrigerc ct omen- 
dm\ | it n> i 1 1 1 — Tlmughe the saide wordes lie gcnerall, the 
Hxiith* master* wimleiis, and tlicire successors, shall ordcigne 
and rule the snide fniteruitic and mysterie w ll, in the jurisdition 
td the said Citie onelye ; and the tlefaultes of they m that lie of 
the saide crafte, and tlicire servanntes, yn suelie thinges as to 
tlicire snide era ft c of Taylors onely bclongethe, w tIl in the snide 
jurisdiction of the snide Citie, and yn none other place, shall 
onely correete and amende ; the frnuclmsies, liberties, righto, and 
InufTull eustomes of the saide Mayer baylifles and communnlte 
nlhvayes saved. 

Item, where it is contcigned yn a-nother clause yn the saide 
letters patentes : — “Quod nullus, infra lihertatem illam ci vitatis 
prcdicte, mensam vel shopam de mistera ilia teneat, nisi sit 
do libertatc civitatis prcdicte; nec aliquis ad lihertatem illam 
pro mistera ilia admittatur, nisi per prcdictos inagistrum 
et custodies ct suceessores suos testificetur quod bonus, fidclis, 
ct idoncus sit pro eisdem : n — The saide M r , Wardens, and 
tlicire successors, if they testifie to the saide May re and 
baylifles for the tyme beingc that any person be good, 
trow, and liable for the same crafte, other then have benne 
jirentyse or ought to be free there by tlicire birthc, And there- 
upon desire the saide Mayor and baylifles to make him a 
freeman of the saide citie yn the same crafte ; Then lie so 
presented to be by theym admitted. But if it be so that the 
saide Mayor and baylifles understaunde him that sliolde be 
made free be not of good disposition, nor good conversation, 
in \v f h case the saide Mayor and baylifles shall mowe, by tlicire 
diseresion, refuse to make him a flYee man of the saide citie yu 
the saide crafte. And if so be that there be any person of the 
same crafte, that is good, trewe, and liable to be made a free- 
man of the saide Citie yn the saide crafte, w ch the saide Master 
and Wardens refuse to testifie liable to the saide Mayor and 
baylifles of the saide Citie ; Then the saide Mayer and baylifles 
for the time beinge do call before theym the saide M r and 
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Wardens, to shew if they have any cause resonable why the 
saitle person sholde not be made ffree man of the same erafte. 
And thereupon the same Mayer and bayliffes, callinge unto 
theym the xxiiij or of the commun counsell, or the more parte of 
theym, and delyberation had upon the cause so to be shewed, 
shall mowe refuse, or admytt, the saide person to be a ffreeman 
of the saide craftes after theire descretion. 

Item, where yn another clause conteigned yn the saide letters 
patentes it is conteigned : — “ Quod predict! Magister et custodes, 
et successores sui, Magistri et custodes fraternitatis predicte 
pro tempore existentes, imperpetuum habeant et faciant plenum 
scrutinium in et de mistera predicta, ac omnibus aliis personis 
qui cum scissoribus infra dictam civitatem nostram et suburbia 
ejusdera privilegiati existant seu existent : et de talibus misteris 
quibus ipsi seu eorum aliquis utuntur seu utitur, vel ante hec 
tempora usi fuerunt vel usus fuit : ac omnes defectus inter eos 
inventos, secundum descretiones suas, per supervisum majoris 
dicte civitatis nostre pro tempore existentis, eorrigere et refor- 
mare valeant — The saide M r Wardens and successors shall 
have and make full serche of and yn the foresayde erafte, onelye 
w th in the jurisdition of the citie, and no where ells : and the 
defaultes founden there touchinge the saide erafte of Taylors, 
onely, after theire descretion to amende and reforme ; The 
lyberties, franchases, right and lauffull costomes of the mayer 
bayliffes and communalte and theire successors allwayes saved. 

Item, that the saide M r and Wardens, and theire successors, 
shall use theire letters patentes yn all thinges not repugnant to 
the premisses, nor any of theyme, w th out interruption of the 
saide Bisshop, Deane and Chapter, Mayer, bayliffes, and com- 
munalte, and theire successors : the lyberties, ffranchasies, right 
liberties, and lauffull customes of the saide Mayer, bayliffes, and 
communalte, alwayes saved : Provided allwaye, that if any diffi- 
culty or ambiguitie yn understandinge or usinge of the premisses, 
or any of theyme, be had or moved betwene the sayde parties, 
that then the interpretation and determynacion thereof be re- 
fferred unto o r sovcrcigne lorde the kinge and his counsell. 


“TheM r andWar- 
dens shall make 
serche onelye 
w th in the juris- 
dition of the citie 
and touchinge the 
saide erafte 
onelye.” 


“ The M r and War- 
dens w th out inter- 
ruption shall use 
theire letters 
patentes, beinge 
not repugnant to 
this order.” 


‘‘All doubtestobe 
referred to the 
kinge and the 
counsell.” 
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Tl e Maror, Town 
( k-rk ( ' ), and 
Courr- 1 b Id a 
win*- part*, to 
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King’s Award. 


Heavy costs in- 
curred in the 
matur of ilie 
l*ri>ftt- If ill for 
annuilii*^ the 
Cliart<-r of the 
OiM of Tailor*. 


Note. — Since these pages ns to the gilds of Exeter were put in 
tj jx\ Mime fact- ha\e liecn found, which somewhat modify what is said 
In f. ri\ p. 2 i) 9; and which show with great clearness how doggedly 
the Corporation harassed this gild, through its earlier years. Having 
urged ti|H)u Mr. Moore (sec before, p. 300, note) that there must he 
some tracts among the records of the Corporation, giving fuller details 
as to the facts, and the costs, of the proceedings taken, he at length 
found several entries, in the old account hooks of the Receiver of 
Exeter, which throw much light upon the whole matter. 

f I*hc following is the substance of some of these (the originals being 
in Latin) : — 

14-15 Ed. IV. My [John Att Wyll’s] expenses in London, 
against the Tailors, xxvj.s. viij.c/. Also paid to Master Thomas 
Elyot going to London in the same matter, xl.s. 

16-17 Ed. IV. Paid to John Lang, by order of the xxiiij or , to 
ride to Taunton and elsewhere, to gather proofs ( pro litteris 
testimonialibus) against the Tailors, vj .s. viij.c/. 

And for writing out one proof at Taunton, x.d. And for 
getting the Common Seal of that town put thereto, x\.d. And for 
the hire of a horse for John Lang to ride to Taunton in two stages, 
for eight days, ij.s. viij.c/. And to John Bysshop for the carriage 
of the same proof to London, among other despatches (et aliis 
literis ), viij.c/. 

And for wine, in the house of Mathew Jubbe, for the Mayor, 
John Denys, and the xxiiij, after communication had, in the 
church of St. Peter, with John Fortescue and John Courtenay, 
the King’s Commissioners, viij.c/. 

This wine was thus jovially quaffed when the making of the King’s 
Award was made known to the officials. But the matter did not end 
there. See the extract given before, p. 302. 

22 Ed. IV. Added at the end of the accounts of 20-21 Ed. IV., 
is the following remarkable entry: — Hut afterwards, namely on 
the 10 th January in the 22 nd year of Ed. IV., John Kelly paid to 
John Atwyll and Mathew Jubbe, for annulling the charter of the 
Tailors {pro adnullacione carte Sissorum), by assent of the xxiiij or , 
xxxij./i.; together with viij.//., in discharge of Roger Werth, for 
moneys paid to the King. And viij.s. and ij .d., the balance, was 
given, by the grace of the city, to the Gild of Corpus Christi, to 
lighten their charges this year. And so all are quits. 

The foregoing paragraph seems to show that a sum of money, — a 
very large one for those days, — had been voted by the xxiiij (i.e. the 
Town Council), in order to procure the final abasement of the Gild of 
Bailors; and that this statement of account was taken to be a final 
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balance-sheet upon the whole affair, finished off with a gracious gift of 
the small balance left. The following entry shows that this belief was 
as vain a one as was the hope that the Tailors’ Gild had, by this costly 
expenditure, been crushed. 

22-23 Ed. IV. For the expenses of the Receiver, about the 
business of the city, in London, lvj.s. viij.c/. And for the expenses 
of John Attwyll about the business of the city, during Parliament, 
touching the annulling of the charter of the Tailors and others, 
lxxix.s. viij.c?. And for work done ( pro laboribus ) by the same 
Receiver and John, iiij.Zi. 

While the first two entries above given seem to refer to the fight 
which was, at the time, thought to be ended by the King’s Award, the 
last two unquestionably refer wholly to the management of the Petition 
which next follows. I think I may safely say that they give us the 
earliest account of the costs of soliciting a Private Bill in Parliament 
that is known to exist. 

(4) Petition to Parliament, and Enactment thereon, 
in the Twenty-second Year of Edward IV.* 

Item, quedam alia Peticio exhibita fuit prefato Domino Regi, 
in presenti parliamento, per Majorem, Ballivos, et Communi- 
tatem Civitatis Exon’ in Com’ Deuon’, in bee verba : — 

To the kyng oure Souereign Lord ; In most humble wise 
shewith unto youre Highnes and good grace, your true and 
feithfull Subjettes, the Mayer, Baillifes, and Comynalte of youre 
Cite of Exeter in the Countie of Deuon’ ; that where the seide 
Cite is, and of tyme that no mynde ys hath bene, an olde Cite 
corporate, of Maicr, Baillifs, and Comynaltee, And the Mayer 
therof for the tyme beyng, by all the seid tyme, hath had and 
used to haue the entier rule, ouersight, and gouuernaunce, of 
all Marehaunts, Mercers, Drapers, Grocers, Taillours, and all 
other artificers, inhabitaunts within the same, and the cor- 
reccion and punysshement of all offences within the seid Cite, 
by theym or any of theym, or any other persone, there eom- 
mytted, ayenst youre lawes, the commune wele, politike rule, 
and goode gidyng of the same Cite, under the proteccioun and 
grace of -youre Highnes and of youre noble progenitours. Which 


Further heavy 
costs found to 
have been in- 
curred in the 
matter of this 
Private Bill. 


Per majore, Bal- 
liuis, et Coramuni' 
tate, Ciuitatis 
Exon. 


The mayor, 
bailiffs, and com- 
monalty of 
Exeter petition. 


Exeter has been 
a city corporate 
time out of mind, 


and the mayor 
has had undivided 
governance there. 


* From the original Roll of Parliament in the Public Record Office. 
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Cite, by the f*id tjine, hath ben well ami quietly gidid, in 
pxnlo trnmpiillilo, pc s and quieto of the same; unto nowe 
Kte. that the men of the Craftc of Taillours within the same 
Cite, bv Mtpplicftcoun made unto yourc Higlmes, optevned yourc 
Letters Patentee, beryng date the xvij th day of Nouemberc the 
vjtli y cre of yourc most noble reign, that they, in the same 
Cite, a Gilde or flraternyte, in the honor of seint John baptist, 
of the men of the seid Craftc and other, myght make, vnye, 
foundc, create, ereete, and stablissh ; And that Gildc or firater- 
nite, so vnyed, founded, create, ereete, and stablisslicd, to bane, 
liolde and enyoie, to theym and to thcr succcssours for ever ; 
And that they the same Gildc or fraternyte myght auginncnte 
and enlarge, as ofte and when it shuld seme to theym nccessarie 
and belioufull ; And that the men of that Gildc or fraternyte, in 
the honor of seint John Baptist, cticry ycre myght hauc, holdc, 
and cncrease the seid Gilde or fraternyte of the seid Taillours, 
and other pcrsoncs, that they shuld reeeyue in-to the seid frater- 
nyte, and chcsc, haue, and make, a Maister and iiij. Wardyns of 
theym-sclf, as oft as it shall please theym, or node shuld be, for 
the gouernannee of the kcpyng and rule of the same fraternyte 
for ever, as best slmld please theym ; And to make Ordcnaunccs 
among theym-sclf, as to theym myght be-seme most nccessarie 
and behoucfull for the seid fraternyte; And oucr that, that the 
same Master and Wardeyns, and their succcssours, shuld be per- 
petuall and liauc capacitc ; And over that, that they the seid fratcr- 
nite or Maister, within yourc seid Cite, and in the Subburbis 
of the same, myght ordcign and rule, and the defautes of theym 
and of there scruauntcs, by the sight of men of the same Misteric, 
corrcctc and amende, as shall by theym seme best to be doon ; 
And that no man within the libertc of the seid Cite, any horde 
or shoppe of the seid Misteric shuld liolde, but if lie were of the 
Libcrtic of the seid Cite ; nor any man to the libertie or fredome 
of the same Cite, for the seid Mistere, sliulde be admytted, but 
by the seid Maister and Wardeyns, or their succcssours, it be 
witnessed that lie were goodc, true, and behoucfull for theym ; 
And that the seid Maister and Wardeyns, and their succcssours, 
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Maisters and Wardeyns of the saide fraternyte for the tyme 
beyng, for euer, haue and make plaync serche, in and of the seid 
Misterie, of all persouns that with Taillours within the seid Cite 
and subburbis therof were or shuld be preuyleged, and of suche 
Misterie that they or any of theym use or before had used. By 
force of which letters patentes, the seid men of the seid Craft 
haue made a Gylde and fraternyte of seynt John Baptist within 
the same Cite, and of theym-self a Maister and iiij. Wardeyns, 
and haue taken into ther seid Gilde, and daily doon, many 
inhabitauntes of the same Cite, and dyvers craftes other than of 
theym-self, and dyvers other not inhabitauntes within the same 
Cite ; by the which they be in such grete number, and many of 
the same Gilde and fraternyte been of such evill disposicoun 
and unpesible, that the Maier of the seid Cite may not gyde and 
rule the people youre Subgettes of the same, nor correcte suche 
defautes as ought by hym to be correcte, for the wele of youre 
peas, and goode gydyng of the seid Cite, accordyng to his oth, 
dutie, and charge. And over this, they oft-tymes haue made 
and caused to be made dyuers Conuenticles, commocions, and 
grete division amonges youre people there, contrarie to youre 
lawes and peas, in euyll example, and likly to growe to the sub- 
mercion 1 and distruccion of the same Cite, and of the goode, 
sadde, and polityk rule of the same, withoute due remedy be 
had by youre goode grace in this behalf. 

Please it youre Highnes, of youre most benyng grace, con- 
sideryng the premisses, by tliadwys of youre lordes spirituell 
and temporell, and the communes, in this present Parlement 
assembled, and by auctorite of the same, to ordeyn, stablissh, 
and enacte, that the seid letters patentes, and every thyng con- 
teigned in the same, And the seid Gilde and fraternyte, and all 
thyng perteynyng to the same Gilde and fraternyte, be irrite, 
cassed, adnulled, voide, and of noo force nor effect : Any Acte, 
Ordynaunce, or Provision, by parliament or otherwise made or 
had, in any wise notwithstondyng. 

Qua quidem Peticione in parliamento predicto lccta, audita, 


The tailors have 
done it, 


and their gild lias 
greatly nourished ; 


and so the mayor 
finds himself no 
longer with un- 
divided sway. 


And the gild-folks 
hold conventicles. 


All this is very 
alarming. 


1 (sic.) 


So we pray that 
Parliament will 
quash the Letters 
Patent and the 
gild also. 
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at I *• *. J 


( 5 ) Okdinancks of tin: Gili>.+ 
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The master aixl 
►iuUl 
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To the worship of God, and of ourc Lady Scyntc Marye, and 
of Seynt John the Baptyste, and of allc Ilalowys, tlics heth the 
Ordenaunec made and astahled of the fIVatcrnyte of crafte of 
Taylorys, of the Cyte of Excctcr, hy asente and conscntc of the 
ffraternyte of eraftc afioresayd y-gcdcred tlierc to-gederc, flor 
ever more to yndewre. 

flyrste, hy t ys onioned, by wertu of the charters i-graunted by 
ourc soucrayn Lordc the Kinge Edwarde the iiij.te, the vj. ycrc 
of his rayne,+ that the M. of the flbrsaydc eraftc flor the tyme 
beynge, every }mrsday,§ to be at the common halle, or els a debet 


* The above Petition and Answer form what is now called a “ Private 
Act." All Private Acts, as well as the Bills on which they arc founded, 
are, even at this day, formally begun by a Petition to the Crown. It will 
be seen that the Petition is here expressly declared (p. 309) to have been 
“ exhibita Domino Kegi, in presen ti parliament ” See note, p. 308. 

t From the original in the archives of the Corporation of Exeter. Mr. 
Stuart Moore has found three volumes, containing the record of the affairs 
of this Gild from its beginning until its end, which latter befell no longer 
ago than the second quarter of the present century ; whereupon the Gild 
Kccords were given to the Corporation. The first two volumes appear to 
have been very blunderingly bound, vol. ii. being put before vol. i., and 
many leaves of vol. i. being transposed. 

The first eight of the ordinances that follow, are written in a different 
hand from the remainder of this group ; but all of this group, as well 
as the oaths, seem to have been written in the time of Ed. IV. Later 
ordi nances will be found further on. 

I have put the extracts, as far as I am able, into chronological order, 
without regard to the accident of the manner in which they are bound 
up together. 

X “ Edward the iiij.^ ” has been altered, by a later hand, to “Harry viij. 10 , 
the ij. yore.” This proves that these ordinances were kept in use during 
all the time between. 

f The words “every bursday ” have been crossed out by a later hand. 
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ffor hym, [to alle tymes wen nedc schall requer*], apoun paync 
of ijii. of wex. And every Wavdon that ys absent wt-oute cause 
resnabyll, schall pay a li. of wex to the usse and profyt of the 
forsayde ffraternyte. And the fforsayde M. and Wardonys that 
the be there every jmrsday asyned,+ at ix. at clocke, and there 
to ordenne and rewle that may be ffor the welle of the ffraternyte 
and crafte a fforsayde, and non to do w* owte yoder. 

Also hyt ys i-ordenyd, by the M. and Wardonys yand the 
common counsell afforesayd, that every person Jj 1 ys preuelage 
w* the crafte aforesayde, thatys of the waylore of xx.li. ofgoodes, 
and aboffe, schalbe of M. ys ffeleschipe and cloJ>ynge. And every 
person that ys of the feleshippe and the forsayde crafte, schalle 
pay, euery yere, ffor hys ffeste, at Myssomere, xij.tZ. and hys 
offrynge ; and for hys clojjynge, as hyt comyth to w*yn monyth 
a-poun Myssomere day ; a-poun payne to be putte owte of the 
forsayde ffraternyte and crafte for euer more. And euery person 
that is so admytted schall paye a spone of sylver, weynj an vnee, 
and the ffasshone. 

Also hyt ys ordenyd, that euery yowte Brodere that ys nott 
preuelage of the forsayde ffraternyte and Gylde, schalle pay, 
euery yere, yj.c?. at Myssomere. And yf he refusse to pay thys 
w f yn a monyth apoun Myssomere, to be thysmyste frome the 
forsayde fraternyte and gylde ffor euer more. 

Also hyt ys ordened, that alle the ffeleshyppe of the Bachelerys 
schall hollen ther ffeste at Synte John-ys day in harwaste. And 
euery person that ys a schoppe-holder of the forsayd ffeleshyppe 
and crafte, schall pay, to the forsayde ffeste, viij.cZ. and hys 
offrynge. And euery seruaunt that ffangyth wagys, schalle pay 
vj.c?. to the forsayde ffeste. And euery yowte Broder that ys of 
the forsayde ffeleshipe, schallcn pay, euery yere, iiij.eZ. And yf 
yeny of the ffeleshipe and crafte a-forsayde reffuse to pay thys, 
that then the namys of them be sertefyed to the M. and War- 

* The words between brackets have been added in a later hand, clearly 
in substitution for the “every burs day” crossed out just before. 

+ “ burs ” has been crossed out, and “ asyned ” added. See the two 
foregoing notes. 


Every full crafts- 
man, woith 201., 
shall belong to 
the gild, 

and shall pay 12d, 
a year for the 
feast ; and also 
pay for his livery 
within a month 
after Midsummer. 


He shall also give 
a silver spoon, 
weighing an 
ounce, and made 
in the fashion. 


Craftsmen out- 
side the livery, 
men, shall pay 6cf. 
a year. 


There shall be a 
feast on St. John’s 
day : every shop- 
holder paying 8 d. 
towards it, and 
every servant at 
wages paying 6d. 


Other bretheren 
shall pay id. 


(.11 I» Oh Till. T.M 1.011", I.X im.lt. 
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dom », 1 1)^ t the may do corrcccion theryn, as longyth to thrill to 
duo. nconhnge to eliartcrc grawnted l»y the Soverviu* Lord the 
Kingo Eduard the i i i j . . the vj. yore of his rnyn,* hy asent and 
coiutnteof the May re, Hnylcffya, and commons of the Cytc of 
ExceWre, flor cucr to yn-dewro. 

Abo hy t x.s ordened, hy the fforsayd M. and Wardonys and 
ffilcadiyppo of the flraternyte and crafto afforsayde, that cuery 
si ruaut that ys of the forsayd crafte, that takyt wagys to the 
way lor of xx.n. and n-boffe, scliall pay xx.rf. to he a fire sawerc 
to us and profvth [of the] aforsayd fraternyte ; that no man of 
the forsiyde crafte set no new sawer a-warcke a-hofe the spnsse 
of xv. days, and then to hrynge hym to-fore the M. and Wardonys, 
and ther to pay hys xx.d. to be made fTrc sawere, or elys to 
flynde a surte ; tor dies the same schopholdcr, so kepyng any 
sernaunt, heyng no free sower, other then aforescyd, to forfett to 
the M\d felyscliypp xx.cl. 

Also + hyt es ordened, by the M. and Wardonys aflorc-sayd, 
that yf any person of the fforsayd c crafte that ys ihoundc to pay 
any dewte ouer to the forsayd M. and Wardonys, and breckc 
hys day hy the spasse of halffe a ycre, shallcn fforfett lies hollc 
honde. Prowyded all-way, that yf any person or personys afforc- 
sayd that fallyth yn pofferte, and lie will testefy so by lies oyth, 
shall he dyscharged of lies honde and dewte, and to have a 
sustenans by the fforsayd crafte as cane be tlioftc, by tlicr dys- 
crescyon, convcnyent and rcsounabyll.§ 


* Altered to "Ilarry the viij., tlie ij. yere.” See notes on last page. 

t The passage from “ or” to “xx.c/.” has been added in a hand that 
seems temp . Elizabeth. 

X An ordinance was originally written between this and the foregoing, 
but has been carefully scratched through with a pen. All that can be 
made out (and the sense shows that parts of the last two lines are doubt- 
ful) is as follows : — 

“Also hyt ys ordened, by the M. and Wardonys afforesayde, yf ther 
be yeny man of the fforsayd e crafte, utter yeny ware of the ffaylo r of xx.s., 
schall have iiij.d. and x-j. ij .d. and v.s. j .d. And this ... . man of 
thys crafte to by .... howte of thys . . . . yf he so do.” 

§ A hand of about Charles the First’s time has written here : — “ A note 

worthie of rerneinbraunce.” 
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Also hyt ys ordcned, by the fforsayd M. and Wardonys, that 
yf any Brother of the fforsayd ffraternyte and crafte dysspysse 
an odcr, callenge liyrn knaffe, or horson, or deffe, or any yodcr 
mysname, he schall pay, at the ffyrste deffaute, xij.A ; at secoun 
deffawte, xx.d. ; and, at the jjyrdc the-ffaute, to be put youte of 
the ffraternyte and crafte ffor euer more. 

Also hyt es ordened, by the fforsayd M. and Wardonys and 
the hollc ffeleshipe, that yf any Brodcr of the forsayd crafte tacke 
any clothyng of any Lorde, knyjthe, or jantylman, [howte of the 
sete*], w*youte any leffe of the M. and Wardonys, att the ffyrste 
deffawte, xl..s. ; and, at the secoun defawte, to be put youte of the 
ffraternyte and crafte ffor euer more. 

Also hit ys ordeyned, by the fforsayde M. and Wardons, that 
ther shall be iiij. quarter dayys that euery Brother of this crafte 
shall assemble at oure comen hall. And euery shopeholder shall 
spend ij.cZ. to a brekefaste, or send his mony by a debyte. And 
att that dayys, the othet and the Ordynawnse-ys and Constytu- 
syons shall be radcle. The fferste day shall be the nexte Thoris- 
day after xij th daye ; and the second daye shall be the second 
Thoresday after Ester ; and the iij. day shalbe the seconcle Thores- 
day after the feste of Synt John-is day the Baptyste ; and the iiij ttl 
day shall be the next Thoresday after Synt Michell-ys day. And 
att euerech of thes forsayde dayys, after dener, ther shall come 
all ffre sowerys, and take the relef of the mete and drynkc that 
the fforsayde M. and shopholderis levyth ; and euery of them shall 
spend j .cl. to the well-ffare of the fforsayde fraternyte and Gyld. 

Also li* ys ordeyned, by the M. and Wardons, that at euery 
coste of ale that ys geven into the forsayde ffraternyte and Gyld, 
euery shopholder shall spend ther-to, j .cl., and every fresower, ob. ; 
and he that comcth nott shall send his mony by the Bedell, 
a-poun payne of j .li. of wex. 

Also hyt ys ordeyned, by the M. and Wardons and all the 
hole crafte, that fro hense-forthe no man of the sayd crafte shall 
hold but iij. seruauntes, and oo pryntes at )> c most, w^-owte 

* These words have been added in a later hand. 

+ See the oaths further on, pp. 316-319. 


Penalties upon 
those using bad 
words. 


Penalty for 
irregular trading 
out of the city. 


There shall be 
four days of 
regular meet- 
ings of the gild : — 


all being held on 
the “ day of 
Thor.’* 


After the master 
and shop- 
liolders have 
dined, the sewers 
shall have the 
fragments of the 
feast. 


Every member 
shall spend some- 
thing. 


No craftsman 
shall have more 
than three ser- 
vants and one 
apprentice, unless 
he have license. 
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The Oath of the 
CrafUmam 

Swear to l* true 
to the Trait n itv, 


of the M.aml Wnrdonsse for |>° tyme heyng, upon payne 
of and ho J» l pniyithc for hym |> l dothc ayensto )»is ordy- 

nnnee s>clml forfet xx'C*. 

AUi hit is ordeyned, by the M. and Wardons and all the hole 
cnifte, that mury persouo of the sayd craftc jd taketho aprentys, 
shall br\ngo hytti before the M. and Wardons, and there to lmue 
his Indenture in-rolled, and the M. to paye \ij.(/. forJ>° in -rol- 
ment ; and |>" to he done whn twelmoth and a day, or elssc to 
lose his fredom of |>° craftc for eucr more. 

Also it ys ordeyned, by the M, and werdons and the craft 
forsayd, }> l cuery prentes of the sayd craft that is inrollcd and 
trewly seruethc his cownaml, shall pay a sponc of selvcr, wayyng 
a nonuse, and the fashion, and shall eldc 1 a hrekefast to the for- 
sayde M. and Wardons, a-forc \>° day Jd he be ahull to be made 
fre-man of |> c Cite forsayd ; [and yf he pay not a spoun worth 
iiij.s., or els iiij.s. yn money for J>° sani.*] 

Also it is ordeyned, hi the M. and Wardons and the boolc 
fleloship, that cucry person that shalhc made flrce of the craft bi 
Ilcdcmpcion, shall paye xx.s. to bis dyne, whnit any pardon ; 
and, whan lie is abclled, to give a hrekefast to the Maistcr and 
Wardons, or lie bee admytted flVcc man of the Citcc. And cuery 
person so abclled froo licns-fortli shall have, the first yecrc, butt 
oon seruaunt; the sccund yecrc, ij. ; the iij (lc , iij., and aprcntisc 
if lie be able. And lie that doith agayn this ordcnancc, shall 
fforfeyte, att the first defawte, xx.s. ; att the seeund defawte, xl.,9. ; 
at the iij' ie defawte, to be putt outc of the firaternyto and 
craift for eucrmore. 

[6] The Oaths to he Taken. 

£• »£»*£*«£* 

Here foloyth J>° wothe of j> e craftc of talors. 

Ye shall swere, that ye shall be gode and trew to \>° ffraternyte 
of Synt John the Baptyste of Taylors within the Cytc of Exceter. 

• The words between brackets have been added in a slightly later hand ; 
but the sentence seems incomplete. 
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Ye shall not w^tond nor disobaey ]> e somnes of J> e Master and 
Wardens for J>° tyme beyng, but there-to be obedyent at al tymys, 
owt resonabell exeusaeion. Ye shal not dyscouer J; e counsell 
of bretlierynhod or of ]> e crafte, J)* ye have knowlyeh of, J> t 
shold be sekret w l yn ouer-selfe. Ye shall not suffer nor coun- 
sell any forynar to dwell w*yn Jj e franschys of this craft ; but, as 
aftyutymes as ye wet liyt, ye sehall warne the Maister and War- 
dens J) er of, and han ynforme wlier ]) ei be, as fer forth as ye sehall 
have knolych, thaey maey do corryetion ther, as longyth J> em too. 
Ye sehall couer no foren strenger yn no wys under yo r franches, 
to use thys craft ne none other okewpacion w*yn p 8 sytti to his 
awne proper avaeyle. And • when ye take any printes, at the 
begenyn of his tarme ye shall shew hys yndenters mad be twene 
yo u and hym ; and at the ynd of his tarme ye sehall bryng hym to 
}> e M. and Wardens, Jjt he may take ]> e charge of ]) G craft, leke as 
ye do now. Ye sehall hyer no man of this craft owt of his 
howse, too yo r use and in hyndryn of him. Ye sehall not w* 
draw no mans apprintes, ne no man ys servant, tyll J)* resonabell 
departyng be made be-twyxt J> e M. and his servant. Ye sehall 
take no howse to okepaey shapyng, unto }> e tyme ye be amyttyd, 
by J> e M. and Wardons, gode and abell to okewpy sliapyn, or else 
by seehe as y ei woll asyne yo u . Also, ye sehall not steure, pro- 
cure, ne excite, by yo r selfe ne by no nother menes, to w*-draw 
from yo r M., ne from no brother of }> e craft, any of ther eos- 
tomers, wother J> ci wolen be servyd by yo u by ther awne volon- 
tary wyll. Ye shal not refuse ne forsake the felashyp of j>° 
fraternyte of taeylers for none other ; that ys to siey, in clothing 
in-goyng ; but to ]>° same felasehyp be obedyant and contribu- 
tory, to what estat ]>* god incrcse yow yn tyme comyn. Alle 
tliynges, and all other gode rewlys and ordynans of ]> is crafte 
that ye sehall have knolyehe of, ye shall kep well and trewly, so 
God yo u help and all sentes. Also, when-so-mever hit shall 
hapyn yo u to dye, ye sehall geve yn part of yo r godes to J> e 
mantaeynyn of ]> is brotheryndon. Also, yo u sehall sew no 
man 'of thys craft wt-ywt lysyens of the Master for the tyme 
beyn. 


and to obey the 
master and war- 
dens ; 


not to disclose the 
affairs of the craft j 


not to encourage 
strangers ; 


to show the inden- 
tures of your ap- 
prentices, and 
bring them into 
the craft at the 
end of their terms ; 


not to hire or en- 
tice away any 
worker or ap- 
prentice ; 


not to take a shop 
till admitted as a 
freeman ; 


not to entice away 
customers ; 


not to leave the 
gild, but to uphold 
it according to your 
estate; 


and, when yon die, 
to leave it a 
legacy. 

Moreover, sue no 
brother of the 
craft without 
license from the 
marter. 
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Swear l/> l*c true 
lo Ibe frnb mi !v ; 


to **io no 1*rolh«_r 
of live rn'l with- 
out k*%e of the 
majr i r ai d war- 
den*, hut to lay 
your C3L*e before 
lb*»m ; 

r *t to mo 1 o away 
w.ih r-ur h.ery 
fmprojer.) ; 


lo pay fnr jour 
chrfl i»*g, all**, find 
meal ; 


|>i» t/« /<> nh/d M/* uij. quarter dacys . 

Ye shall pnv for all |>‘ Brothers anti sn .sters of |> ,H fnitt rn\ te, and 
idle lit \\\ factors of |» r same ; anti yn specially for ow r soveraync 
lonl the kvng Ixlward J>° iiij lh , furst fonder of )>»* gyltl and fratcr- 
njti. and for queue, and for }>° prynces, and for all J>° kynges 
progeny ; and for all )>° lonlys of ow r sovernync lord )>° kynges 
grrt counsel!; and for |>° sole of dame Elysabcth Corteny, and 
for all her progeny ; and for ]>° sole of Hyehard Orcnge, fenste 
M. of Ji** fraternyte and craft ; and for J>° sole of Kychard 
Grfferv ; and for J>° sole of John ilamlyn ; and for |> c sole of 
Water Gen vs ; and for )> c sole of Thomas Rowsc. 

The Othe of the J faster of the Occupation. 

Ye schall swerc that yc scliall well and truclly bylmuc yon yn 
your oflyes, ns hylongyth to you as master, a-cordyng to the 
Onlynance that ys made by the viij. men ; and to geve godc 
a-tendens as oftyn as nede schall requere ; and that ye awe noc 
fawer more to one than to a nothcr; as god you help]) and 
holydom, as by tlies boke. 

Ilcrc falcncilh the Woth of theffrec firuthcrys. 

Yc shall swerc that ye shall be gode and trew lovyng brother 
to the HVatcrnytc of Synt John Baptiste of Taillourys in Exectcr. 
Item, yc shall emj)letc no brother ne no man of this crafte at 
eomon lawe, wkmte love of the Master and Wardens ; but that 
it leke you to shew youre grevaunce and matere be-fore them, 
and ther to have remedy as fer forth as they rnaye, and els to 
take youre auauntage. Item, ye shall not delyucre youre liucre 
of the ffraternyte to no brother that hath flbrfctcd ayens the 
firaternyte, that ye have knowlccli of, ne to none other person 
whatsome-cuer he be, before the vend of vj. yerc. Item, ye shall 
paye for youre clotbyng, almcse, and mete ; that ys to sayc, for 
youre almys, xij.c/. a yerc ; and for youre mete, viij. (7. on Mid- 
somer daye, or the next day after ; and for youre clotbyng, as 
mochc as ye take, w l yn a moncth after* Item, ye shall be 
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helpyng and cownsellyng w* all youre power, yf ye know eny 
brother of this ffratemyte, that hath don hys dewteys well ami 
trewly to the ffratcrnite, come or fall to pouerte by the visitacion 
of god, or by casuell auenture, and hath not wher-of to leve, that 
he maye haue, every weke, of the almys of the sayde ffraternyte, 
x.cl . ; and, yf he haue be Master, to have xiiij.c/. a weke. Item 
ye shall geve, in youre testament, to the almys of Synt John 
Baptyste, more or lesse after yowre estate and deuocyon that ye 
haue therto, in snpportacion of the prcste and pore men of the 
same, as god yow help and holydom. 


Here follow 1 the othe of the ablyng of any person shall be 

amyttecl. 

Ye shall swere that ye shall well and trewly behave yo r selfe, 
in abellyng of this person in alle soche connyng as longith to the 
crafte* of Tayloris that comethe to yo r mende,f and in all soche 
konnyng as ye fynde hym^; able to show on-to the Master and 
Wardons ; and that ye schall not lett, for loue, favor, frend- 
sheppe, nor ony other liatered, nother malesse of no§ person : so 
God yow helpe and holydom, and by this boke. || 

The othe of the Bedyll. 

Ye shall swere that ye shall well and truly serue the Master 
and Company of this craft of Taillo r s in the office of Bedell for 
the tyme that ye shall enjoye that office ; and well and truly ye 
shall summon such persons as ye shalbe commaunded ; and atten- 
daunce ye shall giue to the Master ; and such counceile as shalbe 
disclosed before you ye shall kepe in secrete, and not disclose it 
to any man ; and yn euery thyng that shall concerne you . . . 

* “Longith to the crafte” has been altered, by a later hand, to 
“ belongeth to the occupation.” f Altered to “knowledge.” 

X The word “not” was written after “hym,” but has been crossed 
out. § “ No” has been altered to “ anye.” 

|| From “holydom” to “boke” has been altered to “holy eontentes of 
this boke.” 


to help any 
brother fallen 
into poverty ; 


and to leave a 
legacy to the gild. 


New-comers shall 
be taught all the 
skill of the craft. 


Swear to serve the 
master and com- 
pany truly ; 

to summon all 
rightly ; 
to attend the 
master ; 
to keep all 
counsel ; 


and generally do 
your duty. 
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{ t 1 ) Written, 


( 7 ) Goods <;ivi:n to Tin: Gild. 

IKre fi»lo\v l 1 lie imuu.s of them that hath gone godes to the 
ffraternyte for }>cr eomen Halle. 

Item, the Exeeu tores of Water Genys, a hertes bed, iij. pavys, 
n cofer, a mete cloth, a bine spere, and raylis for the hallo. 

Item, Water Genys hathe geven a medew, price the yerc — 
xiij.s. iiij.c/. 

Item, Jenet Haiidyn, a tabcll herd, and x\.$. of mony. 

Item, Deonyse Spy 11c, a chayre. 

Item, Ysabell Rowsc, a party gowne y-furred, and a tabcll 
bord. 

John Stoddon, a chayre. 

John Taylor, hosier, a chayre and a planke. 

Richard Bcrchere, a Bcnche and a payr of trestelles. 

Water Kent, a payre of tabelles, and a penner, and a inkc- 
horne, and ij. keyys for \> Q wckett, aperipenseris . 1 

William Honte, of Coleford, for a met cloth of v. yardcs long. 

James Harebotell, a florme. 

John Rowter, a copell of torches. 

Cristoffer Gresseh, halfe J) e cloth over }> e hye bench, paynted. 

John Ffollett gave in a salt-seller. 

Item, S r Bartolome Thomas, a masse-boke and ij. krewettes 
of sylver. 

Annes Evelyng, a brasen krocke of ij. galons and more, a 
pnche clowted in the brem w fc laten.* 

Item, a towel], by the geftc of Margery Chester. 

Item a Bockesken eolerd blacke, for kovery owre masse boke, 
by the gefte of Bawden Maynard. 

Item a cliayne for chayne a boke, by )> e gefte of Mawte Kent. 

* By an odd coincidence, I find another of the Evelyn family recorded 
in connexion with a brass pot, or “ crock” as it is here called. In the 
parish records of Kingston-on-Thames, under the year 1597, is the 
following entry : — “For bringing the townpot from Mr. Evelyn’s, and scour- 
ing the same.” See this quoted in “ The Parish” (second edition), p. 518. 
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(8) Examples of Control by the Gild over Masters 
and Workmen. 

[1] M a , that John Brentlon the yonger werned stresse to 
the Master and Wardons, the euen of Synt John in harueste, 
for he come nott to derge that same euen ; ffor the whecbe 
flense he summytted him to the Master and Wardons, and made 
fyne of iij.fi. of wex, the xv 01 day of October a 0 . E. iiij°, xix°. 

[2] M<J, that John Rowter rec d iiij. yerdes of brod cloth, 
blew, to make Master Robert Rydon a gowne ; apoun the 
wheche, the sayde Master Robert complayned of laekyng of his 
clothe. And ther the gowne wasse sene before the sayde crafte ; 
and ther wasse fownde no cloth wasted, but ther wasse dewly 
proved iij. quarteris of brod clothe convayed in peces, as hit 
apereth by patrons of blacke paper in our Comen Kofer of 
record, at any tyme redy to shew, etc. ffor the sayde defense, 
the sayde John Rowter summetted hym to the Master and 
Wardons and to the felascheppe, the xxiiij th daye of October, 
anno regni E. iiij*', xix°. 

[3] M a , that John Kartor rec d iij. yerdes of brod clothe, 
l’usset, to make a longe gowne to S r John Walkyngton ; apoun 
the whiclie the sayde S r John complayned to the Master and 
Wardons of laekyng of hys clothe. And ther the gowne wasse 
send for ; and ther wasse fownd of }J cloth not stolen, but ther 
wasse fowdcn cloth wasted a quarter of brod cloth for lacke of 
konnyng. And so 1 J ys juged, by j> c Master and Wardons, that 
the sayde John Kartor shall paye for the cloth to S r John 
Walkyngton, xj.s., and the gowne shall remayne w* the sayde 
Kartor. And for the deffense, he hath summyttyd hym-selfe to 
Jj° blaster and Wardons and to the ffelaschepe, the iiij 111 daye 
of Janever, anno regni E. iiij 0 , xix. 

[4] M a , That John Walsche, aliis Kent, receyved of Edmond 
Colchet vj. yerdes of blew oscd to make hym a gowne ; and so 
the sayde Edmond complayned of spoyllyng of hys gowne and 
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Penalty for not 
meeting the bre- 
theren on St. 
John's eve. 


A customer com- 
plained that some 
of the cloth given 
to a craftsman to 
work up, was found 
wanting. 


The gild found 
that there had 
been no waste, as 
was proved by the 
patterns, in paper, 
which had been 
kept. 


A customer com- 
plained that some 
of the cloth given 
to a craftsman to 
make into a gown, 
was found want- 
ing. 

The master and 
wardens found 
that no cloth had 
been stolen, but 
that some had 
been wasted 
through the crafts- 
man’s lack of skill. 


So he must pay 
for the cloth, and 
keep the gown. 


A customer com- 
plained that his 
gown was spoiled 
and some of his 
cloth wanting. 
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I*- ku / of hi* cloth. Anti HO tln r wnw fownd no doth stolen, 
hut tlur vtiiix' fti\\ ml i-tl the valo r of a verd, and the gowne 
in «n 1 : iTor the wheeh fiiinc, the M. and Wardens juged |> l the 
• *\th Kdinond »hold take hvs nvoiintage agaync.se |>“ say do John 
at the common law. flbr |>° sayde John wns.se neuer amytted 
for a fro Howir, ami his M. disavoed Iiyin )>* he wasse not his 
fort man. 

[y t ] M'l, that John Skechc, sctsaync and taylo r , of the Cyte 
of Kxcctcr, come before M. and Wardens, the xvj. day of 
Marche, a°regni Beg is E. iiij li , xx li ; and ther complayned vppon 
Wiliam Spicer, taylor, for w'holding of a ]>otell pot of pewter, 
paysing iiij'i ; Item, for sowyng of a kertell w*oute slcvis, and 
for the stuffe of a coler, and settyng on. For the which fensc 
nforosayde, the M. and Wardons hath awarded |>' the sayde 
Wiliam shall pay on to the sayde John Skechc, in fvll content 
of all thyng, fro the begenyng of the world in-to this daye, xvj.t/. 
And the sayd John Skechc shall rclesse hym of all sewtes that 
J>‘‘ sayde Skcche hath a-yens the sayde Wiliam for all soehe 
materis a-fore-wreten. 

[6] Md, of a-warde y-madc hi tlie Maistcr and Wardons the xvjth 
day of Jule, the yeere of the Ileigne of Kyng Edward the iiij tlj , 
the xxj th , hitwene William Peeke and John Lynch his seruaunt; 
for that the said William un-lawfulli cliastcd hym, in lmisyng of 
his arme and broke his liedd. And for that it was elniged, hi 
the said maistcr and wardons, that the said William Peeke 
sliuld pay, for his lcchc-craiftc, v.s. ; and for his table, for a 
monetli, iijs. iiij/Z. ; and for amendis, xv.s. ; and to the craift, 
xx//., for a fyne for his mysbelmueng aynst the craift. 

[7] Md, that won John Brendon the yongcr was at Taylior 

lrnlle, fora eonlicacion bc-twcxt John Mattliu and the sayde John 
Bre[n]don the yongcr, the x th day of October, the reign of Kyng 
E. the iiij ltl , the xxjt* : and ther they were bond, in a requen- 
saunce of to abyde the awarde and the termcnacion of 

the Master and Wardenys in all suche matteris and variance as 
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was betwene the sayde parties. That, not-wt-standyng, the 
sayde John Brende went to on Matthu Chub, and dis-klandered 
the sayde John Mattliu, for sertayne langage that shull be sayde 
in eounsayell in the Taylior hall. Wherc-apon the sayde John 
Mathu as-kused hymsell, afore the Mayre of Exceter in the 
Yeld hall, w* ij. men sworyn apon a boke. Where-apon, the 
sayde John Brendon stode in a content ayenst the sayde Master 
and Wardonys, to be prevyd perjored, and also to make amendes 
to the sayde John Matthu after the distresse of the Master and 
Wardonys forsayde. 


But Brendon, 
notwithstanding, 
libelled Mattliu, 


Matthu cleared 
himself of the 
libellous charge. 

Brendon is held 
guilty of perjury, 


and is required to 
make amends to 
Matthu. 


[8] M'S, of won J ohn Tregaso, wiehe was swone to the Master 
and Wardonis of the fraternite of Tayloris of Sent John Battyst 
in the Cite of Exceter. That, not-wt-standyng, the sayde John 
come before on John at Well, that tyme beyng Mayre, and 
renonsed the sayde wothe, and was for sworyn on a crucefex. 
Where-a-poun, the sayde Master and Wardonis suyd the same 
John a-poun a purgery : and so, be the mene of gentyl-men and 
money, they were made acorde, and new swaryn to the Master 
and Wardonys. And so the sayde John was send for, dyverse 
tymes, to com to durgeis, massis, and other dutyis, acordyng to 
his othe ; the wiche he absent hym-self wknvte cause resenable. 
Where-apon, the Master and Wardonys fett hym owte of his 
howse, and brost hym to Tayleor Hall, and there put hym in 
a pere of stockys ; and the keped hym by the space of a day 
and a nygte. Apon the wiche, John Mattheu and Thomas 
Penhale ware bownde to the Master and Wardonys in xx'Wl, 
that the sayd John Tregaso shuld be of god beryng eontynually 
fro this day forward, the xvijt' 1 day of October, the reign of 
Kyng E. the nip 1 ', the xxjtj 


Tregaso was sworn 
to the gild. 


He renounced his 
oath before the 
mayor. 


The master aud 
wardens charged 
him with perjury; 
but the matter was 
hushed up, and he 
again swore to the 
gild. 

But Tregaso did 
not fulfil his duties 
to the gild ; 

whereupon the 
master and war- 
dens put him in 
the stocks, and 
kept him there for 
a day and night. 

At last, two 
sureties became 
bound for his 
better behaviour 
in time to eome. 
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(o) W UTlir.H OuDlKANTKS, M ADK 10 E. IV. 

II<n* iTulowith llit* Ordvnons made by the Master and 
Wnrdmn mid I ho viij. men of tlie eoinon Cuwnscll, to 
the fl\nd\iu: of a pivst, the xxvj. day of September, a w 
rrgni E. iiij li . xix no .* 

And over that, hit ys ordayned, by the Master and Wardons 
and the flVhvschcppc forsayde, that cuery man that ys of the 
Master-ys flclascheppe shall paye, cuery yere, to the flyndyng 

of n presto, vij. yere folwyng, xij.c/. 

exccpte tho that hath geve of tlicrc awnc flVcwill. 

And alle tho that both Shoppeholders of the yemcn fcla- 
scheppe, shall paye, cuery yere in vij. yere, to the fyndyng of a 
prest, viij.c/. 

And cuery fire sower shall paye, eucry yere vij. yere volwyng, 
to the flyndyng of a ]>rest, iiij.c/. 

And ouer that, hit ys ordeyued, by tlie Master and Wardons 
and the flclascheppe fibrsayde, that yf any persone a-foresaydo 
hathc jirornyscd any mony to the flyndyng of a presto, and hnppc 
that lie be clioscn Master, then lie shall hauc his mony aycn, 
and flynde the preste ys tabcll, or els paye eucry yere, in vij. 


yere volwyng, vj.s. viij. (7. 

Here flulowitli the names of them that hath y-promysed to 
the flyndyng of a preste vij. yere volwyng : — 

.Tenet llamlyn, by the yere, vj.s. viij.J. 

Itic. Konwill, by the yere, vj.s. viij. d. 


* These ordinances bring out more clearly than is elsewhere done 
(though the same thing is implied in many places), that this Gild reckoned 
three claws ; namely, (i) the Master and Wardens; and, it rnay be 
assumed, all who had passed those offices. The terms of the charter of 
6 Ed. IV. seein to show that these only wore the Gild livery. Hence I 
call them “livery-men,” — a distinction well known in the London 

Companies. Then there were ( 2 ) the shop-holders, or master-tailors, not 
yet advanced to the high places of the Gild. And, finally, there were the 
“ free •sewers,” or journeymen serving masters, and not yet become 
ehopholders. 
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Ric. Towrnour and his felow, by the yere, vj.s. viij.rf. 

John Ector, by the yere, vj.s. viij.tJ. 

Thomas Rawlyn, by the ycre, iiij.s. 

Symon Davy, by the yere, iij.s. iiij.cZ. 

Thomas Penhalc, by the yere, iij.s. iiij.c?. 

John Guscote, by the yere, iij.s. iiij.c?. 

William Sangell, by the yere, iij.s. iiij.t?. 

Stephen Edmond, by the yere, iij.s. iiij.c?. 

John Arnold, by the yere, iij.s. iiij.cZ. 


(io) Agreement between the Prior of St. Nicholas 
and the Gild of Tailors.* 

To all trew Cristen men to whom this present writyng in- 
dented shall come, John, Pryor of the Priory of Seynt Nicholas 
in the citee of Exceter, and of the same place the Covent, sendith 
grettyng, in the savoure of all thingis. As-where the maister 
and wardons of the fraternite of Taillo r s of Seint J ohn de baptist 
in the Citee of Exceter, and theere successours, hi there writyng 
obligatory, are hoold and bond in xx tJ ii. of laifull money of Eng- 
lond to us the foresaid Prioure and Covent, and oure successours, 
to be payed att the fest and place in the said wryting obligatory 
content, as in the same more playnli apperith, of the whiehe the 
date is the xvij. day of August, the yeere of the Reign of kinge 

* This “writing indented” is, in fact, the Condition underwritten to 
a Bond. It differs somewhat in form from the usual underwritten Con- 
ditions to Bonds, which were even more common at that time than now. 
A Bond was then usually given, with the Charter of a grant of land, as an 
additional assurance to the title. The Bond itself is not recorded in this 
case ; but it, and this underwritten Condition, were plainly parts of 
a transaction in which John Hamelyn and Joan liis wife had given to 
the Gild a close of land in Tadyford, in consideration that the Gild would 
take care that prayers were said for the souls of the givers, — trusting, as 
again we see, rather to the Gild than to an ecclesiastical corporation. 
Compare before, p. 143. It is not the only instance of the kind recorded 
in these volumes of the Gild of Tailors of Exeter. Instances of this kind 
are of great importance, as enabling us to know thoroughly the true 
character of the English Gilds. 


The condition 
upon which a 
Bond had been 
given by the gild. 


The gild has given 
to the Prior and 
Convent of St. 
Nicholas a Bond 
for 201. 
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Jilw .nl the iiij ,h . tho xxij 1 *. Woo northohn, the forsnid Pryour 
mill CVmnt, for us nml ouro sticcosso r H, wull, and In tliis present 
”munt. Tlmt if tho said Muistcr and Wanlons nml here succcs- 
no r s. after (lorosso of the said Johan llainelyn, late the wyfc of 
John Ilnmehu, Taillo r , and snmtymc Mayre of the said citec, 
honld or make to he lioohl the ohett of the said John llainelyn 
and Johan his wyfe, in tlic chercli of Seynt Nicholas aforesaid, 
jorolv for evermore, ons a yeere, that is to weete, the xxvj. dayc 
of Jnnuaric ; To a diryggis hi the said Pricmrc and v. monkes of 
the place there to he sayed ; And in the morowe masse of 
Requiem to he halowed : also, nhowte the same ohett, the said 
Maister and Wardouns, and there successo r s, eucry yeere for 
euennorc to dure, shall distrihuett or make to he distrilmett, of 
the rentes and profetts comyng of the said cloose of land in 
Tadyford, which the said Maister ancl Wardons late hadd of the 
gyflt and fefiement of the foresaid Johan and others, for the 
same cause and entent, — That is to wctc, To payc the Pryor of 
the same Prioryc which for the tyme slialhe, vj.c/. ; and to 
euerych of the v. monkes which for the tyme slialhe, iiij.d., if 
thei hcc thcreatt ; and if any of them fro thens then absent 
hym, nothyng slialhe geven to liyrn for that tyme, but it be of 
the commaundement of the Pryor there, in any speciall for the 
comjnodite and profitt of the said Priory lafulli y-occupycd : 
and also iij.<7. for ij. prykettes of wax barnyng to the same 
ohett ; and j.(Z of sylver in offering to the masse of Requiem 
aforesaid ; and iiij.cZ. to them that shall ryng the bellis 
then there : — Iff forsoth the said maister, wardons, and theerc 
Bucoessours, the premissis, as of there parti expressed and 
declared, lioold and trewly fulfill, and wtout any delayc per- 
fourmc, That then the said writyng obligatorie of xxt'.Zi. shalbc 
hadd for nought. And if the said maister and wardons, and 
their succcssours, the premissis of thcr parti nott fulfyll, then 
the said writyng obligatoryc of xxt'./i. shall abyde in his 
strength and vertu. In wittenysse wlicrof, aswell the commune 
seall of the said maister and wardons of the ffraternyte afore- 
said, as ourc Covcnt seale, to this presents altcrnatli betli putt. 
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Yeven att Excetcr, the xvij t!l daye of August, the yecre of the 
reign of king Edward the iiij th , the xxij tJl . 


(n) A New Ordinance made, 16 H. VII. 

Md that there was an acte made, by the Master and Wardyns 
and the viij. men of the occupacion, upon them that be men-ys 
seruaunts, and take wages by the yere, by the wcke, or by the 
garnement, to paye, euery quarter, a j.c/., to help mayntayne 
the pryste and the wex att Myghelmas ; the yere raynyng of 
kyng Harry the vij th , the xyj° yere. 

(12) Goods in the Gild-hall, 20 H. VII. 

Here ffolwyth the ymplementes of the Taylo r -ys halle, beyng 
wtyn the place yn the yere beyng Master of the occupacion 
Richard Chubb, a 0 regni Hi sp li xx°, of Exceter. 

M<1, that ther remaynyth, fyrst yn the halle, a payntyed cloth 
at liye Desse ; ij. lytell bynches by euery syde, on by the 
chymney, on naylcd to the walle ; a planke tabell, w* ij. tres- 
telles, att hye desse ; a tabell yn the syde of the halle, and 
a furme ; a bynch yn the yn-syde of the tabell : also, yn the 
parler, a beddestede : also, yn the spence, a tabell planke, and 
ij. sylwes : also, yn the chamber next to halle, a longe coffer 
w*oute lockes or keyes, and a beddeste : also, yn the utter 
chamber, a bedde stede : also a brasse pott, [a plater of pewter, 
iiij. quarters of a wyolet gowne for a woman, a broche w l a fote, 
ij. new torches but lytell burde*], and iiij. yndes of torches ; 
a streymer and a baner, a boxe w* iiij. ewydence, w* iij. other 
wretynges : and a seyalle of sylver of the brotherredyis. 


(13) New Ordinances made, 8 H. VIII. 

In the worschypp of god and owre lady, and Seynt John of 
* The words between brackets have been scratched through with a pen. 


Dated, 17th 
August, 1482. 


An ordinance of 
a.d. 1500, tliat 
journeymen shall 
pay a penny a 
quarter, towards 
maintaining the 
priest and the 
Michaelmaslights. 

[Sec before, p. 
324.] 


Goods in the 
gild-hall in the 
year when Richard 
Chubb was 
master, a.d. 1504. 


In the hall, a 
painted cloth on 
the dais ; two 
benches, a table 
with trestles, 
another table and 
a form, and an- 
other bench ; 

in the parlour, a 
bedstead ; 
in the spence 
[buttery] , a table 
and shelves ; 
in the chamber 
next the hall, a 
coffer and a bed- 
stead ; 
in the outer 
chamber, a bed- 
stead, a brass pot, 
a pewter platter, 
some women’s gear, 
torches and torch- 
ends, a streamer 
and a banner, 
a box of deeds and 
writings, and the 
silver seal of the 
gild. 


Ordinancesof a.d. 
1510. 


(.Mu ok tiik tam.oi;.% i.xrnr.u. 
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and aim • f 
*r at Vc*»t file, 
t«j< majticn of the 
HU; 

and not without 
the aa»«nt of tlioo 
warden* and pas! 
majlcn. 


And if it he proved 
t*sat anv master 
hx* done a^aimt 
thu w-ni, nance, 


tU adm tUnco 
*hail l« «oid, and 
tt^e master U *11 
f«T. out of lib 
. «n r- d«, all 
erwu isdchftrvMi of 
w».*t*r lia.% l*ren 
* * wr> ^ulljr 
admitted. 

All f aaat nuuUn 
*haT) 1* on the 
council of the pld, 
and liar- the *ame 
auth>ntv a* the 
warden*. 


lUptUt. nnd for the more oxpcdvunt wrltli and pmspervte of the 
fmttimto nml gjld and occupncyon and brothcmlon of ( lie 
t . \ 1 h rn in K\o< tt ro. and by t lie ntoryty of dyvers letters pntintcs 
or rhnrturs grmintid and confermyd by dyvers kynges of Ynglond. 
He hit onloynyd and stnblyd, l>y |>° M. and Wardens, and j>° sent 
of oeeupaeyon and crafte of taillers, in |>° ycre of owre lord 

got! a Mh v c . xvj. p and in |> e viijdw ycrc of J>° Jleayne of o r most 
somntvne lord kyng Harry the viijth, for cucr more to indure : 
after tin s day, |> l j>° master of the crafte of taillers, fro hcnsfortli, 
scliall ncuer al>cll no man, noJ>er amytt liym to be a schoplioldcr 
of same oeeupaeyon or crafte a-bovc-said, exccpte lie lmue w** 
hym present, the same tyme whan he sehall amytt hym or them 
|> l sehall so be amyttid or ahold fro hcnsfortli for a schoplioldcr, 
except lie haue present wh liym J>° wardens, or ij of J) c wardens, 
to be present, and to asentt wt liym, att |>° lest; and viij. of 
them ) > l liaue byn masters of J> e crafte, or vij. or vj. or v. of tliem 
to be present, besydes }> c M. of the craft ; and they v. to a-sentt 
w l the M. and Wardens to J)° same ablyng, att lest, as ys a-fore 
rehersyd. And yf |>° M. for the tyme beyng doo amytt or abell 
ony man, other-wysc tlian tliys ordynans spesyfytb, so dewly 
prouyd by the most part of tlie honyst men of the craft, byforc 
}>° M. and Wardens and the nomber of them liaue be masters 
of }> 0 crafte, as ys by-fore rehersyd, and so doth asent thcr-to, 
same amyttyng to be voyd and in none aflecte ; and the 
same M. of the crafte so amyttyth ony man, sehall make hym 
restytusyon, of hys owne proper goodes, of all such costys and 
ehargys as he hath be att }>t so ys amyttyd contrary to thys 
ordynans as ys above said. And also J>t all they ]>t have lie 
M. of J) c crafte, or schal be M. of J) e crafte, after they haue 
ons be M. of the crafte, they be and selialbc amytted for 
the cownscll of the crafte ; and euery man of them to be in 
lyke powre and attoryty, whan hyt scliall plcse J?° M. of 
crafte for J?e tyme beyng to call them to hym; and they to 
stood and be in full attoryty and powre for ]i c viij. men, and J/*y 
to make ordynances and good rullys to be kept and so forth : — 
So that the M. have w h hym viij 111 of them so have be 
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masters of }> e craft, or vij. or vj. or v. of them J> fc have be 
masters, as ys a-fore rehersyd, besydes hym-selfe, to asent w* 
hym att the lest ys M. of the crafte, and J>° wardens for ]> e 
tyme beyng, to ]> e nomber and in lyke maner as ys afore 
rehersyd, to J> e ablyng and amyttyng of a schopholder. And 
they schall stond and be in full powre and streynght to reforme 
and redrese and stablysch and coreclce and ponysch all such 
mysbyhauyors and fauttes as liaue be, or be nowe, or schalbe ; 
so ]J the mysbyhauyor or fauttes byfore them be dewly 
examynyd and prouyd ; so hytt may be for J> e more ex- 
pedyantt welth and prosperyty of the fraternyte, gyld, and 
occapacyon, and brotheredon, as ys abowe said. And here 

volowyth j) e namys off them dyd a-sentt to thys ordynans, 
before and in J? e xxiijd day of June, in the yere above said. In 
primis, John Brygeman, M. of \> e crafte, and stuard of the cety, 
J)° same yere ; and M. Thomas Androw, latte Maire of \> e cety ; 
M. Geffray Lewys, recever of J>° cety J> e same yere ) Master John 
Bradmore, late recever of J) e cety ; M. Wyll a m Peke, on of 
xxiiijti of [> e cety ; M. WylPm Mathew, on of ]> e xxiiij 1 ' of |>° cety ; 
Gervys Buschant, some tyme stuard of ]) e cete ; [and mauy 
others whose names are recorded*]. 

( 14 ) A New Ordinance made 23 H. VIII. 

Orden a nce. 

Be it enacted, the fest of Saynt Marke, the xxiij^i yere of the 
raigne of King Henry the viij tlx , Thom a s Hunt then beyng 
Master, that euery mannys wief, after the deth of hur husbond, 
beyng a taillo r , shall kepe as many servaunts as they wille, to 
werke w* hur to hur use duryng hur widowhode, so she here 
scotte and lotte, yeve and yeld, w* the occupacion.t And if 1 be 

* The offices held by those whose names thus head the long list of 
assenters to these very clumsily worded ordinances, show the intimate 
relations that existed between the Gild and the Corporation of the City. 

+ It has been seen that all shopkeepers were limited in the number 
of servants whom they might employ (before, pp. 315, 316.) So this 
was a valuable relaxation in favour of their widows. 


Tiie master, and 
five past masters 
at the least, and 
two at least of 
the wardens, must 
assent to every 
admittance to the 
gild. 


And these may 
deal with every 
misbehaviour, 


after inquiry and 
proof as to such 
misbehaviour. 


Assenters to these 
ordinances. 


Ordinance of a.d. 
1531. 

Every widow may 
employ as many 
workers as she will, 
while she keeps up 
the trade and pays 
her rates and bears 
her lot ; 

1 («c.) 


(.nit m mi. tmi.oii", Kxirrr.ii. 




h • .. •-» - I'tvvol t lint ill* •.inn h nuuintc* do ivorhc not to the only v.sc 
II— of liin •till Mfl*in*»o, hut to his or their ownc use, or any other 

( • • * m * t» « 

* «-»•••-’ »e innnm * \.e, l>cth the Mast rosso and the senmuntes cucrv of 
1 im the) in for nury 1 — iij.-s. iiij.c/. 

Noth. — The three volumes, from the first of which the foregoing 
extracts have been made, contain an immense mass of entries, from 
the Sunday before Twelfth-day 17 K. IV. (a.d. 1477), up to the second 
quarter of the present nineteenth century. There are bodies of “ Bye- 
law*, Acts and Ordinances,” made so late as a.d. 1713 and 1716, 
bearing the signatures, in approval of them, of the Justices of Assize in 
tbo*e years. (See before, p. 210.) One of James the Second’s unlucky 
Charters (17 October, 3 Jac. II.) was also granted to this Gild. But, 
while it is well to mention these facts in proof of the vitality of the 
Gild, the giving copies of those later documents would be beyond 
the scope of this work. 

'flic extracts, of an earlier date, which I have received from the 
records of Kxetcr touching this Gild, beyond what I have here printed, 
nre numerous; but, highly interesting and instructive as the story of 
this Gild is, it would have unduly swelled the treatment of it here to 
have given fuller details. The character of many of these extracts will 
be understood by what is stated before, pp. 302, 303. 
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( b ) Gild of the Cordwainers.* 

To all men that this presentez schall here or see, gretyng in 
oure lorde euerlastyng. Where-as the Maister of the crafte of 
cordynerez, of the fraternyte of the blyssed Trinyte, in the Cyte 
of Exceter, hath diuerse tymez, in ymble wise, sued to the 
honorable Mayo r , bayliffs, and commune counsayle of the saide 
citee, for certayne ordinauncez and ruelles to be vsed wMn the 
jurisdiccion of the saide cite, concernyng the said crafte, vnder 
the favoure of the saide Maio r , baylifs, and commune counsayle, 
in refo r myng diuerse inconveniencez that ben down before this 
tyme, and here-after myght ensue, and for the conseruacion of 
the politik gouernaunce of the same, to the lawde and hono r of 
the saide fraternite of the blessyd Trynyte, and the wele of the 
kyng oure souerayg lordez people. Wherefore, Mayo r bayllifs 
and commune counsayle, consyderyng there desirez, wille and 
graunte that the Mayster and Wardenez of the sayde crafte 
schall enyoye and vse suche ordinauncez and ruellez wythin the 
jurisdiccion of the saide cite as folowith. 

ffirste, that the saide Maister and Wardenz, and their suc- 
cessor, w t iij. othere men of the saide crafte convenient, schall 
make due serche, att alle tymys, of euery thyng necessary per- 
teynyng to there saide crafte, as by sufferaunce they have vsed 

* From the Rolls of the Mayor's Court of Exeter : Roll xix. of the year 
21 and 22 E. IV. These interesting Rolls exist from 48 Henry III., a.d. 
1264, to the beginning of last century. The present Ordinances show what 
a tight hand the Corporation of Exeter sought to keep upon the Gilds in 
that city. They enable us, therefore, the better to understand the anger 
and long-eontinued feud against so independent a body as the Tailors' Gild. 
The Cordwainers' Gild was, from the first, content to put itself under the 
condescending patronage of the Corporation. Izacke says that “ the 
cordwainers and curriers were first incorporated by grant under the 
common seal of the city 21 R. II. (1387); which was confirmed 21 
E. IV. (1481); and lastly 3 Marie, 1555. ” (Antiquities of Exeter, ed. 
1724, p. 62.) The above extract is therefore the confirmation of 1481. 


The Cordwainers 
ask the Corpora- 
tion to let them 
have some ordin- 
ances. 


The Corporation 
grant the request. 


The gild shall 
make search for 
all goods badly 
made. 
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* t; n the juri**li' ( inn of the stiitl o rite ;* that is to wctc, of all 
^ -to h tla ro ami dryo botez, hot we/., schocz, pyncouz, gnlegez, 
nml nil other ware pcrteynvng to the saitle cmfte, made and 
umi.mIc, w hichc is desccyteously wrought, as in tnnnyng, 
t rvyng, cutting, or sowyng, or in any other wyse made, 
whcrc-thurgh the kynges lege peopell seholdc he disccuyd ; 
that then suche ware, so fuunde dcfcctyf, to he by the snide 
M -lister and Wardenz forfet and sensed ; and that to be proysed 
lawfully in the Yehlehnll of the saide cite ; — half of the same to 
be to the bchough of the saide cite, and the other halfe to the 
U hough of the saide fraternyte. 

Also, wherc-as they have a-lcccion a mongcz the saide crnfte, 
of a Maystcr and Wardynz for the convenyent goucrnauncc of 
the same; That lie that is so by the saide fraternyte clectc to be 
a Master, and lie wolde refuse to take the goucrnauncc vppon 
hyin, wlierby a inordynatt ruell schuldc ensue, that then lie so 
clectc, for bis refused, to payc xx.s . ; wlicrof the half to be to 
the bchough of the saide cite, and the other half to the bchough 
of the saide fraternyte, as oftc as they so do offende. 

Also, wlicrc-as the saide ffraternite liauc, by sufTcraunce, to 
clectc Wardyncz of the saide crnfte, for the yere folowyng, 
whereof ij. of theyme schalbc sclioppclioldcrs, and ij. otlicr 
jorncymcn, wHn the saide Cite ; that if he so clectc for the 
Wardyn of tlie sclioplioldcrs, refuse to take vppon hym, to 
forfette xiij.s. iiij.c/. ; halfe tlierof to the bchough of the saide 
cite, and the other half to the bchough of the saide ffraternite, 
as ofte as hit schall so happen to offcndc. And if any of the 
.Tornnymcn of the saide crnfte be elccte Warden, refuse to take 
the office of Wardynschippc, that then they forfet vj.s. viij.c/. ; 
the one halfe to be to the bchough of the saide cite, and the 
othere half to the bchough of the saide ffraternyte, as ofte as 
hit schall happen. 

Also, if any person of the saide crafte, what degre or con- 


* See what is said by Izacke, in the note on the foregoing page, as to the 

earlier grant of 1387. 
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dicion he be of, be warned, in resonable tyme, to come before 
the saide Maister and Wavdynz, att there place acustumed, and 
he so warned absent liym, and no resonable excuse liadd, that 
then, for euery defaute so donn, that thay schall paye for the 
saide dissobedience iij.s. iiij.c/.; the sayde cite to have the oone 
halfe, and the saide fraternyte the othere half. 

Also, that no maner of man, what condicion he be of, of the 
saide crafte, holde no open schoppe w*in the jurisdiccion of the 
saide cite, butte he be a ffraunchised man, accordyng to the 
olde custumez conteyned in the blake rolle of the saide 
cite, uppon payne of vj.s. viij.cZ. ; half to the behough of the 
saide cite, and the othere half to the behough of the saide 
fraternyte. 

Also, that no maner of man of the saide crafte, dwellyng w*in 
the jurisdiccion of the saide cite, as well in the suburbis as in 
the cite, were none lordes levery ne other gentilman-is, uppon 
payne of vj.s. viijc?. ; the half therof to the behough of the saide 
cite, and the other half to the saide fraternyte. 

Also, that if any schopholder of the saide crafte within the 
saide cite, set any man aworke by the space of a monyth, and 
then the straunger to paye iiij .d. to the wax of the saide fra- 
ternyte ; and that he that so settytli hym aworke schall awnswere 
the saide iiij.cZ. 

Also, that no man of the sayde crafte in the saide cite, sette 
no man a-worke that is reteyignde in any man-ys service, on the 
tyme that he be had, in examinacion before the saide Maister, 
Wardyns, and felisshipp, to understond the departure of hym ; 
and if any do the cont r y, he to forfette vj.s. viij.d ; the halfe 
therof to the behough of the saide Cite, and the othere half to 
the behough of the saide fraternyte. 

And also, if any man of the said mystere, of what degree or 
condicion he be of, that suche summys of mony as he or thaye 
bene sett for to paye, for the sustentacion of the Prest and of 
there chapell, after ons warned, and refuse to paye hys duty, he 
to lose, for euery defauut, xl ,d.\ and that euery Maister answere 
for his servauntz to the same, vppon the same payne : the 


Whoever is sum- 
moned, and docs 
not come, shall 
pay a fine, half 
going to the city 
and half to the 
gild. 


No craftsman 
shall keep a shop, 
unless free of the 
city, under penalty, 
to go half and half 
as before. 


No craftsman 
shall wear the 
livery of any lord 
or other gentle- 
man, under 
penalty, to be 
divided as before. 


Four pence shall 
be paid to the 
gild-wax for every 
fresh workman 
taken on by a 
craftsman. 


No craftsman 
shall take on 
another man’s 
servant, under 
penalty, to be 
divided as before. 


Penalty on every 
mail not paying 
his share towards 
the priest and the 
chapel. 


ITe shall be answer- 
able for his ser- 
vants also. 
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l*n»v»ilitl aillifwny, that the snide MniMor and Wardons of the 
ftMiil MUtt n , hhall come, ouery yore, on-to t lie Yeldhull of the 
«*iid cite, t ho nc\te Moneday vppon the Election of the new 
Muirr. Iitdllifs, and other offyeerres of the snide Cite ; and ther, 
hv the ]my hunt of iiij.f/., to surrendre nil there sayde power on-to 
the saide Maier Hailifs and communalte ; and then and there to 
take and resume hit, by the new Maier-ys grauntc, of t lie saide 
cite, according to the saide cnrollcment vnder liis scale of oflice, 
without any fees there-for to be payed; provyded all-so, that 
the liberteis of the saide cyte, fruncheis, and old vsuages, allwaye 
be suvyd, and yn no wysc intcrruptc by the saide grauntc.* 

And that this saide ordynauneez and constitucionz, wt othcre 
conuenyent rcwlis as acordyth w 1 reason, scliall be ferine and 
stable, \vc the saide Maio r bailifs and commune counsaylc liaite 
let to enroll hit in a roll, heryng date the Munday next after tlic 
ficstc of the Purificacion of oure lady, yn the xxj 11 ycrc of the 
revnyng of the kyng our souerayg lord, kyng Edward the iiijdi, 
amongez the recordez of the saide cite. 


(c) Gild of tiie Bakkks.+ 

To alle men that this presentez scliall licre or sec, gretyng in 
tv n*k. n it** oure lorde euerlastyng. Wherc-as the Maistcr and Wardons of 

U-- C 17^ ral i to 

* The intense jealousy cherished by this Corporation towards all Gilds, 
could not be more strongly shown than hy this extraordinary requisition, 
that a yearly surrender should be made of all this power and authority of 
the Gild. And for this yearly humiliation, the Gild had to pay to the 
corporation a fine, besides the half of all payments received by it ! It was 
thus without any really independent existence whatever. The Tailors’ 
Gild ne\er submitted to anything of the sort, but took up “swerdis and 
daggariis” rather, in maintenance of their independence. See before, p. 
303. Terms so hard as these were not imposed even on the Lakers. See 
the Gild next following. 

t From the Rolls of the Mayor’s Court of Exeter : Roll xix. of the year 
22 Ed. IV. to 1 Richard III. 
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the crafte of Bakers, of the fraternite of oure blissed Lady and 
Seynt Clement, in the Cite of Exceter, hath diuevse tymez, in 
vmble wise, sued to the honorable Maio T , Baillyffs, and Com- 
mune counsayle of tbe said Cite, for certayne ordinauncez and 
ruellez to be vsed withyn the Jurisdiccion of the said cite, con- 
cernyng the said crafte, vnder the ffavoure of the said Mai or, 
Bailyffs, and commune counsayle, in reformyng diuerse incon- 
venientez that bene doun before this tyme, and here after myght 
ensue, and for the conseruacion of the politick gouernance of the 
same, to the lawde and hono r of the said ffraternite of oure 
blissed lady and seynt Clement, and the wele of the kyng our 
soueraygn lordez people. Wherefor, the Maier, Bailyfl's, and 
Comen counsayle, consyderyng ther desyrez, wille and graunte 
that the Maister and Wardenez of the said crafte shall enjoye 
and vse suehe ordinauncez and ruellez withyn the jurisdiccion of 
the said cite as folowith. 

ffirste, that the said crafte and Mistere shall, euery yere, hold 
and kepe ther ffest of theyre solempnite of theyre Brotherhede, 
in the Monastery and Churche of Seynt Nicholas withyn the 
said cite, other in any other convenient churche withyn the 
same, yn the ffeste of the Nativite of oure blessid Lady, for the 
welfare and gode prosperite of all the Brothern, Susterne, gode 
helpers, welwyllers, Maitenors, and socorourris, of the said fra- 
ternite, yerely to be continued. 

And also, for a gode and an ordinate reule to be kept and 
continued amongis them, that they schalle, ons yn the yere, that 
is to wete yn the said fest of oure Lady, or the morne vppon, 
chese theym iij. of the said crafte, of the most abilist persons, 
on to be Maister, and the ij. other to be Wardens of the said 
crafte, for the yere ffolwyng, for the polletik reule and gouer- 
naunce to be kept among theym, yn the leve of ther mony, and 
all other tliyngis belongyng to the said ffraternite ; and the said 
Wardens for to accompe yerely of all the reuenowis of the 
same. 

And moreouer, that all Dowers of the Cite, and suburbis of 
the same, grynd att the Cite-is myllis, and noo where els, as 


let them have 
some ordinances. 


The Corporation 
grant the request. 


An annual feast 
shall be kept. 


A master and two 
wardens shall be 
chosen every year. 


A yenrly account 
shall be rendered. 


All corn shall be 
ground at the city 
mills, so long as 
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And al*o \vhtH>-M>-ciicr of the said erafte set ony servnunt yn 
(-.•u|.inon of the said emfte oner iiij. wekys and o day, to fur- 
fete xij.i /. as ofte as ony so doth ; halfe to t lie said Cite, and the 
odor lnilfe to the sustentaeion of the said ffniternitc ; yn-lesse 
then he hafe be npronti.se t »f the said erafte. 

And that none of the said erafte slockc ony man-is prcntisc or 
\ rr\*lv scmmint of the said erafte, or socoure or mayntcync ony 
suelie, any aprentise, or yercly serununt, goyng or brekynge 
away fro his Maisterrcs covcnaunt, vppon paync of xl .(/. as ofte as 
ony of the said erafte schall ha]>oii to be founde yn suchc a 
defauute ; halfe of tlie said paync to l>e enployed to the vse of 
the said cite, and the odcr halfe to the sustentaeion of the said 
ffratcrnitc. 

And also, yf ony man of the said erafte and ffratcrnitc, vppon 
iij. dayes warnying, make defaute or lackc to come to the said 
ffeste, cliccion of theirc said Maister and Wardencs, to theyre 
gencrall ol)etc, mass e, and dirigesse, to be hold ons yn the yere 
for the sawlcs of brederyn and susteryn passed oute of this 
world, and also to the audite to he made and hold ons yn the 
yere, to pay, as ofte as he so maketh defaute, xij.c/. ; halfe to he 
enployed to the vse of the said Cite, and the oder halfe to the 
sustentaeion of the said ffratcrnitc. 

And also, tlmth the Wardcncs of the said erafte liaffe fulle 
powere to make serclie, with one of the officeris of the cite, as 
well vppon thoo that bycth mcle contrary to the custunie of the 
cite, as vppon gode paste to be made acordynd to the sise, as 
vppon all oder defavtys. And thath that ys for feta bel 1, to forfete 
hitt; and to presente the same fautys euery Monday to the 
eourte, with the said forfetourcs ; and the same forfetoures to be 
enployed halfe to the said cite, and the odcr halfe to the said 
ffratcrnitc. 

* Clearly therefore, in this case, as in that of the Cordwainers, there 
had been earlier ordinances ; and there can be little doubt that there was 
a Bakers’ Gild in Exeter before the date of these ordinances. 
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Also, thatli the Wardones of the said crafte liafe full power to 
make serche, with a sergent, att all hoggesters houses with-yn 
the Jurisdiccion of the said Cite, vppon alle forenes bredebroght 
to the same ; and the same forenerres brede tlier so founde to 
forfete hit ; and the same forfetes to presente hit, immediatly, 
on-to the Maier and Bailyffs ; takyng halfe to the vse of the 
said cite, and the oder halfe to the vse of the said ffraternite. 

And thath all Bakers of the said Cite, and suburbis of the 
same, make butt ij. horselofys to a peny, and of clene beanys,* 
vppon payne of xij.<Z. as ofte as ony doth yn contrary ; halfe to 
the vse of the said cite, and halfe to the vse of the said 
ffraternite. 

Also, that no man set vp the crafte of bakyng from liens- 
forth, with-yn the said Cite, or subbarbis of the same, on-lees 
that he be a franchessid man, and habelyd by the said Maister 
and Wardones ; vppon pyne of xl.s., halfe to the cite, and the 
oder halfe to the said ffraternite. 

Provided allway, thath yf ony of the said articlis be contrary 
to the liberte of the said cite, or old custumes of the same, thath 
hit be reformabyll and coi’rigabill by the Mayre, Bailiffs, and the 
comen counsayle of the citee. Provided also, thath this graunte 
hafe non effecte with-oute the jurisdiccion of the Cite, but onely 
with [in] the liberties of the same. Provided alway, that all 
theis articlis ne noone of them be noe wise derogatory, prijudi- 
ciall, ne contrary vnto the liberties and customys of the said 
Cite, and the comyn wele of the same. 

And inseigne and tokyn of all the said articles as bene aboue 
rehersed, shall byde ferme and stable, the seale of offise of the 
Mairalte of the Cite of Exceter here-vnto is putte. Yeuen the 
x*-' 1 day yn the monyth of ffebruarii, yn the yere of the raign of 
oure soueraign lord kyng Edward the iiij^ 1 , xxiP 1 . 

* Elsewhere, the horse-loaf was made of “ al maner of com.” See after, 
as to horse-bread, Note to Usages of Winchester, p. 366. [L. T. S.] 


Search shall he 
made, at hucksters’ 
houses, for b.cad 
made outside the 
town. 

Such bread is 
forfeited ; 

and must be pre- 
sented before the 
mayor and bailiff's ; 
and the city shall 
have half, and the 
gild half. 

Horse- loaves shall 
be made two for a 
penny, of clean 
beans : 

otherwise a fine, 
which goes, half to 
the city, and half 
to the gild. 

No baker shall be 
allowed in the 
town, unless a 
freeman, and also 
one of the gild ; 
under heavy 
penalty ; half to 
the city, and half 
to the gild. 

Any article of these 
ordinances con- 
trary to the city 
liberties, shall be 
reformed. 

This grant does 
not reach beyond 
the city ; 

and no city custom 
can be lessened by 
it. 


The mayor’s seal 
put to these 
articles, 

on 10th February, 
a.d. 1483. 
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XVIII. 


VvS 


BEK W1CK-UP0N-T WEED.* 

Statutes? of tf)c Gill), ordained by tlie pleasure of the Burgesses : 
so that, where many Bodies are found side by side in one place, 
they may become one, and have one will, and, in the dealings 
of one toward another, have a strong and hearty love. 

• The original of these ordinances is not known to exist in Berwick. It 
by no means follows that it does not exist there ; for neither the “ Olde 
V sages” of Winchester, nor the Gild Ordinances of Exeter, which are 
here printed from the originals (see before, p. 299, and after, p. 3*49), were 
known to exist in those old cities of renown, till I asked for search to bo 
made in both places, my reasons being given for thinking they must exist 
there, together with the indications by which each might be known, — 
my wishes being, happily, in both cases cordially seconded by the corporate 
authorities of those ancient cities. Having been informed by the town 
clerk of Berwick that these ordinances are not in the archives of his 
borough, and, moreover, that they never were there (which is of course 
a mistake), I have not thought it necessary to pursue the search, because 
(1) these ordinances are not in English, and so do not give us a sample of 
the local tongoie then spoken in Berwick ; and (2) they have already been 
twice printed, and one of these prints, though not following as closely as I 
could wish the Latin original (for no Latin was written and spelled in the 
thirteenth century as it is there given), is sufficiently reliable for the use 
made of it here. This print will be found in Houard’s “Traitds sur les 
couturnes Anglo-Nonnandes, publics en Angleterre, depuis le onzifcme 
jusqu’au quatorzieme Sifccle” (Rouen, 1776), vol. ii. pp. 467-487. A11 

imperfect copy of the ordinances, printed, moreover, with inexcusable care- 
lesaness, though avowedly taken from Houard, is given in I)r. Wildas 
u Das Gildenw'esen im mittelalter ” (p. 376) ; and it is the only sample he 
gives of gild ordinances. But, most strangely, he leaves out, from begin- 
ning to end, the titles of the ordinances. These are ahvays valuable, in 
every case where they are found, as giving the authentic substance of 
what, when set forth at length, is sometimes obscure. I give these titles 
here, and a short summary of each ordinance. 
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(i) Una Generalis Gilda observarl debet. 

All separate gilds, heretofore existing in the borough, shall be 
brought to an end. The goods rightfully belonging to them 
shall be handed over to this gild. No other gild shall be 
allowed in the borough. All shall be as members having one 
head, one in counsel, one body, strong and friendly. 

(2) Be forisfactis Glide. 

All fines of above eight shillings, saving king’s taxes and 
what belong as of right to the provosts, shall go to the gild- 
stock. 


(3 ) Be legatis relinquendis Glide. 

Bretheren of the gild shall, if they leave anything by Will, 
bequeath something to the gild. 

(4) Be recipiendls In Gild am post testamenta ab illis facta. 

Any one, not a brother, bequeathing goods to the gild, shall 
be treated as a brother, and shall have what help the gild gives 
to bretheren. 

(5) Be pcend confratrum delinquentium verbo contra alium. 

Any brother using foul words to another while going to, at, 
or coming back from, a gild-meeting, shall pay forty pence to 
the gild. If he docs it again, not only a second and a third, but 
a fourth time, he shall be punished and make amends as the 
Alderman, Ferthingmen, Dean, and other bretheren think right. 

(6) Be injurid reali confratrum Glide. 

If one strikes another, he shall pay half a mark to the gild, 
and make amends also. If blood is drawn, he shall pay twenty 
shillings, besides such amends as the Alderman, Ferthingmen, 
Dean, and the rest, think right, and this without any abatement. 
If any one brings a pointed weapon to the gild, he shall pay 
twelve pence to the gild. 


There shall be only 
one gild in the 
town. 


Common fines 
shall go into the 
stock of the gild. 


Bretheren shall 
bequeath some- 
thing to the gild, 
if they make Wills. 


Men, not being 
bretheren of the 
gild, making a 
bequest to it, shall 
have the benefit of 
the gild. 


If a brother is 
foul-mouthed to 
another, he shall 
be fined ; and, on 
repetition, shall be 
further punished. 


Heavy fines shall 
be paid for bodily 
hurt done. 


Weapons shall not 
be brought to gild 
meetings. 


m mvic K-i ro.v-TWu i>. 
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IWr U ciren 
l t had al ng 
Lntibcretj 


IVo»«ri^« Uiall l>c 
0%y^ to \«jQX 
uuiiUtu. 


I* nr breih^ren 
fthaU l«c b»irx-<l at 
lb« ami of Ibe tpJd. 


IMpthan be given 
to »*n?l'*oren 
mill 

"nmir <V> • g. 


Bur,r*w* wl»o 

<3 AMD U* »'lil 

»t^il not be btlj*d 
by It. 


(7) /)• miiujentibu* <ul jxinrUs (nbh\ 

Wlioe\cr m.\kr« any mess at the gate of tin* Gihl-luil], or 
n^: tin* t the wnlU while the gild is holding meeting, shall |>ay 
four | h nee to the gild. 

(S) l)c predo red pi end or um in (Jildum. 

None shall he taken into the gild without paying at least 
forty shillings, saving the sons and daughters of gildmen. 

(9) Dc rclevationc confratrum . 

Whoever shall fall into old age or poverty, or into hopeless 
sickness, and has no means of his own, shall have such help as 
the Alderman, Dean, and Brctheren of the gild think right, and 
such as the means of the gild enable to be given. 

(10) De relevationc fillurum Glide. 

If nny brother die, leaving a daughter true and worthy and 
of good repute, but undowered, the gild shall find her a dower, 
either ou marriage, or ou going into a religious house.* 

(1 1) De subsidio in sepulturis. 

Whoever dies without leaving means enough to pay for 
becoming burial rites, shall be buried at the cost of the gild. 

(12) De relcvamine confratrum pro crimine vcxalorum. 

If a brother is charged, on a matter of life or limb, outside 
the borough, two or three gildmen shall help him, at the cost of 
the gild, for two days : afterwards, it must be at the brother’s 
cost. If the brother has been rightly charged, he shall be dealt 
with as the Alderman and Brctheren think well. 

(13) De eo qui Gildam negligit. 

If any burgess treat the gild with disdain, no brother shall 
give him any help, by word or deed, either in or out of the 

• Compare an ordinance identical in spirit, though not in words, in the 
Ludlow Gild, before, p. 194. 
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borough, whether he be under charge touching life or limb, or 
whether he be in worldly trouble.* 


(14) De pcend non venientium ad Gildam. 


Whensoever the Alderman, Ferthingmen, and Dean summon 
a meeting, to deal with the affairs of the gild, every brother 
shall come, at the sounding of the trumpet, under penalty of 


All bretheren shall 
come to meetings 
at the sounding of 
the trumpet. 


twelve pence. 


(15) De leprosis. 


No leper shall come within the gates of the borough ; and if No lepers shall 

. , , . in . come into the 

one gets in by chance, the serieant shall put him out at once, borough, a place 

... for them being 

If one wilfully forces his way in, his clothes shall be taken off kept u p outside 

J J the town. 

him and burnt, and he shall be turned out naked. For we have 
already taken care that a proper place for lepers shall be kept 
up outside the town, and that alms shall be there given to them. 


(16) De fimis reponendis. 


No one shall lay upon the banks of the Tweed, within the No dung nor dust- 

heaps shall be put 

marks there set up, any dung or dust-heaps, so as to be a ueanthe banks of 

nuisance to those living near. Whoever does so, shall pay eight 

shillings. 


(17) De taciturnitate in curia glide. 


While causes are being tried, no one shall speak, except the “Silence in the 

Court. 

plaintiff and defendant, and their counsel, and the bailiffs who 
hold the court, under penalty of eight shillings. 


(18) De equis con/ratrum gilde. 


Every burgess worth forty pounds shall keep a horse worth 
twenty shillings. If it dies or is sold, he must get another 


Every well-to-do 
burgess must keep 
a horse. 


within forty days, or pay eight shillings sterling. 


* The sense of this may be misunderstood unless I give the original 
words, which are as follows : — “Si quis burgensium nostrorum hanc con- 
fraternitatem nostrorum contumaciter neglexerit, nullus confratrum nos- 
trorum ei consilium vel auxilium, verbo vel facto, infra burgum vel extra, 
ministrabit, aut si super periculo vitae et membrorum placitatus fuerit, aut 
in aliquo onere terreno incurrerit.” 


Ill** 
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(19) Do fiwlrtulinis manualibuj. 

No one ulmll %n\u\ wheat or other grain in hand-mills, unless 
through urgent need. The miller must have his share, — the 
sp.iw *2, thirteenth part for grain, and the twenty-fourth part for inalt. 


(20) De emptione lame , coriorum , ct pellium. 

\ .hail No one, not being a brother of the gild, shall buy wool, hides, 

'• k « j - r 

* - u or skin*, to sell a "11 in, or shall cut cloths, save straimer-mcr- 

trm ' «w 4 ; in ° 

cliants in the course of trade. Such a one shall have neither 

nacrchisu m*v do 

"»■ Lot nor Cavil with any brother. 


( 21 ) XuU us confratcr dabit pecuniam suam mercalori extrnneo. 


I ruWrhAnd dc*J. 
*■ •* • tl.»ayof 
tr» ^ OulU t« 


Any brother of the gild advancing money to a stranger-mer- 
chant, and sharing profits thereon, shall be fined forty shillings 
the first, the second, and the third time ; and, if it be done a 
fourth time, he shall be put out of the gild. And in the same 
way shall any brother be punished who takes money from a 
stranger-merchant for such kind of trading. 


( 22 ) De emptione mercium, que in navi advehuntur. 

Tb« m»riei »h*u This ordinance regulates, in five clauses, the sale of the com- 

Dot U* f* ratal led 

** to ihip-borne mon sea-borne articles of food. The substance of it is, to hinder 

good*. 

forestalling the market, and to ensure fair sales. 


(23) De mercibus vitiosis. 

»* t Tti th *\ ^ ai W onc k u y s goods, misled by false top samples, amends 
top »od tad uiow. must be made. 


( 24 ) De pretio mutonum. 

Tb* piv« of Mutton shall not be sold from Easter to Whitsuntide, at 

nra*u»n through. 

dearer than sixteen pence the carcase ; from Whitsuntide to the 
feast of St. James [July 25th] at dearer than twelve pence; 
thence to Michaelmas, at dearer than ten pence; thence to 
Easter, at dearer than eight pence. Whoever breaks this assise, 
shall pay a fine of eight shillings. 
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(25) De carnificibus mercatoribus . 

No butcher, while he follows that calling, shall buy wool or 
hides.* 

(26) De Brasiatricibus. 

No woman shall sell ale, from Easter till Michaelmas, at 
dearer than twopence a gallon ; nor, from Michaelmas till 
Easter, at dearer than a penny. And the names of the ale-wives 
shall be registered. t 

(27) De Broccariis . 

Brokers shall be chosen by the commonalty of the town, and 
shall every year, at Michaelmas, give a cask of wine to the town, 
and their names shall be registered. 

(28) De Begratariis. 

No huckster shall buy fish, hay, oats, cheese, butter, or any 
things sent to the borough for sale, before the stroke of the bell 
in the bell-tower of Berefrid. If any one does this, the goods 
shall be seized, and shall be given to the poor.;}; 

(29) De Anticipcitoribus forL 

Goods shall not be bought up before they reach the market. 
Goods so bought up, shall be forfeited to the gild. 

(30) De ementibus lanam et coria . 

No married woman shall buy wool ; nor shall any burgess 
have more than one buyer of wool and hides. Whoever un- 
reasonably ingrosses such goods out of the market, shall forfeit 
them to the gild, and pay a fine of eight shillings. 

* The original of this ordinance is curious in its terms: — “Nullus car* 
nifex, donee voluerit suum officium exercere, emat Lanam aut Coria, nisi 
velit abjurare Securim suam, et manum Bestiis non apponat.” 

+ Much heed was given, by the old law of England, to the price and 
quality of ale. Berwick seems to have made no exception to this. See 
Ordinance (39) on p. 345. [L. T. S.] 

t For the fate of hucksters in Exeter, offending in the matter of bread, 
see before, p. 337. 


Butchers shall not 
speculate in wool 
or hides. 


The price that ale- 
wives may charge. 


Brokers shall be 
chosen by the 
commonalty. 


Goods for con- 
sumption shall not 
be bought up by 
hucksters before 
the bell rings. 


Forestalling of the 
market shall not 
be allowed. 


Wool and hides 
shall not be in- 
grossed by a few 
buyers. 


Ill KM K K-l roN-T'Vf ! 1). 
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(^i) .\V»*w> /focwct foriiisfcum in placita contra ricimnn. 

■ So lmn;i-»s t-lmll pjot nn outsider to plead for him against 

w0mm* ‘*j» n ncijghlxuir, under penalty of n cask of wine. 

(32) Dc conspiratoribu# contra gildam . 

Whoever tries to scatter or to split up the gild, shall pay 
a cask of wine. 


(33) Dc gubernatione communitatis. 

.n. The affairs of the borough shall be managed by twenty-four 
A^iNrukd. discreet men of the town, chosen thereto, together with the 
Mayor and four Provosts. Whoever of the twenty-four, having 
been summoned over-night, fails to come to a meeting, shall pay 
two shillings. 

(34) Dc clectionc majoris ct prepositorum. 

th« Mvr<*r mnd The Mayor and Provosts shall be chosen by the whole com- 
er™ »U *)i»U bO . 11 . . - 

cte*enwtu monaltv. If there is any doubt as to the choice, the matter 

COQilDOtuity. 

shall be settled by the twenty-four burgesses whom, as above- 
said, the Commonalty have chosen. 


(35) Dc revelationc consilii contra sacramentum. 

Bwirm of the Whoever hewrays the counsel of the gild, shall, for the first 

tfld }jQ # 0 

i-uuUhd. time, he punished as the Alderman and others think fit. The 
second time, he shall be put out of the gild for a year and a day. 
The third time he shall lose the gildship for ever. And he it 
known that, not only in this borough, but throughout the realm, 
he will thus become an outlaw and infamous. 


(36) De chirothecariis ct pdli partis. 

No iiortr nor No skinner nor glover, nor any one else, shall cut wool from 

•Vi* rxr cut . . 

wi*jruKth- any skins between Whitsuntide and Michaelmas, but all skins 

uimiocr uk* Uu. 

shall be sold as they are. Any glover or skinner doing other- 
wise, shall pay a cask of wine to the gild. 
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(37) De participations lialecum emptorum inter confratres . 

Whoever buys a lot of herrings, shall share them, at cost 
price, with the neighbours present at the buying. Any one not 
present, and wanting some, shall pay to the buyer twelvepencc 
for profit.* 

(38) De cariagio vini. 

This ordinance regulates the manner of carrying wine-casks 
and the charges for such carriage. 

(39) De brasiatricibus ementibus arenas. 

No woman shall buy [at one time] more than a chaldron of 
oats for making beer to sell. 

(40) De tempore emendi animalia. 

This ordinance is pointed against the forestalling of the 
market by butchers, in the way of buying up beasts unfairly. 

(41) De venditione corii tannati. 

Tanned leathers, brought in by outsiders, must be sold in open 
market, and on market day. 

(42) De Molis . 

No one shall have more than two pair of mill-stones. 

(43) De Lot et Cavil. 

No brother of the gild ought to go shares with another in 
less than a half quarter of skins, half a dicker of hides, and two 
stones of wool.+ 

* This ordinance is curiously the same in spirit, though on so different 
a subject-matter, with one of the Gild of Joiners and Carpenters in 
Worcester. See before, p. 210. 

f The original words are, “ Nullus confrater nostras debet habere Lot 
neque Cavil cum alio,” & c. The meaning of the word “ cavil” clearly 
appears to be part or share. See HalliwelTs Archaic Diet. ; and Spelman’s 
Glossary, word “ Lot,” where a bye-law is quoted much like the Berwick 
one (20) above, — a quod nullus burgensis rure manens habet lot neque 


Buyers of herrings 
shall share and 
share alike. 


The carriage of 
wine-casks. 


Too much beer 
must not be made. 


Butchers shall 
not forestall the 
market. 


Leathers must be 
sold in open 
market. 


Two pair of mill- 
stones are enough 
for anybody. 


Local custom as 
to sharing goods 
bought. 
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(4 /><■ /* <-0 (( (rmjHtr? emend i vn ret mania in navi detain. 

h. 4 * S<*«-l>ornc gmnlH must l*o lutuijlit ut tlic mul must lie 

" «. • cnrriol awnv In-twoon sun rise nml sun-set, under penalty of 
n cask of nine.* 


(4 -) J)e amcrciamcnta ertraneonnn merentorum. 

All payments l»v foreign merchants shall go to the gild-stock 

r ■ H ‘ 

nml the borough fund, save what is due to the Crown. 


»#%•••«** +* !ho 

U kj m d«tvl in 
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( 46 ) X071 licet Joris-habitantibus cmcre vel vcnderc nisi in 

(lie fori. 

No burgess nor out-dwelling brother shall buy or sell in the 
town any goods belonging to the gild, save on market-day. And 
no out-dwcllcrs shall buy up victuals coming by ship to the 
town, under penalty of a cask of wine. 


It took up five days to treat of and to settle these ordinances. 
The dates of these days arc given. Two of them fell in a.d. 
1283 : the three others in 1284. 

cavil cum burgensibus inhabitantibus.” The phrase is thus equivalent to 
the modem "part nor lot” (see Acts viii. 21). 

The use of this word may throw some light upon the true meaning of 
the discussed phrase "scot and lot,” about which my Father had no doubt 
whatever. The words of the oath given before, p. 1S9, "I shalbe redy at 
scott and lotte, and all my duties truly pay and doo,” do but strengthen 
and confirm the inteqiretation given by him, and which was corroborated 
by the conviction that within this homely ph rase was contained the essence 
of English independence. The following was printed in "The Parish” 
(2nd ed. p. 474) : "What follows from being one of the Body of a Parish 
is, the liability to two distinct things. . . . These two things are, bearing lot 
and ]»aying scot. That is to say ; — each inhabitant is bound to fulfil such 
j personal duties, for and on behalf of the whole Body, as shall be allotted 
to him by that whole Body : he is also bound to pay his share of scot (shot) 
towards every general tax. The Offices [Parish offices] already named 
illustrate the former of these liabilities. All Parish Pates (and not any 
one of these in particular) illustrate the latter.” I may add, that the 
words are employed in the same sense in " An Historical Essay on the 
English Constitution,” published in 1771, pp. 20, 21, &c. [L. T. S.] 

* This, like several of these ordinances ( c.g . 22, 28-30, 40), is directed 
against forestalling and to ensure fair trade. See after, p. 353. [L. T. S.] 


III. 


GILDS 

AND 

MUNICIPAL BODIES. 


pE OLDE YSAGES OF pE 

CITE OF WYNCHESTRE, 

PAT HAUEp BE Y-VSED IN pE TYME OF OURE ELDERNE ; 
OUDINAUNCES, CONSTITUCIONS, AND ARTICLES OP THE 

CYTE OF WORCESTRE; 

FROM THE ORIGINAL RECORDS. 

THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR OF 

BRISTOL ; 

THE COSTOMARY OF THE MANNOR OF 

TETTENHALL REGIS; 


FROM AUTHENTIC COPIES OF TIIE ORIGINAL RECORDS. 


Tkk d ■ « i t# ] rin? 1 in thin Bart throw great light upon tho relations 
W. + tmn ib» old Gild* mid tho self-governing Local Commonalties ns 
M . r 1.C . Alrundy much lias been seen of this, in dealing with 
tW Gf 1 * f Bcwrhv, Birmingham, Bristol, Berwick, Exeter, See. In 
th<«» C3KM+, the Gild* we re the stand-point. In what follow, the Municipal 
I 1 \ i<* in each c*u»e, the stand-point. As a general rule, the result is 
1 to l»c one of harmony, and not of antagonism, botween tho Municipal 
]W)i* % and the Gild*. 

In the first three of the very interesting documents which follow, the 
Gild* arc expressly named, and their connection with the Municipal Body 
in more or lues clearly seen. In the last, the Costomary of Tcttenhall 
R* gig, wo have an important proof of how much of tho spirit of the 
old Gilds lived on, notwithstanding tho inifpiitous plunder and subversion 
of them, under colour of an Act of Parliament, in the time of Edward VI. 
The tenants of tho manor, who were a thoroughly self-governing Body, in 
shaping their bye-laws adopted many regulations of the same class as what 
Are found in the more important of tho old Gilds. The document is one of 
very g|K*cial and instructive interest to those who would understand tho 
real basis of free institutions. 

I have to thank the Mayor, Council, and Town Clerk of Winchester for 
their liberal courtesy in placing the highly-interesting and valuable Boll 
of their “old usages” in my hands for the purpose of this work. 

In the same manner am I indebted to the Corporation and to the Town 
Clerk of Worcester, for entrusting me with the four original volumes of 
Kccords from which I have here made large extracts (see before, p. 200, 
note). 

Not to the Corporation of Bristol do I or any reader of this volume owo 
any thanks. We owe these, as already stated, to the liberality of a private 
gentleman (see before, p. 283, note). 

As to the Costoinary of Tcttenhall Regis, I owe a double debt of thanks: 
frit , to Mr. T. W. Cooper, of Hall Farm, Hampton in Arden, who kindly 
gent to me, unasked, a very old (but not quite complete) copy of tho 
Co*tomary ; and secondly , to 31 r. Neve, of Wolverhampton, the Lord of 
tho Manor of Tettenhall Regis, who, hearing that I proposed to print this 
document, sent to me the earliest Rolls of the Manor in his possession, 
together with several ancient deeds, and a complete copy of the Costomary 
of which 31 r. Cooper had already sent me ail earlier, but not quite complete 
copy. 
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pESE BEN j)E OLDE VSAGES OF j)E ClTE OF WYNCHESTRE, ]>AT 
HAUE]) BE Y-YSED IN })E TYME OF OURE ELDERNE, BETH 
AND SHOLLE BE TO J)E FRAUNCHYSE SAUY AND SUSTEYNEY. 


pat is to wetynge, pat ]>ev be, in J?e town by-fore y-seycl, 
Meyre, y-cliose by ]>e comune grauntynge of ]>e foure and 
twenty y-sworc and vf 1 [pe] commune, principal sosteynere of 
J>e fraunchyse; weche mayre be out-put fram jere to 3 ere. 
And wych meyre ne vndurfonge no playnte ne no play by bym, 
ne pleydy of ]>inges pat touche}) the rewle of ]>e town. 

Off ]>e heuedes of ]>e Cite, sholde be foure and twenty y-swore, 
in stede of ]>e meste gode men and of ]>e wyseste of ]>e town, 
for to treuleche helpe and counseyle ]>e forsaid meyr, for to 
saue and susteyne ]>e fraunchyse. Weche foure and twenty 
sholde, to ])e comenable somaunse of }>e forseyde meyre, come. 
And 3if hij be Rennes, by-})Owte ry3tful enchesoun, eueryeh by 
hym-selue be in mercy of one besaunt, to ])e profit of ]>e Citee 
at eche tyme. 

* Men having local duties were heretofore very often known as “ sworn 
men,” as in this case. In “The Parish” (second ed., pp. 69, 70) I have 
cited several instances of this, from the time of the Jnquisiliones Nonarum 
(a.D. 1340) down to that of James I. It should be here remarked that 
the various officers enumerated in the first five paragraphs of these 
“Usages” do not include all the men of authority that were then known 
in the city. There was a Town Clerk , who will be found often named 
in these Usages. There were also Aldermen , who had important duties, 
as is well illustrated in the last of these Usages, whereby the “ Alderman 
of fie stret” is bound to take a view of premises in certain cases, where the 
owner of a house is so unhappy as to be unable either to get his rent 
or find goods to distrain upon. 


These usages have 
been, and will be, 
good for saving 
and sustaining the 
franchises of the 
City of Win- 
chester. 


The Mayor shall 
be chosen every 
year, by the four- 
and- twenty sworn 
men and the 
commonalty. 

1 (sic.) 


There shall be 
four and -twenty 
Sworn Men,* for 
a council to help 
the Mayor ; who 
shall attend him 
on summons. 


.V.o 


111) out r.<AOK<. 


w • -*'1 - 1 *• 

«mA 

ii « • • » • »-* 

Hi* - m 4 Iv. 
*1 «*• M* 


\ • * mr Sc*. 

HmI», H A. «*• 

Wiahi •* ^ 
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A ho, )* r sholde be twev bn\ lyues y swore in |>e Citee, ami 
t rvvr oil lie |>e [nrfwyke wytye, ami do nllo men coininune ryjt- 
fnlm-^e don. jVmno }>o Moyro and |»e fuure and twenty, at 
|v horglimot of seynt mychel, simile chesc fowre gode men. And 
Y? commune, of )ns foure, eliese }>e tweyne afore y-sayd. 

A ho. fuwro scriauntes sholde be in |>e town y -swore, jerdes 
bcrvnge, for to don }>e liestcs of })e Mayrc and of )>e baylyues 


««. in* U art 
•% li- mjm 
it * Um 


1W |U" ** cut! 
c . • 1 dp* 

l - pirn rulls f r 


Th* 2 4 n ,«t \ * 
l.^wiwi, *« 1 1* 

ca-Vul l» «pc«cii. ■ 


M*Vr r% 9 quHl* 

«»rW within 
tt« » ii . »*• d j**y 
a . *- ual Uk\ f r 
!«• I- -»•** where 
qu«n.« ire made. 
)>-n worV.tr doe* 
not Income a 
frcema« [?]. 

> ('*.) 


The j rev of 
coane] 


by-fore y-seyd. 

Also, twey coroners by-lyj» J>at ])er be in Wyncliestrc, y-swore 
in oure lord }>e kynges by-halfe, o)>er hys Justyces, to don here 
Oflys al-so wel in })C sok as in }>e Citee a-fore y-seyd. 

Also, j)e bavlyues a-fore y-seyd sholde, at J)C jeres ende, ;elde 
vp here rolles of play and of }>e Taraget, to lygge in commune 
ward for |>inges myjttc by-falle. 

Also, non of }>e for-seyde fowre and twenty ne slial susteyne 
partye in Court of J>e Citee, ne be tellcre ne vndurnemere of 
wordes, in harmynge of })C fiVauncbysc of J>e town. 

Also, non of }>e Citee ne slial don werchc qwyltes ne ehalouns 
bybjioute )>e walles of })e Citee, vp-on peyne to lese }>at good, 
oJ>er J)at worJ>y. And do}) to wetynge, )>at euerych gret hows in 
wham me worke}> })e qwyltes, slial to }>e fenne v.s. by })e 3ere, 
}>ey he ne worchc but o-lupy clo}). And do}) to wetynge, J)at 
non ne slial makye fraunk who }>at euere liald in hys hows, 
o}>cr in o})er stede; out-nome on to )>e ineyres hows, and an o})er 
to })e hospytal, and }>e }>rydde to })e clerkes of })C town. 

And do}) to wetynge, })at })eTapenersJ J)at worche}> })eburelles, 


♦ A cross is put against this usage ; showing that it was held important, 
t As the "ehalouns” are here distinguished from “quilts,” and as 
Chaucer describes 

“A bedde 

“With slides and with chaions faire y-8predde,” 
it seems to fellow thatchaloun is another name for blanket. It is certain 
that it was some sort of bed -covering, and the language does not seem 
consistent with its being a counterpane, as distinguished from a quilt. 

t It is not quite sure what was the work of the “tapener he had to 
do with the ehalouns as well (see pp. 351, 352). Chaucer speaks of a 
“tapiser,” who is explained to be “a maker of tapestry.” May not the 
word (ape (A.S. teeppe ), be connected with the root of both ? There was 
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ram alle halowenetyd for here work shullen take for J?e cloth 
xviij.<A: ffram J>e anminciacioun of oure lady, and of ]>at tyme 
for to an-o})er tyme of al halowene, ij.s. 

And do]) to wetynge J>at non ne shal make burelle werk, 
but 3 if he be of J^e ffraunchyse' of town, out-nome p eueriche 
fullere makye oon by 3ere, and euerych makyere on y-nome |>e 
kynges ferme. 


cloth shall be 
according to the 
time of the year. 


Burel cloth shall 
be made by free- 
men of the town. 


Aff oJ>ere halue, do]j to wetynge j>t ]>e chaloun of fowre ellen 
and o quarter of langnesse, shal habbe tweye ellen and an halfe 


Blankets of given 
lengths shall be 
made of given 
breadths.* 


anciently a mystery of “tapicers" in London. (Herbert's Livery Com- 
panies, vol. i. p. 33.) [L. T. S.] 

* It seems clear, from the measurements given, that the ell named in 
this “ Usage” was the Flemish ell, of three quarters (27 inches). With 
the “ Usage” itself, and the one that follows, the statute 4 Ed. IV. c. 1 
(a.d. 1464), as to the length and breadth of broad cloths, &c., should be 
compared. It was not passed till more, probably, than a century later 
than the time of these “ Usages of Winchester;" but it shows that the 
necessity for some regulations, to prevent fraud, had then become 
general, and were not confined to Winchester. It is a very remarkable 
statute. It begins by reciting that, — 

“ Whereas many years past, and now at this day, the workmanship of 
cloth, and things requisite to the same, is and hath been of such fraud, 
deceit, and falsity, that the said cloths in other lands and countries be had 
in small reputation, to the great shame of this land ; and by reason thereof 
a great quantity of cloths of other strange lands be brought into this realm, 
and there sold at an high and excessive price, evidently shewing the 
offence, default, and falsehood of the making of woollen cloths of this 
land ; Our said lord the king, for the remedy of the premises, and to the 
preferment of such labours and occupations which have been used by the 
making of the said cloths, by the advice, assent, request, and authority 
aforesaid, hath ordained and established certain Statutes and Ordinances in 
manner and form ensuing." It is then enacted : — 

“ First, that every whole woollen cloth, called broad cloth, which shall 
be made and set to sale after the feast called St. Peter ad vincula , which 
shall be in the year of our Lord M.CCCC.LXV., after the full watering, rack- 
ing, straining, or tenturing of the same, ready to sale, shall hold and 
contain in length xxiv yards, and to every yard an inch, containing the 
breadth of a man’s thumb, to be measured by the crest of the same cloth, 
and in breadth ij yards, or vij quarters at the least, within the lists ; and 
if the said cloth be longer in measure than the said xxiv yards, and the 
inches, then the buyer thereof shall pay to the seller for as much as doth 
exceed such measure of xxiv yards, according to the rate of the measure 
above ordained. And it is enacted and established by the authority afore- 
said, That all manner of cloths called streits, to be made and put to sale 


Tin oi n fMcsrs 
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t»i forv |*c tiiprnrr in (>0 \\<rke; Jh* clmtoun of leng)>c of fowrc* 
film imd nn liiilfo, slml Imbbc in worke )>rc cllen to-foiv |>o 
clmlmm-inakuro ; |v clmloun of v. Him, slml Imbbc in hnigcneK.se 
fuwrc fllcn in )>e work to-fore )>e clmloun-makyere. And |mt 
ruerich cliwlonn oner |>ro ellen of lcngju? out of u-sysc be forfeted. 

And |»at |k' ehalouns )>at eldernlychc bmldc y-set, so bnlde 
hero a-syse. And 31 f o|x?re ehalouns be)) y-foumle |>at nc habbej> 
Jndke n-syse, in was bond hij be)> y-founde, be forfeted, 3if hit 
ne so be )>at hit no be to sale. 

after the same feast, after the full watering, racking, straining, or tenturing 
thereof, ready to sale, shall hold and contain in length xij yards and the 
inches, according to the measure aforesaid, and in breadth one yard within 
the li^ts. Also it Is ordained and established by the authority aforesaid, 
That every cloth called kersey, to be made and put to sale after the said 
feast, after the full watering, racking, straining, or tenturing of tho same, 
ready to sale, shall hold and contain in length xviij yards and the inches 
as Is aforesaid, and in breadth one yard and a nail, or at the least one 
yard, within the lists. ” 

Tho Act goes on to ordain penalties against certain mixtures with the 
woollen cloth; that cloth shall be made of uniform workmanship, “without 
difference in the weaving, fulling, knotting, or burling and that every 
piece of cloth shall be sealed with a seal, showing, by its shape and make, 
what is the quality and quantity of the cloth (in fact, an assay-mark). 
Provision is then made for the appointment of Keepers of the cloth seals 
(who are called “ Aulnegers”), their duties and rewards. It is then 
recited that, “ Whereas before tliis time, in the occupations of cloth- 
making, the labourers thereof have been driven to take a great part of 
their wages in pins, girdles, and other unprofitable wares, under such 
price as stretcheth not to the extent of their lawful wages, and also have 
delivered to them wools to be wrought by very excessive weight, which 
hath driven, and driveth, men and women into discourage of such labour;’* 
and it is enacted, under penalties, that clothmakers shall pay their 
if labourers, in any part of the said trade, lawful money for all their lawful 
wages and payment of the same/’ and shall deliver wool to them according 
to the due weight. On the other hand, the workmen, and especially the 
fullers, are enjoined to duly perform their duty in their occupations ; like- 
wise under penalties. Provision is made for the hearing and disposal, by 
the local authorities of every place, of all complaints and cases arising 
under these two last clauses. The whole statute is well worth careful 
study. Probably it did not touch the sort of woollen goods named in the 
above “ Usages,” because those Usages, kept alive under the vigilant eye of 
the bailiffs of Winchester, had already been found strong enough to meet 
the case. As to the means and the care formerly taken for the prevention 
of trade frauds, see further the General Note at the end of these Usages. 
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Also, no wollemongcre, ne no man, ne may liabbc no stal in 
)>c lieye-stret of Wynckestre bote he do war-fore. 

Also, no man ne may bygge leper grene ne skyn grenc in pe 
towun, but jif he be of fraunchyse, vppeyne to nyme pat good to 
pe ferme of pe town. And Jmlke pat beth in fraunchyse, by 

whom liij hem mowe bygge, ne shullc hem nowt wip-oupe pe 

fraunchyse lede. 

Also, no ffysshyere ne no pulter ne shal bygge ffysch ne pul- 
trye for to ajcn selle, er pat vndren be y-ronge. 

Also, none manere vytayles pat come]> in-to towne to selle, ne 
be nou3t out of pe towne a-3en bore vn-sold, ne wt-outen leue of 

}>e baylyues, by -for pe tyme pat it be ones j-set to sale, to pc 

payne to lese pat good. 

Also, no regratour ne go owt of towne for to engrosy pe 
chaffare, vpon payne for to be fourty-dayes in pe kynges 
prysone. 

Of custome of pe ffysch is pus : — pat no man ne may habbe a 
bord but onleche of pe kynge, and ech bord shal to pe kynges 
rente a ferpynge pe day pat per ys ffysch open ; and pat ne no 
man out nyme by no manere of fraunchyse. 

Also, euerych cart pat comep in t owne, oper fysh to sale, wh at 
f ysh pat he bryngep, of what fraunchyse pat he be, he shal to pe 
kynge an halpeny, as meny tyme as he cometh, for pt bord pat 
stond by-fore hym. 

Also, euerich cart, out of pe fraunchyse, shal to pc kynge by 
custome ij pans and an halpeny, what ffysh he here to sale. 
And euerych horsc-burdene of fresh fysh pat comep in-to pe 

* A cross is put, in the left-hand margin, against this Usage. 

+ “ Forestalling the market,” “regrating,” “engrossing,” and “mono- 
poly,” are offences of the same kind ; and they are all of them offences at 
Common Law, as interfering with fair and open sale and prices, and with 
the freedom of trade. “ That monopolies are against the ancient and 
fundamental laws of the realm,” says Lord Coke, “ and that the mono- 
polist was, in times past, .and is much more now, punishable, for obtaining 
and procuring of them, we will demonstrate it by reason, and prove it by 
authority.” ( Third Institute, p. 181.) The above Usage of Winchester 
might, have been cited by Lord Coke as an illustration of his chapter 
“Against Monopolists.” 


No stalls to be in 
the High Street at 
mere will. 

None but freemen 
may buy untanned 
leather or raw 
hides in the town ; 
and these not to 
be taken out of 
the town.* 


No fish nor poultry 
shall be bought 
for sale before un- 
dern (9 a.m.) 
Victuals brought 
in for sale, shall 
not be taken back 
unsold without 
leave. 


Regrators and 
engrossers shall be 
heavily punished. t 


A rent of to be 
paid to the king 
for every board on 
which fish is 
shown for sale. 


Every one shall 
pay hd. to the 
king for every 
load of fish that he 
puts out for sale. 


Every non -free- 
man shall pay. for 
every cart-load of 
fish brought in, 

2 £c/.; and for 
every horse-load 


23 


35 l 


Tin: old rsAOKs 


1M . 

i-l 


I 


'n 


•i. U Mr a 
lim I i < M r 

I • A •• N 

ra/r — 14 


I ■ 1 o/ #i*nr 

• •' W*|L 

t . ih* 
t%— > r 

• » • 'w/. 


11 **• «*• ***' . -r» 

» !•' M. to 

t»* k «■ • a* I a 

^ W 4 « |0 

tu ‘ * *L >*h 
w. M t to te 

w*i*t«d «t:h 

wit«: • 


Hmy noo- 
Irwoun 

mrmi«r lii\lng a 
»Un, tiiAll fmv 

a %«ar lo ibe 

k«*-g. 

1 •• nr non- 
frr^i4Jtn havirc, 
ft b<n ► «u, 
*b*ef*, «r *wjnc, 

A*d w*. •a. tl*in 
u »la. cM. rwJ, 

*h»' 1 j«m M a 
}«*r t » U- kin^, 
a* 4 1 »/. to the 

l*r«7i rirr^ for 

rt-% *ra:» n. 
tl- »>?j Ik- have 
l-v>t -** UaU . and 
only cutne* it to 
to«ti otxx- a >ear. 
JAtrv linker drnll 
t- tlK ki a, 2 j. 
a >mr. a« d Id. to 
t** t»mn derk. 
Tb* bread to Ik 
wK’te and well 
bnk-»l ; a** 1 it 
Dual be of fu 1 
wet# I t. ut><kr 
F- a t^« ACCOrrl. 
I* 1 * t-. the lade of 
t 


town to «ml<\ and bo out of frminrliyse, slml to )>c kyngc |>re 
linljH U-H uf ciiHttuno. And of *lmlt f»h an luilpeny. 

Ami aKt>, om-rych cart, out of fnumchy.se, comyngc in-to 
tow no wi}> MMiioxvii. .slml to ]>e kyngc of customc |n*e JmiiH, ]>cy 
Ik no brvngo hut o sawmown ; ami him horscbcrdcnc, ]>ey 
he hryiigc hut oon, twoy pans. And vp-on mnnncs ryggo, n 
]Hny. 

Also, eucrych hundred of huunprons comyngc in-to towne, 
dial fvne huunprons to customc to )>e haylyucs of J)C town, to 
here ownc by-of-J>c, and non o]>cr customc. 

Also, eucrych sellore of hcryngc in ]>e lente, slinl to J)C kyngc 
fyfc pans, and to |ie haylyucs a pyclicr wyn, of what frauncliysc 
}>at he be. And no flyssherc nc shal w’ctc myd water salt fyelie, 
}>er ]>at }>er come}) fysclie to selle, but 3if lie do to }>e haylyucs 
werfore. 

Also, }>e vsage of flcslicmongcrcs ys swycli, J>at eucrych fleshe- 
mongcre, out of frauncliysc, )>at liable]) stal, shal to J)C kyngc of 
custom fyue and twenty pans by )>e 3erc. 

Also, }>ulke \>at buj) out of frauncliysc, |>at liable]), byggeth 
Get, Shop, swyn, and a-jen selle]) vn-shlawe, sliuble to ]>c kyngc 
fyue ]>ans by J)e 3ere of })e customc of swyn. And to })e elerke of 
]>c town, a peny for to entre here names, ])ey lie hit ne do but 
o-lupy beest. IT And allc marcliauntes of Get, Sliep, o])er swyn, 
]>at both out of frauncliysc, and haunte}) }>e town, }>ey he ne come 
but ones in })e 3cer, so shulde ])C sclue customc. 

Also, eucrych bakere of ]>c town ]>at make]) bred to sale, shal 
to })c kyngc of customc ij s. by ])e 3ere, and to }>e elerke of }>e town 
a peny. And he sholde make whitbred, and wel y-bake, after }>c 
sale of corn, and vp-on ]>e a-syse of ]>o marehasye ; J>at is to 
wetynge, pat 3if ])c ferjringloff is in defawte of wy3te ouer twclf 
])ans, })e bakere is in ]>e a-mercy. IT And for eucrych defawte 
by-Jnmnc })e amountaunce of ]>vo shyllyngcs, as vp-on ])C quantyte 
of ]>o trespace. H And whanne ]>o fer]>yng-]of is in defawte of 

* The word " And” is written in the margin against this Usage. The 
meaning of such a note is not very intelligible. 

+ See the General Note at the end of these Usages. 
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wyjte oucr }>re shyllyngcs, pe bakerc shal berc \>c juwyse of 
}>e town. 

AIs[o], euerycb sullcre of bred in {>e hey 3 estrete of Wynchestrc, 
]>at is out of fraunchyse, slial to }>e kynge to custome, by }>e jere, 
twey sliullynges, and to ]>o clerk a peny, jif he sellej) meche by 
3ere; and 3if he sulle]j lasse, vp-on j>e quantite. And at oJ>ere 
stretes, sex pans o{)er J?re, oppon })* * * § handworke is. And doJ> 
to wetynge, }>* non of hem nc sholde fecche here bred, but J>ere 
]?c lapen stondej), vp-on peync of )>e amercy of J>e byggere and of 
]je sellere, to-fore J>e tyme of none. IT And }>at non of hem ne 
fecche no bred of non bakere whanne hij ne mowe habbe no 
warant ; and 3if hij do, J>at hem self hyt waranty. *11 And J>at 
euerych bakere habbe hys seal y-knowe vpon liys loff, J»at he ne 
mowe wij>-segge 3if he is of take oj>er }>an week 

Also, euerich brewestere of my3te of towne, J)t brewej> to sale, 
f>at hij make good ale, vp-on J>e sale, vp-on }>e corn, and vp-on 
J>e assyse, y- 3 erle. And 3if he ojjer-loker do}), be in })e kynges 
mercy, as many tyme as }>e baylyues hem mowe of take. 

Also no brewestere out of fraunchyse, ne may brewe w l -ynne 
}>e power of }>e Citee, to sale, but 3if hij do warfore to J>e bay- 
lyues vp-on })e quantite of here dedes. 

Also, no man out of fraunchyse, of what craft }>at he be, 
ne may bou})e halde, ne bygge, by-})ynne J>e power of }>e 
town. 

Also, euerych cart (? load of wool ) y-seld in }>e town, to men 
out of fraunchyse, shal to }>e kynge of custome an halpeny. Of 
myddel custome is Jms: — }>at oon (? stone) of wolle }>* come}) to 
towne frelechc, and be out of fraunchyse, shal to }:c kynge of 

* A special mark is put, in the right-hand margin, against the last 
clause of this Usage, as to sealing the loaves. 

t See the General Note at the end of these Usages. 

X The word “bre wester ” is usually stated, in glossaries, to mean a 
female brewer. But it is expressly put down, in the Promptorium Parvu- 
lorum, as used for either male or female brewer. 

§ In the margin of the roll, there is put against this “ Usage ” a mark 
thus |l(3f j ail( l the words “<£ queP” twice repeated ; showing that the 
paragraph was often cited in behalf of complainants. 


Every bread-seller 
in the High Street 
shall pay to the 
king 2.?. a year, 
and to the clerk 
1 d. y each more or 
less, according to 
how much he sells. 
In other streets, 
from 6rf. to 3 d. 
Bread not to be 
fetched from the 
baker’s before 
noon, nor from an 
unregistered baker 
(save at risk of the 
buyer). And every 
baker must put 
his seal upon 
every loaf, so that 
he cannot disown 
it if the bread is 
not good.* 


Brewers being 
freemen, who 
brew for sale, 
must brew good 
ale, according to 
the assize. If they 
do otherwise, they 
will be amerced, f 

Non-freemen must 
not brew for sale 
within the city 
without leave of 
the bailiffs, t 

No non-freeman 
may have a booth 
[for sale of goods] 
within the town.§ 


Every load of wool 
sold, in town, to 
a non-freeman, 
shall pay to the 
king a halfpenny. 
For one stone of 
wool brought into 
town by anon-free- 
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”K i fn-Jump' ; nml twt \ c to gedero u fcr|'ingc; nml ]>rc to- 
U».|rr 4 i n IwilpvnY ; wml fowrc, an bnlprny; and f\ur, an h:il- 
j- f \ ; uml m \e t<» ^drrc, |»ro fcr|)inges; and seuene, |irc fcr- 
|»io • ; uni «\jte, a |hiiv; of )>ilke |> l 1 u*)> nut of frnunelnse. 

€ And *if |h r be in nr stones, to-gedero o|>er seuendeebe to one 
mm, cijn r at one t\me, |n*lke shal to |>c kyng twey pans, for to 
\-vritc of wicbo fnuinehyso bit be |>at be hit hn )> y-broujt. 

OtV Clu.se. boterc, Grecc, and smere, is in |>ilkc seine 
manere in idle poyntes as is y-seyd by-fore of ))C Custome of 
wcdle. Cliese, Hot ere, Greco, and Sniere, }>arc }>c kynges wyjtc 
by-lv}\ sbal nyine ns ineebe of }>e lmluc peyse as of ]>e bole 
w\ jte. 

A ml do}) to wetynge, }) 1 ecb manere good, J>arc })C wyjte 
by-lyj\ }>at bit be y-lad by-J>inno })C power of )>e townc to sclle ; 
}>e kynges by wbas wyjte bit be y-weye, and wycli fraunebyse 
}> l it be, and whos good bit be. H And jif }>er is eny pryue 
o|»er straunge }>at to }>c wyjte sbal, and lie bit bele oner o nyjt, 
lie is in }>e kynges mercy vp-on })e quantyte of )mt mysdcdc. 

Also whan gaderyngc sbal be a-rered in }>e Citec, by )>e kynges 
beste, oj)Cr for commune nodes of J)C townc, sexe godemen sbulde 
be y -chose by }>c commune grauntynge, and y -swore, — }>rc of }>e 
fou re a ml twenty, and }>rc of }>c commune, — to gadcry Jdlkc talage 

* By the Statute of 43 Edw. III. (a,d. 1369) it is enacted, that 14 the 
staples of wools, woolfels, and leatlier, of the realm of England, shall 
be holden in the places under-written : that is to say, at Newcastle, 
Kingstonupon-Hull, Saint Botulph [Boston], Yarmouth, Queenborough, 
Westminster, Chichester, Winchester, Exeter, and Bristol:” freedom of 
trade in wools, &c., is guaranteed, “ so that no wools, woolfels, nor 
leather shall pass out of the realm of England, Ireland, nor Wales, 
till they be brought to the Staples, and there weighed, cocketted, and 
custoined ; and that all the wools that shall be brought to the Staples 
at Westminster and Winchester, shall be, betwixt merchant and merchant, 
or merchants and other, lawfully weighed by the standard ; and every 
sack and sarpler of the same wools so weighed, sealed under the seals of 
the Mayor of the Staple and of the constables;” &c., &c. This Statute, 
and more than one of the older 4< Usages” in the text, throw mutual light 
upon each other. 

t A large cross is put, in the left-hand margin, against this Usage. See 
the General Note at the end of these Usages. 
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and vndurfonge, and trcwleche hit spcnde and trewleche a-countcs 
3elde. IT And wlianne Mayre, o]?er baylyues, o]?er o]?ere godemen, 
go}? out of towne, for commune profyjt vp-on }?e commune porse, 
so }?ey sholde, at here a-3e comynge, jelde trewe a-counte to Julke 
sexe a-fore seyd, by-]?owte tary3ynge. IT And 3 if eny good man of 
]?e town lei]? his good to }?e commune nede of \>e town, by J?e 
hondes of ]?ese sexe y-swore by-fore y-seyd, be y-leued by skore, 
o]?er by ]?ilke selue y-3olde. 

Also, whanne me porveyde gylde eliaffare, me shal, by com- 
mune a-sent, by J?e maystres of J?e towne, a-spy3e folke jit be 
eouenable and of good loos, and gad ere J?at ry3te of ehepmen. 
U And ]?at eueryeh of hem habbe fowre hynen stalworthe, o]?er 
mo, and ]?elke }?* be]? y-herborwed in foure houses, as hij ou3te 
to be in alle tymes. *[T And whanne me ha]? wel trewe y-ehaffared 
in }?e fowre bowses, hij shulle hem a-sembly for to y-se }?f hij 
habbe}? a-rered, and of }?an }?at hij mowe a-rere. And 3if J ? 1 eny 
]?ing ys mysdoun, by commune assent }?at hit be a-mended. 
U And 3if eny hows is more wor]? }?an an o]?er, be hit y-charched 
to hys wor]?y. And ]?at seluer ]?* shal be a-rered of }?ilke hows 
by-fore y-seyd, be y-take to sexe godemen by-fore y-seyd y-chose 
and y-swore, for J?e Commune assent, and treweleche wetye, and 
trewleche spende, and treweleche a-eountes 3 elde to godemen of 
}?e town twy3es by }?e 3ere, by shore o]?er by scryt. 

* Among the numberless losses which have befallen the original returns 
made from the Gilds in the time of Richard II., has been that of all the 
returns from Winchester Gilds. But it is well known that an important 
“Gild of Merchants’* existed in that city at the time. In “Transcripts 
from the Municipal Archives of Winchester,** by the late Town Clerk of 
that city, for a copy of which I am indebted to the courtesy of his son, the 
present Town Clerk, this “Gild of Merchants” is often mentioned, both 
early and late. So late as 1705, Prince George of Denmark was made a 
freeman of Winchester and “one of the Gild of Merchants” of the city. 
The close connection between the Gilds and the Corporations has already 
been shewn in the Introduction to this volume. It is not therefore strange 
that the arrangements for the great periodical sales, or fairs, such as the 
above “Usage** seems to deal with, should be found in a record of the 
Usages of this city. In some places in England there were “ lians-houses,” 

which were probably usgd as the head-quarters of these great sales or fairs, 
just as very many parishes used to have a so-called “Church House” for 


yield an account 
thereof. An ac- 
count must be 
given to the six, 
of moneys gather- 
ed by the Mayor 
or others out of 
town. If any one 
find goods for 
common use, it 
shall be put to his 
score, or the goods 
be returned. 


When the time 
comes for the great 
Gild-sale, men of 
good name shall 
be sought, to 
gather the fees 
of the merchants. 
Four or more 
stalworth serving- 
men shall be lodged 
in fourhouses. And 
when dealings have 
been done in the 
four bouses, there 
shall be a meeting, 
to see wliat has 
been raised, and 
what may still be 
raised. Each 
house shall be 
charged at its 
worth ; and the 
money raised shall 
be paid to the six 
men aforesaid, 
who shall yield an 
account thereof 
twice a year, in 
score or in 
writing.* 
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lArrcift, M. ; II 
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A cart 1 of 
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A can-load f 
madder, f r tale, 
Si ; a b-^nc-kad, 
Id. 

A carl. load of 
wrrnd vaten. id. ; 
a » rwskaftd, Id.* 
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OfT (5 nti • of | e tow no of Wynchc-stre, wbnnuc }>c Imylyues of 
Jt low ii iihiillo in mo of hem |mt be|> out of )>e frmmcbyse and 
etioiomc. Khulle is Jnis : J>at eueryeli cart )> l bryngc)> corn to 
tow no to hello, nn lmlpcny of custome as many tyme as ho 
cuim |\ ami |>e horsceharche a ferthynge. 

AUo, cuiryeh cart |> l bryngvji yrc o)>cr steel, twey pans; an 
horse-oharehe, a peny. 

Also a cart J) 1 bringe|> newc sadelcs, to carye, by stretc ojier 
hy lanes, cordon o})cr tray, sliul of custome twey pans; an horse- 
charche u peny. 

Also eueryeli cart ] ledej) myllc-stones, fowTC pans. And 
eueryeli cart }) 1 beret}) tyn oj)cr led to scllc, fowrc pans ; and for 
an horse-cliarchc, twey pans. 

Also, tonnes and barcllcs J? 1 come}) in carte, sholdc custome 
a peny ; an horsclodc an lmlpcny. 

Also, eueryeli cart }A here}) y-tanned lc))cr to sclle, slial twey 
an horsc-eharchc, a pony. 

Also, eueryeli a cart y-lade w* mailer, })t come}) to sclle, twey 
pans ; an horse clmrchc a peny. 

Also, y cart y-ladc wt wodewexen to sale, fowrc pans; an 
horsceharche, a peny. 

Also, eueryeli soutcrc }>t wonye}) in })e Citce })t halt shoppe, 
slial to })C kyngc, by custome, sex pans by ]>e jerc, and Jx) 1 |)C 

public purposes. It seems from the above “Usage,” that, in Winchester, 
four houses were used for these great sales. It is not clear whether they 
belonged to the Gild, or were hired for the time. The statement that the 
serving-men “ought, in all times,” to be in the four houses, perhaps 
means that the houses belonged to the Gild, and ought never to be left 
empty. 

* The “ woad-waxen ” seems to be the plant genista tinctoria , or “dyers 
green- weed,” which yields a yellow dye. As to what is more commonly 
called “icoad” there is a strange contradiction between the authorities. 
In Macgillivray’s “ Withering’s British Plants,” it is stated to be the 
reseda lutcola, which “affords a beautiful yellow dye, and is cultivated for 
that purpose;” while Loudon says that it was formerly called “glastum,” 
and is the isatis tinctoria t which gives a blue dye. Both are English plants. 
Junius ( Etym . Anglic,) gives a definition that agrees with Loudon, and not 
with British Plants: — “Wod, woad ; Sandix, iritis, glastum,” &c. Dr. 
Ure, in his “Dictionary of Arts,” agrees also with Loudon. 
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clerke a pony for to cnrolly hys name, ]>ey he ne come but 
ones a 301*. 

And al-so, vsage of J>e mayster dyl^eres of peyntours in J)C 
Citee, p twey3e godmen and trewe be y-chose by commune 
assent, and y-swore to assaye }>e chaffare of straunge chapmen p 
come]) in to ]>e towne to selle, and to don trewleclie ]>e assys to 
j)e scllere and to ]>e byggere. 

Also, euerych tannere p halt bord in p heyestret of Wyn- 
chestre, shal, for J>e stret p he for-neme]), twey shullynges by }>e 
3crc ; and to ]>e clerk a peny in ]>e name of talage. 

Euerych sellere fo 1 grece and of smere and of talw3, shal, at 
|)e feste of Estre, to \>e kynge a peny, in j)C name of smergauel. 


Vcrte. 


king Gd. a year ; 
and to the clerk 
lcf. for registration. 

The master dyers 
of the painters 
have a custom to 
choose two good 
men, who shall 
assay the goods of 
outsiders, as 
between seller 
and buyer. 

Every tanner shall 
pay 2s. a year for 
a stand in the 
High Street ; and 
to the clerk Id. 

Every seller of 
grease, smere, and 
tallow shall, at 
Easter, pay to the 
king Id., as 
“smergavel.” 

1 (sic.) 


Also, euerych sowtere p make]) shon of newe ro])es le]>er, 
shal bote, at pat feste of Estre, twey pans, in name of shongable. 
And J)ese vsages beth of hem p beth of frauncliyse of sowter as 
of o])ere. 

Also, ]>er is, in j)C Citee a-fore y-seyd, a seal commune and 
an autentyk, myd wham men sele]) j>e chartres of ffeffement of 
\>e town ; wheche chartres hadde y-be in pc warde of ]>e Aider- 
man pat hadde y-maked pe sesynges, a 3er and a day by-]>owte 
chalangynge of eny man ; to weche selynge lat crye ]>e ban 
]>orghe ]>c town ])e pridde day by -fore ]>e selynge. 

And ]>e chartres pat jms were y-preserued by \>e Aldurman by 
fore y-seyd, pit witnessede ])C sesynge good, and wetynge of |)e 
chartre wt-fowte chalynge y-herd, and y-saued by pat seal for 
cucre mo. 

And do]) to wetynge p euerych chartre p shal be a-seled, 


[In dorso.*] 

Every shoemaker 
using new ox- 
leather shall 
pay, at Easter, 

2d., as “shon- 
gavel.” 

The city has a 
“ Common Seal” 
and authentic, 
with which the 
town charters 
[grants] are sealed. 
An alderman keeps 
the charters for a 
year and a day. 
Three days’ warn- 
ing must be openly 
given of the 
sealing. 

Such charters, 
unchallenged, are 
made good for 
ever by that seal. 


The sealers of 
grants to have Cd. 
for wax and all. 


* Three inches from the top edge of the roll, at the back, and so as to 
meet the eye when the roll is folded up and in its place, are written, in a 
large hand, the two numerals “ C C.” Doubtless this was the number by 
which the roll was known in some ancient inventory of the archives of 
Winchester. 
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)% k« |» ! iluil ft *.h hli.il, for 1*0 hidynge, have bon pans fur wex 
*i d f«*r itl. 

Ami In ilo{> to wotMi^o, |» l |»o snil by-fore y-scyd slinl lie 
\ \nd«r |*ro In nrde*. Wnrfoiv twey godrmen of |*o fowre 

mnl t na i i 1 1 \ \ *\\on\ ..hollo kepc )>c two, and a godenmn of |>e 
commune ]** )>ridde. *,I And |>ilke cofre w* ]>e |>re heuedes slinl 
1 h* > ‘'it in a inoro Cofre, y-fastoned w* twey lokcs. Warfare |> l 
o woodman of fowro and twenty slinl kepc o key 50, and on of 
|>e coinniuno slinl kepe J>at o|>cr kcyjc. 


it 1. * ; 

In Um» r»-*ru #«# 
t - o| \\ * 


1 • be wued.t 


S*-=*mnc* of 

oiiU4*ri. 


A 'rt-emmn f-ul- 
l ~x In k\ j<an .c© 


JV ordro of plcdvnge J> 1 me pledctli in Jie Cytee of Wyneliestre 
ys liy swycli a-vys, |>nt eneryeli man of (jo franneliyse |) 1 is 
empled, may habbe )ire resonaldo somounees to-forc shewynge jif 
lie hit liahlic wele; J)cre J?nt a-taehement nc hy-lyth noujt ; and 
for hyin-selue may lrnbbe as vclc. 

And lie do)> to wetynge, Jmt J)ulkc )>re somounees simile be 
y-mnked by pre dayes fulfullyd, but 31 f sollempne fest nc dis- 
tourbe hit, oj>er )>at J)C court ne lie fram day to day y-helde, so 
}d )>c playntyf to eucrych court him profry to )>c to somaunce 
procuratours. 

And jif a man is a-tached )>er )>at somynge by-lyth to J>e nexte 
court by ))C dystresse delyucred, and he liabbc )ic ryjtful so- 
maunce after \>c vsage of )ic town, wbanne )ie heste is to don, ]>c 
furste somaunce on him be y-maked or he come to townc, 3if hit 
nc he ploy of loud by wryt. 

And jif a man bc-owt of fraunchysc be empletcd, lie nc 
shal liabbc but one somaunce ouer o nyjt, 3if he ys in towne 
y-founde. 

And 3if he is y-plcted by wryt of pice of londe, so may he 
liabbc, 3if he wele, Jirc folwandc somaunces, as Jdlkc Jiat beth in 
fraunchysc. 

And 5ef a man J>t is in fraunchysc, at )ic furste somaunce, oJ)cr 


• A mark i.s put, in the right-hand margin, against the second clause of 
this Usage, as to the coffers, locks, and keys. 

+ A cross is put, in the right hand margin, against this Usage. 
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at ]>e secundc, Lym shewej), he ys y-holtle to answerye atte J>e 
pryclcle. 

And whanne he shewej; wiJ>-oute dystresse, weij)cr he be of 
fraunchyse o]>er ne be, and be of towne; so may habbe day of 
towne, and ten for ten; and 3if hit be assone, o]>er hit be 
shewynge ys y-pleted, al J>at play eyjte dayjes for to he be 
a-skaped. 

And 3ef a foreyne empledy Jjc te]?ynge, ])e te])ynge ne ha]) bote 
I’rc dayes to shewynge by ])e dayje of ]?c towne, ne myd o])cr 
delayes. 

And whanne j)e te])ynge empledej> a foreyn, j>e foreyn ha]) his 
delay, of eyjte dayjes in to ey 3 te, by-])Owte day of towne, and 
y-preued after assoyne. 

Off play of londe, })e sey3te })at non wy]>orawe 3ef he ne touche]) 
ry3t. And J)at commune law hym be y-entred, ]>e axere and ])e 
defendaunt, to shewe of ry3t tellyng, and in ]>e defendynge, and 
out nome mornynge vy3tynge and grye]) assyse ; so }) c }>er be en- 
queste y-nome by twelue godemen y-swore ry3t y-don to ]>e 
remenaunt. 

And do]) to wetynge, }>at })e wryt J)at me pledeth in ]>c Citee, 
by-fore Justyces, o])er by-fore baylyues of ]>e towne, be]) empne 
wrytes of newe dysseysyne, and of alle Justyces owt-nome 3eres- 
rente. 

And wri3t of ry3t of dowarye, and of r^tful party3e, and of 
ri3t, and of axere, and ]>e defendaunt may make a-torne to alle 
manere partyes and plays, by wryt in presence of party3e. And 
]>t essoyne of o])er men ne be a -lowed in none manere of play 
y-cast, for ]>ilke y fynde]) somaunce ; and 3if he nys y-founde, 
be y-cast ])C assoyne vp-on ])e fyfte somaunce o])er nou 3 t a-lowy. 

And so habbe fowrty dayes ; and 3if he in }>e fourty dayes 
come}) in-to towne, and he wele sewy, be a-3en somened vp-on }>e 
somaunce a-fore y-seyd. And may J)anne, 3if he wele, caste a new 
soyne of harme y-falle, and habbe delay ey3te day3es, so ]>t, by- 

* A cross is put, in the left-hand margin, against this Usage. 

+ There is a special mark, in the left-hand margin, against this Usage. 


to first or second 
summons, must 
answer. 

Time for a towns- 
man to plead. 


Proceedings when 
an outsider im- 
pleads the tything. 


When the tithing 
impleads an out- 
sider.* 


Pleas of land. 


Writs of novel 
disseisin. 


Proceedings on 
writs of dower, 
&c.f 
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*hcllier by de- 
•ccut or i Hire hn.se. 


Prr>crcd ; nr* wl ire 
rent t* unpaid. 


THL OLD S 

f,.ro »n*wt re, nr 1< r » nun oj*cr delay, but jif hit be for swervn^o 
of mo ] .rtdim.s of |»lnv of lomle by ry,t. 

Ami of |ilcc of ih*t to is )>us vp-on J>c honed nnswere; jif |> l 
}v nxkiro brv»ge|i skore o|*or wryt, and nske |>c borynge y-hole- 
chccho. no day of nnswere be y-gmunted by )>e court, w l -J>owtc 
gmuntuigc of |>c nskerc, but |»c defendmind grnuiitcji. 

Whos pave y-mnkod by skore ojier by scryt o|>er by sywctc, 
so )>' lie bore tayle tayle 1 ojier sen t, to preue hit vp-on Imre 
nature, and 3'if lie lete, seiidc his adrcrsaryjc habbe his defens 
vp-on on rvjt of londe. 

Also after )>e doth of cuerycli lmldere in fTee, sliollc J;c bay- 
lyues of )>c Citec seysy syinjdelechc ]>c tencnicns of wcclie lie 
deyd y-scysed, for to y-wyte bet who-so is next cyr. And at 
]>c nextc Eyr, and at |>c nextc court, by J>e for-scydc tcncmcns 
y-joulde, so jif cny more next a-leggy JA in crtlie his frendes 
day to don hem come vp-on pc dystauncc of godes. 

And jef he is out of londe fowrty dayjes, and jif lie at his day 
come}), habbe he shal JA ylke stat JA he sliuldc lia'uc y-had, 3if lie 
liadde he present Jic day ]>at his eldcrc deyde. And ;if at hys 
daye nc comejj, and wcncji ri3t, habbe hys clcym vp-on J>c lawc 
of londe. 

And of a 3erc and o daye y-vsed in pc Citec, doji to wetyngc : 
who-so }A eucre load ojier tcncmcns, by fallyngc ojier by pur- 
chase of whom he habbe scysyne by baylyucs, ojier by ccrtcygn 
borw of pc comynge, a 301' and a day, by-Jiowte cleym and 
clialangyngc of cny, be J>e askerc out-puttc for eucre, but 3if 
he were with-ynne age, ojier out of londe, ojier in prisonc, ojier 
pat J>er lie ry3tful party3C. 

Also, vsage of 3ecr and of day a- fore y-scyd: — Ji^if cny po pat 
nymeji rente of cny tenement in fraunchysc of pc Citec, and bis 
rente hollechc be by-hynde, ojier half ojier more, and he nc fyndc 
for to dystreync, and lie habbe housyngc and folk wony3yngc ; 
by leue of pe baylyucs of pc town, nyme pc dorcs and Jie fenestres. 

And 3if myd Jian 11c may hys tenement r^t, nc ojier dystresse 
fyndc, by sewte of pc court, and pc sy3tc of alderman of pe 
stret, and of a scriaunt, be y-set a stake on pe lok Jiar is Jic dorc, 
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and be y-entrecl in ]?e court ; and sewe fram ey3te day3es to ey3te ; 
and ]>e juydde and ]>e fur]>e a 3er and a day y-fuld of ]>e furste 
day of sewte. And 3if }>anne non ne come]; to don ];e r^t, lese 
]>e tenaunt by-];owte rekenerynge, whey];er lie be of age o]>er 
ne be, so nai^t ]>er-fore J>* by-fore ]>* 3af iugement y-passed, 
my 3 tc eueremore grey doun. Wycli jugement ne be delayjed, 
to ]>e harme of ]?e askerc, and to swych sewte be y-maked to 
londe y-sold where ]>er nys. And ]>* no man ne legge in 
lond ne in tenement by-fore y-seyd, ]>c wbyle j>e suquestre ys 
J?are set. 


Explicit. 


GENERAL NOTE. 

These “Usages” of Winchester are now printed for the first time. 
The original is an ancient Roll, of the fourteenth century, made up of 
two skins of vellum sewed together. The entire Roll is five feet and 
two inches and three-quarters in length, and varies in breadth from 
seven and a-half inches to eight inches. The greater part of the upper 
edge has been irregularly torn or cut away, and the same thing has 
happened to the left-hand margin at the bottom, for a length of eight 
inches. In neither case, however, has any writing been destroyed, 
except that the initial letters of the nine lower lines are partially gone. 
One small word is destroyed in the first paragraph, a hole having 
been eaten in the Roll. 

The original writing was in a strong and fair hand ; but many parts 
have become so worn and faint, through time and use, that they have 
been by no means easy to decipher. The heading is written in red 
ink; and the first letter of every paragraph is also put in a large 
capital red letter. There are also rubrications, after full stops in the 
middle of several of the paragraphs. A wavy red line is put between 
each of the first twenty paragraphs, and also between the twenty-sixth 
and twenty-seventh paragraphs, but not elsewhere. The Roll is 
written on both sides. 

The greater part of the Roll is of general interest ; and I have given 
a marginal abstract of all those parts. But the latter nineteen clauses 
of the “ Usages” touch upon technical matters of pleading, &c. ; and, 
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tt u*h tioc fill to the philologist, they can lmvc no general interest. 

1 h»\c, tlu n fore, only pointed out their Mihjeet. 

1 have nthletl a few note-. To <lo foil justice to such nil interesting 
document would alone retpiire a volume. 

A- to the tvncl date when these Usages were made, that cannot 
l>c now ascertained. In the cases of the Bristol Ringers (before, 
p. 291*). and of the Tcttcnhall Customary, we have the ancient 
Ordinances preserved to us through later copies taken one after 
another. In the case of Winchester, the record itself, though 
very ancient, points hack to the still earlier “ tyme of ourc elderne,” 
in which these now “oldc” Usages were used, so that this, itself 
written in the fourteenth century, must be a copy of a still older 
document. 

'Hie curious picture of the municipal self-government of so im- 
portant a city as Winchester, presented by these Usages, is of the 
highest interest. It not only carries us back to the early municipal 
and commercial life of the city, and its connexion with the Gild 
of Merchants (see p. 357), but shows what care our forefathers had, 
among themselves, ages ago, for the matters that pertain to general 
health and justice. As the study of the old laws on those subjects 
helps the understanding, both of these Usages and of the Ordinances 
of Worcester and of Bristol, a short summary of some of them will 
not be out of place here. 

From a very early time the need for establishing some general rules, 
touching the fair supply of certain necessaries of life, has been re- 
cognized in England. As Lord Coke says, “ for weights and mea- 
sures, there arc good laws made before the Conquest blit without 
going back so far, it is enough to begin with the Magna Charta of 
John, which contains a chapter (35) declaring that there shall be 
uniform measures and weights throughout the kingdom. The sub- 
stance of this chapter is found in the subsequent confirmatory editions 
of Magna Charta. In that confirmed in the 9th year of Henry III., 
and again in the 25th of Edward I., it stands as follows: — “ One 
measure of wine shall be through our realm, and one measure of ale, 
and one measure of corn, that is to say, the quarter of London ; and 
one breadth of dyed cloth, russets, and haberjects, that is to say, two 
yards within the lists. And it shall be of weights as it is of mea- 
sures. M As the prices of bread and of ale depend on that of corn, the 
importance of this law was very great. A general principle was here 
affirmed, other Statutes however dealt more with details, the examina- 
tion of which throws much light on many of the clauses in the 
Winchester Usages. 


* Second Institute, p. 41. 
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There is a group of three Statutes, usually assigned to the date 
51 Hen. III. (1266), of much interest on this subject. The first of 
these, called “The Assise of Bread and Ale,” begins by settling the 
weight of the farthing loaf of different qualities of bread relatively to 
one another, and goes on to fix a table of the relative weight of bread 
to the price of corn. The first sentence of this table declares that 
“when a quarter of wheat is sold for xviiic?., then wastel bread of 
a farthing, white and well baked, shall weigh iW. xs. viiid. as the 
wheat increases in price, of course the farthing loaf diminishes in 
weight, so that when we come to wheat at 205. the quarter, it only 
weighs 6 s. 9 fc?. It is further shown what gain there will be to the 
baker, “as it is proved by the King’s bakers.” As to ale, it is 
declared that “ when a quarter of wheat is sold for 3 s. or 35. 4 d., and 
a quarter of barley for 20 d. or 2 $., and a quarter of oats for 1 6c/.,* * * § 
then brewers in cities ought and may well afford to sell two gallons of 
beer or ale for a penny, and out of cities to sell three gallons for 
a penny. And when in a town three gallons are sold for a penny, out 
of a town they ought and may sell four ; and this Assise ought to be 
holden throughout all England.” Punishments are added for not 
keeping these Assises. 

The second of these Statutes, “The Judgment of the Pillory,” sets 
forth the manner of making local inquests ; + and gives detailed articles 
of inquiry to be made (among other things) as to weights and mea- 
sures ; the price of wheat, and the agreement therewith of the weight 
of the “wastel of a farthing” (for default in which “the baker ought 
to be amerced, or to undergo judgment of the pillory, according to 
the law and custom of the Court ”);+ the Assise of wine and of ale, 
and the price of the latter. It is declared that upon every measure, 
weight, “ and also upon every loaf, the name of the owner shall be 
distinctly written.” 

The third Statute, “Concerning Bakers, &c.,” declares that “the 
Assise of bread shall be kept, according as it is contained in the 
writing of the Marshalsey § of our lord the King, delivered unto them, 
after the sale of wheat, that is to wit, the better, the worse, and the 
worst. And as well wastel bread, as other of what sort soever they 
be, shall be weighed, according as it is said, by the sale of the middle 

* They made beer of oats in Berwick (see before, p. 345). 

+ “The Boke for a Justyce” (1541) charges the jury to inquire “of 
Mayres, Bayliffes, Sheryffes of Towneshyppe, if they haue putte and done 
their offyces of settynge of the assyse of breade and ale.” (Book I. p. 20 b.) 
See this in active working in Worcester, after, p. 381. 

X Is not this judgment the “ juwyse of the town” ? See p. 355. 

§ The “marchasye” of the Usages, before, p. 354. 
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corn.*' “ K very baker *hnll have n mark of his own for his bread.” 
IK k r* and brrwcni not kee ping the Assise are to he punished. 

In "The Mirrour of Justices,” written in tlie time of Edward I., 
among the articles of inquiry set forth as usually made at the view of 
frankpledge in the Hundred-court, is the following: — “Of every 
breach of the Assise of bread, beer, wine, clothes, weights, measures, 
l^ams, bushels, gallons, ells and yards, and of all false scales, and of 
those who have used them.” Like inquiries are directed to be made 
by the Statute known as “ The View of Frankpledge” (18 Kdw. II.). 

Hie Act 23 Kdw. Ill c. 6 (a.d. 1349) enforces the responsibility 
of the mayors and bailiffs of cities, boroughs, and sen-ports, for the 
sale “of all manner of victual” (among which arc bread and ale) at 
"a reasonable price.” This Act is confirmed and re-cnforccd forty 
years later by the 13 Rich. II. c. 8. 'idle Usages of Winchester 
illustrate the recognition of the responsibility thus declared. 

The making of horse-bread was formerly a regular part of the 
baker’s business. The Statute 13 Rich. II. Stat. i. c. 8 (1389) ordains 
“ that no hosteller make horse bread in his hostry nor without, hut 
bakers shall make it.” The Ordinances of Worcester also affirm the 
same (after, pp. 376, 406). At Exeter the horse-loaf was to he made 
of “clcne benys” (before, p. 337); but the “Assise of Bread” had it 
that “ the lof of al manor of corn , that is to say, the horse lof, shal 
wey two halfpeny white lofis.” (MS. Book of Orders for Bakers, by 
two Clerks of the Market. Date about 1468; quoted in Strype’s 
Stow’s Survey, ed. 1720, bk. w p. 341.) In Elizabeth’s time the 
bakers are to “ sell anti deliver unto innholders and victuallers in 
horsebread, but three loaves for a penny, and 13 pennyworth for 
1 2cl., every one of the same three horse loaves weighing the full 
weight of a penny white loaf, whether wheat be good,, cheap, or 
dear.” (“ Book of Assise,” by J. Powel, quoted in Strype, as before, 

p- 338-) 

As to weights and measures and the care taken to maintain these 
just, the enactments are too numerous to specify them all here. 
It has been seen what Magna Charta declared on the matter. In 
the Statute “ Concerning Bakers, &c.” before mentioned, after pro- 
viding for the maintenance of the imperial standard of bushels, 
gallons, and yards, it is enacted that “no measure shall be in any 
town unless it do agree with the King’s measure, and be marked with 

the seal of the commonalty of the town And all the measures 

and yards, both great and small, shall be viewed and examined twice 

in the year The standard of the bushel, gallon, and yard, and 

the seals wherewith measures are to be sealed, shall be in the custody 
of the Mayor and bailiffs, and of six lawful persons of the same town 
being sworn, before whom all measures shall be sealed.” The Statute 
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25 Edw. III. Stat. v. c. 10 (a.d. 1351), after reciting “the Great 
Charter that one measure shall be throughout England, which Charter 
hath not been well kept and holden in this point in times past,” 
proceeds to enact “ that all the measures, that is to say, bushels, half- 
bushels, peck, gallon, pottle, and quart, throughout England, within 
franchises and without, shall be according to the King’s standard.” 
This Act was confirmed by an Act of 8 Hen. VI. c. 5 (a.d. 1429), 
when it was further ordained that a common balance, with com- 
mon weights sealed according to the Standard of the Exchequer, 
should be kept in every city, borough, and town. This appears to 
have been done in Winchester (see before, p. 356). 

That these enactments were not a mere form, but were carried out 
in practice, is also illustrated by the following articles of inquiry to be 
made by the jury of every Court Leet, quoted from “The Maner of 
Kepynge a Courte Baron and a Lete” (published about 1541). “Also 
of all common bakers amonge you that make vnholsom breade for 
mannes body & kepe nat the assyse, ye shall do vs to wete. Also of 
all brewers & tapsters that brewe and kepe nat the assyse, and sel by 
cuppes, dysshes, and bolles, and by measures vnsealed, ye shall do vs 
to wete. Also if there be any amonge you that vsethe double mea- 
sures, that is to say, a great measure to bye with, and a smaller to sell 
with, or vseth false ballaunce or weyghts or yardes in deceyte of the 
kynges people, do vs to wete.” 

It will be observed above, in speaking of the Assise of bread, and 
also in the clauses of the Usages of Winchester touching the sale 
of bread, that the weights made use of were pounds , shillings , and 
pence — the baker is to be punished according to the amount that his 
“ferthing loaf is in default of weight over twelve pence,” or “over 
three shillings” (see before, pp. 354, 355). A Statute called “The 
Assise of Weights and Measures ” (printed as 31 Ed. I.) is worth study 
in connexion with this point. It begins thus : — “ By consent of the 
whole realm the King’s measure was made, so that an English penny, 
which is called the sterling, round without clipping, shall weigh 
32 grains of wheat dry in the midst of the ear; 20 pence make an 
ounce; and 12 ounces make a pound London, to wit, twenty shillings 
of sterlings; and eight pounds make a gallon of wine; and eight 
gallons of wine make a bushel of London ; which is the eighth part of 
a Quarter.” The Act gives much curious information as to the value 
and worth of measures, weights, and computations then declared to be 
in use. Among others, — “ Item, it is to be known, that the pound of 
pence, spices, confections, as of electuaries, consisteth in weight of 
twenty shillings. But the pound of all other things weighetli twenty- 
five shillings. But in electuaries the ounce consisteth of twenty pence, 
and the pound contains twelve ounces : but in other things the pound 
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O'bUiiM lift n outlet* : 1ml the ounce in either ease is in weight 
t»mly |-nrt.’‘ 

lU-at-nning imn were apt, in ancient times as well an modern, to 
o\ i-rrr*ch their mighhours in the way of trade if they could. Piers 
PIoik I mm gives a long string of the sins of Covetous, and makes 
him eonfi‘s that 

" Wikketlly to woyo 
Wna my firhtt* It ^on ; 

To Wy ami to Wyndie*tro 

I we n to to the fey re 

With many manoro marclmumliso. 

No hrulde tlic grace of gyle y-go 
A mongos my chatfare. 

* • * * 

My wif was a webbe 
And wollen cloth made. 

She spak to spynncstcres 
To spynnen it outc. 

* * * * 

This craft my wif used. 

Rose the Regrater 
Was hire right name. 

She hath holden hukkerye 

All hire lif tyme.” (Passu s Quartus.) 

l*he frauds in cloth-making which Covetous here says lie used, 

“ Till ton ycrdcs or twelve 
Hadde tolled out thrittenc/' 

were met by many and various Statutes, of which examples have been 
given before, pp. 351, 356. 

r i 1 ie Acts directed against “ fore-stallcrs of wines, victuals, wares, and 
merchandises which come to the good towns within the realm by land 
or water,” (2 R. II. Stat. i. c. 2), engrossers, and regrators,* are nu- 
merous, and were continued till comparatively recent times. The 
before-named Statute of Bakers, &c. (51 lien. III.) gives a good speci- 
men of the mode of dealing with a forestalled who is pointed out iri 
indignant words to be “an open oppressor of poor people and of all 
the commonalty, and an enemy of the whole shire and country;” 
it is declared that “he that is convict thereof, the first time shall be 
grievously amerced, and shall lose the thing so bought, and that 
according to the custom and ordinance of the town; he that is convict 
the second time shall have judgment of the pillory; at the third time 


* See before, p. 353. 


OF WINCHESTER. 


369 


he shall be imprisoned and make fine; the fourth time he shall abjure 
the town.” And a principal object of the inquiries that used to be 
systematically made before the administrative officers throughout the 
country, was to ensure the due execution of the laws against these and 
other like offences against just and fair trading (see “ Ye Office of 
Shyryffes,” about 1530; “The Boke for a Justyce of Peace neuer so 
wel and dylygently set forthe,” 1541, pp. 20 a to 21 b; Lambard’s 
“ Eirenarcha,” 1614, pp. 349, 450, 607). 

Forestalling, regrating, and engrossing seem to have been, notwith- 
standing, ever-living offences, for so lately as the year 1800, the “high 
price of provisions having manifestly been occasioned by forestalling 
and regrating, more than by any real scarcity,” ( Avis's Birmingham 
Gazette , Aug. 4, 1800), the inhabitants of Birmingham were obliged to 
appoint a Committee for their prevention in the town and neighbour- 
hood. The Committee advertised “ clear definitions ” of the offences, 
which agree almost exactly with those given by Statute 250 years 
before. (“Century of Birmingham Life,” vol. ii. p. 101. By J. A. 
Langford, who has kindly furnished several particulars.) 

L. T. S.] 
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II. 

THE ORDINANCES OF WORCESTER.* 

(«) The Kat.f.n'dau of the Ordinances. 

[In the volume itself this Kaleml.Tr conies after the Ordinances. 
It will obviously be more convenient that it should here come 
fir.st, containing as it docs a summary of the contents of those 
Ordinances. It will be seen that while there arc lxxxij. Articles, 
the Knlendar reaches only to lxxix. The reason of this is, that 
the three additional articles were made later, and written by a 
dillercnt hand, as will be found explained in the General Note.] 

The Kalendcr of the articles and acts afore specified. 

j. . . . fTirst that the articles of the yclde aforcscid be redde 
and declared at tbc lawday, and that the charto r be 
putt in the Tresory. 

ij. . . . Item, that the Baillies put in execution allc ordinauneez 
of the the 1 seid yclde and of the lawdayes. 
iij. . . Item, that the chambcrlcyns rcsccyvc allc manor rente/. 

ail other profitez. of the cite. And that they be swore 
to make dewc rekenynge, and tho that have keyes of 
the comyn cofrc make dclyvcraunce of hem at the 
lawday. 

iiij. . . Item, that the comyns may haue knowlcche of liur 
comyn groundc and of the circuite of tlicr nVaunchcsc. 
v. . . Item, that the Baillies make accompts of the Grenewax, 
&c. 

* From the original Record in the archives of the city of Worcester. 
For a description of the volume, and such explanations as seem necessary, 
see the General Note at the end of the Articles. 
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vj. . . Item, that euery officer accomptablc make his accomptcz 
w*yn a quart 1 and pay ther arrerages vpon tlier ac- 
compts. 

vij. . . Item, that euery man amerced in the aldermens courte 
paye his amercement, pcyue of xl .d. 
viij. . . Item, that the counseille of the cite appere euery quart 1 ' 
in the counseille house, to put in execucion alle such 
things as ys comprised in this article. 

ix. . . Item, that the Bakers make no fyne w* the Bailliez, and 

that they haue assie euery saterday. And that they 
bye no corne tylle a certeyn houre, as ys lymitted 
vnto them. 

x. . . . Item, that the Bakers resceyve no corne in ther houses 

on Saterdayes. 

xj. . . Item, that the comyns may be serued of ale. And 
that the tasto r s of ale be citezeins. 
xij. . . Item, that the comyns haue the Cowle to mete ale wk 
xiij. . . Item, j) 1 straung r s by no Barly tylle the Brewers be 
serued. 

xiiij. . . Item, ]?* women be sole marchaunts. 
xv. . . Item, that the Bitters be redy when eny parylle of 
fuyre ys. 

xvj. . . Item, that good ouersight be hadd vpon keywoode and 
collys. 

xvij. . . Item, that the wolle weght be but of ij.lb. and half, and 
in this article ys comprised clothemakynge and other 
thynges, as it more openly apperith in the same, 
xviij. . Item, that wolle comynge to the towne be solde in the 
yeld halle, and custume therfore to be payde. And 
that the corvesers bye ther lether in the seid yeld 
halle. 

xix. . . Item, that no horsez ner marys stande in the markett. 

xx. . . Item, that euery man kepe his soyle clene and his 

pavyment hole. 

xxj. , . Item, that Bawdes, scolders, and cliidcrs, and recetto r s 
of mens children, be punysshed by the Baillies. 


- o 
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xxij, . . 

lUm. tlmt v. pagcunU In* hudd immngc the crnftes ; 
nml that the stewards and tin* contributories tlicr to 

x\iij. 

bclongynge make nceomptos ns troutli mpiir*. 

. Item, t lint good rewlc and pease may lie lindd bjtwcnc 
(b nulls of t lit* shire and the eyte, at alio dayes. 

xxiiij. 

. Item, that intmilles of bestes and blodc putts be claused 
and earied awey by night and not by day. 

XXV. . . 

Item, that ther be ordeyned v. fluyte liokez. 

xxvj. . 

Item, that no chimneys of tre, ncr thached houses, lie 
sulVred w'yn the eyte, hut that the owners make hem 
of bryke or stone. 

» (ric) xxvij. . 

Item, ii ' 11 tlicr lie but xxiiij. of the grot n-cloth. And 
that the) have lyvcrcy of a sutc. And who so refusith, 
to lese vj.s. viij.eZ. ; and yf eny of the xlviij. dissease, 
to chcsc another in his stale, &c. 

xxviij. . 

Item, that the worthy men grauntc no yefte of the comyn 
gader w*out the tuluisc of the xlviij. comyncrs, &c. 

xxix. . 

Item, that wyndowes and dores of nevie made into the 
yeldc halle be stopped vp ageyn. 

XXX. . . 

Item, that no man jiley at tenys or panic w*yn the ycld 
halle. 

xxxj. . 

Item, yf eny of the xxiiij. or xlviij. discouer the comyn 
couuseille that ys scid in the comyn house. 

xxxij. . 

Item, that the citczcyns be redy in kepyngc the kyngs 
pease w* the Baylly. And that they hauc armo r . And 
yf eny of them helpc eny straungers, &c. 

xxxiij. . 

Item, that no man resccyve lyvcrcy ayeinst the statute. 
And that no gedcryngs or assembles be liadd. And 
that no man go armed ; and that cucry man obey the 
kyngez ofliccrs. And that no man yeve lyvcrcys, &e. 

xxxiiij. 

Item, yf eny man make afray w l yn the cite, or drawe 
his sworde or daggar, hit to be forfet. And yf he 
drawe bloode, to lese vj.s. viij.d, &c. 

XXXV. . 

Item, that no man be made citezcyn wkrnt he paye 
xiij.s. iiij.d, except he be a Burgcys son or a prentisc 
vij. 3 er. 
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xxxvj. . Item, that no citezen be made in secrete place, but 
openly, &c. 

xxxvij. Item, that ther be no Burgeys made w*yn the cite, 
but that he be resiaunt w*yn the seid cite. And yf 
cny go out, &c. 

xxxviij. Item, that no citezen be putte in comyn prison, but in 
on of the cliambo r s bencthforth. 

xxxix. . Item, how the seriaunts shall serue a capias &c. And 
that they go not vn Cristemas day for ther offerynge. 
And that no man be compelled to yeve them, &c. 

xl. . . Item, that no citezein rebuke the Bailly, peyne of xx.s. 

And that no man reprove the Aldermen, cliamberleyns, 
recordo r , &c. 

xlj. . . Item, that no Burgeys foreyn be made but that he be 
sworen to dwelle w*yn the cite. And that no citezein 
by or sille for another man vnder colo r . And that 
no citezein straunger hyre eny house wtyn the yelde 
halle, &c. 

xlij. . . Item, that euery citezein and burgeys w^out forth paye 
alle maner cliargs as citezens do that dwelle w<yn- 
forth. 

xliij. . Item, that no citezein resident havynge protection, 
bynge outlawed or accursed, bere eny office w*yn the 
seid cite, vn peyne of forfettynge of his ffraunchise. 

xliiij. . Item, how the cleccyon of the citezens shalle be openly in 
the halle, for them that shalle go to the parliament, &c. 

xlv. . . Item, that no citezen sewe another in a foreyn courte 
vnto the tyme he take his accyon wtynforth, plee 
of londe only except. 

xlvj. . Item, that no citezen inhabitaunt w*yn the cite be 
attached by his body for cny accusement or trespas, &c. 

xlvij. . Item, that euery tensur be sett at resonable fyne. And 
of makynge of citezens yf he be sufficiaunt. 

xlviij. . Item, of men endited afore the Baillies, that they have 
affurro r s. And that ij. afTurr r s be chosen in the pleyne 
courte by the alderman. 
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\lix. . . It* in. that nlle mnncr laborers that wollc he hyml to 
\u ike •Jiallostamle at the U rnscroysnt ccrlcin homes, &e. 

1 . ... Item, that hcriannts he chosen the day of clcccion. 

Aral that they he citezens vij. 3er. Ami yf the Baillies 
he absent, to lie chosen hy them that eleete the I’nillj. 
And no officer he elmsen hut that he he of pood name 
and fame. And tlmt they were no mans lyvercy. 
And so forth, & e. 

Ij. . . . Item, that no Sadeler, hocho r , Baker, ne Glover, nc none 
other jiersone, caste intrcllc, ne fylth of Bests donge, 
or doust, over Severnc brugge, 11c beyonde the scid 
Brugge. 

lij. . . Item, that no flysshcr bye no iTyssli of no forcyn, com- 
myngc to vitclle the cite, tyllc the comyns he serued. 
And that the straunge IFysshcr sellc it hem self. And 
that they forstalle no fysshc hy the wey, and that the 
Aldermen take no fees, ner tlicr scrvauntc, and sic de 
ceteris. 

liij. . . Item, that the Brugge may be ouerscyn at alle tymes 
for the suretc of the cite. And that the rcparacion of 
the seidc Brugge be ouerlokcd by the chambcrlcyns 
cuery quarter, &c. 

liiij. . . Item, that the slippe and the keye, and the pavyment 
thcr, be ouerseyu and repared. And that tlicr be 
ordeyned a water Bailly at the lawday when other 
oflicers be chosen. 

Iv. . . Item, that HYogmylle yate be sufiicicntly made, forgrctc 
parylle that might falle to the cite. And that the 
chambcrlcyns yeve attendauncc to the wallys of the 
towne, and that they be repared. 

lvj. . . Item, that no man caste donge or harlotry at the slipp, 
ner vpon the key. And that no man have swyne goynge 
at large, or els put them awey vpon certcyn warynge. 

1 vij . . . And that the Tylers of the towne compelle not straunge 
tylcrs to serue at their rule. And that they kepc no 
parliament ; and that eucry tyler markc his tylc. 
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lviij. . . Item, of the Towncclerkshipe, that it be occupied by a 
sufficient persone and a discrete, &c. 
lix. . . Item, that the attorneys of the cite be sworen, and 
citezeyns, and that they vse no fals accions ; and that 
they be not of clothynge outward otlierwyse then the 
statute wolle. 

lx. . . Item, this article telleth how enquests shuld be taken, 
and the manner of pledynge. And of distringas, w 4 
other neccessarie things therto accordynge, &c. [And 
also of persons acused how they may be tryed by xij. 
men yef they will.*] 

lxj. . . Item, how the counseille of the cite shalle assemble at 
the ryngyng of Seynt Andrewes Belle. And how longe 
the chamberleyns shalle abyde in ther office. And also 
of Bowebell rynggyng. 

lxij. . . Item, that at euery yelde fro hensforth, the actes and 
articles that shalle be made shulle ij. be redde afore 
the comyn counseille of the cite, & c. 
lxiij. . . Item, this article declareth how a citezen shalle be dis- 
frauncliised, yf he appere not in propre persone or by 
attorney, for his offence, &c. 

lxiiij. . Item, that the Bailies make levey, as welle of summes 
forfet to the comyns, as of summes forfett vnto them. 
And that the Bailies make fieri facias &c. And per 
elegit &c. 

Ixv. . . Item, that alle the articles of this present yelde be 
affermed, &c. 

lxvj. . . Item, how the Bailies shullen be chosen by the Bailies 
and aldermen, w 4 other worshipfulle beynge present, 
lxvij. . Item, that the seriaunts empanclle indifferently bitwene 
party and party, w 4 out favo r , &c. 
lxviij. . Item, that no man selle ale out of his house w 4 out he 
hauc a sygne at his dore. 

lxix. . . Item, that no bochor occupie Cokes crafte. 

* The words between brackets have been added in a later ink, though 
the hand is like. 
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l\x . . lion, (hat no citor.cin be attached by his body wt fugitjf 
ty lie the Bnillie lame wnrnyngc. 

Iwj. . . Item, (hut (her be Hmlito r s assigned bitwene citezeins 1 to 
hero Accoiupt*, <!\e. 

Jxxij. . Itt in. that no soriaunt he attorney ner colo r the mcancs 
of attorn. 

Ixxiij. . hi in. that the citezeins of the old choker & of the newc, 
tlier payment at this yelde he no precedent, &c. 

Ixxiiij.. Item, how the Bysshoppcs tenauntis — beynge citezeins 
— slialhe demeaned, this article tellith. 

lxxv. . Item, that no Baker simile bake horsbmle, kepynge 
ostery. 

lxxvj. . Item, that no man kepe an hostryc wtout he lmuc a 
signe at his dore, vpon peyne of vj.s. viij.r/. 

Ixxvij. . Item, this article dcclareth of accyons of dette, trespas, 
and detenewe. 

Ixxviij. Item, how alle manor crafts, artificers, and thcr con- 
tributories, wt tlier liglitcs and pagents, simile be 
ruled and demeaned. 

lxxix. . Item, that no officers take eny fees of vittellers for the 
kynges horde. 


(b) Tiik Ordinances. 


The** ortV Ancci 
inUr * re 
L 1 1. 
A.D. 1 167. 


Tli Art -Jr* arc lo 
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Ordinaunces, Constitucions, and Articles, made by the kynges 
coinaundcmcnt and by hole assent of the citescns inhabitants 
in the Cytc of Worcester, at their yeld marchaunt, liolden the 
.Sunday in the feste of the Exaltacion of the holy crossc, the yere 
of the reigne of Kynge Edward the fourth after the conquest, 
the vi 10 . 

I. fTurst it ys agrede and accorded, that alle the articles of 
tliys present yeld be openly reddc and declared at eucry lawday 
next aftur the feste of Seynt Michcll the Archangellc, yf it be 
desired. Also it ys ordeyned that the chart r of the scid cite, w 4 
the ij. Socage R0IIC3, shullcn he putt in the comyn eofo r , and a 
copy of them to be made in a boke rcstynge with the Baillics. 
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II. Also it ys ordeyned by this present yeld, that the Baillics 
for the tyme beynge shulle, after hur power and duetc, dayly putt 
yn execucyon alle ordinaunees and actes made at this present 
yeld, and at other yeldes precedentj, which ben affermed, and at 
the lawdayes before hadde and yerly to be holden wtyn the seid 
cyte, wk)ut grete delay. And yf the seid Baillies do not hur 
devo r in executynge these seid ordenauncez and Actes, when they 
ben proclamed aftur the custom of the seid cyte, or sone thcr- 
vppon, that then the chamberleyns of the cyte, kepers of the 
articles of the yeld, yeve the seid Baillies, or on of hem, warnynge 
for more hastyer remedy and executyon to be hadd of the same, 
in forme aboueseid, by them and by hur auctoritie and power. 
And yf the seid Baill3 do not hur devo r according to these 
premisses, aftur dewe warnynge, that then the seid Baillies for 
the tyme beynge shulle forfet to the comyn treso r xiij.s. iiij.c/., as 
ofte as he or they be fouuden in defaute by the comyn counselle 
of the chambo r . And yf the chamberleyns for the tyme beynge, 
or oon of them, yeve no knowleche to the Baill3 in forme and 
maner aforn rehereed, aftur they ben duly warned or required 
by ij. credible persones of the seid cite, that then the seid ij. 
chamberleyns lese and forfett to the comyn treso 1 ' xiij.s. iiij.A, 
as ofte as they or oon of hem be fownde in defaute. And 
yf it so be that eny bailly or cliamberleyu, for the tyme beynge 
present in the seid counselle house, when he or they ys founde 
in defaut, that he or they paye his peyne so forfett or they 
departc, in the peyne of a c.s. to the comyn treso 1 '. 

III. Also that tlier be ordeyned a stronge comyn cofur w* 
vj. keyes, to kepe yn ther tresour, oon keye therof to be delyuered 
to the high Baillye, and another to oon of the Aldermen, and the 
iij Je to the chamberleyn chosyn by the grete clothynge. And 
the other iij. keyes to be delyuered, oon to the chamberleyn by 
the comyns chosen, and ij. other keyes to ij. thrifty comyners, 
trewe, sufficiant, and feithfulle men. And the vj. men to be 
chosen vppon the clcccion day, and the chamberleyns to resseyve 
hur rentes and other profitez of the cyte. And they to be sworen 
to make a dewe rckenyngc bifore the audito r s of the citec therof, 


“ IJailiffs to putt 
the Acts in execu- 
cion ” [original 
side note t in later 
hand]. 


If they do not 
their duty, after 
due warning, to 
be fined. 


The chamberlains 
not duly warning 
the bailiffs, to be 
fined. 


Fines to be paid 
at once, on pain 
of 100s. 

There shall be a 
strong box to keep 
the treasure in, 
with six keys. 


Till. OKMXANCUS 


37^ 


k im ) 

TV* w i. 

IW iN »*• U 




The Uu to bo 
cu*' up&muioilr. 


TT>o Town f ro- 
pKij *«»d rent* lo 
!-’ ftonounlod for 
j tarty. 


} i+t* of CTtscn 
«iu to l*e me- 
cotu led (• r } early. 


1 *»>.) 

Accounts to U* 
audited, 


wit ht 11 n moneth nft r M ih< linn-n, or sonc tliervppon, or nftur the 
f..rnu of nil Acte folowynge ; and that that’ lie y.s foiindc in 
nm rn„'is to he put in the eoinyn cofur. And that the Bailliej, 
the ij. Aldermen, and the ij. Chamberleyns. and a lerned man \v l 
lum. mnkynge feith to hope hur eounseille, shullen go to the 
bcid eomyn eofur w'yn half a ycrc next folowynge aftur this 
present veld, ther to make scrchc of allc mancr of dedcs vnder 
the eomyn scale, graunted to eny persone or pcrsoncs, of cny 
londcs, tenements, or parccllc of grounde, in fee symple, fee 
tayle, terme of life, or termc of ycrcs ; and of allc suclic granntes 
a titelynge to he hadde in a rollc made therof. And that to he 
shewed to the eounsellc of the scid cite, to sec yf cny avayle 
might groivc to the scid cite, by cny suchc granntes aforne 
tyme made. And the seid kepers of keyes to dclyucre the scid 
keyes and other thynges in tlier wardc to ther snccesso r s, on the 
la wed aye next folowyngc the dayc of the seidc cleccion, in pcync 
of euery of them, iij.s. iiij.c/. 

IV. Also, that the comyns may have knowlech from yere to 
yere how the eomyn grounde ys occupied, and by whom, and yf 
that it be not rented the comyns to seise it into hur handcs, to 
that ende that they may lie remembred of hur right, and to 
hauc profit and avayle therof. Also, that the circuite of the 
fraunchessc may be kuowc yerly, and that bothe the cliamber- 
lcyns have a hille therof, that they may knowc veryly what ther 
rent comyth to. 

V. Also, that euery Bailly beynge for the yere, yclde aecomptcs 
of the yssues, fines, amerciaments of Grcnewax, in the kynges 
courte forfet by cny citezen dwcllynge w l yn the cytc, havynge no 
frank tenement w*out the cytc, to the eomyn chamberleyns, lie 
to accomptc therof to the comyns, and then to putt it in the 
eomyn cofur, yf it may be allowed in the kynges Esckeker and 
yn his courtcs or els wlier. Savyngc alwey duly the costes to 
the scid Baillies in the Esckeker, vppon hur rekenynge made or 
done ahouc 1 the same. 

VI. A 1 so that euery officer accomptablc make his rekenynge 
afore audito T s assigned by the Baillies and comyns, wtyn the 
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quarter of the yere aft r that he ys out of his office, vppon the 
peyne of xx.s. or more, aft r the discression of the Bailly and 
Aldermen of the seid eite. And that euery accomptaunt to the 
comyn avayle of the seid eite, from hensforth vppon his ac- 
eomptes aforne the audito r s yeven, paye his arreragys at the seid 
accomptes founden dewe. And that the audito r s put in exeeucion 
alle founden in arreragis, accordynge to the statute. And also 
it ys ordeyned that alle that haue ben aceompteraunts here 
beforn, and haue not payde the arrerages dewe of ther accomptes, 
paye ther arrerages at this seid yelde, or sone thervppon, vppon 
peyne of eueryeh of them of disfraunchesynge. Also it ys or- 
deyned, that at the daye of eleceyon of the Baillies, that ther be 
eleete and chosen by the high eleccion, ij. worshipfulle and dis- 
crete persones of the xxiiij., and ij. sadde and discrete persones 
by the lowe election of the xlviij., to sitte w* the audito r in 
tyme of audite as J uges, and to here the audite of euery per- 
sone that ys accomptable, and that the seid audito r and iiij. 
persones aforeseid be sworen vppon a Boke to here the seid 
accomptes ; and to allowe euery persone alle that he ought to be 
allowed, and eharge them that ought to be charged. 

VII. Also, that alle amerciaments of eny craftes man and 
vitellers vnder the correecion of the Aldermen, and lawfully 
founden bifore them, be arered by the Aldermens seriaunt, and 
payde to the chamberleyns by bille endented, they to yeve 
aceompt to the eomyns therof yerly ; and that yf eny citczen, 
eraftcsman, or vitteller, refuse to pay suche amercyaments vppon 
them lawfully affured, for suche offences that ben presented 
aforn the seid Aldermen, that it vppon him lawfully proved, 
he paye for that offence x\.d., the oon half to the Bailly and the 
other half to the comyn cofur. 

VIII. Also, that the actes of the yelde and of other yelds 
precedents, shullen be enacted and engrossed in a quayer of 
parehcmyn, in the same syngulerly, be 1 articles to be declared; 
and the same quayer to be put in a boxe ealled a Casket, loken, 
to remayne in the high Bailly Warde ; of which Casket the keye 
shalle remayne w fc oon of the chamberleyns, to be redy yf eny 


and arrears to 
be paid. 


Four “ judges, ” 
to sit with the 
auditors, to he 
chosen out of the 
24 and the 48. 


Amercements 
upon craftsmen 
and victuallers. 


Acts of the gild to 
be engrossed and 
put in a box ; of 
which one of the 
chamberlains is to 
have the key. 
i [by] 
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lawfully ilrsirc lx limbi or uuiilo for ihc noid boko of articles to 
■ 1.. |.,Mi or*r\n. Ami of nlle (lie seid articles in tlic tcid bukc 

» • . i :oi.ri*i*l, ii Hollo (indented of the same to l»e engrossed, of tlio 
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t. no r of tlio si id articles, tlio oon lmrtie of the seid llolle 
“ "* '* tudnitol to be dclvuered to the vivder Haylly for the tymo 
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■ J *** b \ n^o, for levy of summes forfet and to hym longynge by the 

same, and tlic other parte of the seid Kollc endented to be 
dfhnicrcd to the ij. chambcrlcyns of the cite beyngc for tlic 
tynu\ And also to be called conscrvito r s or kopers of the 
articles of this seid yelde, to that entent that they make lcvey 
of suimnes forfett by the same, to the vse and profit of the seyd 
comynalte, dewly to be declared vpj>on ther accomptes ainonge 
ther other receytes, and so to be delyuered to the comyn cofur. 
iv mo And yf ther be eny restreynt, denyingc, obstinacys, or con- 

f -r'-i iii.tkr . 

tradiccion made by eny personc or persones, that owith to payc 
such sunime forfet, that then vpj>on resonablc warnyngc made 
to them, they to apperc aforn the xxiiij. and xlviij. comyners of 
the seid cite, chosen for good rewle of the same,* that for these 
causes and other shullen com and assemble togeder in cuery 
quarter of the ycre, ones or oftener and it nede, in the counscllc 
house of the seid cytc. And the vndcr Bailly and the forseid 
chambcrlcyns, kopers of the articles, to declare of alle such 
persones that hnn in eny wise offended the ordinaunces of this 
yelde. And then the parties accused to alegge liur causes, wliy 
thay wollen not payc suehc summes, forfet by them to the seid 
chamberleyns and eonseruitohs of the seid articles ; and for that 
they shullen lie founden gilty, to obeyc, obserue, and do as such 
trcspa*o r s, or eny of them shullen be ordeyned, by the advise 
and assent of the seid xxiiij. and xlviij. aboue named, and aftur 
tlie more partie of them accorded for such correccion to be 
made ; and he or they that this ordinauncc refuseth, to be 
disfrauncliiscd for euer, and in no wysc afterward to be amytted. 
And yf eny personc or persones of the xxiiij. or xlviij. that in 
that case that he or they han forfetted ayenst the articles of the 
seid yelde, for which hym owytli to Ijc amerced or punysshed, 
that then he be put a parte, as for the tyme of comenynge, by 
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the remenaunt of his sekl fellyship, what shalle be clone or 
assessed for his or their correceyon that shalle be founden 
defectyf, and aftur that asythed and contented, to be reconsiled 
to the seid fcllyshippe as they were aforen, apon his eondicions 
and good aberynge. 

IX. Also, that Bakers make no fyne with the Bailly for ther 
offenej of bakynge, but that they haue the punysshement of 
every defaute accordynge to the Statute, and to the lawe. And 
that they bye no corne vn the market day, in somer tylle xj. of 
the Belle, and in Wynter tyme tylle xij. of the belle. And }>*• 
the seid Bakers bye no corne ne mele in hur houses aforn the 
seid owresvppon the market day. And that they regrate no 
corne commynge to the market, in peyne of lesynge xx.s. for 
euery of the seid offences, to be payde, the half therof to the 
Bayllies for the tyme beynge, and the other half to the comyn 
cofre. And that the Baillies and the chamberleyns for the tyme 
beynge shullen yeve warnynge to the wardeyns of the Bakers 
crafte, euery Saturday, the assie and wyght for the weke 
folowynge that they shullen bake after ; yt to be kept amonge 
them, vppon peyne of euery Baker, as ofte as he ys founde in 
defaut, of xl.A, to be payde to the Baillies office for the tyme 
beynge, or els to correete them according to the statute. And 
that the said wardeyns shullen wekely come to the seid Baillies for 
knowleche of the seid weght and assie, and geve warnynge to euery 
Maister wekely of the same, vppon peyne of euery of them xl.d, 
to be payde, half to the seid Baillies and half to the comynalte. 

X. Also, that no Baker resseyve no corne in to his house vnder 
colo r as his owne vppon the market day, tyll it haue be in the 
market vnto the tyme that the howre assigned for euery comyner 
to bye ther be past, vppon the peyne to paye vj.s. viij.cZ., the oon 
half to be payde to the Baillies for the tyme beynge, and the 
other half to the comyn cofer, ther to abyde for the supportacyon 
of the comyn charge of the cite. 

XI. Also, that the comyns may be serued alwey of ale, as it 
ys allowed and assessed at the lawe dayes, and as malte ys soldo 
in the market, and not syllc it at other price, in peyne of lesynge 
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bakers. 
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of \j %*. \ iij lulf to t ho Hail lie# nml half to the comyna. Ami 
tli it the Brewer* brewe and sylle iij. pilous of simile ale for 
nml to make it fuie neeordyngo to the price of good ale, vppon 
the st. id jx'NTie of vj.>\ viij.c/., the on half to he payd to the Buddies 
for the tune beynge, and the other half to the eoniyn eofre. And 
that ther lx* ordeyned vppon the cleccion day, ij. ale con tiers of 
sadd and discrete persones, to se that the ale he good and sete, 
or el^ the Badly to side it aft r the ale, or els to he corrected and 
punysshed hy the Baillies and aldermen ther for the tyme heynge, 
aftur hur discression. And that the price of ale he sessed at 
euery lawday hy the gret enquest, or by the moste j>arty of them. 
Prouided alwey }) 1 the most partye of the grest enquest, to the 
half partye or more, he not of Brewers, hut other citcscns of the 
seid cyte, by the discressyon of the Bayllies. 

XII. Also that comyns liave vppe ayen, as hit hath hen, the 
Cowle to mete ale w*, at the costes of the Baillies for the tyme 
hevngc. 

XIII. Also that no forcyn Burges, ne none other, Straxingcr 
ne flbreyn, by no Barly nc malte, ne none other groyne in the 
markett, ty’lle the comyn Brewers and malte makers, resident 
and resiaunt, hen serued ; yf the seid Brewers and maltmnkcrs 
in the somer season, wollcn bye eny harly or malte, hy xj. of the 
belle, and yn wyntcr hy xij. of the belle ; on ])eyne of a noble 
lesyngc, the oon half to he payde to the Bayllies, and the other 
half to the comyn trcso r . 

XIV. Also yf eny mans wyf becom detto r or plegge, or hy or 
sylle eny chaflarc or vitclle, or hyre eny house hy hur lyf, she to 
answere to hym or hur that hath cause to sue, as a woman soole 
marchaunt; and that an accion of dette be mayntend ayenst 
hur, to be conccyvcd aft r the custom of the seid cite, wkmt 
nemyng hur housbond in the seid accyon. 

XV. Also that the Bitters he redy w l hur horses and bittes to 
brynge water vnto euery citezen, when he ys required hy eny 
man or child when eny parellc of fuyre ys w*yn the cite, in peync 
of lesyngc of xl.c/., to the Baillies half, and the other half to the 
comyn tresour. 
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XVI. Also that better gouernaunce and rule be liadd, and 
better ouersight, vppon keywood, crates, and colcz, and bagges to 
mete hem w* ; and to forfctt them that ben forfctable by the 
lawe. 

XVII. Also that the wolle wyght be but of the wyght of 
ij.lb. and an half, and that it be made after the wyght ensealed 
accordynge to the kynges standard, and that all other wightes 
w*yn the cite of the seid wyghtes be ensealed accordynge to the 
kynges standart, in peyne of lesynge vj..s. viij.d, to be payde to 
the Bailly, who so yn fawte ys founde. And that, where it ys 
vsed and accustumed grete cloth-makynge to be hadd w*yn the 
seid cite and subbarbes of the same, and so occupied by grete 
parte of the people ther dwellynge, that is to sey by spynners, 
websters, dyers, shermen, and other laborers or artificers apper- 
tcynynge to the same, as now late rite and practyk hath be vsed; 
that to these seid artificers, by maisters and makers of cloth 
they shuld none other wyse be contented or payde but in 
mei’cery, vitelle, or by other meanes, and not in syluer, that hath 
growen to grete hurte by alle the seid artificers, laborers, and of 
the pourc comynalte : — It is ordeyned fro hensforth, by this 
present yelde, that none artificers, laborer, or eny other persone 
of the seid cite, ayenst his assent, wylle, or agreament, be not 
compelled or charged to resseyve nothynge in chaffarc, but in 
gold or syluer, of eny makers, chapmen, or syllers of cloth. And 
he or they that presumen to doo the contrarie, as often tyme as 
they be founden in defaute, to paye xx.s., the oon half to the 
Bailly of the cite for the tyme beynge, and the other half to the 
comyns of the seid cyte, to be put in liur comyn cofre, ther to 
be kept to the profite of the seid comynalte. And that no maner 
citezen, tensur, nor inhabitaunt wtyn the seid cite, by cause of 
this acte of comyn custom, put out eny wolle in hurting of the 
seid cite, or in hynderynge of the pour comynalte of the same, 
wlier they be persones ynogh and people to the same, to dye, 
cardc, or spynne, weve, or cloth-walke, withyn the seid cyte, to 
eucry maner person or persons forein, but it be to men or 
women dwellynge w^yn the seid cite or subbarbes of the same, 
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of such tli»|v • . »c 'ion ns \s biforn rehorcod, vppon peync of forfotor 
of xl.». w* ofttnt\mo ns they In* founiK'ii in dcfnut therof, to be 
pn\dc. linlf to the Bailin'), nml half to the comyn abouescid. 

Win. Also, it ys ordoynod hv this present yelcle, that euery 
litertn of the seid eito or snhharhes of the same, vsyngc to bye 
wollo ooimngo to the seid cite for makynge of cloth, that ho 
bye his wolle, and custom for the same to he payde ns reason 
rvquircth. And the seid wolle to he waved in the yelde hallo 
of the seid cite hy the by or and the syller, and custom for euery 
todd. j.</. And yf eny mau do the contrarye, that he shallc payc 
vj.*. viij.</. Whereof the oon half to he payde to the Bnillics 
and the other half to the comyn trcso r . And that no wolle he 
soldo in the yelde hallo, on the market day, tyll x. of the hello, 
and that then it be lawfullc for euery citezcn for to bye, and 
that no straunger ther by no wolle tyllc xj. of the belle, in peync 
of nllc and euery of them doyngc the contrary, vj.s. viij.c/. ; the 
oon half therof to the Baillics and the other half to the comyn 
trcso r . Also that no manor forcyn sille no lethcr in the seid 
cite, hut it be in the yelde halle of the same, payingc for the 
custom of euery dyker, j.<A And who so doth the contrnrie, to 
payc xl.rf. in forme abouescid. Also that no corvyser by cny 
lethcr comyngc to the seid cite, but in the yelde hallo, vppon 
j)Cyne of xl.cZ., in forme abouescid to be payde. Also that euery 
straunger payc euery market day, for stondyngc in the ycldc- 
hallc, j.d. And in the feyre tyme, ij.d And that euery citezcn 
for euery Saturday, for stondyngc in the seid lmllc, payc oh., and 
euery feyre tyme j .d. 

XIX. Also, that no horses ne marcs he stondyngc in the 
comyn market place on the mai'kct dayes, in peync of lesynge of 
euery horse and mare, j.(Z. ; the oon half to he payde to the 
Baillics for the tyme beynge, and the other half to the comyn 

treso r . 

XX. Also, that euery man kepe his soyle clone ayenst his 
tenement, and his pavyment hole, in peync of xl.cZ. ; half to be 
payde to the Bayllics, and the other half to the comyn treso r . 

XXI. Also, yf cny Bawdcs, Resscito r s of seruants and of mens 
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children, scolders, and cinders, be w*yn the cite, and it duly pre- 
sented and founde vppon the lawday, they to be punysshed by 
the Baillies of the cite aft r hur discrcssyon. 

XXII. Also it myght be ordeined a substancialle rule, that 
v. pagentes amonge the craftes, to be holden yerly, shuld not be 
to scche when tlie[v/] shuld go to do worshippe to god and to the 
cite, and to better and more eertenly kept then they haue be 
bifore this tyme, vppon peyn of euery crafte founde in defaute 
of xl.s. ; the oon half to be payd to the Baillies and the other 
half to the comyn treso 1 '. And that the stewards of euery 
crafte that ben contributory, shullen be called to the accompte to 
knowe the charge, so that the Stuards of euery crafte may haue 
levey as for ther parte, in peyne of hym that ys founde in defaute, 
iij.s. iiij.cZ. • half to the Bailly, and half to the comyn treso 1- . 
Also that yerly, at the lawday holdyn at hokday, that the grete 
enquest shalle pi'ovide and ordeyn whe}>er the pageant shuld go 
that yere or no. And so yerly for more surete. 

XXIII. Also, that good disposicion, rule, and ordinaunce \be\ 
hadd and contynued w l yn the seid cite, and none evylle occasyon 
yeven on the partie of the seid cite. And that pease and Reste 
may be hadd and contynued bitwene Gentell3 of the Sliyre and 
the Cite, at alle dayes. And that no lyvereis be yevyn ne 
resceyved by no man w*yn the cite, eontrarye to lawe and ayenst 
the lawe. 

XXIY. Also, that no intraillej of eny manner bestes, nor no 
puttes of bloode, be clansed or earyed awey on the day, but oucr 
night3 in due tyme, and before vsyd. And that no blodc putte 
be vnclensyd ouer a day and a night, be it wynter or somcr, on 
peyne of xij.cZ., to be payde, who so may be founde in defaut, by 
the serelie of the Bayllies or by Inquisicion of xij. men ther in 
defaut so founde, the oon half to the Baillies, and the other half 
to the comyn treso 1- , as often and as many tymes as they be 
founde in defaut. 

XXY. Also, that ther be v. fuyre hokes, to drawe at euery 
thynge wher paryle of fuyre ys in eny parte of the cite ; and 
they to be settc in iij. parties of the cite. And grete lielpc and 
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nr^li Ik t li « t .mkI di f< tide. And the same hokes to he made hy 
tlu» cluiinl* rl< \ m*. 

XXVI. A l*o, that no cli\ in) nrys of Tymber be sufTred, ne 
t I lhoi Ik d hoin s w ! yn the (Jyto, hut that the owners do hem 
nut}, and make them ehymyneys of Stone or Bryke, hy myd- 
Minur day next etmimynge, and tyle the thaeelied houses hy the 
scid day, in pevn of lesyngo of u noble. And aft r that day, 
incry half yere a nohle tylle it he done, to be payde to the 
comyn treso r . 

XXVI 1. Also that tlier lie no mo of the grete Aelotli lmt 
xxiiij. And that they have lyuere of n sutc every iij ,lu yere. 
And which of hem refuse so to do that he shal pay, ns oftc as lie 
ixfuseth, vj .s. viij.c/. ; half to the Baillies and half to the comyn 
trcso r . And yf eny of the seid grete Aelotli dissease, that then 
it he lefulle to the oJ) r lyvynge, to chose other in hur stede, 
sufiiciant and lawfulle, to the gretc Aelotli, by the next lawday 
folowynge. And he so chosen not to refuse, vppon peyne of 
forfeiture of xiij.s. iiij.c/., the oon half to be payd to the Baillies 
for the tyme beynge, and the other half to the comyn eofre. 
And yf eny of the xlviij. lakke or dissease, that tlier lie then 
another chosen, of the moste sadde and sufiiciant of the comyns 
w*yn tlie cite, bifore the next lawday aft r the seid dissease. 
And eny so chosen refuse, that then he forfett iij.s. iiij.c/., in 
forme abouescid. 

XXVIII. Also that the worthy men of the seid cloth graunt 
no yefte of the comyns good, blit of bur owne, wkiut the advise 
of the xlviij. comyners or the more parte of them tlier beynge 
present ; and J) 1 yf the ease and matere happen so, [that] ther lie 
no comyn goodes in liande, and the neeessite of the cite requiritli 
so gretc hast that good most nedely be hadd, in eseliewynge of 
more inconuenients or grete harmes that shuld folowe for suclie 
defaut of good, That then vj. of the xxiiij. and vj. of the xlviij., by 
the Baillies of the seid cite for sadd and discrete persones of the 
same to be nemed and lymitted, sliulle have power, by ther dis- 
crcssions, to assesse in resonable summes allc maner of per- 
sones w*yn the cyte or subbarbes of the same, that oweth and 
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ben able to paye suche a levy or gederynge as the matere and 
charge shall require. And they also assessed or leyd, hold them 
agreed and content of the demanynge of the seid seid 1 xij. persones 
so assigned; and what persone that refuseth to paye, at that tyme 
as he ys assessed or leyd, shal paye to the comyn cofre xl.d. 
And it happen to be ordeyned and assented by the assente of the 
cite, that euery man that payeth to such a yefte or lone aboue 
specificied, shalle have repayment of suche a summe as he hath 
payde, that then he be trewly contented by the Bailly w*out 
any abregeament of his summe in eny wise, as sone as it may be 
levyed. 

XXIX. Also, yf ther be eny wyndowes, dorres, or holes of 
newe, made in to the yeld lialle, wherthorough eny persone may 
se, here, or have knowlecli what ys done in the seid halle, that it 
be so stopped by the doers or vsers therof, vppon peyne of 
xiii.s. iiij.J. ; to be payde to the Baillies, the oon half, and the 
other half to the comyn treso r . 

XXX. Also, that no maner persone pleye at the pame or at 
tenys, w*yn the yeld halle of the seid cite, vppon peyne of euery 
persone founde in defaute, xl.<2. ; the oon half to be payde to the 
Baillies of the cite for the tyme beynge, and the other half to the 
comyns of the seid cite, as ofte as he ys founde in defaute. 

XXXI. Also it ys ordeyned by this present yelde, that yf eny 
of the xxiiij. persones of the grete Acloth discouere any maner 
thynge that ys seid at ther comyn counselle in wey of counselle 
in the counselle chambre of the seid cite, that he shalle lese as 
ofte tymes as he ys founden in defaute, xiij.s. iiij.cl ; wherof the 
Bayllies for the tyme beynge shalle haue the oon half, and the 
comynalte the other half. Also yf eny of the xlviij. persones 
chosen and named for the comyn counsell of the seid cite, 
discouere eny maner thing that ys seid at hur comyn counselle 
in the seid comyn counselle chambre in wey of counselle, that 
he shalle lese as often tymes as he ys founden in defaut, vj.s. 
viij.cZ. ; wherof the Bailly for the tyme beynge shalle haue the 
oon half and the comynalte the other half. 

XXXII. Also, that euery citezen dwellynge vAyn the seid cite 
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tb it iiuiv nrrue t lie kynge in kepynge tlio pease, tie rcdy hi 
uk ry gntc debate, affray, dUeencion, and stryfe made wtyn the 
cite, to go lulpc and strenght the Ikiillyz for the tyme beynge, 
to so that tlie pease be kept wtyn t lie cite; and wlmt citizen 
v\tyn the cite sworn refnsoth, or hclpeth eny pnrtie, or yeve 
fmo r but only to the seid Baillies of the seid cite, in helpyngc of 
them, that it be enquered by xii. men. And yf it be founden, 
by eny citezcn dwellynge wtyn the cite, he to lose xx.s. ; half to 
the Rnllies and the other half to the comyn treso r ; and otlicr 
straungers to make a fyne. And that eucry citezcn or otlicr 
wtyn the cite haue dcfeusable wepyn w l yn hym self, for kepynge 
of the pease. 

XXXIII. Also, by the kynge it ys ordeyned and commaunded 
to be straytly obserued and kc])t, commaundcments made by his 
highnes and Ins discrete counselle, that no man wtyn the cite or 
wtuiit, were no lyvercys or signes of no mans yefte, of what 
eondieion or astate that he be, but only of the kynges; and 
that no man go armed, to here launcegaycs, Glcyvcs, Spores, 
and other wepyn, in distorbynge of the kynges pease and people. 
And that no Robbers, assembles, gederynges, or compcncys, be 
made in disturbaunee of the seid pease; ne no man to com 
forsc of armes aforn the kynges Justices, Baillics, or eny other 
ministeres in doyngc tlier oflice ; vppon peyn of lesynge of bur 
armo r and wepyn, and inprisonment of bur bodyes at the 
kyngez wylle, aft r the teno r of the Statute made for suche cases. 
And that alle manor of persones, of what astate, condicyon, or 
degre that euer lie be, ( beye the kynges officers and ministeres 
in doynge hur office, and occupation, as wellc for the kynge, as 
for eny other persone in alle thyngc lawfullc, vsages and cus- 
tummz vsed and approved. And what persone doth the con- 
traryc, to have inprisoncment and other punysshement lawfulle, 
as the case siialle require. And that no persone of what astate, 
eondieion, or degre he be, in eny wyse geve or take eny 
clothynge or lyuereys, for mayntcnaunces or otherwise, but only 
accordynge to the Statutes in such case made and ordeyned. 
Ner that eny craftiesman, artificer, or other, dwellynge or 
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holdynge houshold, in Cites, Boroughez, market townes, or other 
places, vsynge his crafte in eny wise, be of clothynge w 4 eny 
other persone, or take vppon liym to be named man or seruant 
for supportacyon or maynetenaunce with eny persone, of what 
astate, degre, or condicion he be, vppon peyne of grcvous and 
streyte inprisonement of hys body, and to make fyne and 
rannson at the kynges wille. Also that no man, of what astate, 
degre, or condicion he be, resceyve, cheryshe, holde yn houshold, 
or maynteyne pillo r s, Bobbers, dispoylers, op]iresso r s of people, 
mansleers, ffelons, Outlawes, Bavyssliers of wymen, vnlawfull 
hunters of fforestes, Parkes, or Wareyns, opyn mysdoers, or eny 
openly named or famed for such offences, tylle the trouthe be 
welle knowen and tryed. And what eitezen dwellynge w*yn the 
seid cite or subbarbes of the same, offendyth in these articles 
or in eny of them above specified, that ben by the kynge and 
his discrete counselle ordeyned and proclamed, and lawfulle 
prove made vppon hym that he hath so offended, that then he 
forfet to the kynge aft r the seid proelamacyon and ordinaunce, 
and to the citezens of the seid cite, xl.s. ; that ys to seye, the oon 
half to be arered and payde to the Baillies for the tyme beynge of 
the seid cite, and the other half to the comyn avayle. 

XXXIV. Also it ys ordeyned by this present yelde, that yf 
eny maner eitezen foreyn, or eny other persone, make eny afray 
w*yn the cite, vppon eny persone drawynge his dagger, his 
sworde, his knyfe, or els w* eny other maner wepyn, that he 
lese to the Baillies of the cite being for the tyme, (yf suche a 
persone may be founde defectyf by xij. men lawfully sworen) at 
euery tyme of eny such trespas, xl.d, and his seid wepen, of 
what condicion it be, to be forfet to the profite and vse of the 
seid comynalte. And yf eny person by his mysrulc w* eny 
maner of wepen ayenst the kynges pease drawe eny blode of 
eny persone w*yn the seid cite and subbarbes of the same, that 
then lie forfett his wepen to the vse of the comyns afornseid, as 
it ys aboue relicrccd, and to the Baillies of the seid cite for the 
tyme beynge, of such a blode shedd lawfully by xij. men founden, 
vj.s. viij.c£. ; and yf he be not of power to paye the summes by 
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|»un furfit, then he to lmne inpriKonemeiit for his correccion, 
nfur the di#eiv»#ion of the seid Httillics. Provided nlwey that it 
* hallo bo hfulle to ony inhahitannt to correct liis serunnt or 
apprentice ruvord\nge to the lawe. 

XXXV. Also that llier lie no Burges made free, fro this day 
forward, vrUmt that he jmy to the comyn eofre of the cite, 
xiij.j*\ iiij.t/., except that he he a Btirgeys Son dwcllynge w*yn 
the cite, or els that he liavc he apprentice vij. yerc in the cite ; 
and to the Baillies lair fees xl.</., of old tyme aecustuined, and 
the ij. Aldermen of the seid cite, and other officers, ix.(/. And 
that no prentice hanc liis fredom of Burgcssliippe, hut lie serue 
out fullc vij. yerc of prentishode. And that eucry citczen 
desirynge or havynge prentice wtyn the seid cite, by terme of 
vij. yores, that thcr be endenturs made bitwen hem for the seid 
tonne, as the lawe requirith, and aft r the seid endentures ben 
ensealed, that they bryngc them aforu the Baillyz of the cite for 
the tyme beynge ; the seid endenturs shortly to be enrolled, and 
thcrforc to payc v.<7., that ys to sey to the vse of the seid 
comyualte, iiij.r/., and to the Townclcrk for the enrollyngc, j.<7. ; 
vrnlcr peyn of the maistcr of the apprentice, vj viij.cZ., and also 
the seid endenturs of eucry suclic apprentice to stonde voyde and 
of none effect. 

XXXVI. Also that no Burges be made in secrete wise, but 
openly, In fore sufficiaunt recorde. 

XXXVII. Also that tlier be no cytescn made w*yn the cite 
but that he be rcsiaunt in the seid cite. If he go out of the same 
cite, and other whiles rcsorteth aycyn and taketh his ffredorn of 
the Burgesshippe in the cite, that then he pay taskc, tallage, 
kuyghtenspence, waeclies, and otlicr charges w*yn the wardc tliat 
lie eomyth furst in to the seid cite by. And that yf eny citczen 
dwcllynge wtyn the ffrauncliesse of ]> Q seid cite, or eny citczen 
fforcyn dwcllynge wkmt, or in eny cymitory or londc spirituelle, 
that refuseth or denyetli to pay, aftur lawfulle warnyngc made to 
them or eny of them, allc such payments as ben leid or assessed 
vppon them for taskc, tallage, or eny other charge aboueseid ; 
that then, by the enacte of this present yelde, lie or they that so 
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refusen be disfraunchised and not suft'red to by and sille w*yn 
the scid cite, but as a straunger payngc his custom therfore. 

XXXVIII. Also the comyns desiren and also it ys ordeyned, that 
no citezen be putt in comyn prisone, but in oon of the chambo r s of 
the halle benethforth, w ( out he be commytted to prison for felony or 
mans deth, or an heynos trespas, or els the summe of dett of x.Ii. • 
alwey forseyn that the Baillies make seurte sufficiaunt for the 
summe of his inprisonement, and tliervppon put liyrn in baylle. 

XXXIX. Also that no seriaunt take of eny citezen for ser- 
vynge of a capias eny thynge but in maner folowynge ; and 
that a seriaunt take of a fforeyn for servynge of a capias, yf the 
dett be vndervjs. viij.c?., but ij ,d.\ and yf the summe excede vj.s. 
viij .d., to take for a capias but iiij.cZ. And that no seriaunt [ta&e] 
of eny citezen for servynge of a venire facias, habeas corpore, and 
distringas, for alle but vj.dt. And of a foreyn for the same but 
viij.e?. Also that no seriaunt take of eny citezen attached, for 
his fees at his delyueraunce, but iiij.cZ. Also that no seriaunt for 
the tyme beynge take eny fees of eny persone inhabitaunt w*yn 
the liberte of the cite, accused or endited aforn the Baillies for 
the tyme beynge. Also that no seriaunt take fore attachement 
of eny goodes, at the sute of eny persone straunger, but ij .d . ; 
and for ther fees, when the goodes be preised, but iiij.c?. And 
for a citezein nothynge for attachement. And a seriaunt take of 
no man feej, beynge present in courte, for surete of the pease 
asked of hym beynge in courte, ner for none other accyon 
beynge in prison, but only for the iurst attachement or arestyngc 
for the which he ys arested. Also yf that eny citezen or denysen 
take, ayenst eny person, accion of dette, detunow, or trespas, that 
no seriaunt take for the seruynge of a capias, yf the dette excede 
xx.s. or the damage in accyon of trespas or detunue xl.s., but ij.cZ. 
Also yf eny citezen or denezen, or eny other, take eny accyon 
personelle ayenst eny other, havynge out processe of the same, 
that then, yf the seid pleintif require eny seriaunt to serue the 
seid processe accordyngc to the lawe, that the seid seriaunt shal 
do his devo r to the executyng therof, in peyne of lesynge 
vj.s. viij.cZ. to the comyn tresour, as ofte as he or they is or ben 
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found* n in ilifiut, in this or in ony cause uhoticscid, proved 
Inf.Tii (lie lUillicM ami the couuselle in the counselle cliainliro. 
Al*o that no seriiuints tie seriaunt go for htir oflerynge vn Cristc- 
ma« day, ne gedre no fees of eny denyzen nor foreyn at other 
bo-ons, hut ns he or they wollc agree hy their fre wylle. Ami 
that no seriaunt nor seriannts comjiclle, constreyn, or charge, no 
jKrson ner persones toychle, or to yeve to tlier ofl’rynge hy threte, 
or hy crafte of enpancllyngc, or otherwise, eny thynge, in peyne 
of lesyngc vj.s. viij.r/. to tlie coniyn tresour, as ofte as lie or they 
l»on or ys founden in ilefaute in forme aboncscid. And that they, 
nc nen of them, take eny fees or eny other materc or cause as 
ofte as it happcnitli of eny person, hut as it hath ben vsed and 
accustumcd, vndcr the same peyn. 

XL. Also yf eny citezcn or inhabitaunt w l yn the scid cite 
rebuke the Baillies for the tyme heynge, or geve them eny 
wonles of eny occasion, or reproofe, in exccutyngc his uflicc 
lawfully, that lie shalle pay as oftentyme as he is founden in 
defaut by the comyn counselle, xx.s. ; half to be payde to the 
Baillies and half to the coniyn cofur. And that the Baillies for 
the tyme heynge have auctoritc and power to inprisonc them 
vnto the tyme that the xx.s. be payde. And yf eny citezcn or 
inhabitaunt aboucseid rebuke, or yeve eny wordcs of accacyon, to 
the Aldermen, Chamberlcyns, Recorder, or Towncclcrk of the 
scid cite executyngc tlier offices proued in forme aboucseid, that 
they slial pay vj.s. viij.tZ. in forme aboucseid. 

XLI. Also that tlier be made, fro this tyme forth, no foreyn 
Burgcis, hut lie he sworen to dwclle w l yn the cite. And who 
so doth )>c contrarye, that lie be disfraunchiscd of his libcrtces. 
And that no citezcn foreyn bye ne sille other colo r of eny other 
person not citezcn, in defraudynge of the kynges custom, no 
manor of merchaundise, vndcr peyne of disfraunchcsynge ; 
and that cucry citezcn forein hire no house nc chambo r accus- 
tumed to be liyred w l yn the yeklc halle, but wckcly, by the 
graunt of the keper of the liallc and ouersight of the kepers of 
the articles of the yelde, as they mowc accorde, in peyne abouc- 
seid. That be he citezcn or straunger that hyreth eny chambo r 
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in that seide halle house, put no foreyn good but his owue in the 
same, vppon peyne aforseid. Provided alle wyse, that yf the 
citezens dwelling wtyn the churche yordes, or ffraunclicsies 
aioynynge to this, the citee, be priuyleged as citezen denesyn. 
Prouided also, that yf eny citezen denesyn or foreyn departe out 
of the seid cite, and resorte ayein w*yn a yere, that then he liaue 
benefice of alle libertees, and priuylages of the seid citee. 

XLII. Also that euery citezen and Burgeys wtoutforth shal 
pay at euery taske, vigille, lones, yefts, and alle other charges, as 
the citezens done that dwellyn w ( ynfortli, on peyne of lesyng of 
hur libertees and ffrauncheys, except certeyn persones that for 
ther grete worshipe and offices of attendaunce be exemted. Whos 
names apperen ; — Thomas lytulton, Ser Walter Skull e, knyght, 
Thomas Throkmorton, Thomas Everdon, Norman Wassheborn, 
and Willyam Lygon. 

XLIII. Also, that no citezen resident w l yn the cite and 
demenaunt, havynge eny proteccyon, or beynge outlawed or 
acursed, here none office w*yn this cite, on peyne of forfettynge 
of his ffraunchesse. 

XLIY. Also, that euery eleccion of citezens for to come to the 
Parliament, that they be chosen openly in the yelde halle, of 
suche as ben dwellynge w*yn the ffraunches, and by the moste 
voice, accordynge to the lawe and to the statutes in suche case 
ordeynd, and not priuyly. And he or thay that retorneth hem 
in other wyse, lese to the comyn treso r , c.s. And that fro hens- 
forth, the citezens that shalbe chosen for the parliament, be of 
good name and fame, not outlawed, not acombred in accyons, as 
nygh as men may knowe, for worshipp of the seid cite. And 
that he be of frehold yerly, at the leste, xl.s. And that the seid 
persones so chosen for the parliament, that they ben att it to the 
ende of the parliament, and that they be serued of hur wages 
accustumed, after hur commynge home, witliyn a quarter of a 
yere next folowynge. And he that refuseth to pay, after he ys 
assessed to the seid expensis, to lese to the comyn treso r xx.d. 
And the constable that doth not his devo r for the levey of the 
same, to lese to the seid comyn tresour, vj.s. viij.cZ. 
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\I.V. A No t lmt no uitczeii mnkt* no Mite iiyonst no citer.cns 
in t d> court w ‘out forth, vnto tlio tymc that lie take his 
n«c\«*n wBnforth. for thvnge inat^rc or cause (lone w l yn the 
-citl cio> or lTrminchcs of the same, yn peyne of lesyngc of lii.s 
fTnmnches. And that the party that suetli or propose to sue in 
fort mi court, for more lmstycr rcinedyc for suche mutere or 
cause , do warne the Baillies, and do the party defendant wnrnyngc, 
for the most pcasnble wey to be taken hit wen c the seid parties, 
y f it may be; and this to be done in payne afornscid. And yf 
t ny citezcn fl’orcn wolle, or proposeth to, sue cny citc7.cn denesyn 
for cny materc or cause done w^outforth, that lie warne the 
Baillies for the tymc beynge, or on of hem, in pcync of lesyngc 
of his flVauuches ; pics of loud only except. 

XLYI. Also, that no citez.en or inhabitaunt w l yn the cite 
be attached by his body for eny accuscmcnt or trcs]>as, yf lie 
wolle coinyn and appere at the day of the venire facias return- 
able. And yf he make defaut at that day, then to make out a 
capias ayenst hym, and then no scriaunt take no fee? of them, 
vnde r pcync of hym that doth the contraryc, xiij.s. iiij.c/. ; half 
to the Baillies and half to the comyn treso r . 

XLYII. Also, that eucry Tcusurc be sett a resonable fync, 
aft r the discrcssion of the Aldermen, and that eucry tensure that 
hath ben w*yn tbc cyte a ycrc or more dwcllyngc, and hath 
sufiiciaunt to the valo r of xl.s. or more, be warned to be made 
citezcn, by resonable tymc to hym lymitted, and yf he refuse 
that, that he shalle yerly pay to the comyn cofrc xl.c/., ouer 
that summe that shade yerly pay to the Baillies or cny other 
ofiiccrs ; and so yerly to contynue tylle he be made citezcn. 

XLVIII. Also, it ysordeyned at this present yeldc, that yf eny 
citezcn, tensure, or cny other persone, of what condicion that he 
be, dwcllyngc w l yn the cite or subarbes of the same, [be] amcrcied, 
or accused of trespas, or for cny cause semblablc, aforn the 
Baillies, for the which the seid Baillies wold take by hur ownc 
wyllc eny grevous fync or amerccament of them, contrary to the 
lawe or conscience ; and wher the party dredith, or ys not of 
power, to travers the seid presentements or accuscmcnt for his 
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acquitalle ; That then for euery such partie so accused or amcr- 
cied, by right-wysnes of the courte to avoyde alle suclie extor- 
tion and oppression, ij. affurers of good name and fame and also 
of sad discression in the seid open court, indifferently, shulleu 
be assigned by ij. Aldermen, or oon of them, and there sworen to 
assesse and affure alle such amerciaments vppon alle suche tres- 
paso r s, as lawe and conscience requireth, wkmt eny favo r or 
feyned pyte owed to eny party, but as the matere of trouth 
requirith to be demeaned, and the seid parties so founden in 
defaut to abyde and obeye it. And who so refuseth and doth 
the contrarye of this article, to pay to the comyn treso r , 
yj.s. viij.d as often as he ys founden in defaut, of what 
condicion or degre he be. 

XLIX. Also it ys ordeyned by this present yelde, that alle 
maner laborers that wolle by hyred wtyn the cyte, that they 
stonde dayly at the Grascroys on the werkedays w*yn the seid 
cite, ther redy to alle persones suche as wolle hyre hem to their 
certeyn labo r , for resonable summes ; in ]> e som r seson at v. of 
the Belle in the mornynge, and in wynter seson at vj. And 
that proclamacion be made at iiij. places assigned, ij. tymes 
a quarter, by the Bedmon of the citee. 

L. Also, that the seriaunts be made by the Baillies anone the 
same day of eleccyon, or they gon out of the chambre of eleccyon. 
The seid seriaunts to fyndc sufficiaunt surete, as touchynge the 
seid office, to the same Baillies so y-chosen for the yere : and 
that the seid seriauntz be citezens of good name and fame, and 
have be citezens vij. jere aforn his makyngc of the seriaunt- 
slnppe. And yf the Baillies be absent the same day of eleccyon, 
that then it be lawfulle to the xxiiij. of the grete Acloth, that 
tyme beinge present, to chese ij. sufficient men to be seriaunts, 
as for the high Bailly fyndinge hym suerte as ys aboueseid. 
And the xxiiij. Comyners that clieseth the lawe Bailly, at that 
tyme beyngc present, to chese the ij. seriaunts for the lowe 
Bailly, fynding hym suerte, ut supra. And by the kynges com- 
maundement late sende, that, all instaunces, requestes, or pi-ayer 
put a-parte, officers to be made of good name and fame, of 
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wbilitc to occupie lmr seid oflice w ! yn t lie cite, and that none 
otlur pu>om* \ iuKr colo r of inftvntcnmuice, or that bcritli eny 
mans lcvmv c*thcrwise then the statute wolle, and that they 
l^n of good and honest eonucrsacion ; this article to l)e kept by 
the kvng<*> coinmaundeinent. And yf the Baillies for the tyme 
In wige, or oon of them, eleete eny seriannt contrary to the seid 
Acte, enformed by eny in the eounsellc house to the contraric 
and proved, to pay to the corny n treso r c,s, And \f, in the 
absence of the seid Baillies, the xxiiij. aboue or xxiiij. heneth 
do the contraric of this Acte, that they forfet in lyke forme. 

LI. Also, that no Sadder, Bocho r , Baker, ne Glover, nc none 
other persone, caste non Intrellc nc fylth of Bestes dongc, ne 
doust, over Severnc brugge, 11c beyond the seid Brugge in tho 
strcmc. And also that they do not shave flesh, skynnes, or 
huydes, but above the Brugge, bitwene the wateryngc ])lacc at 
Scynt Clements yate, and the seid Severnc brugge. And that 
they wasshe none bearc, but benethc the brugge, and that on 
the ferther syde of Severnc, or els l>cneth the Slyppc of the lode, 
in peyne of lesyngc of vj.s. viij.c/., as ofte as it ys founde in 
defaute by dewe cnqncrry of xij. men, the oon half to the 
Baillies and the other half to the comyns. 

LII. Also, that no fTysshcr citezen by no fiysshc of no foreyn, 
commyng to vitclle the cytc, tyllc the comyns be scrued, yf they 
wyllc bye of yt. And that the straungc vittellers sillc it them 
self, and none other fTysshcr, in peync of lesynge of xx.s . ; half 
to the Baillies, and half to the comyn profitc, it proved by xij. 
men. And that they forstalle no flyssh by the wey, ncr none 
other vittcllc comynge to the market of the cite, from eny 
straungc contrey, or fro the see. And that thcr be no fees 
yeven by straungers to none Aldermen, Aldermens seriaunt, 
ner to none other officers, and that tlicr be no citezen rcgrato r 
of sec fTyssbe, ner none other fressh fysslie, as Tenches, Pykes, 
and other that come to the cite, vppon peyne of xl .d.; to be 
payde, half to the Baillies, and half to the comyn tresoh And 
yf thcr come eny vittelle, ffrcssh or salt, to the key, or eny other 
place, to be soldo, that the Aldermen for the tyme beynge take 
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ij. of the ffysshmongers, to be indifferently chosen and sworn, 
to se that alle suche vytelle be able and sete for mannys 
body, and yf it be found not able for to be solde, in peyn of 
xiij.s. iiij.c/. of hym that so sillith the contrarye, vppon amoni- 
cion yeven. And that the Aldermen put duly the seid ordi- 
naunee in execucyon, in peine of aboueseid. And yf eny ffysshe- 
monger, or eny other inhabitaunt wtyn the seid cite, bye eny 
suche vittelle proved not able, shalle lese xx.s. ; half to the 
Baillies and half to the comyns. And yf eny such vitelle proved 
able, that no vitteller bye vnto xj. of the clok, vnder the seid 
peyn in forme aboueseid, and that no persone w*yn the seid cite 
sille no ffysshe watrd at retayle, but he be contrubitory w* the 
ffisshemonge rs crafte, paynge aecordynge hur rightfulle ordi- 
naunees, — hearrynge and salt fysshe alwey except. 

LIII. Also that [%] the good aduise of the Baillies and cham- 
berleyns, the Brugge may be ouerseyn at alle tymes, and dis- 
posed and purvoyd for to the vse and suerte of the cite, so that 
it may be remedyed and holpen when that it ys ruyn, or in dis- 
peyre, or before. And reparacyon of the seid Brugge be ouer- 
seyn by the ij. Chamberleyns euery quart 1- of the yere, as welle 
aboue as beneth, for reparacyon of the same to be made, as the 
cause shalle require, in eschewynge of grete myscheves, or ruyn 
might falle the same. 

LIV. Also that the keye Slippes, and the pavyment of the 
grete Slippe, be made in hast, or that it be in grete parylle of re- 
paracion ; and that the [ther be] a water Bailly ordeined, as it hath 
ben of old tyme, he to receive suche customes and profites as 
ben longing the seid offices, and therof to make trewe accomptes 
to the profite of the seid cite. And the seid wat r Bailly to be 
chosen at the lawday ne[cc]t after the feste of seynt michelle. 

LY. Also that ffrogmylle yate be made sufficiently for grete 
parylle )>t myght falle vnto the seid cite, and to the citezens 
dwellynge theryn. And the yate enterynge in to the eastelle 
also, by alle halowen day next commynge, for diuerse causes that 
myght falle. And the keyes and the kepynge of the seid yates, 
the Porter of Sudbury yate therof for the tyme beynge shalle 
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1- changed t lior%N 1 ; and ho for to kepc it sufficiently, in peyn of 
K \ ngv c »f n noble ; tlie oon half to the Ikiillics, and the other 
r-.« -Tw^vii. Jiiilf to tho cciiivn triMi r . And that the elminbcrleyns, kcprrN 
lUMiinw Cl f tJ U ' firtirh** of t he veldc, > Hve attendannee the wullvs of the 
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***' rite, that \f eny parte falle in ruyn, the stones thcrof be not 

Inirno ftwey by eny personc. And yf they may hauc notycc of 
them that so done, notably to be punysshed and amereyed, after 
they shuld be founde gylty by trewe informneion. And the 
ainercianicntcs therof to be arered to the comyn profite. And jf 
tho seid ehamberleyns may in eny wise, of ther comyn reeeytes, 
yerly to repare the defautes of the same walles as the seid goodes 
may strecche, for savegardc of the kynges cite. And yf eny 
pc rsone* 
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LVI. Also, that non persoue cast eny donge of eny manere 
hnrlotre in the Slippc goyngc to Sevcrnc at the lode, nor vppon 
the keye, vn peyn of lesynge of xl.</., as often tyine as they be 
founden in defaut therof. Also that no man hauc non swyne 
goyngc theron, on the peyn aboucseid, to be payde to the Baillies 
for the tyme beynge, wherof the oon half to the vse of the 
comyn treso r . Also that no manor person w l yn the seid cite, 
have ne suffre non swyne goyngc at large, in anoysauncc or 
grovaunce of hur ncyghburgh or eny citczcn of the same ; and 
yf he avoyde hem not, or put hem in warde, aft r warning made 
vnto hym by the ehamberleyns, lie that ys so in defaute to paye 
the peyne rcherced ; the oon half to the vse of the eomyns, and 
the other half to the vse of the Baillies. And yf he remove 
them not w l yn a moneth vppon his warnyngc made vnto hym 
by the Baillies or kepers of the yelde, then for to forfett bis 
swyne, half to the Baillies office, and the other half of the 
price to the comyn treso r . 

LVII. Also, that non Tylers called hillycrs of the cite, nor 
other man w l yn the cite dwellyngc, compellc ne charge ne make 
no tyler straunger, comyngc to the cite, to serve at his rule and 


* A wide blank of about three lines occurs here. 
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assignment, but that he may take by the day as he and the 

parti e w* whom he shalle worche may accefde, and in non other 

wyse. And that the Tyler of the cite sett no parliament amonge 

them, to make eny of them to be as a maister, and alle other 

tylers to be as his scruant and at his commaundement, but that 

euery tvler be ffree to come and go to worche w* euery man Every workman 

and citezen, frely, as they may accorde, in peyn of xx.s. and " li0m 

lesynge of his ffraunches of hym tliay be found in defaut, yevynge 

to the Baillies and to the comyns as yt owght to be departed. 

And euery tyller makynge and sillynge it into the cite, sett his Every tiler is to 

set his own mark 

propre markc vppon his tyle, to that ende, yf it be dcfectif or upon his tne. 
smalle, that men may have remedy of the seid partie, a[s] lawe and 
resonne requirith. And he that refusith to marke his tyle as it is 
aforn reherced, shalle lese to the comyn treso r xx.s., as ofte tyme 
as it apperith to be areryd. 

LVIII. Also that the office of Towneclerkshippe of the cite The Town cierk; 
from hensforth be neuer yeven to eny persone dwellynge out of 
the cite, yf ther be eny w*yn able to occupie, and that at euery 
avoydaunce ther be the seid office yeven to another of the same 
cite, so he be a citezen and occupie it his owne persone; in 
peyne of forfetting of a c.s., w*out he take licence of the Baillies 
for the tyme beynge, or a resonable cause of an excuse to be 
payde ; to the Baillies ther the oon half, and the other half to 
the comyn profite of the seid comyns. And yf eny man of the 
seid cite make or labo r for eny other persones then for a man of 
the seid cite, that then he forfett his ffraunchise. And also that his qualifications, 
the office of the Tounclerkshippe of the seid cite be occupied by 
a sufficiant and by a discrete persone, able therto, and he to 
receyve and enyoie the wages accustumed of the seid office, for a wages, 
yere or more yeres as it may be founden that he truly behave 
hym in the same occupacyon, w* dayly attendaunce made to the and duties, 
same, and not by symple and insufficient deput3 ; and that he 
engros in perchement all tliynge longynge to the Baillies office, 
and in his Courts holden aforn them, w*yn a quarter of a yere 
aft r mihelmas, or aft r ther discharge ; and this to be done yerly for 
ther discharge, and for lavfulle remembraunce to be left to the 
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** itl coinvnnlte, fur tlicr comm scrclic to he liadd of the mime, 
wImmi it tdinllc l*c ni-f^ssnrio to them, ns Welle for tlicr frohold us 
for otlur necyon bet went* party and | nut it*. And (lmt the tonn- 
chrk of the sc id cite for t lie tyme beinge, shalle yevc no juge- 
nn-nt in the Baillics name of the same cite for tlic tyme beynge, 
in or vjijxm eny diffuse mntier biforn them, \v*out the nduise of 
the Iiecordo r of the same cite for the tyme beynge. 

L1X. Also that nlle the nt turners vsynge the comyn customc 
nt dayly courts, to plcde aforn the Baillies the citezeins of the 
Slid cite, and sworen afore the scid haillies, as longc as ben ij. 
attorners or more in the seid cite, and els forcyn attornos to 
be admitted and sworn in lyke wise, truly to execute tlicr oflicc 
as the lawe requirith w'out mayntenaunce, or chumpertye, or 
conscilyngc ther cliaunto r s to vse eny fals accyons. And that the 
seid attornes be not of clothynge outward otherwise then the 
Statute wylle. And yf eny personc take vppon hym to be 
attorney in the seid cite, beynge non citezcn, and contrary to 
the cause above seid, that the Baillics of the cite haue power and 
auctoritc to committe hym to prison. 

LX. Also, that the Baillics from this tyme take [wot] eny 
enquest for the kyngc, but by xij. trewc just and lawfulle men 
havynge fre hold vnto the valo r of vj.s. viij.cZ. by ycr, or goodes 
and catalles to the valo r of x. marks, and by none other, and this 
enquest for the kynge be take but ones in a moneth, or els that 
the gretter neccssitie or cause it require. And that allc suchc 
enquestj that shalle be returned here aftur, beforn the Baillics, 
bitwene party and party, as shalle happen by forme of plcdynge, 
in eucry manor accion biforn them, as the case shalle require, 
be made of trewe, just, and lawfulle men, havynge sufficient, as 
the lawe wylle ; and that they appere at the distringas by pro- 
cessc made ayeust tyllc the matere he fynisshed and determyned 
by ther verdyte. And he that is empaneled, and wollc not 
appere, and hath non goodes ne catoll 3 by the which he may be 
distressed, lose in yssucs at the first distringas, ij .d. And so 
from day to day tylle they appere, and alle suclie issues so forfet 
by defaute to be written out in stretys, vppon euery jurro r 
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founden in defaut, half to the Baillies and the other half to the 
comyn profite. And that the scriaunts of the seid cite shalle be 
sworn vppon a Boke, that they shade empanelle apon euery 
venire facias xij. trewe and just persones, and such as ben indif- 
ferent, and vppon euery venire facias they shade retorne diuers 
persones, so that the charge and apparaunce of the seid persones 
may be egalle. Item, )>*■ the seriaunts for the tyme beynge, 
vppon a distringas award in euery matere hitwene citezen and 
citezen, or citezen and foreyn, vppon the which xij. men ben 
empanelled, shade distresse theym by ther goodes and catallez, 
yf ther be eny, and brynge it in to the court, and so eontynow 
wekeley vnto the tyme the matere be fynisshed, in peyn of euery 
of the seriaunts that dothe the contrarie for to lese vj.s. viij.cZ. ; 
half to the Baillies and half to the comynery Also it ys or- 
deyned that yf eny persone be accused or endited biforn the 
Baillies for the tyme beynge, and vppon that be arested or 
attachid and brought biforn them, for the which they ought to 
make a fyne, the seid Baillies shallen declare to them the cause 
or hur inditynge, and ther vppon to make them to putt them in 
a free clcccion, Whether he or they wylle make fyne resonable 
w* the Baillies, or to take ij. affurro r s aceordynge to the Acte 
therfore prouided, or to trye it by xij. men aftur the lawe in 
suche ease provided 1 And yf eny suclie Baillies do the eon- 
trarie, to paye to the comyn treso r xx.s., as often tymes as eny 
ys founden in defaute. 

LXI. Also, it ys ordeyned by this present yelde, that alle tho 
and cuerych of them, that ben or chosen of the noumbre of 
xxiiij. and xlviij., and tho that shallen be chosen herafter in to 
the same, shullen be redy for to come in ther propre persones to 
the counselle house of the seid cite, as often as they shallen 
here the grete belle of the parisshe of Seint Androwe to be 
knolled by many as diuers tymes, and aft r that rongen out for 
the same ; and he that faylleth vppon that warnynge, wkrnt 
a resonable cause or excuse (to be admitted by the fellishippe 
abou e neamed) to forfett and paye, that ys to sey, every persone 
of the xxiiij., ijs., and euery persone of the xlviij., xije?. : the 
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. f rf.t to U pn\de, half to (lie Bnillies for the tyme 
| . \ . . n » 1( | thvutlxr liulf to the comyn cofor for the comyn 
A ml a I till e of the names of the Uriel xxiiij. nml of the 
\l\mj.. ir of other in tlnr places, to lie chosen ns it simile 
l,.i *-n. c ntMUielly to runayne w l the scid clunnhcrleyns, kepers 
of tin \ 1 1«1. Ami the scid clmmherleyns to endure in that ollicc 
„• tl . v tnily fruitfully and jirolitnhlc behave them, to the pro- 
fit. ■ of the seid cite and eomyualtc of the same. Also the Bow- 
Ik-Uc accustomed in the seid cite to lie rongen at ix. of the belle, 
to l»c coiitynowed yerly for gretc ease of the seid cite. The 
I ir\s-h clerk liter to liaue his fees aeostomed therfore. 

LX 1 1. Also, it ys provided by this present ycldc, that for 
isinoche at dim rs yeldes precedents it hath not be knowen to 
the eomynalte of the seid cite, for no good constitucions, ordin- 
uuiict s and articles disposed or ordeyned, and in dew tyme of 
the siid yeld holden, rathle, and declared, for tyme folowyngc, 
commaumled fur to be vsed and obeyed, and by this grctc defaut 
and liurte growen to the seid cite ; That from hensforth at cucry 
jelde w*yn the seid cite to be holden aforne the day and fest of 
the seid yeld, allc manner of constitucions, ordinaunccs, and 
articles, as wellc made at yelds precedents, as shal be made and 
conccyved at this seid ycldc of newe to be holden, for the welfare 
of the scid cite, shullcn at the laste be ij. redde aforn the comyn 
counsclle of the scid cite, for ther willcs, assent, and agrement, to 
be hadd in the same. And aft r they have assented the iij' 10 
tyme, the ordinaunccs of the seid ycldc to be raddc aforn allc 
the citezens of the scid cite that wollcn ajipcrc to the same ; and 
that to be done the next day aft r the first day of the seid ycldc 
holden. And aft r that, cucry Acte so redde and declared, and 
by the hole coinyns, or most of them as it ys aboueseid, to stondc 
ferme and stable. 

LX II I. Also, it ys ordeyned at this present ycldc, that yf cny 
citczein of the seid cite by 1 accused by informacyon or pre- 
sentment, that he shuld offendc in brekynge of eny of the articles 
abouc-cid, for the which as it apperith by the same he owght to 
be disfraunchised, that then the persones so accused at iiij. 
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comyn courts next folowynge, holclen on diuerse mondaycs aft r 
the seid accusement so made, shade be called in the yeld halle of 
the seid cite to answere to the seid accusement ; and yf h[e] 
appere not in propre persone, ne by attorney, at cny of the seid 
courts, then to be disfraunchised, and thcrvppon his name to be 
sett vppon a table in the yeld halle called the disfraunchised 
table, to the entent that the comyns of the seid cite may have 
knowlech of them that so shalbe disfraunchesid, for brekynge of 
cny of the articles aboueseid. Also yf the persones so accused 
appere in propre persone, or by attorny, w*out mayntenaunce and 
eny vnlawfulle supportacyon at eny of the seid iiij. courts, and it 
be founden by his owne knowlegge, examinacyon, or by an 
enquest of xij. men, that he is gilty in brekynge in eny of the 
seid articles, for the which he owth to be disfraunchised, then he 
so be so disfraunchised, and the name sett vppe in forme aboue- 
seid ; or els he to make a grevous fyne, after the discressyon of 
the xxiiij. of the grete a-cloth and xlviiij. of the comyns, of the 
most partie of them, vppon hym to be assessed and levyed. 

LXIY. Also, it ys ordeyned by this present yeld, that for alle 
the articles penalle, ordeyned and affermed by the same, that 
wher eny summes forfett shulde be payde by the same, as it is 
expressed in the seid articles, the oon parte of the seid sumrne 
to the Bayllies, and the other parte to the comyn treso r , and in 
some articles the hole to the seid treso r , for the ease of the seid 
cite ; That the Baillies of the seid cite for the tyme beynge, shal, 
by ther power and auctorite, do to make as hasty levy of the 
summez that sliuld be forfett to the comyn treso r , as they shidd 
in eny wise do, for that ys or shalbe forfet to the Baillies, — to the 
entent that the kepers of the Articles of the yeld may receve it, 
and trewe accomptcs make of the same, to the profite of the seid 
cite, — by seucralle of fieri facias to liaue cxccucyon ayenst them 
that haue forfett in the seid summez or in eny of them, for 
brekynge of the seid articles, yf they have goodes and catel^ 
sufficient to the contentacyon of sommes so forfett ; and yf they 
liaue non goodes nor catelles sufficiaunt to the contentaeion of the 
summez so forfet, then to haue auctorite and power to make 
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; ,.f mom v for hrvkvnge of cny of the seid nrticles. And 

*f tlo > haue non good* ner otttelles, suflieinnt to the contentaeion 
.„ » *. of i .mine* »o forf«t. thru to haue nnctorite and power to make 

’ «, c«|>i.is ad satisfaciendum nyenst them that hanc so 

f.. r f( t the st id sommes of money, to brynge them to the yeld 
of the st-id cite, tlier to abide vnto the tyme they haue 
m .tie full eontentneyon of the summes ahoueseid, nccordyngc to 
the stitl articles made in this present ycltle. And yf the Baillj 
•• t.-r do not tlar devo r aeeonling to this Acte, that lie or they 
founden in defaut hy the eoinyn eounscllc forfett to the eomyn 
trt«o r xx..«., ns ofte ns he or they be founden in defaut, in forme 
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LXV. Also, the coniyns of this present yeld nflcrmen and 
cnactenlle the poyntes of this yeld, for the grete ease, pease, pro- 
fitj, and tranquilite of the Cyte ; and the lastc yelde made, and 
at the yeld j prceedcntj, and at cucry lawday precedent, for to be 
ferine and stable, wtyn the seid cite to abide. And yf cny 
citezein eontrarie to the seid aetes in defaut be founden, that 
none other citezen w l yn the seid cite demenaunt, w 4 hym bye 
ner sillc ehafTare.vn peync of lesynge of his libertc and ffraunches 
for euer more, that y-found by iuquisieion of xij. trewe men or 
other wise ; this cnactc so to endure by force of this present 
yelde. 

LX VI. fTurthcrmore, they that shallcn be in cleccion of the 
lawc Bnillys shalbe chosen by the Baillics and Aldermen, w 4 
other worshipfulle beynge present, and suehc as shalbe elccte and 
named, be of the most worshipfulle and most of the freehold 
w*yn the seid cite ; and that non seriaunt name nor entremet 
of the seid eleccion. Ner that the seriaunt entremet w 4 the 
eleecion of the lowe nc high eleccion of Baillics, in peyn of xx.s. 
of eny seriaunt doyngc the eontrarie ; half to the Baillics, and 
half to y 1 comyns, as ofte as lie or they be founde in defaut. 
And in lyke wyse the seid seriaunts empanelle no man 
to l>e in gret inquest vn the lawc days, but it be done in 
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forme aboueseid vnder tbe seid peyne and vnder the seid 
forme. 

LXVII. Also, that the seriaunts, or oon of them, empanelle 
none persone bitwene party and party, but most indifferent, w*- 
out favo r made or male ingyne. And yf eny suche panelle be 
otherwise retornyd, it thought by the plentife or defendaunt, that 
then the plentif or defendaunt or ther attorney shalle geve the 
Baillies in knowlegge, at the day of the venire facias retorne ; 
and the seid Baillies then to do and see a trewe and feithfulle 
direceion therynne, as conscience and trouth rcquireth ; and yf 
the seid seriaunts or oon of them do the contrary, it provyd, to 
pay xx. s. in forme aboueseid. 

LXVIII. Also, that no person sille none ale out of his place, 
but he haue a signe at his dorre, in peyn of vj.s. viij.cZ.; half to 
the Baillies, and the other half to the corny n treso 1- . 

LXIX. Also that non Bocho r , ner non other persone, to his 
vse, occupie cokes crafte wtyn the liberte of the seid cite, in 
peyn of xiij.s. iiij.c£ ; half to the Baillies, and half to the 
comyns. 

LXX. Also, that non citezein be attached by his body as 
ffugitif, vnto the tyme a citezen, or ij. citezens, of good name 
and fame, and w*out male engyne, mede, or favo r , geve the 
Baillies knowlegge, or on of them, in dew forme therto 
accordynge. And yf eny suche attachcment be made and done 
to the contrarye, to stonde as voyde and of none effect, it duly 
proved. And yf eny citezen fugitif be attached in forme aboue- 
seid, the seriaunts to take ther fees onys of hym, and no more, 
though it so be the seid fugitif fynd suerte to answer to the 
accion comencyd ayenst hym, it proved that he be fugityf in 
forme aboueseid. And yf the seriaunts of eny of them then 
take eny fees, otherwise then ys aboue specified, to le[se] vj.s.viij.c?.; 
half to the Baillies, and half to comyns, as ofte as he or they 
be found in defaut. 

LXXI. Also, that the citezeins that be named by the Baillies 
to her accomptj, betwene citezein and citezen in accion of debt, 
aft r the custom^ of the seid cite, that they appere in the yeld 
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•« • u t » tli m vcvm In my Mriimnt, vppon the poyn of 

\ij / . to 1* |»iult. half to the Baillies, nml half to the comyns, 

. * Aft* «* ih\ ili font nun Ik' proved ill them or j. of them. 

1AXII. Al->. that no acriniint he attorney, nor colour t lie 
r . :>ii»*4 of ittorne. nor npjK’re for cuy party, nor to take eny 
Di •►in \ \ndcr the ineanes of nttornc, but the persones that 
•fwiii to make and ordeyne the attornej them self, hut yf so he 
tlmt i in struunger make eny ofliecr attornc hy writyngo, not 
fry mil or colored, and that it he written and ordeynd at large 
out of the sc id cite. And yf eny do vnto the contrarie to lesc 
\j s. n iij i /. ; half to the Baillies, and lialf to the comyns, as oftc 
js my do fnu t in this behalf may he founde. 

LXXIII. Also, it ys ordeyned at this present ycld, how he it 
cucry citczcin of the old dicker pay at this tyme hut vij.rf., and 
cucry eite/.ein of the newe clicker hut xiij.rf., — that this slialle 
not he take for none example, blit that cucry citczcin of the old 
clitkir «hallen pay at cucry ycld, here aft r to be lioldc wtyn the 
seal cite, ix.</. ; and euery citczcin of the newe clicker, xxj.r/. ; 
as of old tyme hath hen vsed and aeustomed. 

LXXIV. Also, it ys ordeynd at this present ycld, that cucry 
citczcin and euery inhabitaunt wtyn the scid cite, or citczeins 
foreyn, heyuge tenaunt, sunt, or bondman, to the Bisshoppc of 
Worect r , take non benefice in eny accyon comcnscd or to he 
eommeiiscd aycnst hym, before the Baillies of Worcct r , hy that 
though he or they be the seid Bisshoppes tenaunts, vppon pcync 
of (lisfraunchesynge. 

LXXV. Also, it ys ordeyned at this present ycld, that non 
liakcr that slialle hake eny horsbrede, kepe eny hostre, vp])on 
jKiync of euery tyme found in defaut, of lesynge vj.s. viij.c?. ; 
half to tie* Baillies, and half to the comyns, as ofte as he ys 
found in defaut. 


LX XVI. Also, it ys ordeynd, that no maner persone kepe 
non hostrics wtyn the seid cyte, but lie liaue a signe at his dorre, 
v ]>on peyn of vj.$. viij.c/. ; as often tymes as he is founden in 
defaut; half to the Baillies, and half to the eomyn tresoL 
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LXXVII. Also, it ys ordcyned at this present yeldc, that if 
eny accyon be take of dett ayenst eny persone, of the summe of 
xx.s., or wtyn, or eny aceion of detunue be taken of w^holdynge 
of goods and catelles to the valu of xx.s., or w*yn, or eny aceion 
of trespas, thenkynge to the Bailly that it ys not worshippefulle 
ner good, by informacion or oJ) r wise, that then the partie 
defendaunt shal not plede in aceion of dett : ren luy doit 
prest deauere pur le pais. In aceion of detunue : rien luy 
detinet prest, &c. And in aceion of trespas : de ren couper 
prest, &e. ; but that the court shalle suffre them to wage thcr 
lawe. And yf the defendaunt plede eny suche plee, contrary to 
the premisses, that then he shalbe condempned in the seid 
aceion or accions. 

LXXVIII. Also, it ys ordeynd by this present yeld, that alle 
maner of Craftys w*yn the seid cite, that haue pageants, goynge 
to the worshippe of god and profite and encrese of the seid cite, 
and also alle the Craftis that ben contributory to the same, and 
to the lightj of torches and tapers amonge the seid crafts, vsyd 
in the seid cite, haue and enyoie tlier good, feithfull, and trew 
approved customes and vsages, in susteynynge ther pageants, 
lightes, and other necessaries to ther craftys, of reason and 
custom belongynge or apperteyninge j the comyn wecle, welfare, 
and prosperite of the seid cite, accordynge to the kyngs lawes, 
alwey kept and forseyn. Also, that yf eny persone straunger, 
comynge to the seid cite, beynge a craftisman of eny craft afore 
named, dwellynge w*yn the seid cite, beynge a freman, or 
kepynge a shoppe, happen desirynge to hold crafte as a maister 
w*yn the seid cite, or subarbez of the same, at his furst entree 
ther, he to comyn w* the wardeyns of the same crafte that he 
desirith ther to oecupie, and by them as reson and conscience 
wolle, after the custom of ther crafte to be demened, as welle 
for his entre as for yerly payment to ther pageants and lights : 
and in lyke wise alle jorneymen straungers comynge to the seid 
cite, aft r xiiij. nyghts of his abidynge in the same, to be spoken 
w l by the wardens or kepers of the craft that he eanne or 
exercisith, and for the same to be contributorye to ther pageants 


Actions of debt 
for sums under 20$. 


The craft-gilds ot 
the city shall 
maintain their 
accustomed 
pageants, 


saving the com- 
monweal of the 
city. 

Strangers, entering 
their respective 
crafts, must pay 
the fees ordered 
by the wardens : 

both masters, 


and journeymen. 
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, 1 ■’,?*, I««l otliri jonicimu nf the scid crafts yorly doth puyc 

< 1 ».t' 'h- ; nnd wlmt p» r»oiic that denyoth this, tlierof notice, 
t U to »d< to tho Bailin'*. nnd to t he kepers of the articles of 
t)i,. y ld, t h t y to reforme w'out necion or redrew suchc maters 
a., tin inn t it r * f rcfcim shalle require. And that cnery crafto 
liaunge the name of j ant, shullen fyndc oon cresset yorly 
ho -niitiuji’, to he l>orn hiforn the L’aillies of the seid cite, in the 
Yiiplle of the natinite of Scynt John Baptiste, at the comyn 
Wncche of the seid cite ; nnd the ward ey ns of the scid craftc, 
nnd nlle the hole craftc, shallen wayte vppon the scid Baillies in 
the scid Yigille, at the scid Wncche, in therbest arrayc harncsid, 
vpjton pi yn of cucry man so failynge, vn-lnssc then he bane a 
sufficient dc])ute, of xl.d., and often tymes as lie he founden in 
dcfuut ; the oon half to the Baillies, and the other half to the 
comyn trcso r . And that cnery craftcsman aforcscid that pro- 
poseth to 6et vppe craftc w*yn the seid cite, that he payc to the 
Wnrdcyns, Stewards, or Maister of the same, not exccdyngc 
xiij.s. iiij.d. ; in peyn of theym or hym of eucry stuard, warden, 
or maister, that doth the contrarie, xl.s. ; half to the Baillies, 
nnd half to the comyns. 

LXXIX Also, that no manor vitteller pay cny thynge for 
the oecupacion of the kynges Bordc, to cny manor ofiicej, for 
tlier vy telle thcr to he sold, that ys to scyc w l yn the seid cite. 

LXXX.* Also, hit ys ordeyned by the scid ycld, and by the 
assent and concent of the xxiiij. and xlviij. of the comyn coun- 
sellc of the cite of Wyrcett r , beyng in the counsclle chambur of 
the seyd cite, that none of the scyd xxiiij. nor xlviij. beyng in 
the seyd chamhur, for the comyn wele of the seyd cite and the 
inhabitanntes of the same, ycue cny wordes of occasion or re- 
proofc to other wythyn the seyde chambur, wherby the kynges 
pcs 1 )C disturbed or {>« corecction J> r lettid, and that yn peyn to 
hym that so ofi'endyth, xl.s., the scyd ofTencc founde by the hole 
chamhur or by the more parte of the same ; halfc to be payed to 
the Bayllyfcs for the tyme beyng, and halfe to the comyns of the 
seyd cite. 


This article, and all that follow, arc written in a different hand and ink. 
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tiXXXI. Also, hit ys ordeyned by the assent and concent of 
the seyd counselle &c., that by cause afore thys tyme hit hath 
ben vsud att some seasones of wylfulues to chose for to be 
seriantes of the citee and constables wtyn the seyde cite, per- 
sones of worshippe, to the dyshono r of them and the seyde cite, 
— that yn tyme come, none be electe nor chose to the seyd 
office:;, that be of the numbur of xxiiij. and xlviij., and yf eny be 
elected contrarye to this oi-denaunce, that suche eleccion stonde 
as voyde, and the grett enquest for the tyme beyng to procede 
to a new eleccion, yn forme aboue rehersud. 

LXXXII. Also, hit ys ordeyned by the assent and concent of 
the seyd counselle, &c., that none be chose yn tyme to come to 
the office of Bayllywyke of the seyde cite, but suche as be of the 
xxiiij te for the gret clothe. Provyded that ther be xxiiij. yn 
numbre the day of the eleccion. And yf hit so fortune ther be 
nott xxiiij. yn numbre, that then he that ys to be chosen, yf he 
be nott of the grett clothe, that att the leste he be on of the 
numbre of the xlviij. ; and that none be chose to be of the xxiiij. 
but suche a persone as ys of the numbre of the xlviij.; and yf 
eny Bayllyf be electe and chose w*yn the cite, contrarie to the 
forme above rehersud, that then that eleccion stonde as voyde, 
and J) e electo r s to go to a new eleccioun. 


GENERAL NOTE. 

These Ordinances of Worcester are now printed as a whole for 
the first time. A few small extracts only are in the Appendix, No. 14, to 
Green’s History of Worcester, the body of Ordinances given by him 
being of a later date (Henry VII.), (see next page). 

Besides the two volumes of “ Orders ” of the Gild of Joiners and 
Carpenters (see before, p. 208), the Corporation of Worcester possess 
two highly interesting volumes of the ancient records of their city. The 
first of these, whence the above Ordinances are taken, and the hand- 
writing of which is contemporary with its contents, is a small folio 
volume in a plain strong modern binding, lettered at the back “ Or- 
dinances, Edward IV.," containing fifty-four leaves of parchment, for 


Serjeants and con- 
stables are not to 
be chosen from 
among the 24 or 
48. 


The Bailiffs to be 
chosen from the 
24. 
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rvo.r .• . i» h mitten on both rid c«, with n broad ruled margin. 
p„ |. .1 * r 1 i-f m “ ijiuycm of parchcmyn M (see before, 

j. fir>tilm- of which, inn clear and regular hand, these 

( )j «t»% r> nee written. 1 he Articles LXX X., KXXXI., EX XX II. 
•I «, i^rt - l mi hern %dded later, the style of handwriting and the spelling 
tl i f!* r fivni th« *- • of the foregoing, and they arc not included in the 
«* h; vndcr”*»f the Articles which follows (see before, p. 370). On the 

• % 1. ft on the p :c between the last of these and the Kalendar have 
h-rn m*« rti d six other Articles, — the first only of which is in English, 
tbe re# l U ng in Latin, — written in a close and crabbed hand; these, 
rr' mg eh pc fly to trade, it was not thought necessary to give here. 

rb# vtdumc however contains, besides the Ordinances now printed, 
which were made in the time of Edward IV. (1-167), a body of 44 Ordi- 
tunew, constitucions, & Articles 99 made by the citizens in the twelfth 
)(^rof Henry VII. (1497). The old laws were evidently then “openly 
ruble and declared ” (see before, p. 376), and amendments made where 
found necessary; for these Articles are the same in substance with 
th • of Edward IV., but their arrangement is dilTcrcnt, and various 

* Id, lions and transpositions have been made. Though some of the 
Articles arc fuller, there arc not so many as in the earlier body, their 
number reaching only to thirty-eight, both actually and in the Kalendar 
of their contents, which, as in the first instance, follows them. 

The next leaf illustrates the old mode of taxation in England; it 
contains tables showing the 6um due from Worcester for tenths and 
fifteenths, and the proportions to be paid by each ward within the city, 
at two periods; the first being what was gathered “olim in Wigorn,” 
the second “tempore II. sexti.” Below these arc some fees to city 
officer?. This page seems to have been written out at the same time, 
and is signed with the 6amc name, as the Ordinances of Henry VII. 
Next follow transcripts of several of the old city charters, probably 
6 une of those ordered by Article I. (see before, p. 376), beginning 
with that of Edgar, a.d. 964, headed by a curious short historical pre- 
face, in which the ancient scribe tells us that Worcester was founded 
by Wolf here, King of Mercia, in a.d. 679. The volume is closed by 
a curious table of 44 wages and fees ” to the Town-Clerk, and a minute 
d* ’Cription of the perambulation of the city (the value of which is seen 
in Article IV., p. 378), made, “as in tymes passid,” on 12th April, 
1497. Hiis “ perambulation 99 is printed by Green, Appendix, No. 15. 

Ilie other volume is of a much later date, and appears to be formed 
of two books which have been bound up together by a modern hand ; it 
is lettered at the back “ Liber Leg um . 99 As has been seen, the volume 
ju*t described ib the true Liber Legurn , — the book of ancient laws of the 
city; — the second volume however possesses an independent interest of 
iu own, for it not only brings down the history of the local bye-laws, 
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but it shows the actual working of an important English institution, 
now forgotten. It contains the records of the Courts Leet, or Views of 
Frankpledge, held in the Gild-hall of Worcester, from 1624 to 1710, 
at which the laws of the city were perused, amended, and confirmed ; 
the grand jury-men being frequently pointed out as “The Law- 
makers.” The Leet itself is, in both volumes, often called the “ Law- 
day;” while another proof of the close relations between the muni- 
cipal body of the city and the Gild, is given by the fact that it is, as 
often, spoken of as the “yeld” or even “yeld-marchant” (see before, 
pp. 376, 377, 385). At the beginning of the volume, and again at the 
beginning of the second book, are recited and confirmed a body of 
laws ; for, says the preamble thereto, “ the particular lawes and consti- 
tutions of all Cytties and Corporacions are said to bee the very sinewes 
and strength of the same, and that noe persons comonly proue more 
vncivill and vnwise then those which doe contemne and dispise the 
Authorytie of them.” Many of these treat of the same matters as 
some of the older Ordinances, but though the “Guild-hall” remains, 
the Gild-merchant does not seem to be found at this date. It may be 
that this Gild had become overshadowed by the number of other Gilds 
in the city, for in the preamble to a third recital of laws in this volume, 
made a.d. 1671, for the purpose of obtaining the Justices* signatures 
under the Act of 19th Henry VII. (see before, p. 210), it is stated 
that the citizens and inhabitants of Worcester “ for the greatest part 
are vnited into Guilds, ffraternities, and Brotherhoods.** 

The intimate connection of the Gild with the Corporate body which 
appears by many of the Ordinances of Worcester, is found to have 
existed from the beginning of the Gild. In a Charter of Henry III. 
(a.d. 1227) confirming several privileges to the citizens, it is expressly 
set forth “that they shall have a Gild-merchant with ahanse and other 
liberties and customs pertaining to the Gild.’* In the table of “wages 
and fees” to the Town-Clerk before-named, after the fee “for enter- 
ing the name of anyone when he is made a citizen, ij.ef.,” it is stated 
that “proclamations must be made in the accustomed places four times 
bef)re the holding of the gild [gildam tenendam], that all who are 
citizens and are willing” may appear. Also “there must be written 
upon the door of the chamber all the officers of the gild, and the day 
of the holding the gild, that all who come that way may know when it 
is to be.” The five pageants of the Craft-gilds, with their lights and 
their tapers, were kept up by the yearly attention given to them by the 
grand jury of the Leet (before, pp. 385, 407), and must have much re- 
sembled those of the show-loving men of York (before, pp. 140, 143). 

These old Ordinances here given obviously were not the originals, but 
were, like those of Winchester and others, copied from laws still older. 
This is seen from some of the Articles themselves, which show that 
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ii, r •rr but tl« •• •* of « »1«] tymc" renewed, or made at “ycldcu 
t r^.> !»•«,!• ** (•*• pp j;;, 382. 397). 

A x^l'j.n unjflit be untie n were all the topics of these highly Mig- 
. •live Orthntnr#* du lton. The ollicers of the complete municipal 
it*tferiun*n!* the High HaihlTnnd the Low BaililV; the 2 4 men of the 
upj*r ch*mh»r, wearing the chic-f livery, the 4S men of the commoners, 
1 ♦ 1 *«rr clumln'r, of the (oinmoii Council (see p. 386) ; the alder- 
1 m, chamberlain*, recorder, town-clerk, and serjennts, are all named 
hire. Hath otheis who wire appointed when it was found necessary, as 
tie “judges," and “ nllerors," or assessors of fines (pp. 379, 395); 
ulnle the nlations of the city to the State are recognized by the 
Ordinance* as to the choice and duties of members of Parliament, 
and keeping the peace (pp. 393, 385, 388, 389). As in Winchester, 
bo in Worcester, much heed was given to those things pertaining to 
health and safety; some of the laws as to nuisances were frequently 
rc-itcratcd, and in 1657 the grand jury-men indignantly desire that 
certain laws on that subject “ bee without further delay putt in execu- 
ron,or else wee desire yo u doe never trouble anie more lawmakers, for 
in tyinc, if [one of them be] not executed, and sicknessc comes, it is 
enough to jioyson most parte of the Cittie.” The notes to the Win- 
chester Usages (before, pp. 351, 353, 364) apply also to many of these 
Ordinances which touch on food and trade. 

That these Ordinances were made in the true gild spirit of mutual 
aid among all is strongly shown by those touching clothmakers and 
tilers (pp. 383, 399; also before, p. 352, note) f which betoken a sense 
of the free rights of the working-men not always carried into practice 
even at the present day. And how these laws were neither made in a 
corner nor kept out of sight of all concerned, is very instructively 
t tught by Articles I. and LXII. (pp. 376, 402), according with the 
ancient custom in Kngland, which provided, not only for the full 
absent of the citizens being given to their own laws, but also, for 
the frequent reading and declaration of them among all the people. 

[L. T. S.] 
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III. 

THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR OF BRISTOL. 

[In Mr. Pocock’s MS. volume, from which the following is 
printed (see before, p. 283, note), several pages of other extracts 
from the same book of Robert Ricart precede these articles of 
the “ Office.” They refer to various facts in the history of Bristol, 
but there seems to be a paragraph wanting before what follows. 
This is explained at once, on reference to the original volume 
(which I have had an opportunity of making), where a preamble, 
too long for insertion here, introduces the subject. For a further 
account and remarks, see the General Note. L. T. S.] 

1. I therefore the said towne clerk, in my most hertymaner, 
exhorte and praye all suche worshipfulle persones as hereafter 
shall be callid and electid to the seicle office^, at theire eeasons of 
leysoure to rede or do to be redde and overseen this present 
boke, so that by the ouersight of the same they may the better, 
sewrer, and more diligenter, execute, obserue, and ministre their 
said Office}, in assistyng and mayntenyng the fraunchisej, liber- 
tee}, and laudable custumes foresaide, to the honoure and comcn 
wclc of this worshipfull towne, and all thenhabitaunts of the 
same. 

2. Hit is so, that there hath been alweyes Maires in this 
worshipfull toune seth the Conquest, and byfore, wliiche, — after 
that the castcll of Bristowe was first founded and bylde by that 
noble crle of Glouc’, Rob* Consul, son bastarde vnto king Herry 
Bcauclerk, the yongest son of William Conquerour, — the Mayres 
in that tyme used ycrely on Migliclmas dayc to fcche and take 
theire otlie and charge at the castcll yate of Bristowe, of the 


All the officers are 
exhorted to read 
this book that they 
may the better 
know their duties. 


There have always 
been Mayors in 
this town, 


who formerly took 
their oath and 
charge at the 
Castle gate. 


Tin or i u i or 


41 1 


m <*—» 

(••• M lit 


I m- *-*«! W 


<•* ll *<*%-••*» \*T t 
n» 34b r*% 

»*> — 4 t t» -* 
i Ur-4-) . 

» 4i jojif, In 


»* » s be 

rv 3 


Tb* >liror 
•^4 ♦ t 4 . f«r 


t „i !*J,| C of tli*' snide (\>st<H. And tin* snme vse contynucd 
into tl" omynj! of t lint Hissed prince king Kdwnrdc t*lio 
tl nidi . » liiclie nniciig otliir fraimchisi 3 of liis gode grace 
of iinit id. In liis liononnddo chart res exempt id tlic snide innircs, 
,|ia .ntyneivol tlieym, to feeho their snide charges at (lie 
. tell into of the foresaide Constable, but ordeigned by the 
Mine fn> that tune setluns. every mayre on Mighelnias daic to 
Ik rlmrgid, and take his otlie of his next predecessour in the 
Gin Idclmll of Brbtowo, before all the Cominaltcc there, flbr the 
w hie ho it bathe alweyes sethen be usid yercly, that the iiij. 
Sirgcauntes, wnytyng on the mayre, shall vpon Scint Giles day, 
the first daic of the moncth of Septembre, warne all the worship - 
full men of the Counceill of Bristow to he in theire Counseill 
II otis, at the Guyldelmll of the same, the morowc vpon the daic 
of thexnltacion of the holy Crosse, at thellection of their Mayer 
nnd otliir ofliccrs for the yerc following; every man on peync 
of \.U. y as it was ordeigned in the tyme of Stephyn le Spycer, 
being Mairc in the xviiidi yere of the reygne of kyng Edward 
the thirde. And then in their saide Counseill lious sytting, 
the Mairc, the Shiref, and all theire brethern, fiurst the Claire 
to exhort tlieym all and cuery of tlieym, with a pater noster and 
an ave, to pray the Holly Goste to he at their scid eleccion. 
And tlicrevpon the Mairc, first, by his reason to name and gyve 
his voice to soin worshipfull man of the scidc hows, and after 
hym the Shiref, and so all the house perusid in the same, eucry 
man to gyve his voice as shall please him ; which shal allc he 
wretyn by the townc clerk, and by the same reportc and 
present hym that bathe moste voiscs. Whichc persone so in 
due fotirme electid to he Mairc shal rise fro the place lie sat in, 
nnd come sytt a dextris by the oldc maires side. And after all 
their communications there at that tyme lie shall he worshipfully 
ncconipanyod, with a certein of the scid lious, home to his place. 

3. Item, after all this doon, the seule persone so electid mairc 
simile haue his leysour to make his purvcyauncc of his worshipfull 
Iiouftclioldc, and the honourable apparailling of his mansion, in 
as plisaunt and goodly wise as kan be devised, untill the festall 
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daie of Seynt Mighell Tharcliangell then next folowyng, whatc 
daie that everc he fall in the yere. The seide new Maire then to 
come to the Guyldelialle, accompanyd with the Shiref and all his 
brethern of the Counseill, to feche him at his hows and bring 
him to the saide hall, in as solempne and honourable wise as he 
can devise do to his oune worshippe, and to the honour, laude, 
and preysyng of alle this worshipfull towne. That is to say, yf 
that he haue be maire byfore thenne, he to come in his habite, 
that is to seie his Skarlat cloke, furred, with his blak a lyre hode, 
or tepet of blak felwet, and all tho that haue be mairej in the 
same habite and lyverey, clokid. And if he haue not be maire 
byfore tyme, then he to come withoute eny cloke, in his skarlet 
goune. And all other that haue be maires, the same wise, sauf 
their servants shulle here their clokes after them \ and in the seid 
Guyldehall solemply stonding at the high deise of the same, 
after the stynting of the commen bell, ffurst the olde Maire 
to take his leve of his brethern and of all the comyns ther 
beyng, hauyng his wordes and speking under this maner of 
fourme : — “ Worshipfull maisters and frendes, it is not owte of 
your remembraunce that this daie xii. moneth, I, vnworthy, 
was sworn to be maire of this honourable Citie for this yere 
that is passid. And Sirs, if that I haue done of my negligens 
and Avilfulnes, otherwise then right lawe and good conscience 
wolde to ony man or woman, I will pray theym come to me, and 
I shal be redy to make theym amendys in that I haue offendid 
theym, yf my goodes will suffice therto, or ellys I shal aske 
theym forgevnes in as herty wyse as I can, trusting verilly in 
God they shal haue no grete causej of ferther complaynts. 

4. “ Furthermore, Maisters and ffrendes, I am not sufficient 
ne can not thanke you of your godenes accordinge to youre due 
merits, for in you hath bene trewe obedience to kepe the king 
our alther liege lorde is lawes, and my commaundment in his 
name, at all tymes. ffor whiche, where as I am not able ne of 
power to deserve it vnto you, I pray -vnto- 1 almighty God rewarde 
you with -also- 1 moche joy, prospcrite, and peas, as evir had 
comens and true Cristen people. 


On Michaelmas 
day he shall go in 
state to the Gild- 
hall with the 
Sheriff and the 
Council, all in 
their proper 
liveries. 


The old Mayor’s 
speech. 


He thanks all for 
their obedience. 


1 [These erasures 
made by a later 
hand] . 
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l*n» t Ut nn«»rc. Muiatrr* and HVi n«N, lu re is ft worhliipfnllc 
, t4 : S , A W , <. !u ,% * n t*» In* onn Maire for this yue Comyng, wliiclu- 
<f ).»• ;nto wisdom. by goddea grace, slial refmmnc and 
. rJ« .rile -ncli tiling in I of my svmpilnesse haue not tliioly 
m for** *Mt t \i cut* » I and fulfilled ; and, worshipful! niaisters and 
fn «U. th« holy Trinitee blesse you all and kepe you in pros- 
jwrvu j h .s. and felicite, long to contynewe, and [the Indie 
( M«*te] * (vir he with you. Amen.” 

<k lt< m. after this dene, so standing at t ho soide high deise 
of the Ythhh.iU, lofore all the seide Comyns, the saide olde 
?». lire to ltohle a hoke vnto the seide new maire, and the Townc 
C‘hrk with his hoke to stand vppe, and rede the Maires Othe and 
his charge concerning his oflice. vndre this maner of fiburme. 

7. •* Tims here ye, A. R, my predceessourc maire, and all 
the goodmen of Bristow, that I., It. S., shall he good and true to 
King Edward the flburth, Kyng of England, oure althcr liege 
lorde, and to his heirs and his suecessours, and trewly with all 
my power I shall sane and kepe this his Toune of Bristow, to 
In in and to his heires and to his suecessours. I shall kepe and 
incyntcne the peas of the same toune with all my power. T 
shall reproue and chastice the misrewlcrs and mysdoers in the 
forsaid toune, as lawe and reason wolle, hy my power. The 
fntunehiscj and free custumes whichc both gode in the saide toune 
I ‘'hall incyntcne, and all euell custumes and wronges I shall put 
ftwcv and anyntese, be my power. I shall kepe, meyntenc, 
and defendc, the Wydowes and Orphans of this forseide toune 
sanely in liir rights, be my power. I shall well and truly serue 
the king in the oflice of the Eschetour in J> shire of Bristowc. 
And I shall do the kinges profitc in all thingej that longith to 
inc to he done, bi my konnyng and my power. And I shall 
trewly kepe his rightes which that longeth to the Crowne. I 
shall not assent to destry ncr do no councelement of the kynges 
rightes, nor of his fraunchises. And where I may know the 
kynges rights of his Crowne, be it in landes, be it in rentes, or 

• The word* between brackets are added in the margin in the 
original. 
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in fraunchises, or in sutej concelecl or withdrawe, I shall do my 
trow peyn to repele and reforme it, and, yf I may not do it, I 
shall say it to the kyng or to them, that both of his counseil, 
which I shall be in certcyn* shall sey it to the kyng. I shall 
trewly, and with right, trete the people of my bailly, and do 
every man right, as wel to the poer as to the riche, in that that 
longeth to me to do. And uouther for yhifte, nor for loue, affec- 
cion, promesse, nor for hate, I shall do no man wronge, nor des- 
tourbe no mannes right. I shall take no thing wherthurgh the 
kyng may lese or the kynges right may be destourbed. I shall 
take myne enquestis in open places, and not in prevy place, and 
that by endenture after the purport of the Statute made of 
Eschetours. I shall do my entier payne and diligence to put 
awey, cesse, and destruye, all maner heresies and errours, clepid 
openly lolladries, within my bailly, from tyme to tyme, with all 
my power. And I shall be assistent to the Ordinaryes and her 
commissarie3 of holy chirche, and fauor them and mayntene 
them, atte alle tymes, in all rightfull causes, when I shall be 
therto required by the same Ordinaries or be her Comissaries. 
Also, I shall be helping, supportyng, and fauoringe, to the 
Prioure and his brethern, the prestis of the hous of the Kalenders 
of Bristowe, in all thingej that I may lawfully and honestly do 
of right, as her verray patron, to the confirmacion and defence 
of the rentej, londej, and tenementej of the same hous ; sauing 
euery mannes right. Also I shall holde, kepe, and meyntene all 
laudable ordinauncej, wliiche hath be made and used afore this 
tyme be my predecessours, Maires, Aldermen, Sherifs, and the 
commen counseille of this toune, vnreuokid and vnrepelid ; and 
alle that shalle be made after this tyme, be my pouer welle and 
trewly, vn to the tyme that they be reuokid and repelid by 
the Maire, Aldermen, and Sherifs, and commen counceille of this 
same toune which shall be for the tyme. And I shall do euery 
man right, as well to the poer as to the riche. And all othir 
thinges that longith and perteyneth, as well to thoffice of the 

* One or two of the words in this line are inserted, and others are 
erased. 
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I- hi ‘ And so to ky>so the hoke. &o. 

K. And aft< r this done, the olde Mnirc to dclinor vnto the 

m w iiMiiro the kviigis Swerdo, and his hatto, and the casket with 
the sislo of office, the scale of the Statute of the Staple, the 
hode of the Statute merchant, with other antentiko scales 
cncludod in the same. And then the both maircs to chaunge 
their places, then to avoid the ladle. And all the hole company 
to bring home the new Mnirc to his place, with trompetts and 
clnrvncrs, in as joyful, honourable, and solcmpne wise as can be 
devised ; and there to love the new Maire, and then to bring 
home the olde Maire. [It is ordered at Common Counsell that 
the new Mayor tenne the old Mayor at his owne house and goc 
home with the sword before him afterward.!] 

9. Item, it hath be usid on the scide Michelmassc day, the 
inostc parte of the Counscill for to dyne with the both maires, 
that is to scy, a grete parte of theym with the new Maire, and a 
parte with the olde Maire ; in especial all officers to dyne with 
the olde maire. And after they hauc dyned, to assemble all the 
hole Counscillc at the High Crosse, and fro tlicns the new maire 
and the olde maire, with alle the bole company, to walkc honour- 
ably to Scint Mighcls churche, and there to ofTre. And then to 
retonic to the new Maires lions, there to take eakebrede and 
wync. And then, cuery man taking his leeve of the Maire, and 
to retray home to their evensong. 

10. Item, it hath be usid, that on the morowe upon Michcl- 
mas day, the new Maire, the Shircf, and certeyn of their 
bretheni, to rcsortc unto the Counter, and there to call afore 
theym the Baillyfs, Touncclerk, Styward, and all the Sergcauntj 
of Bristow, with all the porters of the yatej of the same Toune ; 
and so fro the seide Counter to go to the Ycldehall, there to take 
their otlics after the mancr and forme conteyned in the rede 
bokc, of olde tyme by the common counscill of Bristowc made, 


* The words between brackets have been inserted, 
t This is added in the margin in a much later hand. 
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ordeigned, and to be kept for euer. And thercvpon forthwith 
one of the Baillifs, by the maires commaundement, to go kcpe 
the markett court. 

11. Item, it hathe be vsid, on the thirde day after Michel - 
masse day, after alle suche othes geven to the forseid officers, 
that then the seide Maier to call to hym the most worsliipfull 
of his brethern of the Counseill, to go with hym to the yelde- 
hall, there openly to be redde the Shirefs commyssion, the 
dedimus potestatem, the wryt of attendaunce ; and therupon 
the Shiref to take his othe, after the forme and effect of a 
Cedule sende fro our Soueraigne lorde the kyng, enclosid within 
the seid dedimus potestatem, if so be that it be then y-come. 

12. And the same tyme, in semblable wise, there to be redde 
the Maires Commission of the Staple, with the dedimus potes- 
tatem, and vpon the same the Maire there to take his othe, 
after the ffourme and effect of a Cedule enclosid withyn the 
seide dedimus potestatem yf it be then y-come. And the ij 
conestable} like wise. 

13. Item, it hath be vsid, that the Maire the same daie shall 
kail byfore hym all his Sergeaunte}, and to make theym bryng 
yn their suertees to be bounde with theym vnto the seide maire, 
euery of them in their seueral obligacion, of x.li. or xx marcs 
of their good abering and trewe executing of their office} during 
that yere, as wele in the Staple court as othirwyse, for to make 
due levey, and truly pay and content almaner of ffynes, issue}, 
mercementc}, condempnaciones, and executiones, at eny tyme 
had and recovered in the seide Maires Court, vnto the seide Maire 
and to such persone} as the seide recovrees belongeth to of right. 

14. And in semblable wise, the same tyme, to kail byfore 
theym the Shirefs 5 Sergeaunt}, and to be bounde in lyke wyse 
vnto the Baillyfes, for the yer folowyng. 

15. Item, it hath be vsed, on the iiij th daie aftir Mighelmas, 
the seide newe Maire to let sornmen all the chauntry precstis 
whos composicions are enrolled in the rede boke ; that is to seie, 
Everard le ffrenshe his precstis, Richard Spicer his prestis, 
John Spicers preest, John Stokes prest, Water fframpton is 
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|. riiaoml Blank* It* presto, Thomas Hulloxvoyes prorstc, 
J,.| .1 Burton* pn hi, William ( anx nges pn ostes, .lolm tthipwurdes 
jn*t< ml Tliuiiuts Bowlcv is presto, to com before the Mu ire 
to the CoiinO i\ there to take their othes, truly to obserue their 
Mri<lc ci»in|H^icioUs ; and tlieire seide otlie.s It) he made vmler 
this forme, tliat is to seie, curry of them to ley his lyfte linrnl on 
tin Indio, ami his right e hamle on his breste, nmkyng his othe 
|h r saiieta eiumgelia ami per x’erba saccrdotia. 

16. Item, it hath be vsitl, the said iiij 1,1 day after Michelmas 
dnio, and fro (liens fertile, the seide Maire to let somon all the 
mnUters of the linkers, Bruers, Bochcrs, and of all other eraftes 
of the Toxvne, to come by fore hym, and then to go and assemble 
them ntt their Indies and places accustomed, to thellcccion of their 
Ministers for the ycr foloxvyng ; and thcrupon to bryng tlieire 
seide Ministers and present them before the Maire, j^cre to take 
their othes in the maires presence, after the form conteyned in 
the Bede boke. And tlierupon the seide maire to comniaunde, and 
see to be doon, that eucry of his Scrgeauntes duly thcrafter 
bryng before hym, of every xvarde of Bristow, as many gode and 
wele disposal personej to be swore constables for the yer 
foloxvyng, as every xvarde will of right aske, and require, by the 
di.MTceion of the saide maire. 

17. Item, it hath be x'sid in the seide toune, that the 
Satirday next after the markett court done, the Maire to do 
to he proclaymed, all the articles of the commen proclamacions 
of all vitaillers, and othir thyngej, of olde tjmes ordeigned, by the 
common counscill of Bristoxve, to be proclaimed xvithin the same 
toune. And thcrupon the seide Maire to procede to all his courtes, 
of alinancr accions personely bifore the Maire and Shiref, or 
hifore the Bailyfs for the tyme beyng to be liolde. And tlier- 
upon to sett and proclayme the daies of Assise and pleas of land, 
vndre this forme, tliat almancr of pleyntifs and defendaunts 
dcmauiidants and ten aunts, that hauc a do before the Maire and 
the Shiref of Bristoxve, or the Maire and Baillyfs of Bristow, in 
cny assise or in eny othir plee of lande, that they keep their 
daie in the Guyldehall of Bristoxve. 
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1 8. Item, it hath be vsid, that within a moneth aftir Mighel- 
mas-day, the Maire, Shiref, and Baillyfs of Bristowe, to holde 
their lawe day in the Guyldeliall, by the Toune clerk of the 
same Towne, there to call, furst the hole counseill of Bristowe, 
withoute eny mercementej, and after that to call all free holders 
and commen sewters, vpon peyne of their mercementej, and 
then to call the constables of euery warde. And so to proeede 
to his enquests. And when the seide Toune clerk hath engroeed 
his lawe daye, then within vij or viij daies vpon that, the seide 
Maire, Shiref, and Baillyfs, to holde their fferyng day, and ther- 
upon the seide Toune clerk to make vp his Stretys vnto the 
Baillifs, keping a Registre of the same to remayn with the 
Maire, as of olde tyme it hath be vsid and aecustumed. 

19. Item, hit hath be vsed, vpon All Halowen day the Maire 
and the Shiref of Bristowe, after dyner, to assemble with all the 
hole counseill, at the Tolsey, with many othir gentils and wor- 
shipfull comeners, such as apperith there at that tyme, and fro 
thens to go in to All Hallowen chirch, there to offre, and fro thens 
to walke, all in fere, vnto the Maires place, there to haue their 
ffyres and their drynkyngs with spiced Cakebrede, and sondry 
wynes ; the euppes merilly seruyng aboute the hous : and then 
fro thens euery man departing vnto his parish chirch to evensong. 

20. Item, the morowe vpon All sowlen day, the Maire is vsid 
to walk to Redclyff, and the Toune clerk with him ; there to 
sitte in Audite vpon William Canynges ij chauntryes, and the 
Yicorye and the Propters with them. And aftir the seide 
Audyte is fynesshid, the Towne clerk to entre tliaecompte of the 
same in a boke there, callid Canynges liger, and there the Maire 
to receyve 1 noble, the toune clerk xx.d., the swerdberer viij. A, 
and the four Sergeauntej of the Maire xvi.A 

21. And fro that day fforth, the Maire, Shiref, and othir officers 
to go and kepe the generall Obites, liolden in the said Toune, 
as wele in winter as in somer, and to receyve their ffees at the 
seide Obytes, as is notid here folowyng in this present Boke, all 
the.seide Obitej and the ffees and rewardes of the same. 

22. Item, on Scynt Clementej even, the Maire, Shiref, and 
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t K« ir btvthcrn. hnuo vsid to walke to Seynt dementis chapell 
n .’thin (he lh rt lu'us : there to hire their evensong, ami on the 
iimrowe their nmw, nml to oflre there. 

2 An<l on Se\nt Kateryns even, in seinltlahlo wyse, the 
wiiih Mai re ami Shiref ami their brethern to walke to Seynt 
Kntcrnw Chajiell within Temple ehnrch, there to hire theire 
c\< nsong ; ami from evesong to walke vnto the Kateryn hallo, 
tin ire to be worshipfnlly rceeincd of the wardeyns and brethern 
of the same ; and in the Italic there to have theire fires, and 
tlnir drynkvngs, with Spysid Cakebrcde, and sondry wynes ; 
the enppes merelly filled aboute the lious. And then to depart, 
omry man home; the Maire, Shiref, and the worshipfull men 
redy to reeeyue at their dores Seynt Kateryns players, making 
them to drynk at theire dores, and rewarding theym for theire 
playes. And on the morowc Seynt Kateryns day the Maire, 
Shiref, and theire brethern, to be at the Temple churche, and 
fro thens to walke with the procession aboute the Towne, and 
retornc to the seide Temple churche, there to hire masse, and 
oflre. And then euery man retray home. 

24. Item, on Seynt Nicholas Eve, yn semblable wyse, the 
Maire, and Shiref, and their brethern to walke to Seynt Nicholas 
churche, there to hire theire eve-song : and on the morowc to 
hire theire masse, and oflre, and hire the bishop’s sermon, and 
have his blissyng ; and after dyner, the scide Maire, Shiref, and 
theire brethern, to assemble at the mairej counter, there waytyng 
the Bishoppes comming ; pleyeng the meane whiles at Dyce, the 
towne clerke to fynde theym Dyce, and to have id. of every 
Bnphill ; and when the Bishope is come thedir, his chapell there 
to synge, and the bishope to geve them his blissyng, and then he 
and all his chapell to be serued there with brede and wyne. 
And so departc the Maire, Shiref, and theire brethern, to hire 
the bishopes evesonge at Seynt Nicholas chireh forscid. 

25. Item, the morowc vpon Seynt Nicholas day hit hath 
he vsid the Baillifes of Bristowe to make dcliuree of the 
Towne ray lyvcrcies vnto all th officers of the same, in maner 
and fonne folowyng ; that is to sey, to the Tounc clerk, 
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xlij. rayes, and as moche pleyne clothe accordyng ; and to 
his clerk, xxxij. rayes, and the playne cloth accordyng. To 
the Steward, xlij. rayes, and as moche pleyne clothe acord- 
yng ; and to his clerk, xxxij. rayes, and the pleyne clothe 
accordyng. To the Towne Attorney, xlij. rayes, and as moche 
pleyne clothe accordyng. To the Swerdeberer, xlij. rayes, and 
asmoche pleyn clothe accordyng. To euery of the Maires Ser- 
geauntej, and of the Shirefis Sergeauntej, xxxvj. rayes, and the 
pleyne clothe accordyng. 

2 6. The Paiementes by the Baillyfes of Bristowe yerly to be Yearly payments 

# J J by the bailiffs to 

paide, to the Maire, Shiref, Recorder, and othir officers, ayenst the cit y officers, 

1 _ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ J about Christmas 

Christmas. All to be paide, except the Pencions to be paide time - 
quarterly. 


Inprimis to the Maire, xii. yerdes of To the Mayor. 


Skarlet, price viij.?i. 

Item for his ffurre x. marcs. 

Item for his wyne v. marcs. 

Item for his pencion xx.li. 

Item for his mynstralles v. marcs. 

Item at Seint Georges ffest ij. torches. 


Summa xlj./i. vj.s. viij.c?. 


Item to the Shiref, x. yerdej Skarlat, price vj./i. xiij.s. iiij.c?. To the Sheriff. 


Item for his furre v.li. 

Item at Seynt Georges fest ij. torches. 


Summa xj .1%. xiij.s. iiij.c?. 


Item to the Recorder, x. yerdes skarlat, 

price 

Item for his pencion 

Item for his furre 

Summa xix.?i. xiij.s. iiij.c?. 


To the Recorder. 

vj .li. xiij.s. iiij.c?. 

x.li. 

nj.li. 


Item to the Towne Clerke for his pencion iiij.?i. 

Item for his furre vj.s. viij.c?. 

Item for his parcliemyn, wax, and wyne. . xx.s. 
Summa v.li. vj.s. viij.c?. 
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Itrin t<> tlu Summit* for his peneion liij.s. iiij.r/. 

Item for his furrv v j«- 'iij.i/. 

It. in for his pn|«r and parchment vj.s. viij.i/. 

Item for lii-s wa lie ij-i*. viij.i/. 


Suninm iij.Zi. ix.s. iiij.d. 
Item to the Towne Attorney for his pen- 


eion iij./t. 

I tun for his flurro vj.s. viij.cZ. 

Sinnimi iij.ZZ. vj.s. viijyZ. 

I tun to the Swerdherer for his pcnciou . . iij.ZZ. 

Item for his flurre vj.s. viij.cZ. 

Suinma iij.Z/. vj.s. viij.cZ. 


Item to the precst of Scint George for his 

pencion viij. marcs. 

( iiij. ycnlcs brodc 

Item for liis gowne and a bode < , , 

l clotlie. 

Summa v.Zi. vj.s. viij.cZ. 

27. Item, hit hath he vsid, tlic Maire of Bristow anon after 
mighehnas, to do calle byforc liyrn in the yeldc hall, or coun- 
scill lions, all the Bakers of Bristowc, there to vndirstand wliate 
stuff they hauc of whete. And after, whatc sise they shall bake, 
and to assist and counscil theym in theire byeng and barganyng 
with the Bagcrs, such as bryngeth whete to towne, as wclc in 
trowys, as otherwysc, by lande and by watir, in kcpyng downc of 
the market. And that the Bakers lak no stufi'c, in cspeeiall ayenst 
the fest of Christmas, and at suche tymes as many straungers 
rcsortith to the towne. And the Maire, dyuers tymes to ouersec 
the weyeng of bredc, at such seasons as he thynketh necessary 
and requisite, aftir his discrecion, or vpon compleyntc} made 
vnto liyrn for the same. And that the Bakers cuhaunce not 
their si.ses above vj/Z. at ones, according to the statute, &c. And 
whatc Baker that brekith the sise, to be punysshed, aftir the con- 
stitucion of the Towne, as apperith here folowyng in this present 
bokc. 
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28. Item, hit hath be vsid, in semblable wyse, the seid Maire 
anon aftir Miglielmas, to do calle byfore hym in the seide 
Counseill hous, all the Brewers of Bristowe; and yf the case 
require that Malt be skant and dere, then to commen there with 
the housholders of Brewers' vpon a wise prouision to be made 
for the reformaeion of the same, and to bryng malte to a lower 
price, and that such price as shall be there sette by the maier 
vpon malte, that no brewer breke it, upon payne of xl.s., for- 
feitable to the chambre of the Toune. And the shyftyng daies 
of the woke, specially the Wensdaies and Satirdaies, the Maire 
hath be vsid to walke in the morenynges to the Brewers howses, 
to oversee theym in seruyng of theire ale to the pouere commens 
of the toune, and that they have theire trewe mesurej ; and his 
Alekonner with hym, to taste aud vndirstand that the ale be 
gode, able, and sety, keping their sise, or to be punysshed for the 
same, aftir the constitucion of the Toune, as apperith folowyng in 
this present boke. 

29. Item, it hath be vsid, the maire this quarter specially to 
oversee the sale of wodde commyng to the bakke, and to the 
key, and to sett price vpon the same by his wyse discrecion ; and 
that no wodde there be solde vntil the price be sett vpon it by 
the saide maire, ne none to be deliuered there byfore ne aftir a 
certein houre by the seide Maire lymitted. And that all grete 
wodde, callid Berkley wodde, be dischargid at the key beyond 
the Towre there, and all smalwodde to be dischargid at the Bak. 
Prouydid alweys that the woddesillers leve not the bak all 
destitute and bare of wodde, ne soffir not the halyers to hale it 
all awey, but that they leve resonable stuff upon the bak fro 
spryng to spryng, to seme the pouere people of penyworthes and 
halfpeny worthej in the neep sesons, vpon peyn of punysshyng, 
as wele the seid woddesillers, as the seid halyers, by the discre- 
cion of the seid maire. 

30. Item, that all maner of colyers that bryngeth colys to towne 
for to sille, smale or grete, that they bryng their sakkes of juste 
mcsure, according to the standard, for the which the maire is 
vsed this quarter to commaunde the standard mesurc3 to be sett 
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chants must not 
allow the porters 
to carry it all 
away, so that the 
poor may be 
served. 


The standard 
measures for coals 
to be set up this 
quarter. 
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i» diurr* pU f thi« Tonne, ns at the High Crosse, the Briggo 

, . r > r, *i>'l StalW'o Cn- ho, so that every Mile he trycdnml prnviil 
t !-• nn I hold* n < molt ; and the ij. sakkes to liolde a quarter, 
v li ,t*. . vir the price he, vpon peync of hrennyng of the sahltes 

1 | •arte of the eohs, and a parte to he distributed to pore follces 
if the Alims bowses. 

ji. linn, it hath he vsid, the Maire and Shi ref of Bristowc 
to hi ]>e theirc due residence at the Counter eticry fTeryall 
dav, nswde hvfore none ns afternone, except the Saterdnies 
afternone and otliir festyual evis afternone, and to he there 
at viij. lit the clolt mid sitte untill xj., and attc ij. afternone, 
sittyng untill v., for to liyre compleyntcs and varyaunces 
l*etwe»c parties and parties, and to disccrne and detennyn 
the same after theirc discrecion, and, by thaduyee of tlieirc 
hre them there beyng with them, to sett parties in rest and 
ease bv theirc advertisement, compromessc, or otherwise; ynlcss 
then it so requyre that they must remit tlicym to the lawe, as 
they can be aduysed by the Recorder if lie be present, or by the 
Town clerk in his absence; which Audience kcpyng by the Mai re 
and Sliiref in the snide Counter, is the grettyst prescruacion of 
peas and godc rule to be liaddc within the toune and shire of 
Bristowc that can be ymagened, for yf it wer anywliiles discon- 
tynewid, there wolde right sonc growc grctc inconvcnyence 
amongst thenhabitnuntc‘3 of the same, which God forbede. 

32. Item, the Maire and Sliiref of Bristowc shall, by vsage 
this quarter and ccason by fore Christmas, kepe theirc Aduent 
scrmondcs ; that is to sey the furst sonday of Aduent, which 
fallith alweics the sonday next after Scynt Lyues day the bisshop 
in Noucmbrc, at which furst sonday the scidc Maire and Sliiref, 
with theirc brethern, shall walkc to the fFrere Prcchours, and 
there byre theirc Scrmonde. And the next Sonday therupon, 
they shall lore sennondc at the ffrcrc menors, and the tliirde 
Sonday at the flrerc Prcchours. And the fourthc and lastc 
Sonday of Aduent at the frere menors. And there to make 
an end of Aduent Scrmondcs. 

33. Item, the Maire of Bristowc shal, by vsage this quarter 
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the next markctt day byfore Christmas daic, or cllis on Christmas 
eve, do make open proclamacion for gode rule and govcrnaunce 
to be hadde and kept within the saide town, duryng the holy 
dayes, under this maner of fforme : — 

34. “The Maire and the Shiref chargen and commanden, on 
the kyng our souuerain lordis behalf, that no maner of personne, 
of whate degree or condicion that they be of, at no tyme this 
Christmas goo a mommyng with cloce visaged, nor go aftir 
curfew rong at St. Nicholas, withoute lighte in theirc handes, 
that is to sey skonce light, lantern light, candel light, or torche 
light; and that they goo in no wyse with wepyn defenssibly 
araied, wherbye the kinges peas may in eny maner wise be 
broken or hurt, and that vpon peyn of prysonment, and makyng 
ffyne and raunson to the kyng.”* 

35. Item, an other proclamacion for conseruacion of the 
kynges peace, — ordeigned, stablisshed, and enacted by the corn- 
men Counseile of Bristowe, to be proclamed at all such tyme 
as the maire and the Shiref for the tyme beeng shall tliinke 
it necessarie ; in especial ayenst gode tydes and feestys, as 
Christmas, — is to be proclaimed in this wyse : — 

36. “ The Maire and the Shiref chargen and commaunden, on 
the kyng our souverain lordes behalf, that no maner of persone 
or persones go nor walke within this town of Bristowe, with 
no Glaythes, speerys, longe swerdys, longe daggers, custils, 
nother Basjelardes, by nyght nor by day, whereby the kinges 
peace in any maner wyse may be trobbelid, broken, or offendid, 
but the personnes that bith officers and othir that commen 
ridyng into the towne, or goyng oute of the Towne ; and that 


be made at Christ- 
mas, for peace 
during the holi- 
days and the reign 
of the Lord of 
Misrule. 


Go not a mum- 
ming with masks. 


After curfew go 
not without lights, 
nor armed with 
weapons. 


A general procla- 
mation for peace. 


We charge you go 
not armed within 
the town by night 
nor by day. 


* This proclamation seems to have been directed against the abuse of 
the popular sports which obtained during the festivities of Christmas. 
The Lord of Misrule, “ beginning his rule at All-hallow eve, continued the 
same till the morrow after the Feast of the Purification, commonly called 
Candlemas Day, in which space there were fine and subtle disguisings, 
masks, and mummeries ” (Strype’s Stow’s Survey, Bk. i. p. 252) ; and mum- 
ming with visors, t€ cloce visaged/’ was especially a Christmas custom ; 
sometimes turned to evil purposes. See Brand’s Pop. Antiquities, i. 
r . 356. [L.T.S.] 


Tin omcL op 


v:* 

\ j.iii \ h \\\ of rtorfvitmv of (h.’iirc woopyns, and theirc bodyrH 
O — to |rri«' i). To the ncooiuplv.sshmont of the whicho pmnyssos, 
’ * tin \|nin\ Shin f, ami common counscilc of Bristowc forscid, 
c!i .» r£cn and cuimmiunden all manor burgoyscs of this Towne of 
P.r^towr, on the k\ ng our souernigne lord is bchulfe, to he 
n \ d \ nc. lulling, siipportyng, mcntcyning, and flavouryng, to 
the execution of tlie same, and that vppon peyn that may or 
Yi oil befall thcrcupponA 


GENERAL NOTE. 


Bristol, long only second to London in the kingdom, is, it is well 
known, rich in historical records and city muniments, parts of which 
have at times found their way into the hands of some who have appre- 
ciated their public value. She was remarkable in having among her 
(bids one devoted to keeping “ the ancient recordes and inynaments, 
not only of the towne, but also of other societies in other remote places 
of the kingdome;” whose history, could it be written, would be one 
of the most curious in England ; the unhappy burning of whose 
library, in a.d. 1466, is recorded before, p. 287. (See also Dallaway’s 
Antiquities of Bristow, p. 35, vote). There seems a note-worthy fitness 
of things in the circumstance that Robert Ricart (or, as some call him, 
Ricaut), the Town Clerk who wrote this most interesting record here 
printed, which adds another instance of the working of the Gilds with 
corporate bodies in towns, should have been himself a member of the 
ancient brotherhood of the Kalendars of Bristol. This fact is men- 
tioned of him by nearly all the histories, upon what authority is not 
stated, hut the inference seems that he so speaks of himself in some of 
his writings. (See Pryce, p. 619; Rogers’ Calendars of A1 Hallowen, 
Brystowe, p. 165; and others.) 

Since the first two Parts of this volume passed through the press, 
under my father’s eye, 1 have been enabled, owing to special circum- 
stances and the courtesy of several gentlemen in Bristol, to examine 
the original work from which Mr. Pocock’s MS. was taken, and to 
make a careful collation of this print. To those gentlemen, among 
whom 1 may mention the Town Clerk of Bristol, my best thanks are 
due for the facilities they afforded me herein, by which means I have 
been able, happily, to render this portion of the work more complete 
than was otherwise possible. 
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In Mr. Pocock*s MS., an extract from the beginning of Rieart’s 
Chronicle states that “the Mayor Spencer, 18 Edw. IV. [a.d. 1479], 
commaunded me, Rob. Ricart, the same yere electid and admitted into 
the office of Town Clerk of the said worshipfull towne, for to deuise, 
ordaigne, and make this present boke for a remembratif evir hereaftir, 
to be called and named the Maire of Bristowe is Register, or ellis the 
Maire is Kalender.** (This, in the original, continues as follows) — “ In 
the which boke is and shalbe enregistred a grete parte of the auncient 
vsages and laudable custumes of the saide worshipfull towne, tyme 
oute of mynde vsed and exercised in the same; which boke in sub- 
stance shal rest vpon vj prineipall matiers.” The subjects of these six 
“ principal matters ” or Parts is then set forth at some length, the 
design of the book apparently being to give a history and descriptive 
account of the city. What is here printed is the fourth of these Parts, 
four pages only having been left out, some of which are cancelled, and 
seem to be in a different writing. It is stated by Barrett that besides 
this Register Ricart was the author of “ many curious notices we have 
in the two red books, the book of wills, orphans, &c.** (Hist, of 
Bristol, p. 456). See also Corry and Evans* Hist, of Bristol, vol. ii. 
p. 285, to the same effect. One of these “ red books ** is referred to in 
Ordinances 10, 15, and 16 (before, pp. 416, 419). The “little Red 
book ” I have seen, and one among the many points of interest con- 
nected with it is, that an inscription on parchment, on the outside of 
the volume, bears the veritable signature of Ricart himself. 

Seyer, in his “ Memoirs Historical and Topographical of Bristol,** 
thus describes the “Maire is Ralender.’* “ It is a thick folio, in good 
preservation, well written, partly on vellum, and partly on paper, 
ornamented with rude portraits of the kings and several other paint- 
ings of the same kind. . . . About the beginning of Henry VII.’s reign 
the handwriting changes, and the chronicle is continued by different 
persons nearly to the present time.** (Pref., pp. xi. xii.) The part 
containing the “Office of the Mayor,** is also adorned with a very 
curious painting on vellum representing the ceremony of installation. 
The paragraphs are not numbered in the original, but figures are here 
inserted for the sake of convenience ; and for the same reason the few 
side-notes there occurring are here omitted. 

Ricart’s Kalendar, or even this portion of it, has never before been 
printed. Seyer and Barrett quote short passages; other authors only 
allude to it; but Evans, in his compendious little work, under the 
date 1503, when he says Ricart ceased to be Town Clerk, gives the 
best account of any in a short abstract of the “ Office ** (Chrono- 
logical Outline of History of Bristol, p. 127). Barrett (p. 121), 
followed by Mr. Lucas in his “ Secularia ” (p. 1 15), quotes a part of a 
speech made by the Mayor on going out of office (apparently another 
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wr-n .1 ..r tU( pn* n Im forr on j>. 41;, t, but without giving any nulhority 
f *r tW Uium. 

llrrc ran \>c no doubt that Kicnrt, writing down these Articles or 
Ord»r%*nc* * touchmi: the officer* and government of the town “for a 
rc:n«rnbr%Uf evir lu rraftir/’ and exhorting his fellow-officers to study 
them { w before, p. 41$). copied them from some older and well-known 
Wwn, united i* shown by several of the Ordinances themselves (10, 
mi, tiwl by the phrase used at the beginning of many of them, “bit 
h«th be um(L m They form no exception in this respect to the other 
r \amplt*> of ordinances given in this volume. It maybe remarked 
that Kicnrt actually has written them down in the order of the Calendar 
according to the modern sense of the word, beginning with 1st 
K. ptember and ending at Christmas. 

Incomplete as this body of Ordinances is, many of them contain 
provisions as to matters concerning the general welfare and good 
municipal government parallel to those of Berwick, Winchester, and 
Worcester; ordinances of which the best example hitherto published 
U found in the Liber Alims of London. But the most important point 
as regards the subject of the present volume is, that these ordinances 
show the amicable connection of the Craft Cilds with the corporate body 
of the city, the Mayor evidently having possessed a ministerial function 
in confirming the election of the masters of the crafts (see Ord. 16), 
similar to that which he exercised as to the ordinances of the Gild of 
Fullers (see before, p. 286). The famous Gild of Kalendars held 
a high and honourable place in the good graces of the city (see before, 
pp. 2S7, 417), and the relation of the officers of the corporation with 
other crafts appears to have been of much the same sort as it was in 
Worcester (Ordinances 27, 28). The crafts also appear to have 
attended the Mayor and other officers on vigils, as they did in Worcester 
(before, p. 408), and to have found it thirsty w r ork, for Barrett (p. 125) 
cite* from “the great White Book ” that “20th May, 28 Hen. VI., it 
was ordained by Wm. Canynges, Mayor, and the Common Council, 
that the drinking at St. John’s and St. Peter’s nights should be wholly 
to persons of crafts, going the nights before the Mayor, Sheriff, and 
other notable persons ; and that the Mayor and Sheriff on forfeiture 
of five marks a-picce, the one at St. John’s night, the other at St. 
Peter’s, should dispense wine to be disposed of to the said crafts at 
their halls: viz. to the weavers and tuckers each 10 gallons,” enu- 
merating 26 crafts, who w r ere to have 94 gallons of wine among them. 
Hie “ Canynges” here named was the celebrated William Canynges, 
the merchant of Bristol, four times her Mayor, and her benefactor 
in many ways ; also the munificent restorer of Redcliff church, where 
he founded two chantries (sec before, pp. 416, 421). 

Like Worcester, Bristol also had a Gild Merchant, for according to 
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Barrett “it appears by the great Red Book of Bristol, p. 30, that the 
Mayor, bailiffs, and commonalty had a free guild of merchants in the 
town and suburb from time beyond the memory of man, and all things 
belonging to a guild ” (p. 179). What further discoveries this “ great 
Red Book ” has to disclose must however await a future time. 

The lover of old English manners and customs will find in Ricart’s 
quaint descriptions of ceremonies and of what we are accustomed to 
call “ sports,” but which were evidently matters of seriousness, much 
to gratify his curiosity and study. Much light is thrown upon Ordi- 
nances 18 to 22, and 30 to 32, by passages too long to quote here, in 
Strutt’s “ Sports and Pastimes,” pp. 339, 346 ; and Brand’s “Popular 
Antiquities,” vol. i. pp. 308, 321-336. 

[L.T.S.] 


Tin: COSTOMAKY OF TETTENIIALL REGIS.* 


A Trow coppy of t lie Costomary of tlic manner of Tcttcn- 
1 luill regis, coppied out of one taken out of the Original], 

the 2 2 (1 of July 1604. 
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1. Imprimis, the tenants do say: that A baylifie must be 
Chosen by his ncighbars, from yearc to ycarc, of the best and 
Ablest men of the manner : and bcsid they saye, no Clarke nor 
Smith shall be baylyfe to scarve. 

2. Item, they saye, whosoever of the mannor dye, the lord 
shall haue his best oxe or cowe, and all his masculcn horses : of 
tlire swine, he shall haue one; and of flue, one; and of tenn, 
twoe ; and no more if he haue an hundred : and so of bees and 
such other. 

3. It: whosoever sitteth upon the ground of any man, and 
yeihleth to the lord a peny or haulf pony, or more or lessc, the 
lord shall haue an hariot of him as of another, and 1 the second, 
*ineane lord the therd. 


* As before stated (p. 348), two copies of the Customary were kindly 
placed in my father’s hands. The text given here is that of the older of 
the two. This is written in the bad hand of the early part of the seven- 
teenth century ; in several instances the transcriber by a slip of the pen has 
ini**cd out words or parts of words, thus making the sense very obscure. 
I'y m ans however of the later copy these omissions are able to be filled 
up, and doubtful readings be made clear, which I have done by inserting in 
the margin the added and corrected words, referring to this later copy as 
u Ik TIils copy, while it is more complete, and spelled of course accord- 
ing to the more modem style, contains several variations from the older 
copy, which however consist chiefly of turns of expression not affecting the 
general tenour of the bye-laws. See further, Note at the end. [L. T. S.] 
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4. It: whosoever sittetli on the ground of another tenant, 
yeilding nothinge to the lord or the king, he y* he houldeth of 
shall have the beast 1 beast for an hariot, and the lord the beast 1 
after the Church, or foure pens if it be bequeved 2 him. 

5. What stranger soever. dye in the lordshipe, the lord shall 
have his beast 1 beast for an harriot, or horse if he haue any: and 
if he be an knowne man, the lord shall haue nothing, if his lord 
aske him. 

6. It: every heire, after the death of his father, shall giue, 
for a releife of his land, so much as his father gaue of yearely 
rent, and his rent according to the Statute, and this called a 
dubbel the 3 rent. And if it be land of new parchase, giueing 
nothing to the lord, the heire shall make his fine w* the bayliffe 
to the best. 

7. It: tlie[?/] say, no man may bequeath his lands or ten ent w ch 
he hath to inheritance : but his own new purchase he may be- 
queath to whom he will. 

8. It: no season within the mannor is of force, unlesse it be 
in the full court, by the hand of the baliffe, and be giuen aganne 
by the bayly to him y* hath the right. 

9. Noe widdow shall pay the lord any harriot, unlesse she 
hould other lands then her dowry, or pay other rents to the 
lord. 

xo. It: every widdow shall answare to the heire the third p* 
of the rent, and all other things belonging to the teu ent exept 
shute of courte. 

11. It: if a man purchase with-in the mannor any ten ents , 
the lord 4 have nothing of him but his rent onely, and after his 
death a hariot. 

11.* It: any tenant may sell or giue his tenem is , without any 
harriot giueing to the lord, as well 5 of inheritance as of per- 
chase, and keepe to hime selfe a parcell, and for that pareell 
he shall agree w th the lord for his years rent, and a-peare at 
court. 

* In “ B” this Bye-law is numbered 12, and the rest follow consecutively, 
so that there appear 40 Bye-laws, the right number, at the end. 
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Another custom 
as to heriots. 


[} Best , in B.] 

[ 2 Bequeathed , in 
B.] 

Heriot shall be 
given for a 
stranger. 


The relief for land 
shall be as much 
as one year’s rent. 
Where no rent is 
paid, the fine 
must be agreed 
upon. 

[ 3 The t not in BJ. 


A man may not 
bequeath his in- 
heritance, though 
he may his own 
purchase. 

No seizin is of 
force, unless made 
in full court by 
the hand of the 
Bailiff. 

A widow shall not 
pay heriot for her 
dowry. 


A widow is ac- 
countable to the 
heir for a third 
of the rent, but 
not for suit of 
court. 

Tenements pur- 
chased within the 
manor onlyinvolve 
rent and a heriot. 
[ 4 Shall, added in 
B.] 

Any tenant may 
sell or give a part 
of his tenements, 
without giving 
any heriot. 

[ 5 Lands , added 
in B.] 
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i ; U tr»n. i in nii tli.il] marry a widdnw haueiug land, 
t. 1.,. < th * fn«-h*m of tlir mimnoi\ >\ it liont lycensc of tlio lord 
or hi* l-u lWe, 

i ]. It i\rrv liciiv. after the dentil of liis father, shall hauc 
tl , 1 1 tvst lmiM pot, mid 1 all other implements the host. 

i | It; i-verv widdnw shall lmvc liir dowry, of all lands and 
t ncment* \\ c ^ shoe and her husband [had] together, w** 1 stand 
and 5 warrant* made, but the lieirc shall pleggc hir which hath 
the deeds bv the sight of his neighbors and to the valeu of the 
hold lort. 

15. It: if any whoman have lands or tenem tR J after the 
disease of hir father, by inhiritance or purchase, or by gifte or 
bv eonditione, or for tearm of use 3 , or fee taulc 4 , or by any other 
manner, hir husband, when slice is married, may sell all such 
lands and tonem* 5 , soc that the woman come into the court, and 
there be examined by the bavliffc whether it be hir will or no, 
and that slice lie not constryned ; and then, that doone, yealding 
it up excludcth the woman and hir heire for ever. 

16. It: If any man or woman of the lordshipe shall call any 
n an or woman whore 5 , pay to the lord 2 s., so that he slice or they 
so called come, with twoe honest men, and prove themselves good. 

17. It: if any man or woman 0 call a wedded woman common 
strumpitt, and can not prone it, he shall giue to the lord xij.c/. 
ycild, and make his neighbore amends for the trespasse, so that 
she come to the court as afforesayd. 

18. It: if any man or marre or eate the corne or gras of his 
neighbors, w th his beasts either tyed or keept, be shall giue to 
the lord xij.c/., and make his neighbors amends for the trespasse 
at the sight of his neighbors ; and if he do againe, he shall giue 
the lord 28., and make amends for the trespasse ; and if he do 
"the third time, he shall giue the lord 65. 4c/. 8 , and allsoe 6 s . 4 c/. 8 
to his neighbors for the trespasse. 

19. It: Xo man shall make yates or gapes in the common 
feild, upon the corne or grasse of his neighbors, but by the con- 
sent of [the] commonty ; and if he do, he shall give to the lord 
28. y and to the commonty of the towne 2 8 . 
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20. It: no man shall pasture the stubbell while the corne is 
upon the ground, under the paine of xij.d., except it be upon his 
owne land. 

21. No man of owre toune shall enter upon the stubble of 
any other toune while the corne is upon the ground, exept it is 
upon his owne land, and by the good will of all his neighbors, 
under payne of iij.s. to the lord. 

22. It: no man shall be amerced but by the taxing of his 
neighbours, and according to the trespasse. 

23. It : no man shall be merced for blood drawing, or beareing 
wepons, or for shute of court, or for exsisse 1 of ale brewing, but 
of iij.rf. ; and if the ale be read, and of evell savor and collour, 
then it must be taken into the bayliffes hand, and he shall be 
merced grevousely by the taxing of his neighbors. 

24. All brewers in the like mannor shall charge the ale 
teaster to teast the ale before they sell it, or else they shall be 
amerced. 

25. Every brewer shall giue the ale taster a gallon of the best 
ale when they brewe to sell. 

26. If any man finde himselfe agreved by the hedges of his 
neighbors not lawfully made, he shall take his neighbors ; and so 
many gaps as they then fincle, they present to the bayliffe at the 
next court; and for every gape, the lord shall haue a share or 
iij.d, and allso make amends to him that hath the harme. 

27. Every man that hath sonnes, may set them to crafts 
without lisence of the lord ; and he [shall] giue for every 
manage of his dauter, with-in the mannor, xij.cZ., and without 
the mannor 2 s. } except he can get better favoure. 

28. All the kings tenants may set there houses, rents, lands, 
or tene ut , for the terme of xxx^ years, with out lisence of the 
lord ; but if it be for terme of life, it must be in full court, with 
lisence of a balife. 

29. If any man be lawfully seazed, in full court, of any tenement 
for wright,* one day and one night, he shall never be excluded 


The pasturage of 
stubble. 


The pasturage of 
stubble in other 
towns [or 
parishes] . 


Amercements 
shall be fairly 
made. 

The amercements 
for certain offences, 
and for bad ale. 

C 1 Excise, in 15.] 


The ale-taster 
must taste all ale. 


He shall have a 
gallon of the best. 


Gaps in the hedges 
shall be presented 
at the Court Leet. 


Custom as to set- 
ting out sons and 
marriage of 
daughters. 


Leases for years 
and for life. 

The latter must be 
made in full Court. 


The force of lawful 
seizin. 


* That is, by writ of right. [T. S.] 
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i» t I but b\ tin king* writ, and tenants by (In* judgmt nt 
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3 lu'w the twelve inni shall present nil nrtircls which 
t - \ kitowc to ho tnw ; mill if the stand in dunhtc of any, they 
•I. \ 2 loiw Ii« t nee untell the next 1 day, tell they are to present 
d »\ all** is 

p. No pr« nUtion of Mood drawing or bearcing wepons of u 
rhildo, sliall be presented before hee be twelve years of age. 

32. It : [//'] any presentation be not amended, it shall be pre- 
sented from yen re to yea re, untell it shall be amended, and allso 
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• munis made. 

33. It: if any Inquisition be made by the balife of the assise 2 
fur pnration, 3 and the tenants be not wholy present, then the 
inquest must take no efect untill the tenants present answarc to 
the doing wholy together. In like manner must be donne of 
twelve men. But if it bee taken by the kings writt, for lands or 
tenement, or by office, [am/] the plantyffc and defendant be both 
present, and be contented to abide there sayyngs, then they must 
giuc a virdict without any delaying, 

34. It : if any man wryghttst one of his neighbors for lands or 
tenements, boath shall have their delayes, and no detayneing of 
lands or tennements shall be made, but if it be for default of 
idiewt of partyes : and he that is cast shall giue to the lord 
vi.*. viii.r/., except he that is cast can gett better favoure. 

36.* It: if any man do tey or keep any mare with a yonger 4 
foale, in the winter feild, or lent feild, from the assention day 
untell the nativity of crist, lie shall giue to the lord xij.t/., and 
to the coimnonty 4 of the court of the townie ij.s., as often as he is 
taken : in the like manner of eowes and ealvs. 


• This unintelligible sentence stands thus in “B ,” — “ and if they stand 
in doubt of any, they shall have license untill y° next Court day, and as 
veil they are to present that day ns the first day.” 

t That is, serves a writ of right. [T. S.] In “ B ” the phrase stands, 
“If ary man takes a writ on his neighbour.” 

t In B ” the Bye law 35, below, comes here in its proper numeral 
jdace. There seems no reason why the transposition was made in the older 
copy. 
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37. No wield ow shall put any of 1 liir dowry from the lieire, for 2 
third slieafe, if the lieire will giue as much as annother man 
will. 

38. If any man shall hould lands or tenements of the meane 
lord, and he that houldeth it be willing to sell those lands or 
tenements, in p* or whole, the meane lord shall haue it for his 
monny before any other. 

39. All ould tenants shall haue, severall, all the yeare, a croft 
and a medow, or a place of medow ground, or more if he will : 
but the new tenant may not challenge any by costome, but 
\only] by sufferance of the ould tenants ; but that they leaue to 
tine and keep so that his neigbor be harmelesse by the cattel ; 
but if the[y] be hurt, he shall be greviosely amerced, and largely 
make amends to his neighbor for his trespasse. 

3 5. 3 Item, there is a certayne wood in brewood 4 Kingswood, 
of gift of King J ohn, sometime Kinge of England ; wicth sayd 
wood 5 he gaue to his tenants of Tettenhall, in helpeing and ease- 
ing the ould rent of his tenants. In helping and easeing the 
ould rent, every man hime selfe [gave] in xxxiij.s., as well for 
the sale as the waste. And they did apoynt four men of the 
mannor to keepe the wood, for the profitt of the tenants com- 
modyty 6 of the mannor, and to deliver to the sayd tenants house 
boot and high boot,* as well of oke as of other wood : allso they 
haue ordayned a fforster, by comon cost, to keepe the sayd 
wood to the profitt of the tenants. The king nor his baylife shall 
have nothing of the wood, but only amercements of strangers, at 
the complaynt of the forster : and soe they have houldcn the 
wood [many kings dayes]. 

[Andf furthermore, in the time] of king Edward [the first 

* That is, house-bote and hay-bote or hedge-bote (A. S. liege , hedge, and b 6 t y 
aid, help, or advantage). These were the common rights of copyhold tenants, 
to take the necessary timber to repair houses and “ stuff to make and 
amend hedges ” from the land leased to them. See Coke upon Littleton, 
41b; Termes de la Ley, 195 a> 199 6. [L. T. S.] 

+ In the older copy of the Customary, from the top of the page upon which 
this paragraph was written a large corner has been torn away on the left 
hand. The words within brackets fill up, in “B,” the space answering to 
the gap thus made in the mutilated Bye-law. [L. T. S.] 


The heir shall 
have the refusal of 
the widow’s share 
when on sale. 

[1 Away , in 15, in- 
stead of “ any of.”] 
[ 2 Nor (he, in 15.] 

The middle lord 
shall have the 
refusal, 011 the 
sale of property 
held under him. 


Old tenants shall 
have separate 
common rights, 
and new ones shall 
have them on 
sufferance. 


King John gave 
to his tenants of 
Tettenhall a wood 
to ease their rent. 

3 {sic ) 

[ 4 Ca led, added in 
B.] 

[ 5 I) is for rested, 
added in B.] 

From this every 
man got 33s. 

The tenants ap- 
point four men to 
keep the wood, 
and to deliver the 
house-bote and 
hedge-bote, oak 
and otherwise. 

[ 6 Commodyty , not 
in B.] 

They also appoint 
a forester. 

The king has 
nothing thence 
but amercements, 
and the wood has 
been held thus 
during many 
reigns. 


» s 


Till UhTOMM^ Ot 


' r». I 



»• it art »l** f i, 
W r» m+mm* 4J 


« * i v t lonj Sl'.mki ’*• ] %ouin* uf king [Henry (lie third, came 

«• « Ohnr Ixwnrd. imd, 1»\ licence of the tenants, tooke tlier* 
w .%i [|»U -h of tin' Wood ; and 1 mvuii.no ho was of a htrn]ngc 
h--l. *i.d not of the manor, [they ordnimd him to give to the 
I*r\l n ccrjtnino rmt, mid to he of the hould[ing as the tenants 
u • ro. In like] mnnnor came one Hugh Wrottcslcy, and, hy 
[haw of the tenants, tooke likewise three waste] places of the 
\wkh 1 and because he was of a [strange blood,] and not [of the 
nuuinotir,] they appoynted him to giuc to the lord n [ccrtaijnc 
mit by t lie yeare, [and to] be of the 2 houlding as the tenants 
ware* nltringc. And so they have ordayned and houlden, and 
do hould, 4 from the time of King John untcll this day. 


GENERAL NOTE. 

Thf. original of this Customary is not known to exist. The oldest 
copy known is the one given above, which, as is declared on its title, is 
of the dale of 1604. Mr. Neve’s later copy, from the same original, is 
written on paper which bears the water-mark of 1S17, and as the dif- 
ferences in it go so far as to show that it cannot have been taken from 
this earlier copy, there must have been in existence, fifty years ago, 
cither the original Customary itself or another duplicate of it. In Mr. 
Neve’s MS. (in which the bye-laws are followed by a “true Rent Role” 
of the tenants) mention is made, at the end, of four separate copies, 
one of which is described as “more antient, subscribed by a jury of 
the tenants at a Court Leet; ” the others were all made in 1604. 

Whatever the actual age of this Customary may be, there is no doubt 
that it contains the bye-laws made by the tenants of the manor at their 
I>c€t or I^aw-day, from time to time; and is an important illustration of 
the exercise of the practice of making such laws for their own guidance 
formerly in active use in every neighbourhood all over the country. 
Winchester and Worcester have afforded other instances of the same 
ancient practice, differing from these in details in proportion as the 
corporation and the manor have grown up, different institutions, 
developed from the same original germ. And this leads to the reasons 
for the introduction in this volume of a document that at first sight 
might seem foreign to its subject-matter. Regrets are now unavailing 
that the note, full of research and intimate knowledge of the laws and 
principles upon which English society has rested for ages, which my 
Father intended here, was left unwritten. It must be enough to say 
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now, that be would have explained the methods in use from the earliest 
times, by which, when men met together in their different neighbourhoods 
— parishioners, villaners, citizens and others — they appointed some of 
their own number, sworn to the truth and their duty, to make the bye- 
laws to which all present should assent, and to inquire and see that 
those laws were kept; methods which, anciently having as a principal 
end the maintaining of the peace-pledge and the rights of property, 
continued to be kept up not only, in the words of Lord Coke, “ for 
conservation of the king’s peace, and punishment of common nusances,” 
but that the tenants and resiants should have justice “ done unto them 
at their own doores without any charge orlosse of time ” (4H1 Institute, 
p. 263; 2nd Institute, p. 71). How the spirit which guided them, 
though the forms might be changed, had ruled through these and like 
institutions, from the days when Domesday Book was given in as a 
true record of the finding of the juries of all the country ; to the times 
when the Sheriffs sent in their returns of how men, on their own show- 
ing, demeaned themselves in their social, commercial, and other 
gatherings in Gilds; and again, when the Courts Leet and Courts 
Baron of the most insignificant parish or the most important city alike 
were discharging their duties to themselves and their neighbours ; and 
how it was still the same English spirit of mutual responsibility and 
self-reliance: all this and more would have been clearly shown and 
have been illustrated by quotations from record and manuscript. 

In the absence of this exposition, the following passages from a letter 
published by my Father in the Birmingham Journal of 4th May, 1867, 
will not be inappropriate here, while the subsequent quotations, sug- 
gestively given, will serve to carry on further the story that is told by 
the Customary of Tettenhall. 

“ There were in Birmingham, as elsewhere, two distinct Courts and 
sets of Records ; namely, the Court Leet, with its records, — and the 
Court Baron, with its records. The distinction is important and signi- 
ficant. Every male inhabitant, of fit age, was bound to attend the Court 
Leet, and was liable to be fined if absent. At the Court Baron, only 
those were bound to attend who held land under the custom of the 
manor. Both were popular assemblies ; and the study of the system 
of local self-government, which each of them worked very effectively, is 
one of the most interesting and instructive studies that any lover of 
free institutions can take up. 

“ But the Court Leet was a court chiefly of criminal procedure; while 
the Court Baron dealt with the rights of property, and the course of 
inheritance, and the different obligations that existed between the lord 
of the manor and the owners of land. Each Court had the power of 
making bye-laws; and these bye-laws were of the utmost importance 
to the welfare of every place. No lord of any manor could impose 
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Mr- !.»•«, 1 1 c-u M oi.lv he nunlo in tin* open Court ; and it ic*ud 

tV ( *ut it** If to ilrrUre what the customs of the manor were.” 

1 • u oh • 1 ho < n an in*Uucc of th* emh aliment of such cm toms 
it,:- « •uvbiv ru»u>m#iy.” What next follow show them in use 
in » ?! rr j *U •». «n I fine an instance of how they were declared. 

n. <v •urt U *ls of Hmdic\ in Hertfordshire, extending from the 
i th cf Henry \ III. to the ^Sth of Elizabeth (1523 to 1396), which 
f r 11 nto m\ 1 athei's jk^csmou, are in a very perfect state. 'The records 
of th Court Ix'it and of the Court Baron are sewn up together, but 
though they often appear to have been held on the same day and are 
tl^n recorded on the same strip of parchment, they arc always kept 
entirely distinct. They arc written in Latin, much contracted, ns was 
usual in such documents. At the ‘‘View of Frankpledge with a 
Court ” held on 27th July, in the 1st Edward VI. (154S), a jury of 
thirteen is sworn ; they present upon their oaths that eleven named 
men owe suit to the View [that is, ought to have come to the court] 
and make default, each is therefore amerced. They present “ that 
Humfrey Corston and John floxe are the common bakers of man’s 
bread [in distinction to horse-bread, sec before, p. 366] and have 
broken the assise ; ” also “that Thomas Ravcnsby, John Smythe, and 
Thomas Hamond are the common brewers of ale, and sell by unlawful 
measures [vasa] ; ” also “that the common tipplers sell by measures 
not scaled,” all which offenders are then amerced. On 1 6th April, in 
the 22nd Elizabeth (1580), we find the jury (sixteen men) ordering 
“ that Thomas Atkines shall scour his ditch before the feast of the 
nativity of St. John the Baptist next, under pain of forfeiting to the 
lord, for every yard, iiijc/ ; ” four others are ordered to do the like : it 
is also ordered that “no one shall break the hedges,” that two other 
men shall “ remove their dunghills,” and that “everyone shall ring 
his swine before the said feast of Pentecost,” all under penalties. At 
this I>eet too were chosen, as usual, the officers for the year, constables, 
hcadl>oroughs [capitales plegii], and ale-tasters. At the Court Baron 
of 27th July, 1 st Edward VI., the sworn men of the homage present 
that “ Humfrey Conyngesby escpiire, William Blake well gentleman, 
Henry Coodyerc gentleman, Robert Smythe, Dorothy Pavyor widow,” 
and others owe suit to the court, and, making default, they are 
amerced. Among other presentments, the homage say that a “ rent of 
ten shillings, arising from a certain mill called Watford Mylle,” was 
not paid “on the death of William Davyd to the bailif of the manor;” 
that “ Richard Scott, holding by custom of the lord, has died since the 
la-st court, who at the time of his death held of the lord for himself and 
his heirs, according to the custom of the manor,” certain properties, 
and they declare what heriot is due, and who is the right successor, 
who is then admitted in full court. On the 28th June, 8th Elizabeth, 
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there was held a Court Baron, apparently the first after the succession 
of a new lord to the manor, when the property, and the tenure by 
which each was held of a long list of tenants, were declared. It is to be 
supposed that there was needed some reminder of the customs or bye- 
laws of the manor at this time, for at the next court, held 7th February, 
9th Elizabeth (1566), after the usual business, there is entered on the 
Roll a document which is in facta “ Customary ” of Bushey, the origin 
of which is thus stated : — “ Whereas at the last court the homage were 
ordered, upon their oaths, to present at this next court held for the said 
manor what the customs of the said manor may be, upon certain 
articles then given in writing and in order by the steward of the manor ; 
the homage have come, and present in writing as follows ;* The 
Aunswere and verdytt of Walter Wythe, Robert Blackwell, [and nine- 
teen others] custumary tenaunts of the mannor of Busshey in the 
countie of Hertf., to certayne artycles gyuen them in charge vpon ther 
othes to enquyer of by Andrewe Joyner gent., lorde of the sayde 
mannor, touching and concerning the customes of the seid Mannor of 
Busshey. Imprimis , to the fyrste artycle we saye that no copy holder 
at the tyme of his deathe dying seased of twoe coppyholds hath payde 
any more then one quycke herryott, by the tyme of our remembraunce 
or before, to our knowledge. Item , to the seconde we saye that the 
lorde oughte to haue the seconde best for hys herryott, and the heyer 
the beste. Item , to the thyrde we saye that no coppyholder that doeth 
surrender hys coppyholde oughte to paye any herryott vpon the sur- 
render of hys coppyholde excepte yt be in extremis of deathe. Item , to 
the fourthe we saye that the lords of this mannor haue neuer de- 
maunded, nor any coppyholder payde, any more for ther ffyne then one 
yeres rente of the lande. Item , to the fyfeth we saye that the wedowe 
after the deathe of her husbande shall haue the thyrde parte of the 
rente of the lande. But not the thyrde parte of the lande excepte yt 
be surrendred to her by her husbonde.” The answer to the twelfth 
question lets us into a reason for making a new customary, “we knowe 
not where the courte rolles, rentalls, or customaryes of this mannor 
are remayning, or in whose custodye,” though that the Rolls for a 
period of more than forty years previously were afterwards found is 
proved by their present entire existence. The replies go on through 
a number of customs, too long to give here. 

The Roll of the Court Leet of the Manor of Bromfield, Shropshire, 
for the 2nd October in the 4th year of James I. (1607), also in my 
Father’s possession, after the names of the tenants and jurymen, gives 

* This preamble is in Latin, the “Answer” is in English; besides being 
entered on the Roll at length, an indented copy of the original, signed by 
thfc homagers, is taeked on to the middle of the parchment strip. 
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. j r * *. i. Uncut* and the order* made for each hamlet w illnn the juris- 
d. n f the court. Among these arc the following; — " Ry \V m J,; ino 
an I J dm Karlowc. present \V m Pingcll for dryving cattell throw the 
|or«Uhip. contrary to a former order, whereby lie hath forfotod the 
j- r^e In-fore this la yd down for suehe offenders, the pein being v.v. . . . 
At tin# court, with t has, sent of the horde and tennauts, that all thinhahi- 
tints of tin* lordship yoke or ring their swine sufficiently and soe kepe 
them from tyme to tyme, vpon peine of xijrf. cucry one making default. 

At this court, for avoyding of controversies hetwext \V m Lane and 
I'uch. IVcvan: It is now with the Lords consent, and assent of \V m Lane, 
order 1. that Richard Revan, who hath broken the lords former order 
betwext them, shall hensforth have and repossede two Ridges hitherto 
in controuersye, and so save the sayd Lane from harmes with sufficient 
hedge and diche of his lande adioyning. And this vnder peine of xs\, 
a curia in curiam. ... At this court, for avoyding a controuersye 
betwext John wigley and John Chepp concerning the right vse of a way 
at a place called the water-byde, Richard Genins and George ffaulkoner, 
produced in open court as witnesses for and on the behalf of John Wigley, 
being sworn before the stuardand homage, depose and say as foloweth. 
i . Richard Genins sayth that margory Davies, sometime dwelling on 
Chop street, wold not remove her habitacion onles she might haue a 
way conveniently and quietly to passe from the kings high way to and 
from a pasture called 1 1 ad well, wherevpon Charles ffoxe esquire, 
father of Sir Charles fFoxe knight, and nowe L. of the manor, appoynted 
and gave her a free way out from Iladwell to the kings high way, as 
well vpon the lande belonging to the tenement she had by exchange as 
also v|>on other lande she had by gift and exchange of other landes 
taken by the said Charles ffoxe esquire of John Maunders and Roger 
Hill. 2 . George flauconer likewise sworn, deposeth and sayth as the 
former deponent, that the said Margerie Davies, making an exchange 
of her tenement by commaundment of the said Charles ffoxe esquire, 
had a way for her appoynted and sett down, which is nowe the way 
where the hedge goeth hy, whiche way was over the endes of John 
Preecee, Maunders, and Hills landes, left by Genins who plowed those 
landes. And so the said Margery vsed that way continually during 
her lief. And vpon this the way ordered accordingly. ... At this 
court also, until the agrement of the lorde, it is ordered and concluded 
hy the homage that John Hill shall haue, vse, and occupie the Pytt and 
trees thereon growing, and according as his ancester 3 vsed the same, 
and as his witnesses have proved, wherunto the homage vpon their 
oath haue geaven their verdyct.” 

'Ihescarc but some out of numerous illustrations of the doing of 
‘‘justice at their own doors” by the people themselves, once in use all 
over the land. [L. T. S.] 
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APPENDIX I. 

[Gild of St. George, Norwich.*] 

I N the Worschepe of the Fader Sone and the Holigost, And 
of oure ladi seint Mari And of the glorious martyr Seynt 
George And of alle goddis holy, there was begonne a fraternite 
the 3er of oure lord a M 1 .iij c .iiij xx . and y, the 3ere of the regne 
of king Richard ]>e seconde after the conquest viij., in the 

* From the Rawlinson MSS. in the Bodleian Library, Misc. 1370. After 
the earlier set of ordinances of the same Gild, given before on p. 1 7, was 
in print, this fuller set of ordinances was found among the Rawlinson 
MSS., for a copy of which, and collation of the print, readers of this 
work are indebted to Mr. G. Parker, of Oxford. The original is in the 
form of a book of eight leaves of vellum, 12^ by 8| inches in size, of which 
the edges have been cut, thereby slightly injuring the text. The first 
page is very indistinct, several words being nearly illegible, but with the 
help of the next mentioned, these were able to be made out. 

A third set of ordinances, nearly but not quite identical with those 
printed in this Appendix, is to be found in an “ Account of the Company 
of St. George in Norwich,” taken from Mackarell’s MS. History of Nor- 
wich (1737), and printed in vol. iii. of the Transactions of the Norfolk 
Archaeological Society, a copy of which I have received through the kind- 
ness of Mr. J. L’Estrange of Norwich. The ordinances are said to have 
been copied from a folio MS. belonging to the Company, “Book I, 
marked A,” and so closely resemble those here given as to show they must 
have been taken from the same original. In one point they differ, the 
date of the foundation of the Gild is put as 1324, 18 Edward II., sixty years 
earlier than the date given in the Rawlinson MS., which herein agrees with 
the Return made to Parliament (see before, p. 17). This date, 1324, is pro- 
bably an error of the transcriber ; the Letters Patent and License of Mort- 
main granted by Henry Y. in 1418, cited above, speak of the Gild as 
“for thirty years past and more continually governed,” &c., which points 
to 1385 as the true date. (See Madox, Firma JBurgi, p. 24, ed. 1726.) The 
Gild of St. George grew into great power and importance, and close con- 
nection with the Corporation, as is shown by the “mediation ” made by one 
“Judge Yelverton, betwixt the Mayre, Shreves, and Coalte of the Cite of 


The Gild was 
begun a.d. 1385. 
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( . rlunlir. n( t lie 1m it* mite n* nfnrn the Trinite on tlir 

• - 1 1 1 • ^ili, in Norwich. (Iwirh Frnlcrnito and gyhlo was in 
p*rt v (K»< iK-nl l.o eonstitucions ami unlonaunoos mail withinne 
t • f > i«Ic Qwerfore that seuig, iliuorsc personos wol willid 

..i. l stind to |>o clruooiouno of Jic glorious martyr forsovil, 
vgtlu n iiml j»ui*mii don with gri'te* labour and besincs to the king 
f»r grace to oontinne hir douotmm, and to bane the mime of 
Fraternite nnd (Hide of brothoron and susteron of Sevnt Geunre 

o 

f.r lum and her snceessours euermorc with-outc emlc to en- 
dnnn. Qworforc gracious King Horry the V tc after the con- 
qmM, the jerc of his regno the v t0 , — considering to the good wil 
nnd deuocion of the forscide, and for nugmentacion of more 
deuoeion of his peple to god, and to all his holy, and to the 
glorious martyr Sevnt Georg, and to the fraternite and Gyltle, — 
hat} graunteil, radelied, and be his letteres patent conformed, |>at 
the for-eid fraternite and Gylde of bretheren and susteron jiatarn 
and schulben, to ben a perpotualc communitc fro this time fortli- 
ward ciurelastyng with outen ende, and to hauc and to here 
the name of Fraternite and gylde of Scynt George in Norwich 
with-oute ende. 

Norwyche " ami the Aldennen and bretheren of the Gild, in 1452 (printed 
in the wune Transactions), as well as by some of their ordinances (sec after, 
p. 452). The list of names at the end is interesting for the testimony it 
afford* of the sort of persons who joined the Gild, —men of rank, both lay 
and ecclesiastical, being enrolled among them, and evidently having served 
in \'h office#, — and of the large number these reached. Blomoficld, who 
kiu.K a long account < f the Gild, with several curious inventories, in his His- 
tory of Norfolk (1745), vol. ii., mentions the names of many famous persons 
who belonged to it in different years, among which in 1495 is that of Sir John 
Patton. Many rolls of accounts and books of the Gild are still extant in the 
archives of the Corporation of Norwich, reaching back as far as the reigns 
of Henry V. and Henry YT., and the gleanings from these that have been 
prink-d show its wealth, and the rich stores of goods and jewels used in the 
grand and stately pageants or “riding” of the brotherhood on St. George’s 
day. One among the relics existing when Blomefield wrote was an ancient 
aw- rd of w< od which had “ the dragons head carved at top, sent by King 
Henry \ which used to he carried before the Alderman of the Gild and 
the Mayor of Norwich as the ex-Alderman (vol. ii. p. 894). [F. T. S.l 

* This word is not clear, but stands thus in MackarelFs MS. See last 
note. 
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Also oure gracious King hat3 grauntecl of lies speciale grace 
)?at the brctlieren and sustcren forscide and her successoures 
jerely chese on Alderman and Maistres, for to make and ordeyne 
honest and resonable ordinacions and constitucions, qwicheuer 
[ liem ] thinketh most best and expedient for gouernaunce of the 
Fraternite and Gylde. 

Also to ben cladde in o sute of clothyngge. And to kepe hir 
fest in competent place be the alderman and maistres assigned. 
And also for to haue a comoun seale. 

Also the King of his most plenteuous grace hat3 graunted and 
leue 3euen for him and his eires, to the Alderman bretheren and 
susteren and to successours of the fraternite and Gylde, that thei 
mown purchace and hold to hem and here successours londes 
rentis and seruises within the Cite forseyd to the value of xli. 
3erely, for the sustentacion of prestes to sing and preie 3erely 
in the chirche forseid for the state of the king and bretheren 
and susteren qwil thei arn liuyng, and for the soules of the King, 
his progenitors, and the bretheren and susteren, and alie cristene, 
and for sustentacion of the fraternite and Gylde forseyd; and 
othere dedes and charges of pite and elmesse, be the ordenauns 
of the Aldirman, maistr[es], bretheren and susteren therof mad. 
And for as mikil as ye King hat3 graunted and leue 30uen to the 
Fraternite and Gylde forseid to make ordenauns most leful and 
expedient to the Fraternite and Gylde forseid within hemsel[-we], 
it is ordeyned be the comoun assent of J>e fraternite, |>at alle the 
bretheren and susteren of the Fraternite schullen halwen the day 
of Seynt George 3erely, on qwat day so it be-falle 3erely vp. 

Also thei schul kepe her diuine seruise of bothe euensonges 
and messe in the cathedral chirche forseid, and othere obsar- 
uaunces of the fraternite ordeyned. 

Outaken J>at the day of Seynt George falle thre dayes aforn 
Esterne day, or thre dayes after ; and if it so befalle J>at the 
day of Seynt George falle onony of the seuene dayes forseid, the 
aldirman and [>e maistres, be assent of J>e bretheren ordeyned for 
the assemble of xxiiij for pat 3 ere, schul ordeyne and prefixe a 
day.- On qwich day alle the bretheren and susteren schul kcpen 
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heads of the 
Letters patent. 


The Feast of 
St. George shall 
be kept on that 
Saint’s day. 


If St. George’s 
day fall within 
three days before 
or after Easter, 
the officers of the 
Gild shall appoint 
a day. 
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fillc lur oUnuum^ of lirr clcuync seruise nforn reherccd, and 
, ; t Im r rnhng. ami linucn ami weren her elothyng, and hidden 
1 m r fiM<\ 

Alin it is ordryned pit allc the brothcren schul he clnddc in 
• wto of tjutviirs o jrre and another 301c in o swto of hodes. 
C>\% ic h p.wnti nut] hodes cuery brother schal kepc honestly, 
in the \tor#ehipe of Seynt George anil of the cumimne, tweye 

V r0 - 

And if it like him no lengger to were it, qwat brother so he 
he, jmt he neither 30110 ne sellc it to no munere of persone, 
neither with in the Cite 11c with-outc, but if lie chaunge or do 
chnunge }>e cloth of colour. And qwat brother pat is foundc 
with this defaute, he schal pay for a gounc vj s. viijtf., and for 
an hood iij$. iiij(/. 

Also it is ordeyned Jmt no brother beye nc were no mancre of 
clothing as for tlie liucreof Seynt George, but of tho men qwiclic 
arn ordeyned and mad beyeres of }>e elothyng be )>e comoun 
assent of the fraternitc for pat 3ere, outakc pat otherc ordenauns 
be mad be the Alderman and maistres, pena xkZ. 

Also it is ordeyned pat cuery suster of the fraternitc and 
Gilde schul ben claddc in o Swte of liodes, that is for to scye 
reed, pena xxtf. 

Also pat euery brother and suster schal ben at forscyd messe 
fro the beginnyng vn-to the ende, and oflre half-a-pcny in j>c 
worschip of |>e Trinitc and of the glorious martyr Seynt George.* 

And qwat brother or suster pat absente hem in time of Messe 
with-oute speciale leuc of the aldirman, he schal paye to j>c 
fraternitc for pit defaute.* 

Also it is ordeyned pat the alderman and maistres schul 
a^igne a day for asemble, beforn )>e day of Seynt George, on 
qwiclic day tlioo xxiiij or the more part of hem schul chcsen her 
George, and a man to here his swerd and be his keruere toforc 
him. And a man to here Jjc bancre of Seynt George, and tweye 
men to bore J>e wax, or do beren with honest personcs, and to go 

In the MS. the pen has been struck twice across through the six lines 
in whirh the^e two articles are written. 
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with hem. And qwat man denye or forsake the offys he is chose 
to with-oute resonable excusacoun, he schal pay pen a, vjs viijcZ. 

And at that assemble the Aldirman and maistres schul make 
relacion and knowyng at qwat place the bretlieren schul gadre 
for her ridyng. 

And at qwat place the bretheren and sustren shul fetten her 
wax. 

And in qwat place thei schul ete togidre, pena . . . 

Also it is ordeyned on the day of Seynt George, or elles 
another day assigned as it is beforn reherced, J>at euery brother 
schal be in his liuere for that 3ere on liors-bac at certeyn place, 
be oure and time assigned and ordeyned be the aldirman, 
maistres, and be the consent of the xxiiij chosen for J>e semble, 
pena xl[cZ]. 

Also qwan J>e ridyng is don }>at euery broker and sister be 
redy at place beforn assigned, at fettyng and bering of her wax 
and offren it vp at the heye autere of the chirche forseyd, in 
worschepe of the Trinite, oure lady, and of the glorious martyr 
Seynt George, ther to brenne, pena . . . 

Also }>at euery brother and suster schal be at Messe fro the 
beginnyng vn-to j>e endyng, and offre half-a-peny in ]>e worschip 
of the Trinite and the glorious martyr Seynt George. And qwat 
brother or suster }>at absente him in )>e time of Messe withoute 
speciale leue of J>e Aldirman, he schal paye to the Fraternite ijs. 

Also it is ordeyned qwan the messe is seid and ended, alle the 
bretheren and sustren schul honestly gon to her mete, to place 
assigned be the aldirman and J>e maistres, and there for to ete 
togidre, euery brother and sister payng for her mete, wax, and 
minstrales, x [cZ]. And qwat brother or sister absente hem fro her 
messe and mete, if thei be with-in xij mile in ony quarter about 
norwich, thei. . . . vp peyne ij li. wax. 

Also if ony brother or sister be visited with sekenes or ony 
other laweful Iettyng, he schal sende for his mete if he wil, and 
pay as another brother doth. And if thei wil not come ne 
sende as is reherced, he schal his dute pay with-out ony excusa- 
cion, if he be of power. 


Every brother is 
to be on horseback 
at the time and 
place appointed. 


Wax tapers for 
the church. 


Offerings at the 
mass. 


Afterwards all are 
to feast together. 


Sick bretheren 
must pay, and can 
have their meat if 
they send for it. 
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\ ; • 4] v . t bother or hitler dm lie with-out )>c Cite of Xor- 
*• \ij mil* or inure. ami may nogth conic to messe ami mete, 
I, i< V I m for wax nml minMndes \j */. Ami but if la* sonde 
l*.i» f» : • idi \j* . ml his dutc. nml for his dodo dayos of |>al 301*0, 

t ... 1* ri» • n t ml imiUtiv-s of the foste with-in fourtene dnves 
uftrr }- d.M of S \ nt (dcorgo, lu* sclial pay [xl</.] 

Al*»n |Mt no brother presume no take vpon him to make no 
i -Mii. ne f<ir to medio on the day of t lie festc, hut if he ho 
a* signed he the nldirman and maistres, vp the peync of vj.s\ viij <1, 
A ho it is ordeyned Jmt euery brother and snster schal on J>o 
fistial day after mete hen at cuesong, and jireye for tlie helthc 
and good prosperite of the Ixyng and brethereii and sustren of 
the b ate mite and alle trewc eristene. 

And after J>at, to heron Ririge preyng for tlie soules of )>e 
proge nitonrs of the Kyng, and for the soules of the bretheren 
and sisteren of tlie Fraternitc; and Jmt no brother ne snster 
almnt hem fro tliis diuine sernise vp peync iij li. wax. 

Also it is ordeyned, )>nt on the next day after ])C day of Scynt 
(Jrorge, )>at euery brojicr and snster of the fraternitc forseid 
sol Nil come to J>e ehirehc forseid he viij of tlie clok, Jmt is for to 
m ye be oure ladies belle, there for to here a messe of Requiem 
preyng for the soules of alle the bretheren and sustcren and for 
allc eristene. And at jmt messe euery brother and snster schal 
oflVe a ferthing; and qwat brother or suster be absent fro this 
mc^e schal pay iij li. wax. 

Also it is ordeyned qwan ]>c messe of Requiem is seyd, er 
than ]*e bretheren and sustren gon to mete, than schal Jrn aldir- 
man and maistres namcn xij personcs of \>Q fraternitc whiche 
haue ben maistres and bore charge and cost, for to chese and 
name on aldirman and tweye maistres for the jerc folwyng. 
And Jmt no brother presume to take vp-on him in no mancre 
wise for to lette, stourbe, ne geynseye, }>at ellcccioun so mad be 
J*e aldirman and the maistres forseyd, vj) peync of xxs. 

Also it is ordeyned for more cse and profyt to the fraternitc, 
JmI the aldirman and }?e maistres so chosen onewc, schul chosen 
iwryo p< r^onos of the fraternitc to ben felas with hern, for to 
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make |?e feste and beye the clotliyng.* And f>at Aldirman so 
chosen refuse J>e office he is chose to, schal paye to J>e Fraternite 
xls. And a maister, xxvjs. viijc/., whiche schal be rered be J>e 
Aldirman and surueours being )>e jer before. 

Ouermore the Aldirman and tho foure so chosen schul namen 
xxiiij persones off the Fraternite qwiche schul standen for \>e 
sembles the jer folwyng, of whiche xxiiij vj schal be for Jjc 
attendauntes to }>e aldirman, and tho vj and xviij schal ben for 
J>e hool semble ; whiche xxiiij schul ben of hem J>at haue ben 
maistres beforn.t 

Also the Aldirman and the foure maistres so chosen onewe 
schul namen a bedel for J?at same jeere. And the elleccioun 
anojjcr.j; 

And qwan the Aldirman sent oute his Bedel for to warne and 
haue assemble of bretheren, but J?e more part of tho xxiiij aforn 
reherced come at the sendyng of the Aldirman, euery brother 
of tho J>at ben absent schal pay ij li. wax. And euere othere not 
in ]>e eleccioun xal pay j li. wax.^f 

Also it is ordeyned ]>at tho xxiiij, or \>e more part of ]>e for- 
seide, shul namen o persone of the xxiiij or ellis another of the 
Fraternite, qwich hem thenketh most able, for to be a depute to 
the Aldirman and to ben of conseile with him. For as mikil it 
falle so J?at the Aldirman were visited with sekenes, ocupied, or 
letted be ony leful cause, than schal J»at persone so named be 
}>e xxiiij forseide stonde as Aldii’man. And qwan time is to 
send ]?e Bedel to somoun the bretheren and susteren for ony 
cause J>at is leful nedeful and spedeful to the fraternite, J>at 
euery brother and suster schal be obedient to him at that time, 
lyk as he shuld be to ]>e aldirman if he were present, vp J>e peyne 
vj®. viijd. 

Also it is ordeyned J>at euery Aldirman schal be redy with 


There shall be 24 
chosen as a com- 
mon council of the 
Gild. 


Two beadles. 


The bretheren 
must attend on 
the summons of 
the Alderman. 


The Alderman 
shall have a 
deputy in case of 
sickness. 


Annual accounts. 


* The words " and beye the clothyng ” are crossed through. 

+ Between this article and the next occur a few Latin words, — “ nota de 
alderm eligentfne defamet, &c.” 

J After this occurs another Latin “ nota, vt eligantur constitute semper 
in die ellcct, &c. pena x. . . .” 

TI.Here is another Latin “nota . . . 
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).i« *..*nipt< w i t h inno xxj duyes after |»e day of Seynt 
CJf^trxe, to jif n trewe and du rckkenyng to |>c liewe Aldirnmn, 
imnstrc*. and to J>o brethercn of pc fraternitc, jmt is for to soye 
of alio rc*cnt«w and paymentes qwichc lie lintj reseeyned and 
pined in the }cre aforn ; and for to deliuere, be bille emlented, to 
the newe Mdirman and maistres, alio inanere of orneinens and 
other diuerse ncscesaries to the fraternitc longynge, vp thepeync 
of x\s.* 
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Tlxre *h*Il be no 
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Also jmt cuery brother and suster be gouerned and railed be 
the Aldirman and maistres in ridyngge, and alle othere communi- 
cacouns leftil nedeful and spedeful for J>e Fraternitc. And qwnt 
brother or suster wil nogth obeye to pc Aldirmans cominniule- 
ment as is forseid, lie schal pay vjs. viiji/. 

Also it is ordeyned }>at pc Aldirman schal not resccyue ue 
make no brother no suster with-ont consent of J)e xxiiij for pc 
assemble, er }>e more part of hem, and Jmt euery man so resccyued, 
be J>e alderman, maistres, and be the forseide xxiiij persones, slial 
pay for liis entre vj s. viijrf., and a woinman iijs. iiij d. y for whiche 
entre euery brother and suster schal fynde sufliciaunt surete to 
be payd in the fest of Miehclmasse next folwynge. 

Also J:at no brother ne suster of pc Fraternitc forseid male no 
debate, on with another, on pc day of pc feste and ridyngge, lie in 
no time of ridyngge qwan thei falle, pena xxs. 

And Jmt no brother ne suster in no manere wise reuile, despise, 
ne defame on ano}>er, qwerthorw Jmt ony sclaundre, hcuincs, or 
hindring migtli falle or come to the fraternitc forseid, vp peyne 

XXS.+ 


n jArrei Also it is ordeyned qwat brotlier or sister fele hem agreued in 

Ui * matu-r 

u* Uki be* ret** ony manere of cause on with another, bat is to seye of be Frater- 

A ‘rmin and / r J r 

Maaun, nitc, thei schal coinplcync hem to )*e aldirman and the maistres 

of her causes and greuaunces, or thei pursue. And than schal the 
Aldirman and the maistres bisie hem in as moche as in hem es 
with-in the xv dayes after pat the compleynt is mad, to here and 


* The copyist at first wrote xxs., which has been crossed out, and xls. 
substituted. 

+ Here vj*. viijcZ. was first written, then altered to xxs. 
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examine bothe parties, and to sette hem in pes and restc if thci 
mown be ony wise. 

And if the aldirman and maistres may nogth bring hem to 
onehede and acord with-in j>e time forseyd, than be consent of 
the Aldirman and |>e maistres they mown sue pe comoun lawe ; 
and elles nowght. 

And qwat broker or sister J>at is founde rebelle and contrarious 
ageyn this ordenauns, he schal pay xls. 

And ouermore if the Aldirman and maistres be necligent and 
bisie hem nogth for to bring hem to acord as is seyd, the Aldir- 
man schal pay to pe Fraternite xls,, and the Maistres euery of 
hem xs. 

Also it is ordeyned that pQ Aldirman and maistres schul jif 
no clothyng to no persone in moryng the pris of the liuere, with- 
oute consent of the xxiiij chose for the assemble for Jjat jere, or 
|>e more part of hem, pena xxs. 

Also it is ordeyned qwat brother or sister of the fraternite 
falle in pouerte be the wil of crist, he schal be releued and hulpen 
be the bretheren and sustren of the Fraternite with viijd. in ]>e 
woke. 

To qwiche releuyng and helpe euery brother and sister schal 
pay a ferthing in the woke to the officeres therfore assigned. 

And if more be resceyued of the bretheren and sustren of the 
Fraternite, it schal be disposed for |je profyt of the Fraternite 
and Gylde forseyd. 

Also it is ordeyned qwan ony broker or suster deye, the aldir- 
man schal send his bedel to jif warnyng to alle bretheren and 
sustren of J>e day of Sepulture, pat euery brother and sister schal 
be at Dirige in his liuere, old or newe, and principaly with her 
liodes, there for to preye for the soules of alle the bretheren and 
sustren of pc Fraternite, and alle Cristene ; and qwat brother or 
sister be abssent and wil not come to ]>at Dirige, he schal pay j li. 
wax, with-oute resonable excusacoun to }>e Aldirman and his 
felawes. 

Also J>at euery brother and suster schal on the monve next 
folwyng ben at Messe, at qwiche messe euery brother and suster 


without whose 
consent the parties 
may not go to law. 


Penalty on the 
Alderman and 
Masters if they fail 
in their duty 
herein. 


The livery cannot 
be purchased by 
offering a higher 
price, without the 
consent of the 24. 


Help to poor 
bretheren. 
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the dead bretheren 
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dead. 
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f-hil ollrui n forthiug. nml jif a fcrlhing to clmessc and a peny 
f vr a nnw, ijwioli ino*c pony and ferthing sclml be rcsccyued be 
tbo ndictonr for the jere chosen. And of the self sillier the dede 
Hi hid Iimuc lwe\ e Candelis peis and viij //. wax, and iiij torches 
brrninng in time of Dirige and incsse. And Jmt no brother lie 
Misur «b»i me hem fro this masse fro bcginnyng vn-to the ende, 
with-ontc speckle lenc of the Aldinnan, vp peyne j U. wax. 

Abo it is ordeyned |>at cncry limn willyng to be brother of 
this Fmternitc and Gyldc, and desiryng to be discharged of eucry 
manere of ofiys longgyng to }>e Fratcrnitc and Gylde, lie sclial 
pay for his entre xk, or xxvjs. viijc/., or at leste xxs. ; and payng 
jerly |>e dcutc of elmes and obites and otliere costes, as another 
brother doth. 

Also it [is] ordeyned |>at alle men J>at am to ben resceiued in- to 
this Fratcrnitc and Gyldc, and ben liche in time comyng to 
ben draweu vn-to j>e cstat of Mcyr, schreuc, cr Aldirman of 
)>e Cite of norwich, — or ellcs arn in otliere cumpanyes and cloth- 
yngge and scbul nogth vsen ne weren gotvnes and bodes of }>e 
liucre of Scynt George, ne riden ne gon in j>e liuere of Seynt 
George, as it is beforn seyd, as the more part of the bretheren 
vsen and don, — iclic persone so resceiued sclial pay for his cutres 
xls., ij marcas, or xxs. at leste, as it may ben acorded with ]>e 
gouemours for j>e tyme being. And fynde surete for his entre, or 
ellis nogth to ben resceiued.* 

Also J>at cclie man }>at sclial be resceiued into J>e seyd Frater- 
nite, and is lyk to here Alle offices and charges, sclial paye for his 
entres vjs. viijc/., as other men }>at liaue born charges, and fynd 
surete for the seyd entres. And euery ivominan Jiat sclial ben 
resceiued for a suster sclial pay for hir entres xl<i., and fynde 
surete for |>e seyd entres. 

* Between this and the next article was a paragraph in Latin of which 
only the following words are legible : — 

Fraternitatfrecept feret mnus 

termin v annorum &c. 

diet? Frat? recipient in registro 

fuerit recept? et ingress’ suos 

persoluiss’, &c. 
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Johannes, Archiepiscopus Smerniencis. 

Henricus, Episcopus Norwicensis. 

Johannes Wakeryng, Episcopus Norwicensis. 
Thomas Ringnan, Episcopus. 

Thomas Colby, Episcopus. 

Comes Suffolcii. 

Monsieur Sir de Morlee. 

Rogerus Boys, Chiualier. 

Willelmus Calthorp, Chiualier. 

Thomas Gerbrigg, Miles. 

Robertus Carbonelle, Chiualier. 

Willelmus Phillip, Chiualier. 

Johannes Fastholff, Chiualier, vxor. 

Henricus Englose, Chiualier. 

Brianus de Stapiltoun, Chiualier, vxor eius. 

Thomas Kerdestoun, Chiualier. 

Simon Felbrigge, Chiualier , et vxor. 

Willelmus Pastoun. 

Willelmus Sheltoun. 

Rogerus Felbrigge. 

Johannus Roys. 

Magister Willelmus Bernham. 

Dominus Rogerus Prat, Magister Sancti Egidii in 1 
Willelmus appiljerd, Maior. 

Thomas Wetherby, Maior, Margareta vxor eius. 
Ricardus purdanus, Maior. 

Willelmus Sedeman, Maior. 

Robertus Baxter, Maior. 

Thomas Yngham, Maior. 

Johannes Cambrigge, Maior. 

Robertus Chapeleyn, Maior. 

Bais a Monesle, Maior. 

Johannes 

Dominus Johannes Brown. 

Dominus Rogerus Wissyngcete. 

Dominus Henricus Wiltoun, Katerina soror eius. 


Names of the 
bretheren and 
sistren of the Gild. 


1 (sic.) 


M'fl N'DI X I. 


Johannes Kentyng. 

Johannes (’armor. 

Ror>\ I ii it-t Thoiims Shuryugtoun. 

/Mmi'W* Johannes Why t. 

Ramin us Johannes Keterynglmm. 

Rtminus Nicholas noth, Rector dc tashurgh. 

Rom in us Robertas, Rector Julianis. 

Rom in us Thomas Bhulsmyth. 

Rominus Willclmus Cra.sk. 

Rominus Johannes Catnip. 

Rominus Rector Spikeswortli. 

M agister hoapitij Sajicli Egidij et Rector de Erpyngham. 
Thomas Prat, Rector Clonicncis. 

Rector de Burncham. 

Af agister Tliomas Sharyngton. 

Afagislcr Johannes Thorpli. 

Frater Willclmus Gcdeneyc. 

Frater Adam Ilolibcsse. 

Frater Thomas leek. 

Frater Thomas Bcsthorpe. 

Tliomas Danyel. 

Thomas Wctherby.* 

Johannes Aldirforde. 

Bicardus purdaune.* 

Johannes Thomcham. 

Robcrtus Bandes, Alicia vxor eius. 

Afagister Johannes Excstrc, Isabella vxor eius ; sub condi- 
cione que sequitur, videlicet quod Idem Johannes 
Exccstrc nunquam debet mvitus oncrari cum aliquo 
officio dictc gilde siue fraternitatis nisi si ct quatenus 

idem Johannes hoc conscntirc Putens 

erant in d 

Reginald Bcrlc, Aldremannus Johannes Mayor. 

Nicholaus Wylde. 

Willclmus Grey, vxor eius. 

* These names are all crossed through in the MS. 
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Stephanus Furbour, vxor eius. 
Reginaldus Berle, Margareta vxor eius. 
Clemens Rasch. 

Augustinus Bangge, Emma vxor eius. 
Rogerus Bollowe. 

Johannes Erleham, Margareta vxor eius. 
Willelmus vice, Bladsmyth, vxor eius. 
Robertus Lawnde. 

Johannes Hawkes, vxor eius Emma. 
Johannes Bilagk, vxor eius Margareta. 


Petrus Brasiere. 

Johannes Polloyne. 

Johannes Talbot. 

Johannes Roo. 

Willelmus Tauerham. 

Thomas Stiward de Swofham. 
Robertus Heylot.* 

Walterus Comerton. 

Ricardus Talbote. 

Reginaldus Brisyngliam. 
Henricus Sileham. 

Stephanus Frengge. 

Willelmus Shipman, vxor eius. 
Rogerus Baxter, vxor eius. 
Radulphus Wether, vxor eius.t 
Stephanus Goldsmyth, Juliana 
vxor eius.t 

Simon Sadelere, vxor eius.t 
Bartholomeus Dowe, vxor eius. 
Robertus Slteppere, vxor.t 
Johannes Michil, vxor.t 
Johannes Milome, Margareta 
vxor eius. 


Edwardus Glouere, vxor eius. 
Galfredus Glouere, vxor eius. 
Johannes May, vxor.t 
Johannes Cosseye, vxor eius. 
Johannes Estan, vxor eius. 
Henricus Waltham, vxor eius. 
Johannes Plomere, vxor eius. 
Johannes Wolflete, mater eius 
lucia.J 

Jacobus patynmakere, Izabella 
vxor eius.t 

Galfredus Candelyr, vxor. 
Thomas Snow. 

Thomas Diggard. 

Gile Sporiere. 

Ricardus Qwilter. 

Claricia Parham. 

Johannes Randis. 

Thomas Sweyn, Redere. 
Johannes Rynggere. 

Adam Nerbourgh. 

Willelmus Spence. 

Galfredus Shedere. 


* These names are all crossed through in the MS. 

+ In each of these cases, “ vxor ” or “ vxor eius,” and her name, is crossed 
out, but not the name of the husband. 

X “Mater eiuslucia” is crossed out in the MS. 


ISO 


AlTLNniX I. 


Wilhlmu* loncprd. 

I'oIhtUh Broun, llttlfrt, '*or 
«iuv 

Robertas Clrrkwrigth. 

Robert ns Rose. Cecilia vxor 
eiuv 

Beatrix Baxter. 

Elena Bcymcrstonc.* 

IraWla Goldbeter. 

Johanna Arych. 

Johannes Frost. 

Johannes Avdric. 

Willclmus Borclle. 

Johannes Snape, Agucta vxor 
cins. 

Johannes Barsham. 

Hugo Topcroft. 

Johannes Bokisworthc. 
Johannes Kircroft. 

Nicholaus Cahve. 

Nicholaus Wylde. 

Willclmus Estan. 

Rohertus Fader, Margarcta 
vxor cius. 

Thomas Paryng. 

Willclmus Cuttyng. 

Petrus Ilood. 

Ed ward us Pruct. 

Johannes Pruct. 

Waltcrus Wylde. 

Rohertus Horselc. 

Ricardus Ristoun. 

Rieardus Quarellc. 

Willclmus Alhlastcr. 


Rohertus Stristreme. 

Rogerus Split. 

Waltcrus Orlogyr. 

Nicholaus Botild. 

Rohertus lyiuhrcinD. 

Galfrcdus Bcdwcuerc. 

Willclmus Brndle, vxor cius. 
Ricardus Furbour, vxor cius. 
Johannes Bcnnes, vxor cius. 
Johannes Baddyng. 

Johannes Marwe. 

Ricardus lici t. 

Rohertus at-wodc, xorigth. 
Thomas Woilound. 

Johannes Smyth, Rafman. 
Johannes Bolley. 

Johannes Wiseman. 

Willclmus Steyngatc. 

Rohertus Hardy. 

Nicholaus lyngcolnc. 

Thomas Lardcuere, Johanna 
vxor eius. 

Rohertus Heigham. 

Willclmus Bikeleswade, Agncta 
vxor cius. 

Johannes Mcssagyr. 

Willclmus Glouere, Sara cius 
vxor. 

George Brian. 

Johannes Godyng. 

Willclmus hony. 

Simon Babourgh.* 

Johannes Alcyn, fischman. 
Robertus Grey, taliour. 


* These names are crossed through in the MS. 
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Johanne perle. 

Johannes qwyt, Fischman. 

Gargraue. * 

Willelmus Randolf. 

Willelmus Waschbourne, vxor 
eius.f 

Andreas Boys. 

Sweteale. 

Nicholaus Huluenvode. 
Johannes Sexteyn, Cordema- 

Jcere. 

Ricardus stille, Isabella vxor 
eius. 

Ricardus Pottere. 

Thomas Ray. 

Johannes Sweynesthorpe, Ma- 
tilda vxor eius. 

Ricardus Wrigth, Fischman. 
Ricardus parkere, Wrigth. 
Johannes Storme. 

Robertus Selid. 

Willelmus Seelde, vxor eius. 
Nicholaus Waterman. 

Johannes hamund de Estbra- 
denham. 

J ohannes Bernard de Becles. 
Willelmus Fox. 

Willelmus loue, sub condicione 
quod non portabit officium. 
Robertus Grey, peyntour, vxor 
eius. 

Johannes Wike. 


J ohannes Bladsmy th X Qwer- 
delyn. 

Henricus Bangge. 

Johannes Frost de heilesdon. 
Martinus Wode dc Cosseye. 
Clemens Newgate. 

Thomas potter de Walsham. 
Johannes Matte. 

Rogerus Burre. 

Andreas lynes. 

Simon Corseye de vpton. 
Aleyn Benselyn. 

Johannes Puttok et vxor. 
Walterus Colman. 

J ohannes Kirkman, sancte fidis. 
Johannes Ylf. 

Johannes Here. 

Ricardus Felmygham. 

J ohannes Walklate de Caustonc. 
Johannes Fouledone. 

Johannes Ketone. 

Johannes Cattone, Bochere. 
Johannes Stoneham. 

Thomas Carre. 

Johannes Kempe de Wymed- 
ham. 

Johannes at Merre.* 

Johannes Colman, Taliour. 
Rogerus Dousyng. 

Johannes Clerk de Caustone. 
Ricardus Bret, Tumour, de 
Attilburgh. 


* These names are crossed through in the MS. 

+ “vxor eius” is crossed out in the MS. 

J This name “ Bladsmyth ” appears to have been written by mistake, 
as it is crossed out. 
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!•, Rirlw-ur do Swofl'lmm. 
With S%i« AnwIJ do Cronuro. 
Kdimrtlu* Grcne. # 

Johtnm'* Collin tlo Kton. 
Thun** Collis do Bcnctte. 
Johannes Scot. 

Ii nis Scot, 

Iklwnrdus Sandewich lc grene. 
Wille limn Mnlle. 

Willclinus Btnigth 
Johannes Benygth 
Johannes Benigtli 
Simon Roperc ilc Takcleston. 
Bartholomeus Drury. 

Ricardos nppilton, vxor eius. 
Johannes Xichol. 

Wiilelnuis Thirstan. 

Robertos Cnndelyr, bocliere . 
Robert us Peyc. 

Johannes Whityng. 

Willelmus Shirwyn. 

Ricardus Rogerc. 

Willelmus poyntmaker. 
Rohertus Dauy. 

Ricardus louegald. 

Willelmus peuterere. 

Johannes column, lorigth. 
Johannes Erlcham, Merchaunt. 
Elena Smyth. 

Johanna dc thorpe. 

Beatrix Baxter.* 

Margareta Somherde. 

Thomas Baldok. 

Rohertus Baxter, Merchaunt . 
Henricus Sturmere. 


J olmnnes A Idirfordc. * 

Thomas Clcter. 

Dominus llenricus Bettes. 
Johannes Uoulote, /lector am- 
ilium sanctorum, 
if agister Ricardus Doggct. 
Dominus Rogerus Shrcuc. 
Rohertus 1 1 ey lot. 

Johannes Heigham. 

Johannes Howard, vxor. 
Johannes Dekenc dc Salle. 
Johannes Arnold Senior. 
Thomas Bokcnham. 

Thomas Vssycrc. 

Nicholaus Walleys. 

Johannes Preston. 

Johannes Bray. 

Johannes Gegge, et vxor cius. 
Rohertus Crowe. 

Rohertus Joitc, Alicia vxor 
eius. 

Johannes Cosyn. 

Nicholaus Mannyng, Gaylere , 
vxor eius. 

Johannes Kirkeby, Bale de 
Carrowe. 

Johannes Mercaunt. 

Johannes Erleham. 

Willelmus Bigot. 

Bartholomeus Drury. 

Johannes Blibourgh, Capel - 
lanus. 

Ricardus Bany. 

Johannes Arnald Junior. 
Bartholomeus Braun. 


^j> Fra t res . 


These names are crossed through in the MS. 
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Nicholaus fitzsimond. 

Henricus Morgon. 

Eobertus Iiawys. 

Edmundus Wichinggham. 
Eobertus Chapeleyn.* 

Petrus Brasiere.* 

Johannes Bacon. 

Willelmus Billyngforthe. 
Johannes Wetherby. 

Eicardus Wetherby. 

Walterus Wetherby. 

Johannes Goldbeter. 

Eicardus Davy, vxor eius. 
Edwardus Hewe. 

Henricus Eiche. 

Thomas ydessone de Cleye. 
Leonardus Claxtan. 

Edwardus Billyngforde.* 
Johannes Bacon.* 

Thomas Faconere. 

Johannes Gedeneye, Izabella 
vxor eius. 

Johannes Geruoyse. 

Willelmus Mirrigoo. 

Johannes Ferrour. 

Johannes Alleynsone, Coupere. 
Bartliolomeus Hemmesby. 
Eobertus Swan. 

Eicardus Berre. 

Johannes Sutbury. 

Johannes Edinbourgh, vxor. 
Johannes Yutte. 


Morise Botelyr. 

Eogerus Taliour. 

Willelmus Coke, Carpentere. 
Johannes lawne. 

Johannes Misseldene. 

J ohannes Danyel, glouere, vxor 
eius. 

Eobertus Smyth, Rciffman. 
Thomas Dilham. 

Thomas May, Fresere. 

Eichere Stuteville. 

Eogerus Botelyr. 

Johannes Gladman. 

Johannes Flye. 

Johannes norwicfi. 

Willelmus Davy. 

Edwardus Eisyng. 

Thomas Silueren. 

Willelmus Marchale. 

Willelmus Brannyng. 

Johannes Cartere. 

Johannes Busch. 

Johannes Stratton. 

Johannes Cole de Kesewike. 
Willelmus Treweloue. 
Johannes Man. 

Johannes Vice. 

Margeria Mayn. 

Thomas Catworthe. 

Thomas Grafton. 

Johannes Sipatre. 

Willelmus Asclnvelle. 

Eobertus Eoys.* 


* These names are crossed through in the MS. 

+ This name “Thomas” has been altered to “ Robertus,” in a later 
hand. 


.MM’K.VDIX II. 


44 iO 


Thomas Risschop. 


Thomas Dcrrham. 
Johannes Stxtene. 
Thomas Haistonc. 
Nicholaus Tiptote. 


Johannes IUtTmnn. 


JK nricus 1 Itihkv'one, CujkI- 


Rogerus Wanlc, vxor ciiis. 
Willelmus Tauerncrc. 


la rut*. 


Johannes Grcne. 

Johannes Malthous. 

Willelmus Waltham. 

Petrus Kimlyllc. 

Petrus Frostellc. 

Johannes Thurton, Candclcrc. 
Johannes Tubbyng. 

Johannes Derby, Bladsmyth . 
Johannes llartlclc, Frcmason . 
Alicia Fcith. 


Johannes Spcndcloue. 


APPENDIX II. 

GRAMMATICAL NOTES. 

By Richard Morris. 

The Language of the East-Midland Gilds. 

The verbal inflections (present tense indicative) in the Gilds 
of Norwich, Lynn, Stamford, Cambridge, and London, are 
those that clearly point to an East-Midland dialect (see Preface 
to Early English Allit. Poems, Genesis and Exodus, &c.). 

2nd pers. sing, in -est (Northern and West-Midland -es). 

3rd pel's, sing, in -eth (Northern and West-Midland -es). 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd pers. pi. in -en (of very rare occurrence in 
Northern dialect). 

The Gilds of Lynn arc slightly more Northern than those of 
Norwich, &c., as is seen by the occasional use of the 3rd person 
singular in -es (or -etz). 

The employment of gw for wh or liw (as gwat for what) has 
already been pointed out by me as an instance of Northern 
usage prevailing in East- and West-Midland dialects, but which 
never found its way into the Southern dialects. 

The London Gilds (as well as the Cambridge ones) contain no 
instances of gw for wh, and no participles in -end or -and. 
It may be stated once for all that the Gilds of London are a 
little more modern in form than those of Norwich, &c., and 
there is an absence too of those Northern peculiarities which occa- 
sionally occur in the other Midland Gilds. Chaucer’s dialect, 
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which is East-Midland, was that of the metropolis, and, as 
Garnett has pointed out, presents an unmistakable likeness to the 
older East-Midland records ; Gower’s English has a few more 
strongly marked East-Midlandisms, such as participles in -end, than 
Chaucer, which led Garnett to think the Confessio Amantis was a 
little more Northern than the best MSS. of the Canterbury Tales. 

The infinitive mood in the Norwich, &c. Gilds ends in -en or 
-e, though there is an occasional loss of the inflexion. 

The present participle terminates in -inye (pp. 14, 18, 33 , 37 , 
&c.), -end (pp. 30, 33, 37 ), _ or -and (pp. 15, 16, 22, 25). 
Capgrave, an East-Midland writer, employs -and. 

Passive participles of strong verbs end in -en, the n being but 
seldom dropped. 

The prefix i- or y- is of rare occurrence. Am (aren) occurs 
as well as ben in Norwich and Lynn Gilds. 

Schun (pp. 67, 1 01, 109), is probably written for schitn, i. e. 
schullen or sehuln (see Mr. Smith’s note, p. 109). 

Es = is, and sal = shall (Northern forms), occur in the Wygnale 
and Cranborne Gilds. 

Gave (Northern) is found in Cranborne Gild. 

In Nouns we find a few plurals in -n (unknown to the 
Northern dialect), as bretheren and sisteren, but the ordinary 
plural ending is -es (or -is). The old genitive plural -ene is of 
rare occurrence ; it appears under the form -yn in Halwyn, p. 14. 

In Adjectives the grammatical use of the final e seems to 
have been for the most part disregarded. 

The old adjectival suffix -lie is softened down to -lich (and the 
-lice of adverbs to -liche). The Lynn Gilds present occasional 
instances of the more Northern -lyke, as well as the use of the 
Northern ilk, for ech, &c., each, &c. (Wygnale has kirke where 
the other Gilds read chirche). 

The Pronouns are those we find in all East-Midland writers 
of the fourteenth century — thei = they • her, here— their ; hem— 
them. 

\am (a Northern form) occurs in Wygnale Gild. 

their, occurs in Norwich Gild, p. 443, their, p. 444. 

IIese=\ns, (the reading of the Cambridge Chaucer MS. used by 
Mr. Furnivall in his Six-Text edition of Chaucer) occurs in the 
Cranborne Gild. 

The Worcester Ordinances, which have a very modern form, 
present but little variation from the East-Midland dialect. In the 
older specimens of the dialect the Southern element was strongly 
marked, but in the Ordinances the Midland element predominates. 

The prefix i- or y- is not lost in these Ordinances, as in the 
Northern dialects. (See pp. 395, 404.) No present participles 
in -end or -and are met with. 

The pronominal forms are mixed, as ther and for (also hur, which 
may be compared with the old West-Midland hor), hem and them. 
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The Winchester Ibdl (pp. 3.19-363). 

“The OKI P-ige* of t lie Cite of Wynch ester,” though much 
mure modern than the Ayenhite of Iuwvt. A. i>. 1340, is some- 
what more Archaic than the Knglish of the Midland uml Northern 
district* written in the fourticnth century. 

It in of course written in the Southern dialect (all the plurals 
of the present indicative ending always in -*th) % hut is not so 
strongly pro\incial as t ho Ayenhite. Though we have occa- 
sionally r for A a-s r/ rjymj fighting, we have not 3 for s, as 
in the old Kentish speech ; c oeeasionally occurs, as in Kentish 
for 1 or u, as 1 chcche. for 7 chi he, trewcleche for trcwclichc , umlur- 
nemrre for nndernimere , onlcchc for onliche , mcchc for michc , 
jv/Xe fur | a Ike. 

The Winchester Roll lias a simple vowel wlicre tlie Old 
Kentish had a diphthong, thus chese and Use for chicle and Ucse } 
ysrhl for ysftiddy &c. Like the Ayenhite it keeps up old forms, 
a-s 1 table, leyye % bygye, &c., which are softened down in the 
Northern dialects to haue, leye , beye , &e. 

Nouns. — Distinctions of the old genders and cases are not so 
strictly preserved as in the Ayenhite. A few plurals in -n occur, 
as shon = shoes, lajtcn = ha pen = baskets ; hynen - servants. 

We have a remnant of the old genitive plural - cue in halo - 
\cene (yd, ]>. 35i 

Adjectives. — The distinction between the definite and in- 
definite form is still preserved. 

The case inflections preserved by the Ayenhite are here en- 
tirely dropped. 

The Definite Article seems to he uninflected, as at pre- 
sent. Only one plural of this occurs, viz. thes . 

Pronouns. — The first personal pronoun does not occur, hut 
was probably ich ; the dative hym seems to have altogether 
supplanted the accusative lane ; hii = they, here = their, hem = 
them, as in most of the Southern dialects, hut the broader forms 
of the Ayenhite, liar = here, ham = them, do not occur in the Roll, 

We have one instance of an oblique case of the relative, in 
\>an , ]). 357, a form very common in the Ayenhite. 

Verbs. — Infinitives iu -?/ (-ye) are exceedingly common, as in 
all Southern dialects. 

The gcrundial or dative infinitive in the Ayenhite ends in ~ne 
or -e, hut in the Winchester Roll it terminates in - ynge , as iu 
Trevisa ; cf. to wetynye, p. 349, To don (p. 350) is the only 
gcrundial infinitive in -n . 

Passive particles retain the prefix y, as y-$eyd,&c ., hut drop the 
n (in strong verbs) as in the Ayenhite, e.g. y swore = ysworen, &c. 

Present participles end in -ynye (see comynge } \). 354), instead 
of -inde : folwande , on p. 360, is probably a blunder, as participles 
in ande are not found in any Southern dialect of the fourteenth 
century. 
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Abell (i) v. act., to make able, 
to teach, or fit, 316, 319, 328 ; 
(2) able, fit, 317. 

A-berynge, bearing, behaviour, 
381, 419. 

A-boffe, above, 314. 

Accompteraunts, debtors, 379. 

Acloth, grete = great clothing, i.e. 
of the highest official livery : 
meaning the upper council of 
the city, 372, 377, 386. 

Acombred, hindered, annoyed, 393. 

Acorden, to agree, reconcile, 55, 
76, 1 o 1 , 115, 280, 323. 

Aff = off, cutting off, separation, 

35i- 

Afl'ur, to value at a certain rate, 
379. (0. F. feur, price or rate, 

affeurer.) 

Affurers = afferors, officers appoint- 
ed to fix the amount of amerce- 
ments, &c., 373, 395. 

Aforn, before, 23, 30, 122. 

Alb, 233. 

Ale-conners, officers whose duty 
it was to taste and know that 
the ale was good, 382, 425. 
(A. S. cunnan, to know. ) 

Alegge, A-leggy, allege, 362, 380. 

Alf, half, 81. 

Allmesse, alms, 7, 24, 31, 43, 

&c. 

Alosed, famed, reputed, 11. (See 
Loos.) 

Alowy, be allowed, 361. 

Also, as, 51, 278, 350. 

Alther, a remnant of the old geni- 
tive plural A.S. aim, O.E. alre, 


alder, of all (“ our alther liege 
lord,” our liege lord of all), 
415, 416. 

A lyre, a kind of costly stuff, 
probably so named from Lyre, 
a town in Normandy, 415. 

“ij. pecise de panno nigro de Lyre.” 
— Eym. x. 391. And see Fenn’s Paston 
Letters, ii. 257, letter lxxxii. 

Amendement, enriching, helping, 
58, 60, 77, &c. 

Amendyd, enriched, 53. 

Amercie, Amercicl, fined, -77, 83, 

394- 

A-mercy, Mercy, amerciament, 

fine, 354, 355? 35^- 
Amyce, one of the priest’s vest- 
ments, 233. 

Amytt, admit, 328, 380. 

And, sometimes used for if, 44. 
( 0 . E. an = if.) 

Anientise, Anyntese, overcome, de- 
stroy, 6, 9, 416. (O.F. anienter, 

aneanlir.) 

Anone, at once, immediately, j 89. 
Anoyr, another, 119. 

A odyr, A ojere, another, 72, 79. 
Apaired, injured, 11. 
A-peripenseris, a pair of pincers 
or tongs, 320. 

Apertiliche, openly, 48. 

A-poun = upon, after, 313. 

Arraye, dress, 408. 

A-rered, raised, levied (“gaderynge 
shall be a-rered,” i.e. rates shall 
be raised), 356, 379, 389. 
Arreragys, arrears, 371, 378, 

379 - 
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A « Jv, to ««1 (" |m Ike |>' '•1ml 
tho-i tlmt dmll seal), 

',**0 

A* km (.'v. Axons.) 

\* ku-od. oxcUM'd, 323* 

A «\ } nil. *«>k. 5 1 . 

A Kn>k afur, seek, spy out, 

357 * 

A«m\ to try. 96. 

A-o-i {S<r Vsvso). 

A*«m ih% A.vsone essoin. excuse 
h* nt bv tlu* mouth of another 
for non appearance when sum- 
moned. 361. 

A^yngml}. asMgncth, 36. 
A-sygned. assigned, 54. 

A >\se, Sv.se, Sise, Assie, = assize, 
of cloth, bread, or ale ; a name 
for the settled rules governing 
the weight (or measure), quality, 
and price of those articles, 352, 

354 . 359 , 3 /i, 3 8i > 4 2 4 * 

Am thed, satisfied (usd h, satis- 
faction or amends for an injury), 

381. 

Atcnt, intent, 74. 

Attachunent, the putting a man’s 
body or goods into ward, 360, 
373 ' 376, 391, 405. 

Atte, according to, 3. 

At to, at the, 80, 418. 

Attume, A-torne, Attourne, sub- 
stitute, proxy, 58, 62, 65, 71. 
(Mid-Lat. attornatus, one in the 
turn of another.) 

A uter, Autiere, altar, 14, 23, 444. 
A vnyle, profit, 378, 379, 389. 

A venture, chance, hap, 20, 319. 
Avoyd, to drive away so as to 
leave a void, to leave empty, 
to vacate, 398, 418. 
Avoydaunce, vacancy, emptiness, 
399 - 

Awe, to owe, 39, 318. 

Axcn, Ax ken, to ask, 58, 84, 91, 
94 , 188. 

Axere, Axkere, Ask ere, = asker, 
plaintiff; 361, 362, 363. 


A vent, Aycnste, against, 316, 384, 
405. 4 2 4 - 

A ;e* A;on, again, 36, 357. 

Ajeins, A gey 113, against, 4, 21, 35, 
81. 

A 301111, towards, 10. 

Bagcr - badger, a corn-factor or 
bargainer, 424. 

Bnkke - back, a waterside street 
in Bristol, 425. 

Ban, summons, 359. (A.S. ban- 

van, to command.) 

Bankers, coverings for benches, 233. 

Basjelarde, a kind of dagger, 
generally worn hung from the 
girdle, 427. 

Be als mekil, forasmuch, 45, 49. 

Beddeste, bedstead, 327. 

Bedel, Beddelle, beadle, 35, 121, 
145 , 449 - 

Bede, prayer, 23, 36, 37, 76. 

Bedeman, priest whose duty it was 
to pray for the souls of the 
dead, 230. 

Beden, bid, 53. 

Bederolle, list of those who are to 
be prayed for, 145. 

Bed-mon = beadle, the man who 
bids or summons, 395. (A.S. 

biddan.) 

Begynnen, begin, 25. 

Behoufull, needful, 310. 

Behough, behoof, 332, 333. 

Beleue, belief, 23. 

Ben, Bene, Bien, Beth, BeJ), is, 
are, be, 4, 6, 20, 23, 27, 91, 
248, 326, 331, 335, &c. 

Beneth-forth, beneath, 373, 391. 
{See Forth.) 

Beryinge, burial, 26. 

Beryn, to bear, carry, 67, 350. 

Beryne, to bury, go. 

Beryng, behaviour, 3. ( See A- 

beryng.) 

Besaunt, a coin of uncertain value, 
said to be worth two shillings, 
349 - 
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Besege, beseech, no. 

Bet, better, 362. 

Beth. (See Ben.) 

Bewreys = bewrays, discovers, 58, 
65 - 

Biddin, pray, 37. 

Bien. (iSee Ben.) 

Bisett sett peale, an appointed 
peal, 290. (A. S. besettan .) 

Bisyness, business, affair, 76. 

Bitte, a flagon, bottle, or butt, 
probably in this case a leathern 
bottle or bucket, 382. 

Bitters, bucket-carriers for fire, 
371, 382. (A. S. byt, a flagon.) 

Blake Monunday, Black Monday, 
or Easter Monday, 97. {See 
Fordun’s Scottichronicon, ii. p. 
359 -) 

Blyn, blind, 35. 

Borcle, table, shop-board, 310, 
353 * 

Borghmot, borough-mote or meet- 
i ng> 35 °- 

Borwe, Borowe, Boruh, (1) surety, 
(2) to borrow, 8, 11, 54, 

59, 83, 362, &c. A Borwe is 
the personal security, a Wed is 
the actual article given ; “ leye 
a wed," &c. p. 8. 

Borwys, Borus, sureties, 60, 63. 

Bot, Bote, = but, unless, 10, 26, 

58 , 7 °, 353 > &c - 

Botellerie, butlery, 233. 

Botere, butter, 356. 

Botes, boots, 332. 

Botwes, a kind of long boot, or 
leather covering, reaching high 
up the leg, 332. 

Bou]>e, booth, 355. 

Boxom, Buxum, obedient, lowly, 
meek, 10. 

Brandhirne, a flat iron plate for 
cooking, 233. 

Brennande, Brennyng, burning, 

• r 4> 2 3 > & c - 

Breyercn, Breyern, bretheren, 55, 
58, 80, &c. 


“Broche w 4 a fote,” a spike on 
which to set a candle, 327. 

Brotlieredyis, brotherhoods, 327. 

Broyer, brother, 30, 54, 58, 62, 
&c. 

Brugge, bridge, 374, 396. 

Burell, a kind of coarse or roughed 
up cloth, 350, 351. 

But, But if, unless, 5, 20, 54, 
35 b 446, &c. 

BuJ>, be, 354. 

Byden, to abide, wait for, 31. 

Bygge, to buy, 353, 354. 

Byggere, buyer, 355, 359. 

By-lyJ), to happen, befall to, 350, 
356, 360. (See LeiJ>.) 

By-of-Jje, behoof, 354. 

Byryid, buried, 68. 

Bysyden, besides, 39. 

By-j>inne, within, 354, 355. 

By-)>ow3te, without, 349, 357, 359, 
361, 362, 363. 

Canne, knows, is able, 407. 

Cant r cope = cantor cope, i.e. one 
worn by a priest officiating in 
the choir at certain services, 233. 

Carnok, a measure of four bushels, 
or half a quarter, of corn, 426. 

Cassed, quashed, 311. 

Catel, Katel, = chattel, goods, 
moneys, funds, property, 20, 
3°, 31, 46, 53, 400, &c. 

Certein of seluer, a sum of money, 

8 , 11. 

Certeyn of masses, a particular 
service of prayers, 278. (See 
Canon Rock’s “ Church of our 
Fathers,” vol. iii. p. 126.) 

Chaffare, chaffer, merchandise, 

353 , 357 , 359 , 3 82 , 383, &c- 

Chaloun, a kind of blanket or 

bed-cloth, 35°, 35B 35 2 - 

Clialys, cup, 8. 

Champertye, a partnership or 
sharing in gains (legal), 400. 

Chaunclelcr, chandler, 18, 38. 

Clicker, a checkered table or 

30 
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C * • t * Mm ohl rhi k< r urn! tho 
i- * i, • pp*»iotlY a chock * 

| . ' of tie inhabitant*, nf 

v ■ • h t).< ic wuc two, nil old 

A!ul 4 HO' , 4OO. 

t | n< n, Ch.ipnu 11, me rclmnt-s 
lr*-lcr*. 337, 359. 

( lir Mil, to choO* t\ 2 76, 2S0, 350. 

( J». lildr, 233. 

C Imgvii, judged, 322. 

( »d«i< , clot I kiI* 31. 

C nr, entire, 46, 276. 

CJipcd, called, named, 108, 275, 
4 * 7 - 

C ]»\n, Cltjkne, to call, summon, 
62. 71, 276. 

Oirclielie, clearly, 4. 

Clt\ m, claim, 1 6. 

Clot;, cloth. 36. 

CU*;h-wnlk. to full cloth, 383. 

Clr.the, 409. (Sf* A -cloth.) 

CIoJimi^c, clothing, livery, 313, 
318. 400. (<See A -cloth.) 

Clowtcd, mended, patched, 320. 

Coke. cook. 375, 405. 

Comenahlc somaunse, due sum- 
mons 34 9- 

Comend, coming, 53. 

Coinenaunt, ordered, ordinance, 

, 3 ^ 36 ‘ 

Coinciiynge, communing, talking, 
380. 

Commando, coming, 25. 

Commune, commonalty, 349, 350, 
356 

Corny 11, ( ‘omincn, to commune, 
to talk. 407, 425. 

Comjrncrs, commoners (in this 
case memhers of the common 
council of tlic town), 372. 

Coimyng, knowledge, skill, 319. 

Contekour, brawler, 4, 11. 

Cord ui, cordovan, a kind of 
leather, 358. 

( f'lym rej - cordwainers, shoe- 
’ o ki-rs. 331. 


Oorpomll or Corpora.*?, cloth upon 
which the snrml elements were 
placed oil tin* altar, 233. ( Srr. 

W ay’s IVomptorimn, v. Corpo- 
msse.) 

Corsnnt, Corsoynt, laxly or relic 
of a saint, 97, 1 88. 

Corvescr, Curvyscr, shoemaker, 

37 C 384- 

Couenable, fitting, 357. 

Counts, accounts, 35. 

Cowle, a kind of tub or large 
vessel, 371, 382. 

Cownand, 1 = cowunand, covenant, 
316. 

Cresset, a vessel for holding a 
light, 408. 

Cristen, Crystene, Christian, hi, 
&c. 

Crouehc, cross, 54, 83. 

Crowchemcsse = cross-mass, cross- 
tide, or roodmas, ltogation 
week, C19. 

Crykehc, church, 93. 

Custil, a dagger or long knife, 427. 

Debet, Debyte, deputy, 312, 315. 

Defl'e = deaf, stupid, 315. 

Delid, dealt, 38. 

Demanyngc, dealing with, order, 
decision, 387. ( See Demenaunt.) 

Dcmcnaunt, trading, dealing, 393, 
404. ( 0 . F. demener, to deal 

with, handle, order.) 

Demcned, Demeaned, ordered, dealt 
with, 395, 407. (.SieeDcmenauut.) 

Dene, Den, Decn, a dean or chief 
ofliccr, 48, 64, 69, 75, &c. 

Dcpartydc, divided, 279. 

Der, Dere, dear, 58, 65, 69, &c. 

Descuerd, dissevered, 444. 

Dcsse, dais, 327. 

Dcuer, Devoir, duty, 5, 377. 

Deuouteliche, devoutly, 22. 

Deye, die; Deyde, died, 362. 

Di. (diinidius), half, 58, 70. 

Diffuse, difficult, hard to be under- 
stood, 400. 
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Digne, worthy, 29. 

Dirige, Diryggis, Dyryge, Deregy 
= dirge, funeral services, 4, 60, 
64, 123, 145, 190, 326, &c. 
Disceuyd, deceived, 332. 
Discomened, turned out of the 
common council, 303 ( see 304). 
Discouere = discover, disclose, 

387- 

Discuretj, discloseth, 55, 79, 98. 
Discuse, disclose, 7 6 . 
Dis-klandered, slandered, 323. 
Dispeyre, dilapidation, 397. 
Dispisantliclie, contemptuously, 
angrily, despitefully, 80, 95. 
Dispyse, to be angry or spiteful, 
87,279,315. 

Distresse, Stresse, requirement, 
compulsion, 321, 323, 361. 
Don, do, to make or cause, 31, 

35 , 53 , 55 , 35 °- 
Doust, dust, 374, 396. 

Dowers = dougliers (from dowe, 
dough), bakers, 335. 

Duellen, dwell, 44. 

Durre, door, 188. 

D welle, remain, 56, 59, 81, &c. 
Dyl^eres, dyers, 359. 

Dyker (of leather), a dicker = ten 
skins, 384. 

Dystreyne, distrain, 362. 

Egalle, equal, 401. 

Eiyer, Eyer, Eythere, either, each, 

59 , 7 °, 89. 

Elde, old age, 6, 9. 

Elde=:yelde, yield, give, 316. 
Eldernlyche, . anciently, formerly, 
352 . 

Elies, else, 8. 

Elmesse, alms, 38, 452, &c. 
Empled, sued, 360. 

Emplete = implead, sue, 318. 
Enchesoun, reason, cause, excuse, 
7, 10, 43, 349. 

Encresin, Encresement, increase, 
• profit, 53. 

Engyne = engine, working, skill 


(“ male engyne” [legal], evil 
doing), 405 bis. 

Enterynge, burying, 31, 43. 

Entremet, meddle, 404. 

Entrit, enter, 36. 

Er, before, 353. 

Eschetour, 416. 

Essoyne, essoin, 361. (, See As- 

soyne.) 

Estat, Stat, ( 1 ) estate, property, 6, 
9> 3 6 2, (2) rank, 452. 

Esterne, Estre, Easter, 35, 359. 

Eten, Etyn, eat, 21, 31. 

Everich, Eueriche, Eueryche, 
Eueri, Eueril, Euerilk, Eucre- 
ilk, every, 6, 7, 26, 27, 30, 46, 
54, 56, &c. 

Exequises, burial services, 31, 74. 

Eyr, heir, 362. 

Eyr = eyre, Court of the Justices 
in Eyre, 362. 

Eythere, Eyjer, each, 78, 81, 89. 

Falshede on hand, 55, 8r, 95. 

Falye, Fayle, Faylith, faileth, 30, 
54, 62, 65, &c. 

ffangyth, taketh, 313. 

Fare, journey, voyage, 56. 

Fastyngonge, Shrove-tide, the 
beginning of Lent, 69. 

ffathe, St. Faith, 75. 

Fawer, favour, 318. 

Fawty = faulty, wanting, 72. 

Fecche, Feche, fetch, 76, 355, 413, 
415 - 

Fela, felawe, fellow, companion, 

3 °> 37 > 92 , 4 + 8 , + 5 1 - 

Felashyp, ffeleshipe, ffelasclieppe, 
fellowship, 315, 317, 321, efec. 

Feld, field, 36. 

Felwet, velvet, 415. 

Fenestres, windows, 362. 

Ferde, ffeerde, fourth, 62, 65, 67, 
69, &c. 

Ferdynd, Feiyyng, farthing, 90, 
11 9 - 

Fere, company, companionship, 
3 D 45 - 48, 421. 
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]\fu lt# 0 Fn inli*. friend*. 35. 

Kin* . rr. foreign or distant. 38. 

17 , ..^'loT, farthing h**f. 3,'>4- 

)Vn •'! the working days of 

tin* »uk, .4:6. 

IVrMiL.1 day nth-ring (lav, 421. 
(.w A thin r> ) 

1>, fTt-'V, fees, allowances, 59, 
66, 70. 

Felt, Fetton, fetch, 323, 447. 

Feu-tc. first. 318. 

Feuv. fair. 384. 

Foth, until. 63. 72. 

Firiiia>t, first, 4. 

Fir, sometimes used as to, 62, 63. 

Fun . for. 34. 

Foreign, Fort no, Forynar, stranger, 
not belonging to the borough, 
city, or gild. 317, 337, 382. 

For-neine|>, taketh away (“ for 
the ‘'tret y he for-nemejj/’ i.e. 
for the piece of street which he 
occupies, and thereby takes 
away), 339. 

Forsake, refuse, 71, 103, 108, &c. 

Fopm id, Fornveid, aforesaid, 33, 45. 

For*oth. truly, in truth, 326. 

For.-talle (see note to p. 353), 396. 

Forth, u^cd to strengthen some 
prepositions, as, benetliforth, 
withynforth, withoutforth, 373, 

, 393 , 394 - 

Forwctyn • for to wetyn, to know, 
62, 63. 

Fourtnvtlie, Fowrtcnytj, fortnight, 
35 ' 7 1 • 

Foyle, insult, 304. 

“ in vcyn foiliat bi flesch w\\> ab- , 
tx*."— W iclifrn A pul. (C. S.) 44. 

Frelcche, freely, 355. 


Fri«t, Frunt, fir*t, 80. 

Fnmtel, a moveable ornament for 
the front of the altar, 233. 

Fin re, fin*, 371, 382, 383. 

Fuulen, Fymlcen, provide, 35, 48, 
70, 71. <Sce. 

F)ho, fees, 60. 

Gaderid, gathered, 38, 121. 

Gnlegez, ph of galegge, galoche, 
or gnlaehe, a kind of under 
shoe or patten, 332. ( See Pyn- 
couz.) 

Care, go, 1 1 7. 

Garneamentes, gannents, 302. 

Gederynge, gathering, 387, 388. 

Gedren, gather, jot. 

Get, goats, 354. 

Gcyderd, gathered, 117. 

Gildwyt, a fine to the Gild, 185. 
(A.S. wile, punishment, fine.) 

Gleyve, Glaythc, glaive, a kind of 
hand-dart or lance, 388, 427. 

Godis, Godys, goods, moneys, 38, 
52, 53, ic. 

G011, Gone, go, 18, 19, 21, 31, ifcc. 

G011 (the bellman), ring, 55. 

Good, used in the singular as a 
noun, 350, 353. 

Grenewax ; certain proceedings 
by tbe Court of Exchequer, as 
to fines and certain profits to 
the king, used to be sealed with 
green wax, 370, 378. 

Grefc enquest, grand jury, 382, 

385. 405. 

Grcte clothynge, 377. (See A-cloth.) 

G reliance, grievance, 279. 

Grcuyd, grieved, 61, 76. 

Grist, corn, 336. 

Grueche, grumble, murmur, 91, 
94 , 97 - 

Gry[d]cj>, proclaimcth aloud, 361. 
(A.S. fjnedan, to ciy, call, say.) 

Flabbe, have, 352, 353, 355, &c. 
Habclyd = abelled, enabled, taught, 
337 - 
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Halde, Halt, hold, keep, 352, 358. 
HaldeJj, holdeth, keepetb, 354. 
Hale, to draw, to take, 425. 

Half Thursday, 1 error for Halig 
Thursday, or Ascension Day, 

34, 35, 36 . 

Halidom, relic, holiness, 36, 418. 
(See Holydom.) 

Hallomese, Halumesday, Hallow- 
mass, or All Saints’ day, Nov. 1, 
58, 60, 69. 

Halo wenety d, All Saints’ ti me, 3 5 1 . 
Halue, half, 356. 

Halwen (v.), to hallow, 17. 
Halwes, Halwen, Halewyn, Hal- 
lowen, saints, 3, 11, 22, 29, 40, 

397, &c - 

Halyer, a drawer = to the modern 
porter, 425. ( 0 . E. to hale, to 

draw, fetch or carry away.) 
Han, have, 30, 35, 37, 75, &c. 
Hap, event, chance, 7, 9. 

Ham, are, 36. 

Harnesid, clothed, dressed, 408. 
Harwaste, harvest, 313. 

Hastili, quickly, without delay, 

35, 46. 

Hat, Hat3, hath, 30, 53, 450. 
Hauened, having, 45. 

Ha wen, have, 1 1 9. 

Heare, hair, 396. 

Hedmesse = high mass, 144, 145. 
Heije, Hey, high, 8, 11. 

Heldyn, hold, 54. 

Hele, Heyle, health, 63, 78, 87, 
103. 

Hele, conceal, cover, 356. (See 
Hillyer.) 

Hem, them, 3, 23, 71, 76, 114, 
378, &c. 

Her, Here, Ere, Hur, Hure, 
their, 3, 14, 23, 27, 87, 111, 

35o, 35D 377, &c. 

Herborwed , harboured, lodged, 3 5 7 . 
Hergdes, earth, no. 

Herin, Heryn, Heren, hear, 14, 

.43- 

Hertes bed, hart’s head, 320. 


Hcrthc, earth, 35, in. 

Heste, behest, command, 350, 356. 

Hesterne, Hesterday, Easter, 71, 
78. 

Hethenesse, heathen lands, 36. 

Heuedes, heads, 349, 360, 362. 

Heuynesse, Heuines = heaviness, 
quarrelsomeness, 279, 450. 

Heyle, hale, healthy, 87. 

Hij, Hy, they, 349, 352, 355, 357. 

Hillyer, tiler, maker of tiles for 
roofs, &c. 398. (A. S. hilan, 

to conceal, to cover.) 

Hiring, hearing, 304. 

Hode, Hod, hood, 21, 56, 415. 

Hoggesters, hucksters, 337. 

Hokday, the Tuesday fortnight 
after Easter Day, 385. (Hock- 
tide was an ancient festival 
kept in the second week after 
Easter.) 

Hoke, oak, 117. 

Hoke3, hooks, 386. 

Holigost, Holy Ghost, 14. 

Holleche, Holecheche, wholly, 362. 

Holpyn, helped, 56. 

Holydom, (1) relic, (2) holiness, 
189, 319. 418. 

Holye, wholly, 188. 

Home, them, 58. 

Honest, decent, useful, 53, 190. 

Honestliche, decently, fairly, beau- 
tifully, 47, 52, 247, 278, &c. 

Hoo, who, 35. 

Hool, whole, 449. 

Horsbrede, 337, 376, 406. 

Horsecharche, horse load, 358. 

Hos, as, 98. 

Hostrye, inn, 376, 406. 

Hoten, (v.) (1) promise, (2) com- 
mand, 14, 27, 30, 37, &c. 

Houereday, everyday, 122. 

Housling peple, communicants, 
199, 204, 222, 247. (A.S. 

husel, the sacrament.) 

Housynge, furniture, &c. of a 
house, 362. 

Hows, Husc, house, 86, 357. 
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H j* r • • i l; furniture, \\U umU, 
9 m j\ 

llm •• •. hide*, p>6. 

Hr? d<^- . !*ix f l» tl ^ i •, 327. 

II)lMl, t •- r> Mil* !•, 337. 

Mu’, i «' ll. 3 I , 73. I06, I 22. 

lcln\ tl mi, 10*. 

Ili;t, lighud, 8. 

like. Ilka, Illio. even. 56,66,97, 
Ac. 

I Print 1, \ named, 54 . 

I I*n\ IP . (Sr Kllg} IH\) 

Inordvnatt moil, disorderly rule, 
35 -- 

Intraillcs Intrclle, entrails, 385, 
39 r >- 

Ion. John. 47. 

Irrite, of no effect. 311. (Lat. 
irntus , vain, useless.) 

I«. his 62. 

Janvl.' nge, chattering, talking, 
76, 79. 84 93, 104. 

Juw\ piinivhincut. instrument 
of punishment, or jurisdiction 
implied by the possession of 
such instruments, 355. 

Katel. (Sr <> Catch) 

Kcehcn, kitchen, 1 20, 

Kenneu. to know, 43. 

Kipendc, keeping, 53. 

Ktruere, carver, 446. 

Keywoode, wood landed at, and 
perhaps sold from, the quay, 

. 3 S 3- 

Knall’e, knnvc, 31 

Knave child, a hoy, male child, 30. 

Knolled, Knelled, tolled, by 
single .strokes (the hell is 
“ to he knolled, ” as dis- 
tinguished from “ rongen out”), 
189, 401. 

Knyghtenspencc, a local rate, 390. 

Komntr, Kunning, knowledge, 
skill, ^6, 277. 319. 321, 416. 


Krowc tti s, enu ts, 320. 

Kvrlu\ church, 87, 92. 100, 107. 

K \ rke wardeyns, churchwardens, 
146. 

Lnghe, law, 1 1 3. 

Lamines, Lammas, Aug. 1st, 60. 

Lmigucsse. length, 332. 

Lnpcn, basket, hamper, 355. (A.S. 
la Imp.) 

Lat. Lute, let, 8 1 , 359. 

Laten,ahurd mixed metal, thought 
\o be something like brass, 320. 

Launcegaye, a kind of lance or 
javelin, 388. 

Lauedy. (See Leuedi.) 

Law-day, lcet, meeting of the 
Court Lcct, 370, 405, &c. 

Leche-craift, doctoring, 322. 

Led, lead, 358. 

Lcdc, y-lad, taken, carried, 353, 
356 . 

Lede|>, carryeth, 358. 

Lcfull, Leeffull, lawfull, rightful, 

21 , 5L 390, 449* 

Lcgge, lay, lie, 362, 363. 

Lei)), layetli, lendeth, 357. 

Lcngcre, longer, 79. 

Lcntone, Lent season, 106. 

Lcse, lose, forfeit, 48, 50, 55, 56, 
77> 302, 350, &c. 

Lessid, lessened, diminished, 55. 

Lestende, Lcstyng, during, whilst, 
3 L 3 8 - 

Lcstenliehe, cnduriugly, for ever, 
45) 47- 

Lestet3, Lestyt, lasteth, 56, 63. 

Let, Lettyng, hindrance, hinder, 
delay, 23, 46, 55, 81, 447, &c. 

Lej)cr, leather, 353. 

Le))cn, 1 - legen, to lay, put, 94. 

Lcttid, hindered, 408. 

Leuacion of godis bodi, elevation 
of the host, 14, 27, 1 1 3, 1 1 5, 
117. 

Lcue, leave, 54, 58. 

Leuedi, Lauedy, lady, 14, 29, 36, 
62, &c. 
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Leuen, to live, 23 , 75 . 

Leueth, remaincth, 18. 

Leyn, Leye, to lay or spread, 36, 

. 9 1 ; 

Li (libera), a pound, 104, &c. 

Lie on, Lye, to belie, 80, 87, 95. 
Ligeaunce, allegiance, 39. 

Liste, like, please, 71, 76. 

Lijt, Lyt3, Lyht3, Lyt.he, Leyt, 
light, 7, 43, 54, 56, &c. 

Lode, 396. 

Loken, locked, 379. 

Lokes, locks, 360. 

Lolladries, “ heresies and errours” 
of the Lollards, 417. 

Lone, loan, 387, 393. 

Longet3, longes, belongs, 72, hi. 
Longynge, belonging, 11, 380. 
Loos, reputation, 3, 357. 

Lotte = lot, liability to bear office, 
189, 329. (See Scot.) 

Louerde, Lord, 89, 97, 100, &c. 
Lygge, to lie, 350. 

Lyggys, lies, 61. 

Lykynge, liking, pleasure, 30. 
Lymenour, limner, 9. 

Lystes, limits, 43, 44. 

Lyth, lieth, 59. 

Lythe. (See Lit3- ) 

Lythynge, lighting, 35. 

Lyuen, to live, 27. 

Lyuere, Lyverey, livery, 43, 56, 
76, 372. 

Lyues, St.(l) = St. Linus (Nov. 26), 
426. 

March, border, boundary, 249. 
(A.S. mearc.) 

March asyc, Marchalsey Court, 354. 
Mayntenaunce = maintenance (a 
legal term), 39, 400, 403. 
Maystris, masters, 27. 

Me, men, one (indef. pron.), 350, 

357, 360. 

Meche, much, 48. 

Mede, reward, 405. 

Mekil, Mckul, much, great, 45, 
in. (Nee Be.) 


Menstre, church, 38. 

Mercy = amercy, amerciament, 
355, 356. 

Merely, entirely, absolutely, 197. 

Meschief, Meschcef, distress, trou- 
ble, 5, 9, 38, 50, 64, &c. 

Mesomur, midsummer, 97. 

Mete, measure, 371, 382. 

Mete, meat, dinner, 36. 

Meyteyn, maintain, 62. 

Micheles day, Myckelle, Mihcl- 
messeday, Mykames, Miclmes, 
Michaelmas day, 10, 62, 91, 97. 

Mikil, much, 445, 449. 

Mild, gentle, 47. 

Mischefe. (See Meschief.) 

Missomer, Misomere, Mesomer, 
Myssomere, midsummer, 1 o, 

27, 97, 313 - 

Mo, more, 54, 386. 

Moder, mother, 3, 11, 22, 

Modur, Modyr, mother, 103, no. 

Mommyng, mumming, 427. 

More, greater, 189, 277, 307, 
360, &c. 

More, moor, 237. 

Mornspeclie, Morwespeche, Morun- 
speche, meeting of the gild, 
held in the morning, 45, 49, 
54, 60, 69, 71 , 117 , &c. (A 
“ spekyng to-gedyr,”pp. 52,67.) 

Morwe, Morwen, Morowen, mor- 
row, morn, 7, 8, 31, &c. 

Moryng, enhancing, 451. 

Mowe, Mowen, may, might, be 
able, 4, 7, 20, 23, 115, 306, 
3°7, 353, 

Myd, with, 354 , 359, 3 61 - 

Mydlcntoun, Midlcntene, Myde- 
lentone, mid-Lent, '91, 116, 

281. 

My 3 t, might, 7 6 , 355 . (Nee Power.) 

Mykames day, Michaelmas, 97. 

Mynaments, muniments, 287. 

Mynstralles, minstrels, 423, 447. 

Mynstre, church, 30. 

Myntenyn, maintain, 27. 

Mynute, small, 222. 
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Ni . umlv. 3*, 448 
Xk]*, Mating, ; 14 neep 

r.A**. ii. the autumn, 4 2,"). (A.S. 
A/i'V ,M *h % tp, n*t, lie; 
r g iu' 1 p tide ) 

Nium«I. taken. 386; Xcinyng, 
uking. 382. 

Xcvm (of), 11 -new, 372, 3S7. 

X<vl» t. Nought, Xouht. Xowt, 
X'*u;t, Xunt. (1) nothing. (2) 
n< e 4. 1 o ? 21, 4^) 4®» 54> 55* 

71. 353. &c\ 

Non, None. Xen. no, 361, 362, 
392 . 4041 *c. 

None, noon, 31. 355. 

Xo mxlcr, none other, 302. 

Xou^t, noujthe, nothing, 7, 9. 

X< v* *e noi*e, 7 2. 

Xo\*ance nui-ance, injury, 249. 
Nunc, to take, 35.3. 358, 362. 
(A.S .Hi man. See Xenied, Out- 
iH’inc. ) 

Xvm. U not, 361. 

X)th, X} jt, night, 71, 75, 360. 

0 , 0 r>, On. Oon, one, 29, 315, 

35 i. 334 . 3 6o > 445 * 

Oh, (obelus). a halfpenny, 27, &c. 
OUtt. Ohl>ettc = ohit, 198, 326. 
01»iU\ funeral Fornec, 145, 336, 
42 1 . 

Obli«dud. obliged, hound, 39. 
Ocrupiicion. trade, 327, 328. 

0 ecu pie, uptake up, 375, 396, &c. 
Odynaun , ordinances, 80. 

0d\ r. other, 279. 

Of-Ukc, overtaken, excepted, 3^3. 
Ofter, offer, 65, 69. 


Olupv. hin.h, oirh. every, 330, 
334* (A.S. <W/'h/. f/ n/iy»/// f 

(tiilt/tty, (t nlrji % < t/ilt jt - 

19 , aulijK (in Ij/j'i. ) 

Omlude onehood, agreement, 

4 r> * • 

Onleehc, only, 353. 

( >ny once, 403. 

Or. before, 360, 377. 393, See. 

On lev ned, ordered. (So 1 p. 38, 
line 3.) 

Ordinate, orderly, 333. 

Osed, 1 [w]o[r]s[t]cd, worsted, 

3 2 1 • 

Ostery = liostry, an inn, 376. 

Othc, oath, 36. 

Other, or, 335. 

0 J>ct, Oyere, Oyer, 03ere, or, 
other, either, 4, 9, 29, 55, 72, 
84, &e. 

0})cr-lokcr, otherwise, 355. 
Ouerseyn, overlooked, 374, 397. 
Out-nome, except, or unless, 350, 
35 i, 36 i. 

Out-nyme, cxccjited, 353. 
Out-taken, unless, excepted, 33, 
98 , 445 . 

Oward, award, 35. 

Owen, Owyn, own, private, 56. 
Owythe, Ovvith, ought, 34, 380. 
Oyere, Ojere. {See Ojjcr.) 

Pache, patch, 320. 

Palyoun, pavilion, 233. 

Paine (Fr. panme , palm), a kind 
of tennis game, in which the 
ball was struck with the hand, 
372 , 387 - 

Pans, pence, 353, 354. 

Parcel -gylt, partly gilt, 199. 
Parcell, part, 1 98. 

Party gown = a parti-eolouro <1 
gown, 320. 

Paryllc, peril, danger, 371, 382. 
Pask, Easter, 10. 

Paste, dough, 336. 

Patrons, patterns, 321. 

Pavys = pavisc, a kind of large 
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shield, either for the body or 
for walls, 320. 

Pax-brede = pax-borde, an orna- 
mented tablet of wood or metal, 
used at mass, and kissed by the 
priest and others in sign of 
peace with God, 233. ( See 

“Ch. of our Fathers/’ voL iii. 
pt. ii. p. 161.) 

Paynys, fines, 336. 

Paysing, weighing, 322. 

Peltyers, furriers, 29. 

Penner, a pen-case, often hung 
from the girdle, sometimes 
joined with an ink-horn, 320. 

Pernele, St., Petronilla the Virgin, 

47 - 

Pes, peace, 6, 37, 71. 

Peyne, pain, fine, 10, 377, 381, 
&c. 

Peyse, weight, 356. 

Peysiblyche, peaceably, 52. 

Peyyn, pay, 63. 

Pillor, thief, 389. 

PI egge, pledge or surety, 277, 382. 

Pond, a pound, 4, 117, 121. 

Porveyde, provide, 357. 

Potel = pottle, a measure of two 
quarts, or half a gallon, 59, 60, 
66, &c. 

Pouer, poor, 278. 

Pouerte, poverty, 70, 73. 

Powel, Poule, Powle, Paul, 30, 
52, 189. 

Power of the town, jurisdiction of 
the town, 355, 356. 

Powere, of power, rich enough, 
able, wealth, ability, 4, 48, 75, 

3 8 9 - 

Poysand, Poysaunt, weighing, 18, 
26. 

Predicted, aforesaid, 198. 

Prentise, Prentyse, Printes, Pryn- 
tes, apprentice, 306, 315, &c. 

Preyeers, prayers, 71. 

Preysed, Preised, appraised, valued, 

33 2 . 39 }- 

Profcth-abil, profitable, 62. 


Profry, proffer, 360. 

Propere, own, 48, 59, 66, 70, &c. 

Prouen, to try, 10 1. 

Prouid, proved, 58, 69. 

Prykette, a candle made to fix 
upon a spike or prick, 326. 

Pryme, between six and nine 
o’clock a.m., also daybreak, 18, 
31, 60. But see pp. 79, 275, 
where “ ye oure prime is clepyd 
the secounde oure aftyr noone.” 

Pure, poor, 144, 145. 

Purvoyd, provided, 397. 

Putts, pits, 372, 385. 

Pyffanye, Epiphany, 103. 

Pyncouz = pynsous, thought to be 
“ high unsoled shoes of thin 
leather, which were commonly 
worn with pattens,” or galaclies, 
332. 

Pyte, pity, 395. 

Quarter, q r ., farthing, 58, 60, 65. 

Quarterage, Quarteridge, quar- 
terly payments, wages or dues, 
3, 8, 289. 

Quayers, Quayres, quires, 197,379. 

Queristeres, Querysters, choristers, 
198, 222. 

Quiche, Queche, which, 51, 52, 71, 

274 note. 

Quile, Qwyles, while, 62, 104. 

Quose, whose, 69, 80. 

Qwan, Qwhan, when, 30, 275 note. 

Qwat, Qwhat, what, 72 274 note. 

Qwere yat, whereat, 72. 

Qwilk, which, 37. 

Qwo-so, Qwho-so, whoever, 30, 

275 note. 

Qwyche, Queche, which, 31, 71, 
274 note. 

Qwyt, white, 104. 

Qwyte, quits, 36. 

Qwyten, to wit, 92. 

Bay lyveries, gowns made with 
cloth in stripes of two or more 
different colours, 422. 
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R. I- 1 . ill 1 * 1 >..\< 1 unruly, 53, 79. 

?4 

lU»-» rectivrr*. 371. 

1 V. m ; 1 ( •** note to |>. 35.l1* 
l!rknuig<*». reckoning*, 33. 370, 
ftc. 

K. : f.tliat which is left, remainder, 

3 1 

Renn naiint. remainder. 31. 361. 
R< |h 1 c — ri jk'hI , recall. 4 t / • 
limuirt, received. 31. 

K--i.unt, n'-ichnt. 373. 390. 

R< wmablccho, reasonably, 43. 
K«-tc\ igndo. retained, 333. 
ltctrny . to n turn. 4 18. 4 22. (O.Fr. 

rearer, to withdraw.) 

Reuenowi*, revenues, 335. 

Kite, custom. 383. 

Ro)*t*. cattle, oxen (A.S. hrufter, 
/.r. »r). 339. 

Euyl. rule, 4. 

R'gge, back (of a man), 354. 

(A. S. h ric. hr>/ri/.) 

Ev (.ct 5. Rysythe, riseth (from table), 
'56. 88 . 

Hu s, Ihthis, Ryghtes, Ryjtcs, 
right*, fees, 54, 58, 60, 86, 357, 
361. 

Rythc, right, 30. 

Sndde, staid, sober, grave, 311, 
379, 382, &e. 

Sal. (See Sclial.) 

Saueii, take care of, 81. 

Snuter. philter, 26, 33, 282. 
Sawtrc. Sowerc, sewer, 314, 315. 
Schal. Shal. Ssal, Xal, Seholcne, 
Schul, Schulyn, Seullen, Shul- 
len, Shun,Sshullon,Shuln, shall, 
t 1, 24, 27, 29, 35, 40, 54, 67, 
Are. 

Schyl, reason, 30. 

Scot, rates, taxes, 189, 329. also 
346 note. (A.S. Scent.) 

“ hvtry freeholder is hound to be a 
partaker in lot, which is liability to hold 
ofR' • , and in trot, which means contri 
but'on to taxe-s an l other charges.” — 
Riley's Mc:n. of London, p. 601. 


Screweyjieys. stewards, 119. {See 
Skevens. ) 

Sent, writing. 337, 362. 

So, sea, 48. 32. 

Seende, seeing, 51. 

Soke, sick. 66. 

Sclo|>, seal, 339. 

Seine, Selucl, Selfe, self, selfsame, 
the said, same, 14, 27, 37, 74, 
75 * 354 . & c - 

Seiner, Syluer, money, 8, 36, 116, 
357 - 

Sclynge, sealing, 339. 

Semble, assembly, 31. 

Semelyn, assemble, 47. 

Sen, Sent, saint, 54, 62, 83, 119, 
&c. 

Sent, assent, 58, 69. 

Seriauntes, Serjeants, 362, 374, 
395 . &c. 

Scsynge, seizin, 359. 

Scte, Sety, fit, wholesome, 382, 
397,425. (O.E. $oole, sweet.) 

Scte, city, 35. 

Seth, Setliens, (1) then, (2) since, 
76,413, 414. {See Sithyn.) 

Setsayne, citizen, 322. 

Sewrer, surer, 413. 

Sewte, suit, 362. 

Sewy, to sue, 361. 

Seyall, seal, 327. 

Scyn, seen, 380. 

Seyn, say, 35. 

Seynge, sing, 34. 

Seysy, seize, 362. 

Shapyn, shopping, a shop, 317. 

Shon = shoon, shoes, 359. 

Shongable= shoongavel, a tax upon 
shoes. 359. {See Smergauel.) 

Shnl. (See Schal.) 

Sille, sell, 373, 392. 

Sise = assize, 424. {See A-syse.) 

Site, Syte, city, 27. . 

Sithyn, Sithcncc, since, 36, 197, 
222, 247, 298. {See Sythen.) 

Skeuaynes, Skevens, Skyueyns. 
( 0 . Fr. echevins), stewards or 
bailiffs (officers of the gild next 
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in l'ank to the aldennan), 46, 
48, 54, 64, 81, &c. 

Shore, 357, 362. 

Slippe, a steep approach to the 
river, 374, 396, 397. 

Slocke, entice, 336. 

Smere, fat, ointment, 356, 359. 

Smergauel = smeregavel, a tax 
upon “smere” or ointment, 359. 
(A. S. gqfol, a tax or tribute.) 

Smeten, Smyten, struck (“after 
prime be smyten”), 60, 79, 83. 

Socage rolls, rolls of those holding 
under socage tenure, i. e. within 
a soke, 376. {See Sok.) 

Socorourris, helpers, 335. 

Soigne, sung, 144. 

Sok = soc or soke, a territory or 
liberty within which certain 
privileges were possessed, 350. 
(> See Gloss, to Thorpe’s A. S. 
Laws : Bosworth’s Diet.) 

Somnes, summons, 317. 

Somonour, summoner, beadle, 30. 

Sonde, sending, thing sent, 31, 3 5, 

5°. 

Soole = sole, single, 190. 

Sothly, truly, 146. 

Souerengly, chiefly, 45. 

Soutere, Sowtere, cordwainer, 
shoe-maker, 358, 359. 

So wen, saw, 52. 

Soyne, essoin, 361. 

Spence, buttery, 327. 

Stabeled, stabled, established, 54, 
97, 328. 

Stabeliche, firmly, 37. 

Stake, fastener, 362. 

Stat, State, (1) estate, property; 
(2) prosperity, 72. {See Estat.) 

Stede, place, 349, 350, 372. 

Steure, to stir, move, 317. (A.S. 

sturan, to stir.) 

Stresse. {See Distresse.) 

Stretys, estreats, 400, 421. 

Streyte, strict, close, 389. 

Stynting, ceasing, stopping, 415. 

Sullere, seller, 355. 


Sustentacion, support, 67, 336, 

&e. 

Suster, sister, 9, 190, 278, &c. 
Sustren, Sustris, sisters, 3, 275, Ac. 
Suwynge, following, 43. 

Suyt, Sute, suit, livery, 3, 43, 446. 
Swerynge, swearing, 362. 

Swilk, such, 55. 

Swte, suit, 446. 

Swych, such, 276, 278, 360, 363. 
Sylwes, shelves, 327. 

Symple, common, 8, n. 

Syngnyt, assigneth, 35. 

Sythen, Sythyn, (1) then; (2) 
also, afterwards, 46, 55, 72, 88. 
Sythes, times, 20. 

Sy3te, sight, 362. 

Takyn on, put on, 56. 

Tallage, tax, 356, 359, 390. 
Talwj, tallow, 359. 

Tapener, a weaver, a narrower, 
one Avho regulates the width of 
the cloth, 350, 352. 

Taraget, “ court rolls, rentals, or 
terrages” (Smirke, Arch. Journ. 
ix. 69), 350. 

Tary3ynge, delay, tarrying, 357. 
Taske, tax, 390, 393. 

Tayle, tale, account, tally, 83, 362. 
Tenne, to conduct, 418. 

Tensure, a word thought to signify 
some local kind of tenure, 373, 
383, 394- 

Tenys, tennis, 372, 387. 

Tejnng, tything, 361. 

Theues, thieves, 6, 9. 

Thofte, thought, 314. 

Thorow, Thorw3,Thurw3, through, 
6, 9. 

Thridde, Thredd, third, 49, 54, 
64, &c. 

Times, thrice, 77. 

Thurghe, through, 31. 

Thysmyste, dismissed, 313. 
panne, then, 
pare, to which, 356. 
pat, that 
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p ^ ... j.-ln thr midp, that, 
t*-; io*> 

|\.!.r thithfr. 

«vt\c In* Imiliwick. 
( In O I’. " /•» /• r • n - 1 
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p i* tht— c. 

P *k* tin like, •uch. 332. 

{V *i «, things 
jv. r. thm , win re, 3;. 
j'. r*>f, t K« n"f, 3. 
p- though. 3f,.(. 
p.'kr. (fr* pulkc.) 
pml. thinl. 

J' i, tli* -so. 

j).>rghc, through, 339. 

JVtow, through, 47, 49. 
pnuj. though. 75. 
prr, three, 360. 
pridde, thinl. 359. 
pulkc. julkc. those, 353, 354, 356, 
357 . &f* 

p\ rdc, third, 315. 

1 ik 55 - 

Tine, to inclose, 437. 

To. .sometimes used as while, 84, 
sonu times ns /or, 352, 354. 

To, two, 30. 35, 60. 

To-fore, before, 332. 

To-gedtre, To-gvder, Tokcdcrc, to- 
gether, 3. 34, 67, 279. 

Tonne, n barrel, tun, 358. 

Toy, two. 1 1 3, 117. 

Toycr, ’(other, 54. 

Trauaile, trouble, work, 8,35, 66, 
Ac. 

Tray, tre, wood, 358. 

Tre, wood, 199, 372 (“chimneys 
of tre,” chimneys of wood.) 

Tre ntal, Trent, thirty masses, 8, 38. 
Trewclich, Trculcchc, truly, 3, 

349 - 350. 357 - 
Tn *t. faithful, tnisty, 46. 
Tro»t<nde, trusting, 53. 

Trowys, boats or barges of a certain 
sort, 424. (A.S. Ireoiu, a tree.) 
Tw eye, two, 39, 350. 

Twejes, twice, 357. 


Tylier*, tillers, husbandmen, 23. 

Unboxlmm, disobedient, 5, 92. 
Unsk\ Ifulleebe, unreasonably, *55, 
100. 

Up-on, Yp, withal, according to, 
^ 37c ^o, 76, 355, &c. 
Urelauedycs day, our Lady’s day, 

83. 

Vole, many, 360. 

Vcrrey, Verray, Very, true, 7, 10, 
r 48, 63, 417. 

Viagc, journey, expedition, 17. 
Vigille, watch, 393. (See Wacche.) 
Vnboxlium, Vnbuxum, disobe- 
r 5, 55, 92. 

Vndrcn = undcni, from 9 am. to 
1 2 at noon (corresponding to the 
canonical hours called “tierce”), 
^ 353 * 

Yndurfongc, to receive, 349, 357. 
Vndurnemere, taker, surpriser, 
t 350 . 

Vnshlawc, unslaughtcrcd, 354. 
Ynskil ful ike, unreasonably, 93, 
100. ( See Schyl.) 

Vn-to, before, 280. 

Vnye, to unite, 310. 

Vnytee, unity, 22. 

Yolwyng, following, 324. 
Vppeyne, upon pain or fine, 353. 
Yre, our, 83. 

Ysud, Yscd, communicated (taken 
the sacrament), 14, 27. 

Vsyd, used, accustomed, 51. 
Vy3tyngc, fighting, 361. 

Wacche (1) a public watch or vigil, 
408 ; (2) a tax for the main- 
tenance of that watch or vigil, 

39 °> 393 ; 

Waclic, which, 34. 

Walk (cloth-) to full cloth, 383. 
Wane, wanting, absent, 30. 
Warde, keeping, charge, 359. 
War-fore, AVer-fore, wliercfor, 353, 
354 - 
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Warn, to tell, give notice, 5, 7, 80, 
87, 92, &c. 

Was, -whose, 352. 

Watrd, watered, 397. 

Waxshote, wax-rate, 190. 

Waylore, value, 313. 

Wed, a pledge, 8, 11, 55, 91, &c. 
(See Bor we.) 

Wed eryng, weather, 23, m. 

Wekett, wicket, 320. 

Wele (habbewele), will, will have, 
360, 361. 

Wele, weal, 335, 337, 408. 

Wende, to go, 7, 10, 20, 31, 47. 

Wenej>, tliinketh, 362. 

Werche, Worche, work, 350. 

Werned, warned, 321. 

Weten, Wetynge, Whet, Witen, to 
make known (“the alderman 
shall weten the dene to seye ”), 
35 ) 46, 349 i to know, 48, 53, 

54 ) 75 . 3 W) 3 6 °- 

Wetye. (See Wytye.) 

Weye, way, 38. 

Wher-porow, Whar-youghe, Wher- 
t burgh, whereby, 46, 417. 

Whethir-so, whosoever, 74. 

Witen. ( See Weten.) 

Wist, Wyst, known, 81, 95. 

Wit-owten, without, 55. 

Wittye, having knowledge, shrewd, 
46. 

WiJ>-segge, to gainsay, 355. 

Wodde, wood, 425. 

Wode-wexen, woad-wax, a plant 
used by dyers, 358. 

Wollmongere, wool-inonger, 353. 

Wonyef), dwelleth, 358. 

Wonyjynge, dwelling, 362. 

Worchepefulleke, honourably, 57. 

Worschepe, Wrcliepe, Worchippe, 
honour, 27, 45, 58, 62, 65, 
&c. 

Wrecche, malice, vengeance, 80, 
95 - 

Wreccliedness, misdoing, 7, 9. 

W.ygthe, Wythe, Wyght, weight, 
3 °) 35 . 383- 


Wyht-al breed, wastel bread, toi, 
102. 

Wyke, woke, week, 9, 18, &c. 
Wyllanie = villany, injury, 280. 
Wyth-sounday, Whitsunday, 60. 
Wyt, with, 43. 

Wytye, Wetye, keep, 350, 357. 
Wyjmra we, withdraw (?), 361. 
Wy 3 te, weight, 354, 356. 

Xal,Xuln, shall, 54, 55. ( See Schal.) 

Yam, them, 1 1 1. 

Yanne, then, 30. 

Yate, gate, 374, 397. 

Y-be, been, 359. 

Yche, each, 64. 

Yefe, if, 26. 

Yefte, gift, 386. 

Yei, Yey, they, 23. 

Yeld, yield, pay, 329. 

Yelde, gild, 237, 238, 281, 370, 

376 . 

Yemen, protected, governed, 324. 
Yer, Yere, there, where, 15, 20, 

43 . 59 . 7o, &c. 

Yerd, rod, 87. 

Yerfore, therefore, 56. 

Yer-qwile, the while, 72. 

Yeuen, Yeuyn, Yeue, Yeve, Yewen, 
give, 26, 64, 1 19, 298, 329. 
Yeyse, Yese, these, 54, 60, 63. 
Y-fuld, completed, full, 363. 

Yhef, if, 24. 

Ylier, year, 23. 

Yhifte, gift, 417. 

Y-lad, carried, 356. 

Y-leued, left, 357. 

Ylke, each, 362. ( See p* ylke.) 

Y-nome, took, taken, 351. 

Ynow 3 , enough, 9. 

Yoder, the other, 313. 

Yowte = out, outer, 313. 

Yre, iron, 358. 

Yre, three, 58, 65, 71. 

Yredde, Yridde, third, 60, 78, &c. 
Y-swore, sworn, 349, 350, 360. 
Y-take, taken, 357. 






Y «r • ) - \*it* !, kept, take n rare 

tf Wit\e.) 

Y ;• tii y* »riv. 35f v 

Y - ‘iilr |«iul ( \ il'lilixl up, 357. 

v r, ^n\ 3. ^7. 47, 71, &c\ 

5trvlf. rxm\ % yr }t 330. 

5^n*L> - war-day. anniversary, 

jenumk, desiring (yearning), 51. 


)Cii(\ ;euen, give, given, 3 

4 

JejM*, these, S 6. 

5if. j« f, if. 4, 6, 50, 349, &c 
5if(c^ gifts. 53. 
jomro. young, 51, 53. 

5011, tllOllgll. 

501R11, given, 53. 

5", yon, 53. 

5yld, jeld, yield, 3, 357. 
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Acquittance from general pay- 
ments, 85 note, 270. 

Acts. ( See Ordinances.) 

Ale, the name for a feast, 182, 
216. 

Ale and ale-conners, 343, 355, 
382, 425. 

Anglican Church, 262. 

Apprentices, 183, 209, 315, 316, 
390 - 

Arbitration in disputes, 21, 55, 
76, 96, 101, 1x5, 280, 322, 

3 2 3> 426, 442, 45 0 - 1 - 

Assize of bread and ale, 354, 355, 

365-367, 381. 

Award by Edw. IV. between the 
Tailors’ Gild and Corporation 
of Exeter, 304. 

Baker MSS., list of, where found, 
274 note. 

Bakers and bread, 354, 365, 381, 
424. 

Bare legs and feet, none to attend 
the feast in, 81, 87. 

Barley, price of, 12 1, 123; pay- 
ments made in, 182, 184, 185. 

Bellman, 55, 145, 163, 190, 191, 
249 - 

Bells knelled, 189, 401 ; peals of, 
190-192, 296. (See Ringers.) 

— at Westminster, 294 ; in Wor- 
cester, 395, 401, 402. 


Birmingham family, curious de- 
tails as to settlement of pro- 
perty in, 235-238. 

— antiquity of the name, 246 

note. 

Boy-bishop, 422. 

Brewers. ( See Ale.) 

Bromfield, Court Roll of, 441. 

Bull-running in Stamford, 192. 

Bushey (Herts), Court Rolls of, 
440 - 

Bye-laws like Ordinances of Gilds, 
&c., 348, 438-441- 

Certificates of Colleges, &c., offi- 
cial, of Hen. VIII. and Edw. 
VI„ I96-I99, 201-205, 221- 
223, 247, 259. 

— how far valuable, 197 note, 
247. 

Chantries confused with Gilds, 
205-207, 259. 

Character, good, required of new 
brethren, 76, 139, 141, 229,306. 

Charter, what it is, 300. 

Charters not necessary, 128 note, 
130 note, 226 note. 

Children of gildsmen admitted 
without payment, 161, 340. 

Christmas festivities, peace during, 
427 - 

Classes, different, in a craft gild, 
3 2 4 - 


* This is not an exhaustive Index, but will he useful in finding occasional 
points which would not so readily be found by means of the marginal abstracts 
and the Introduction. See also the Glossarial Index. 
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(, ' V, w . t . o ..ml cloth w nlki ru, 
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C**h v *» „• i»t» u- MS. r»M mbling, 

I 75 *v.V/ 

( iMhIii ii (i **, 201 »*•(* 

l -.. 11 1*1 1 « a 1 principles in Eng- 
Uml. 

( I c*%* relations of Gilds 

t... 1 :i\ 23 9. 230, 283, 2S6 
* p. 2ov, 3-9 33 L 334 , 

34 s - 3 T 9 - 4 * 1, -po. 

( Vrri-t»oii of sinants and np- 
j.n nlin 322. 390. 

CV*ft gilds, ordinances of, 150 
. v, 1 79 208. 

— iuk ir\ Exeter, 33.1 . 

— (Vrdwaincrs, Exeter, 331. 

— Fuller*. Bristol, 284. 

— Tailor*. Exeter, 312, 324. 
Craft gihL. relations between, and 

Corporations, 2SO, 334, 337, 

37 ‘>. 3 M 1 - -l-o. 4 . 3 °- 
Cmft-mcn. ninercements on, 379. 
Grafts’ pageants, 385, 407, 408; 

li\ * rii-s, 388. 

Curfew. 427. 

Customary of Bushev, 441; of 
Tctteulull, 432. 

I Xml, masses for, not provided, 

I 8 1 a tte. 

Di«lie>itimi, remarkable, 172 note. 
Difnwc at law, help in, 166. ( See 
Arbitration.) 

D* ritend eliapel, 241, 258-261. 
Destruction of the Gilds, means 
taken for, 196, 203 note, 251 

Itofs. 

Dowry to girls, 194, 340. 

K b r Father, 169. 

L .dowinent on foundation, 155, 
16 , 162, 193, 240, 244, 251. 
E. il -doers, punishment of*, by Gild, 
158, 166, 170. 

Exeter, records of, 126, 300. 


Fnrringdnn Without, Ward of, 1 29 

Felony, brethren guilty of, 158. 
IVrthingmcn or stewards, 34 1. 
Figures, curious method of writing, 
1 99 - 

Fire in Worcester, 382, 385. 

I’iMi. sale of, 345, 353, 354, 396. 
Flagons, 173 note, 183. 

Flowered candles, 30. 

Foreign of Birmingham, 236. 
Forestalling and regrating, 345, 

^ 346, 353. 3 6 s. 

Four good men, 135 note. 

Frauds in trade, laws against, 351 
note , 368. 

Fuel for the poor, 425. 

Fullers and cloth-walkers, 180. 
{See Cloth-making.) 

Ghosts and spirits, 194. 

“ Gilde,” meaning of, 122. 
Gild-hall, 246, 250, 387, 392. 
Gilds mentioned in notes : — 
Burford, 272. 

Bury St. Edmunds, 251 note. 
Dronfieid (Derbyshire), 1 69 
note. 

Grantham (Lincolnshire), 169 
note , 1 74 note. 

Grimsby, 185 note. 

Minstrels and Players, Lincoln, 
294. 

Ringers of Westminster, 295. 
Worcester, 180. 

Gilds merchant, 152, 168, 226, 

239; 357, 4i 1 , 43°* 

Glanvilles, the two, 191. 
Graccman, 172, 176, 183. 

Great Seal of England of Edward 
III., curious facts as to, 227 note. 
Guest at home, ale for, 185; at 
Gild feast, 186 note , 219. 

Hans House, 151, 357. 

Head officer, different names for, 
46, 165, 170, 172, 183, 195, 
219 note, 229. 
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Hearse, funeral, 176. 

Hedge-bote, 437. 

Help-men, 156, 160, 217. 

Hire of labourers, 395. 

Holy Cross, legend of the Inven- 
tion of, 224. 

Homage and mutual help, 19 1 note. 

Horse bread, 337, 366, 406. 

House-bote, 437. 

Housling people, 199, 222, 247, 
260. 

Hucksters, 337, 343. 

Impressed manuscript, 175 note. 

Incorporation of several Gilds 
together, 219, 338. 

Indulgences to helpers of a Gild, 
269. 

Inns, 30, 406. 

Inquiry, regular, articles of, 158, 
366, 367. 

Inquiry before license of mort- 
main, 240-243. 

Inspeximus charters, 153, 227, 
232, 301. 

Inventories named and given, 168, 
2 33> 320, 327. 

Jewels and plate, 140, 199, 248. 

Juries, 400, 405. 

Kalendars’ Gild of Bristol, 287, 
417, 428. # 

Kind, payment of workmen in, 
suppressed, 352 note, 383. 

King’s peace. ( See Peace.) 

Law, ordinances not against, 23, 
3°> 39> 337 i but tlie contrary, 
(See Town.) 

Law-day, or Leet, 41 1, 421, 439. 

Law-suits, 271. (See Arbitration.) 

Laws and ordinances, publication 
of, 376, 402, 412. (See Ordi- 
nances.) 

Leather, 345, 353, 358, 359, 384. 

Lect-Court, 41 1, 439 ; articles of 
inquiry at, 3C7. 


Legacies, 29, 1 65, 170, 317, 339. 

Lepers, 341. 

Letters patent to Stratford Gild, 
218. 

Liveries, city, 422. 

Liverymen in Tailors’ Gild, Exeter, 

, 324 - 

Liverymen in Worcester, 386, 388- 
389 - 

Loans to brethi'en, 8, 11, 156, 
160, 170, 229. 

Lodgings for the poor, drc., 143, 
231, 249. 

Lot. (See Scot.) 

Magna Charta, meaning of the 
frequent confirmations of, 227 

note. 

Manuscripts used in Part III., 
accounts of, 363, 409-41 1, 428, 
429, 432 , 43 8 ) 443 - (See 
Returns.) 

“ Maser,” 174 note, 231. 

Masters of Gilds witnesses to 
charter deeds, 235 note. 

“ Medius ” and middle lords, 226 
note, 245 note, 263 note. 

Meetings, 128 note. 

Members of Parliament, payment 

of, 134, 393 - 

Midwife, common, 249. 

Mortmain, license of, from whom 
needful to be obtained, 226- 
227 note, 245 note, 263 note. 

— illustration of proceedings 
taken in getting, 240-245. 

— in some cases none ever got, 
251 note. 

Mortmain, statute of, mentioned, 

1 95 - 

Music, 148, 149, 289, 294. (See 
Ringers.) 

Names of brethren, 112, 453. 

Night watches, 194, 217. 

Oaths, specimens of, 188, 3 1 6— 
3 r 9 - 


31 


INDIA. 




O' <!• p • m»l. 4! 1. 

(.►ft.-.- br»-«hn*n acquitted from 
]«un< :>t« while holding* 3 ^> 85 
*». 1*. 

Otfi • r* of inunici]Ml l»odie», 349, 
4 1 a. 

Ordu«»n> making of, 1 1, 48, 57, 
139, 192. 402. 

— rcadiag of, (o new brethren, 
159. 16 1, 162. 

— practice of reviewing from 
time to time, 181 note, 187, 
* 93 - 3 * 5 - 

— confirmation of, by Justices, 
210. 330. 

— confirmation of, by Bishop 
and Commi<>ary, 268-9, 271. 

— confirmation of, by Corpora- 
tions, 286, 334, 337. 

— of different Gilds, copied from 
one another, 272. 

— of Worcester, called “ Acts,” 
how made, recorded, and made 
known, 376, 379, 402, 404. 

Pageant 140, 142 rag. 385, 
407, 408, 446. 

Paper in ancient manuscripts, 44 
note, 132, 133. 

Pardons, 218. 

Parliaments, two in one year, 136. 

“ Patria,” meaning of, 243 note. 

Peace, King’s, must be kept, 388, 
389, 427, 428. 

Pilgrims and pilgrimage, 157, 177, 
180, 182, 231. 

Play along the streets, 137. 

Poor, special entertainment of, 
169. 

Prayers made by brethren, 22, 
36, 37. 7 G 76, no, hi, 114, 
177, 184, 217, 229, 318, 448. 

Priests, want of provision for, 220 

note. 

Private Bill in Parliament, an- 
cient, 309-3 1 2. 

Processions, 19, 25, 30, 38, 43, 
72, 141, 148, 232, 446. 


Proclamations of Writs in London 
and country, 129, 13 1. 

Property, real, held by Gilds, 12, 
' 7 ', » 9 8 > 21 3 > 2l8 , = 33 - 2 34 - 

Lector, name for head officer of 
Gild, 193. 

Bcgratcrs. (Sec Forestalling.) 

Bents and rent-charges, grant of, 
218. 

Bcports made under Henry VIII. 
and Edward VI. ( See Certi- 
ficates.) 

Bcprescntative institutions, idea of, 
1 34 > 135 note. 

Resumption, Acts of, 301 note. 

Returns, notes as to MSS., 2, 40, 
41, 44, 126, 235, 262. 

Ringers and ringing, 190-192, 
288-296, 326. 

Rod, penance by holding the, 81, 

87. 

Saint’s name to Gild, 195 n ole, 
201 note, 221. 

Saints, patron, 168 note. 

Sanatory regulations in local bye- 
laws, 396, 398, 440, 442. 

Scot and Lot, 189, 329, 345 note, 
474 - 

Schools and schoolmasters, 198, 
202, 205, 221, 223, 288. 

Seals of Gilds, 18, 168, 201, 207, 
246, 250, 301, 327. 

Shares of brethren in goods 
bought, 210, 345. 

Sistrcn, not in some Gilds, 263 

note. 

Soul candles, 178, 184. 

Soul pence, 181. 

Staple, Statute of the, 356 ; 
Mayor’s Commission of, 419. 

Statutes of Gilds. (See Ordi- 
nances.) 

Stratford-upon-Avon, Mr. Fisher’s 
work as to frescoes, &c. at, 224. 

Sudden death, 113. 

Sworn men, 349. 
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Tabard, 81, 87. 

Tankards and flagons, 173 note , 
183, 184, 217, 231. 

Temporal affairs, part taken in by 
ecclesiastics, 265. 

Tilers in Worcester, 398. 

Town Hall and Gild Hall, 246, 
250 - 

Town laws respected and upheld, 
163, 165, 167. 

Trust reposed in Gilds, exempli- 
fied, 143, 235, 325. 

Villans, 136 note. 

Wastel bread, 101, 365. 

Watch on St. John’s Eve, 408. 

Waxshot, 190. 

Weights and measures, old laws 
as to, 364-367. 


Widows, help to, 329. 

Wife, second, admission of, 159. 

Will of W. Lenche, 253. 

Woad, 358 note. 

Women, founders of a Gild, 155, 
160. 

— not allowed to keep night- 
watch, 194. 

Wool, custom on, 355, 384. 

Works of charity still carried out 
by offshoot of an old Gild, 
251, 252, 254. 

Writ ad quod damnum, 240. 

Writ for levy of expenses of Mem- 
bers of Parliament, 134. 

Writs for Returns from Social and 
Craft Gilds, 127, 130; recital 
of, in the Returns, 28, 83 ; 
number remaining, 132. 
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